




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE OVERCOMER.

one single dart, or uprising from the soul realm.

All this light God is giving concerning the
dividing of the soul from the spirit, is bringing
about what some have called *the ascension
life,” that is to say, the spirit joined to, and
acting in and with Christ. The Lord hasto do
this work. To bring about the release of the
spirit the Lord permits all these attacks of evil
spirits to come upon the children of Geod.
‘Whilst the dewvil is raging in the world, he is by
God’s permission a weapon for the preparation
of the Church for translation. .

For example, thé enemy comes with a blast
upon you—on your soxl life, s.c.,, your natural life.
Is that “soul " part now to be above your spirit
so that it is crushed ? No! If you understand
your spirit, you lay hold of the heavenly side of
things, and hold your place with Christ. Then
your spirit “ far aboveall ” will triumph over the
natural side of things, so that you are untroubled
in time of storm. '

A new attitude.
Now let us take a new attitude to the things

of earth; e.g., if you knew that the Lord Jesus

Christ was coming to the rendezvous at eight
o'clock to-night, how much would you be
TROUBLED about your household affairs ?* ¢ Not
a little bit,” you would say, “ because I am soon
going out of it.” That is the translation spirit.
Your spirit is lifted above, by your attitude, as
you refuse to be troubled. This is the heavenly
view-point. The Lord is preparing His Church,

and if your spirit is kept in victory, then the

Lord’s coming will be hastened.

Are you ready for the Lord’s coming? Are

YOU READY FOR TRANSLATION ? Have you
thought of taking an attitude toward it? The
warfare we have been talking so'much about
has as its ultimate the Lord’s coming. There
is to be a spirit preparation—a spirit open to
God, and closed to earth, so as to be like Noah
in the ark. ¢ The Lord shut him in,” and when
the storm came, and the wind blew, he had no
need to trouble. God did not even permit him
to have a window in the side of the ark. There
was only a window in the top, and oNLY A VIEW
Gop-warp. That is God's way. The Lord

make us a heavenly people. We will trust God -

to shut us in, so as to have only a window on the
top with a view God-ward. We have to put our
wills for this. God must get the consent of our
wills for everything that He does. We will live
as those who expect to be translated.

The jaws of the lion of hell shall lose their
prey. He shall yet see us escape right out of
his reach. He can only roar now, but let us be
blind and deaf to his roar. The result of the
warfare is the preparation of a people for trans-

lation, and just as we have been helping souls.
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to fight an invisible foe, so we must help them
now to break out from the warfare plane to the
place on the top in spirit. You are working
with the Lord in His dividing of soul and spirit
every time you say “‘Amen” to your spirit being
kept on top. Just as you give your consent to
your spirit being “ far above,” so you must say,
“ TLord, I consent to translation,” and * I will to
live for translation,” ¢ I will to have the window
of my spirit open heavenward; to see every-
thing from the God-ward standpoint,” ¢ I will

‘to let go the things of earth.”

‘- The rage of the erect dragon. :
But the enemy may rage more than ever. He
has done so over the truths given in' ¢ War on
the Saints,” and he will rage over every testi-
mony for preparing the Lord's children for
translation. According to Rev." xii. the trans-
lation is going to take place in the face of the
fiery dragon ERrRecT and ready to devour the
man-child. Not crawling, but erect, with all
his fangs out : an-open mouth ready to devour
the overcoming souls. : E
This meets you in your life, as certain as you
begin to seek to live a heavenly life, and to
possess a heavenly spirit.  As sure as you take

.a place above the powers of darkness, and say,

“1am going to stand here, and be a conqueror
by the Blood of the Lamb,” you will meet an
erect dragon ready to devour. Not one single
inch can you advance against the kingdom of
darkness without war at every step. But you
will find that “war” becoming your meat:
You will say, like Caleb and Joshua, ¢ The

"giants in’ Canaan will be bread for us”—we

shall grow strong on them. Giants in heavenly
places! They shall be “bread” for us, and
steps for us to mount upon to the throne.
But mark you, not on an exferior or visible throne,
until the Lovd comes. Your * throne” will be a
cross on earth, and a victor’s throne in heaven.
Christ was Victor on the Cross when He was a.
Victim in the eyes of the multitude. « He trod
the winepress alone, and of all the people there
were none with Him.” - That was His visible
experience, but in the invisible His spirit was in
the bosom of the Father.
“ SEE THAT YE BE NOT TROUBLED!”

Be watching therefore, ) .
For ye know not on what manner of day your Lord
is coming.
But there is one thing ye know—.
_That if the householder had known
In what watch the thief was coming
He would have been on the alert
And not have suffered his house to be dug
through. .
‘Wherefore ye also be getting ready,
Because in what hour ye are not thinking
The Son of Man doth come. )
- Matt. xxiv. 42-44.—Rotherham.
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The Translati.o‘n Message of Evan Roberts.

“By faith trqnslatec?. e

“ S he was, so0 ke 4s—THE SAME EvaN
RoBERTS,” writes Awstin, the recorder
of the Welsh Revival, in his report toa

Welsh newspaper, of the interview he had with

this man of God, on Saturday, Nov. 15th, when

he told him at the tea-table something of the
way in which the message of the imminent
translation of the Church had come to him.

To give the message Mr. Roberts is now send-
ing forth to the Church, its due significance, and
see in it God's call to His people to lift up their
heads as their redemption draweth nigh, it is

necessary that they should know more of the

man upon whose spirit God has laid the burden
of the Church in a special way for the last nine
years.

Is he the same Evan Roberts in spiritual vision
and power as when God so signally used him in
the Welsh Revival? is a question bearing upon
the value of his message now.

Yes, “ As HE Was, S0 HE 1s,”’ writes Awstin,
the man who ofttimes travelled with him during
those wonderful days in Wales, and towhose vivid
pen-pictures of the almost indescribable scenes
in the Revival, the whole Christian world owe so
much of its knowledge of those thrilling days.

Is Evan Roberts “the same” now in his
principles, and his obedience to the Holy Spirit?
Yes. Hashea definite law of action which to the
“man of spirit” is intelligent and intelligible,
whilst to the “mnatural man” it appears non-
understandable? Yes, he is a man of spirit,
and of principle. No passage of Scripture
better describes the opposites of the spirit life
from those of the life of nature ‘than the Apostle
Paul’s words to the Corinthians :

“ The natural man receiveth not the things of
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto
him ; and he canNoT know them, because they
are SPIRITUALLY examined . . .” (1 Cor. i. 14.)

That is, the “man of the spirit (Rotherham's
version) obeys “laws of the spirit” which are
utterly beyond the reach of the knowledge of
the natural plane. Evan Roberts 4s a man of
the spirit, who knows what spiritual things are,
and lives and moves in the realm of these
unseen realities. ’ ,

‘What are some of the laws of the spirit, as
obeyed by God’s servant, yet not understood
bg the world? The law of the spirit, in being
able to respond only to (1) purity of motive
in those who seek him out, 7.6, Do they seek
access to him for personal gain ; out of personal
curiosity ; or purely and only as () the will of

Heb. xi. 5.

God, (b) for the honour and glory of God, and
the advance of His Kingdom. _

(2) Spiritual need and seeking after the things
of the Spirit, ¢.e., do men seek access to him to
(a) get their speculative questions answered ; ‘()
their mental ¢ views’ confirmed; or are they
keenly and eagerly open in mind and spirit to
be taught the things of God? (3) The law of
FAITH. No law in the spirit life is more drastic
in action than this. It is exemplified in the life
of the Man Christ Jesus, when written of Him,
“He could not do many mighty works there
because of their uNBELIEF.” Again and again -
the Lord said * verily, verily,” yet some of His
disciples walked no more with Him because
they stumbled at His words.

To Evan Roberts, working as a man of God,
NOT TO BE BELIEVED means the absolute isolation
of his spirit from those who do not believe his
testimony. He says, too * It is waste time to
combat stubborn unbelief, when other immediate
and urgent things of the Kingdom of God call
for attention.”

Since he is a ““man of spirit,” dominated by
the spirit-life in strong spiritual maturity, as the
result of implicit obedience to the laws and lead-
ings of the Holy Spirit in years of hidden walking
with God, he is well able to understand the
mind of the Spirit. He cannot open the things
of God to those who are severed from him in
spirit by doubt or unbelief.

Yes. He is the same Evan Roberts as in the
days of the Revival, and these *“laws " of the
spirit have been recognised and fulfilled up to
the measure of their knowledge, by those around
him, who cannot get conversation with him, even
if present in the same house, if these laws of
the spirit are ignored ; and thus he is a ceaseless
¢t touchstone "’ to all who are in contact with him,
as'to whether they, too, ¢ walk after the spirit” in
close fellowship with God. They know that his
silent unresponsiveness to any step out of the
spirit is a keener rebuke than manywords; and he
gets from all around him ready service because
he never makes “demands,” and lives in the midst
of material things as one who is only ** passing
through.” “I could not breathe,” he said one
day, “unless I had God in all my thoughts.”
Are others “ pressed "’ with the “ work of God,”
he gently says, ““ It does not say, ‘ Thou shalt
love the work of God with all thine heart,” but
¢ Thou shalt Love THE LORD thy God with all
thy heart and all thy soul and all thy strength

'y
.
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Such.is the man—more spiritually matured
than in Revival days—who has sent forth the
call 'to the Church to prepare for the Coming
of the Lord.

How did it come to kim ? In the verbatim notes
of the tea-table conversation with Awstin, given
on another page, Mr. Roberts speaks of October
19¢h as the special day when the * translation
came into his spirit.”” None of those who were
with him will ever forget that Lord’s Day, and
the week that followed it.

It was only that day that I learned from him
of three months’ spiritual conflict which he had
passed through without speaking to any, and it
accounted for the physical condition which had
troubled and burdened us, and for which we had
vainly sought the cause. '

It was in this wise: I well remember some
time in July in one of the rare moments of
speaking of his' own experience—he has a
power of strong reticence—he had said, “There
seems no place where I can find rest for my
spirit. It seems there are impending changes
at hand. Amen to God’s will.” And the matter
dropped.

Later he returned from his sojourn in France,
uneased physically, and spiritually much more
burdened. Then off and on he had to remain in
his room, sometimes in bed, sometimes dressed
and in his “sanctum,” sometimes out for a drive,
and sometimes pouring out his spirit burden in
the daily instruction class for Christian workers,
which is held in the glass-house room in
 Cartref " garden.

But the light on all this came on October 1gth.
Two brothers in Christ were with God’s servant
in his room at six o’clock on that eventful day.
At eight o’clock I joined them, and found all there
radiant with light which was not of earth. Mr,
Roberts himself was simply “talking heaven”
with an unction and a presence of God which
made one instinctively bow before God in ador-
ation and worship and godly awe.

“Did you know about the Lord’s coming?” he
said to me. '

“Yes,” I replied, * for years it has been the
hope of many among God’s people.” “ But why
did you not speak about it to me ? ” ¢ Because
we wait for God to speak to you first, as we see
that He makes things known to youin the spirit,
just as other deeply-taught servants of God are
given truth first hand from Him.”

* But are you READY for translation ?** he said.
And I could not at once say “ Yes.” <« Why did
it not fill your mind and spirit ? " he said, Ah,
why does it not do so with all who watch for the
Lord’s appearing ?

This was the wonderful night when years of
dispensational warfare-burden on this man of
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God rolled away, as a piece of work accom-
plished in the unseen realm.

«“ Now I will teil you,” he said, “about that
inability I had to find rest for my spirit on earth.
I saw that it would only find the place it was
needing ¢n keaven. Then I thought that the only
way for my spirit to reach its place of rest was
through death, but I failed to understand the,
nature of the burden and the purpose of the
thoughts about death in my mind. The burden
was to pray AGAINST death, and for translation,
but I could not at first interpret the spirit-
burden. Now I see the mind of the Spirit of
God. The Lord is coming to TRansLaTE His
saints. 1 could not recover physically, and
yet my spirit was in some mighty grip. Since
the ¢+ War ' book was published, spiritual pres-
sure had become greater ; old weapons failed to
work, new ones could not be found. . Spiritual
co-operation was less pronounced ; ¢ warfare ’ as
I judged it should go on, became less and less
organised. The spirit-life book which I thought
God wanted written, was always trying and
difficult, and I felt as if the Lord Himself were
only dealing out the light ray by ray, and yet I
had no ease of spirit. Repeatedly during the
year I had to say to myself, and to comrades in
arms, ‘Nothing works,” and with the uneased
spirit my body grew weaker; more and more
grew the spirit tension, and weaker and weaker
my body became in consequence. Then on Oct.
1gth came a great burst of prayer against death
for all saints who were then passing through, and
would pass through it, to the end of time. Not
only for the saints, but that each man and woman
and child should pass through death victorious:
Before long the way of escape from death came
to my mind; and there followed a voluminous
torrent of prayer to God for this wonderful
escape from death by TrRansLaTioN. Then what
relief came to my mind! What problems were
solved! What weight off me, and how clear
became the future! Not death, but TRANSLATION;
not dissolution, but a change! What joy!
‘What peace as a result. . .” ‘

Jesus, Jesus, Ready, ready,

Glory be to Thee! May I always be.

Glory, glory, Come Lord, Come Lord,

‘Through eternity ! Let me be with Thee.*

The light had come to him. Death is not the
goal for the saints at the close of this dispensa-
tion, but TRANSLATION. .

From this memorable Sabbath Day on, contact
with this servant of God was truly the ‘gate
of heaven.” Morning, noon and night he was
occupied with the theme of the Comin% of the
Lord; searching his Bible, and talking about it to
various workers whom he would ask to come to

* Some words by Mr. Roberts set to a simple tune he composed
. some time ago.
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his room. ¢ Ready! Ready,” the song would
ring out. * You must live ready,” he said. Tt
was whilst He was ¢blessing’ them that Jesus
was taken up! So we too must be ¢ blessing
everyone.””’ ¢ Onthe Cross Jesus committed His
spirit to His Father—that is preparation for
going. Commit everything to God.”  “ On the
Cross Jesus said ¢ Father forgive them ...
Preparation for departure is the forgiveness of
those who persecute you, and do not know what
they do . . .”

“] have been thinking about the intense
¢ whiteness’ of the place. If I am to be
¢ changed in the twinkling of an eye’ and made
sinless, then I can stand going there, because 1
shall be white myself. . ..” :

«“There will be degrees among the saints as
there are degrees among the angels. Each one
has his own position. When you get to heaven
there will be work there, and you should ask
now : ¢ What will be my work there.’ Put the
thought in your mind. Do not be lazy. You
will be better prepared
you will have to do. .. .

“What is the first thing that you will do when
you get to heaven? The first thing that T shall
want to know is *What is my work here? What
is my duty here? What am I here for 7"

“In the ‘twinkling of an eye’ you are ready
for work, all the hindrances to work pass away.
Paul's first question when he was converted
should be the first question of the translated in
heaven: ¢Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?’
When Paul came into the blaze of light, those
were his first words. . . .” A

“ We must get ready to be accustomed to the
place quickly. If people feel ‘awkward’ when
they get to heaven, it will be their own fault.
God will be there. And there are ‘ many
mansions "’ there! There will be many places—
your place and mine. . ,.”

“One preparation for heaven is to learn the
language of heaven. There may be intellectual
preparation as well as moral preparation. You
do not want to be a dullard in heaven.”

Is this not an object lesson of preparation for
the Lord’s Return ? Does it not mean that to
be READY is to so partake of the spirit of heaven
as to be there in all but body 7 - But is this man
in his own estimation infallible and sinless?
Nay.
the old Adam-life that it is kept crucified. . . .

* * *

It was not until November 74th that Evan
Roberts saw that God bade him send out a call
to the Church to ¢ Prepare.” Nearly a month
he had prayed, and tested, and sifted his
“evidences,” and then he saw that the dealings

if you learn what work:

s
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« I, too, must watch,” he says, *““against 4
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of God with him for the issue of this message
ran parallel with His leadings in pre-Revival
days. . Step by step he traced, compared, and
analysed God's dealings. He reminded Awstin
of the *faith"” which was given to him at the
seventh hour on the seventh day in his first
revival meetings, when he found he could

“believe " that the Holy Spirit would come then

and now—and HE caME.

And do those around this servant of God
believe that God has called him to send forth
the warning cry to the Church, and to the world ?
They cannot do otherwise, as they too: have
watched and prayed, and been with him in the
light of the opened heaven. They see him
already in spirit, as it were, translated ; they
watch him apparently as oblivious of the judg-
ment of men as if he already stood on the
heavenly strand ; they hear him speak of heaven
and its glories and its Lorp as if he were already
walking in its light.

Yes, they believe his message. Not only
because they see him with- Enoch-faith walking
with Enoch’s God, but also because they find
the witness in their own spirit, and know’ too
that the herald-message of the Coming Lord
which has flooded his spirit with the light of
heaven, is in accord with other voices of Enoch-
like beliévers in the Church to-day, crying out
with heaven-born faith :

« BEHOLD THE BRIDEGROOM COMETH—GO YE
OUT TO .MEET HIM...”

Reader, are yow prepared for that blessed
hour ? J.P-L.

The Overcomer! .1 oo 4.
BE strong | Bestrong, and thou shalt see thy foe

Beneath thy feet, and far below
¥ The Throne of Christ our God.
" The foe is fierce, hard and strong,
But thou shalt strike the sweetest song
Through Christ's triumphant “rod 1™

Be strong, courageous, God is still
The God of Gods, and thus no ill
Can harm His child.

Be calm and rest, may blessings flow
Upon thy head, and keep thee high
Above the tumult and the cry
Of earth and hell. Let not the foe
Defy the Cross,
Nor let thy * loss ”
Ensnare thee in the noble way
Of life and death : This is the Godward
Godlike way—The Cross, the grave—
By dying, and by death we save| Evan Roberts
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!’*

P repare!
By Pastor Otto Stockmayer.

I THEN Elijah appeared in & fime of wide-
ispread idolatry, he had the definite

expectation of succeeding in turning the
hearts of the fathers to the children, and the
children to their fathers, in the extermination of
idolatry. He was a man sustained by the Word
of God, and when he, by the Word of God, came
to the conclusion that there was no deliverance
for Israel but through judgment, he shut heaven
that for three years and a half there should be
no more rain. Then he retired into solitude,
that he might be alone with his God, until the
time should come that he must enter upon the
marvellous conflict which must precede the
extermination of idolatry. And still nothing
definite, nothing permanent, had been accom-
plished. Jezebel, Baal's prophetess, seemed to
have more power than God's prophet, and
Elijah fled, thinking his labour- had been in
vain. ‘

Asin the days of Elijah, this representative
man of the Old Testament, there were also, in
the New Testament times following Pentecost,
backslidings, unfaithfulnesses—a time of going
back. Who can explain how it came about?

JIn the Middle Ages the darkness was profound ;
no Bibles, no Divinely-anointed witnesses ; and
into this deep darkness God sent the Reforma-
tion, setting the great truth of justification by
faith upon the candlestick. It was not, how-
ever, until the last century that sanctification
succeeded in making its way in the Church,—at
least, in the hearts of some of her members, for
there are but very few, relatively speaking, who
go forward resolutely on the way of holiness.

The redemption of the body.

And what follows sanctification? Is it nob
the redemption of the body? All Scriptural
justification leads normally to sanctification—it
is its organic fruit. If I am justified, loosed,
and washed from sin in the blood of Christ, it is
not that I should eontinue to live for myself, but
that henceforth I should walk in holiness before
God. For centuries there has been delay-—even
retrogression, which has constituted a chronic
condition of weakness in the Church. I ask
myself, in face of all this, Are we authorised by
the Word of God to expect that a trumpet blast
will replace the Church as a whole again upon
her feet ? I cannot say; but as far as I under-
stand the Scriptures, God seems to withdraw
into circles always more restricted ; and if faith

* From *“ Prepare,” by Pastor Stockmayer. price 84., from B. E.
Roberts, 5a Paternoster Row, E.C.
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does not reach out to sanctification, much less
will it accept that God will take away, without
dying, them that wait for Him (Heb. 1x. 28)!
By faith Enoch was translated, and all crea-
tion is * waiting for the manifestation of the
sons of God,” who have come to the stature of
manhood in Christ. The creation does not wait
for & new awakening of the Church as a whole;
but that a company, & * man child,” born of the
Chureh, shall make their way to glory withoub
passing through death. THIS I8 WHAT THE DEVIL
SEEKS TO PREVENT AT ALL COSTS, WITH ALL HIS
POWER. -But the children of God no longer know
how to find their way; they have not the prophetic
spirit which puts them in the position to recog-
nise whereabouts we are, and what the Lord is
aiming at in the present hour. The Lord give
light to us all, and His own watchword, that we
may not yield to hopes which only weaken us
afresh, by efforts which come to nothing! . . .
There have been overcomers, I am sure, in all
ages of the Church, but there has never yet
beén such a company of overcomers whose lives
have been 8 translation of the Bible, taken into
the glory without passing through death, as
would answer to the figure of the man child. . ..

Conguering death by faith.

That this may take place we must set our-
selves anew to believe the whole Bible as it was
given to us by the Reformation, and subse-
quently by the preaching of many of God's
witnesses in our Protestent lands. But the
Church has not been ripe enough to bring forth
a man child, living out a complete salvation, and
CONQUERING DEATE BY FAITE—Ior all the fruits
of the sufferings of Christ ought to be obtained
by faith. By the simple expectation that the
Lord may come any day to take away the
Church, whether ready or unready, we shall
never come to be translated. That is not the
way. Justification is by faith, and is received by
faith ; sanctifieation is by faith, and is received by
faith; and equally TRANSLATION CAN BE OBTAINED
BY FATTH. Believe then, brethren, in the supreme
power of the blood of Christ; believe that He is
able, by the Spirit, to form s group of those to
whom the Lord can manifest His salvation, full
and entire, and whom He may take away before
others, without dying, to His throne. . . .

e EVERTHELESS WHEN THE SON OF MAN COMETH,

sEALL HE FIND FAITE ON THE EARTH? '’ (Luke

xviii. 8). This question was not asked without
the possibility of [the] faith being absent at His advent.
Let prayer be made that faith may not be in earthly
things—such as in societies, unions, clubs, and other
organisations—nor in evil supernatural powers through
deception ; but with a strong living faith in Ged, let the:
Church greet the coming of the Son of God.—Evan Roberis.
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“Be ye Ready.”

Notes of a conversation between Mr. Evan Roberts and
** Awstin " —the Recorder of the Welsh Revival—and a few
Christian workers, on November 15, 1913. -

EFORE the 19th October I was in intense

B spiritual conflict, but on the 19th October

the ¢ translation’ came into my spirit,

and then I got great spirit liberty. I prayed

very much that night, and after, about it, and
then it settled down in my spirit.

I could not say much about this without
explaining my own spirif life. It is not merely
that I perceived it ; that I read the signs of the
times ; but that it is a specific spirit burden
I have conocerning it. But how much to say I
am not sure. All these years up to October 19th
the burden on my spirit was the warfare with
the powers of darkness. It was not that I took
the burden up, it was LAID ON MY SPIRIT,
WHETHER I WILLED IT OR NoT. The only relief
I ever got during those times was when I
expressed the whole thing in prayer. In the
midst of all that fight my outlook was that the
warfare would end in the absolute incarceration
of the foe. '

Dispensational place of warfare.

In the last three months things began to
change. It dawned on me that if the hosts of
evil are to be put into the abyss there will come
a momsent when the warfare will cease, when
the spirit will be free from wrestling with the
powers of darkness. Then until the beginning
of October I prayed that the whole warfare
should stop. Since then the possibility has been
revealed of the warfare coming to an end. Then
I saw that there would be a period of time
elapsing before the actual incarceration of the
foe, and that all this warfare would fulfil the
DIBPENBATIONAL PURPOSES of God.

I can see now that there has been sufficient
prayer to bring about that incarceration. Just
a8 when we wind up the clock, it does not strike
immediately. We may wind it at five minutes
past the hour, and then we have to wait 55
minutes. Now I can see the possibility of the
war with the foe being *“wound up’” and then
an interval until the moment when the time
-comes that the actual incarceration in the abyss
will take place. But between those times, so far
a8 I can see, there takes place the coming of
Christ,* the translation of the Church, the
wesurrection of the dead, and the great harvest
of souls spoken of in Revelation. When this
translation truth came it seemed to fit every-
thing. It seemed as if it were the keystone.

*1 Theass, iv. 16, 16, 17 ; Phil, iii. 20, 21.
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Af whatever time our Lord comes, each one
should be READY.

(1) There is the warning in God’s own Word,
“No man knoweth the day nor the hour.”” Then
(2) there is the evidence of the Holy Spirit
bringing the fact of the translation into the
spirit; and (3) the emphasis laid upon it by
God’s own servants, who have studied prophecy
and know the signs of the times.

The revelation through the spirit.

TIs it the Holy Ghost revealing it, or is it mere-
ly the heart desiring it as an escape from death ?
Or, is it an intellectual matter—pondering over
it until the man is filled with it, and he looks for
it? We want something. mare’ than heart and
mind. We want the revelation through the
spirit. I know it is not an intellectual study with
me, nor is it a thing of the heart, but all these
days, ever since October 19th, it has not left me
day or night. We all know what is meant by
unction: unction upon & conversation, and
what the liberty of the spirit is. If seems as if
the unction and the liberty comes on this one
theme. In the past it was always warfare, not
evangelistic work and Christian reports, but
warfare.

So far as I am concerned, although so much
prayer has been prayed concerning the millenium,
the faith would not come that it was to take
place in my lifetime; but during the last three
woeks of these prayers concerning the translation,
I have more faith that the translation is at the
door, than I had after the whole five years’ pray-
ing in the warfare towards the millenium.

‘When the light came about the translation I
thought, “ How long will this take to pray
through ?” I thought perhaps it would take a
year, or & year and & half. But the burden is
receding, and the indications are that the
“ Advent " is approaching—as if the event were

at hand. .
The mark of Divine faith.

I do not make any effort to believe it at all.
You ask me to believe that I am in this room—
well, I do not make any effort to believe that I
am sitting here. That is the true mark of Divine
faith. It is as simple as that. The moment
there is an effort in the faith it bespeaks the
human., The moment you make an effort to
believe there is something wrong. Am I here or
am I not? If I question like that there is
something wrong.

But in connection with this faith, something
is put into the spirit and it becomes part of me,
and you cannot make it; you must await God’s
precise time.

Now, what we want is & GUARANTEE that the
translationis at hand. What gives the guarantee?
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Is it impressions on the mind, revelations in the
spirit, or conclusions from the study of the signs
of the times? There are many ways of coming
to the conclusion. Those who study prophecy
may have no experience in the spirit, and that
is where they are likely to be mistaken.

Awstin. Then you believe the time of the
turning of the captivity of God’s children is
come ?

E.B. TItis the duty of each one to be ready,
without any revelation at all, but there are the
other two additional things. The revelation of
God and the message of His servants. Although
we do not know the hour, yet the approach of it
must be PRECEDED BY PRAYER, 50 TEHAT ALL THE
DISPENSATIONAL WORKINGS OF G-OD WILL BE FUL-
FILLED. Simeon himself knew not the hour of
our -Lord’s coming, buf he knew it when in the
Temple, and when he took up the child in his
arms, that it was Christ.

He is positive as he takes the little Babe in his
arms—he says ‘ This is the Christ.” He bad
had the revelation, and when he saw Him he
knew Him as the Saviour of man.

The basis for a translation.

All this about the translation came into my
spirit.  Intellectually I wanted something to
stand on, and I said, What is the basis that there
48 to BE A TRANSLATION ? I desired some *‘fact,”
some word of God, in addition to this spirit
burden. I came to Matt. zxiv., and read: * One
shall be taken and the other left,”” and that settled
it 0 me. I said, That is the basis that there is
to beé & translation, because at a later coming*
none will be left : all will be taken. That gave me
the guarantee. Although storms seem to come,
that cannot be shaken, and I said, WEY caNNOT
IT TAKE PLACE IN OUR LIFETIME ? Some gener-
ations must live during God's great events. God
is the same God. He drowned the world and
saved eight persons. Was it not remarkable
that one family was saved ? Three cities burn-
ing in the plain, and one family escaping from
them |}

About the translation, I cannot stop speaking.
There is the impulss in the spirit, and the unction
on the theme. The difficulty is that of definition,
of grasping what it means. I have not studied
the theme. It doesnot come from myself. Itis
not from the heart. Things which come into the
spirit of & man are not of his own knowledge.
It is not of his mind, because they are outside

* i.e., When the Lord comes visibly to judge the world.
There is first the secret ¢ parousia’ which the saints
alone know, and respond to—suddenly disappearing from
the earth-—and then the visible ‘' coming” when the
Lord will appear with the saints behind Him (see Col.
iii. 4; Jude 14). Noue will then be ¢ left ’* behind. All
will see Him (Rev. i. 7). »
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hig skill. These prayers become revelutions of
what God is going to do. Supposing it were from
myself ? Are there no evidences? I hear of a
fluttering everywhere. Everybody responds to
it, and when they do respond to it, I do not
merely take the response, but I judge it, lest it be -
a response of the mind or the heart.

I think it is a grand thing to pass by death,
and look at that horrible pit as you goby. Iam
looking for a response from revelation. It is not
that we want to *“hope ' that it may be possible,
nor believe that it is ‘‘probable,” but will it
ACTUALLY come about ?

Awstin. 1t coincides with so much that is
going on underneath in Wales and elsewhere.
There is & fluttering. It is the theme everywhere
in the papers. In Wales, apart from the churches,
in individuals, there is a depressing state of
things in very many districts: ritualistic, and
running after amusements, and yet in the midst
of that state there is a living spiritual church,
there i8 a living company for God, and among
these you find the fluttering, even in the midst
of these people, where in many cases the drunken-
ness is worst. You will find signs of spiritual
life, bub it does not affect the majority of the
people.

E.B. BEven taking the prayers and conversa-
tions which have unction upon them, that is no
guarantee that the translation is going to take
place. The man must know where his convie-
tion springs from. His expectation should be
analysed, in order to avoid deception. God is
not joined to the heart, but fo the spiric. What
comes from God comes into the spirit. If Elijah
ENEW he was to be translated, and if the sons of
the prophets knew it, surely we may have
evidences |

May be at the door.

Awstin. Do you feel a conviction yourself of
anything like & near approach—of a kind of
time-limit ?

E.RE. 1 cannot say how long. It may be at
the door. It may be next year, or the year after
next,* as far as 1 can understand from this spirit
burden. The prayers concerning it seem to come
to a close. I thought perhaps we could go on
for & year, and then come to a head, but things
have come to a head quickly. Had not this
warfare been carried out, then when our Lord
came these hosts of evil angels would make
war. The translated rise into the sir, and the
dead arise, and all would be involved in war-
fare. But God means that the warfare with
the evil hosts shall finish before Christ comes,
so that when the dead are raised, and the

* Note that Mr. Roberts does not say it witt be. The

revelation to his spirit is in harmony with the expectant
faith of many at this time.—Ed,
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translation takes place, the spirit hosts of evil
shall be bound up. When the message was
coming o Daniel they stopped it for three weeks,
and if they were not bound before the translation
they would also inferfere with that.

Then with regard to this great barvest of
gsouls which is coming before the millenium.
‘What is the cause of the stoppage to the
harvest? Is it not that all these evil forces
have been holding in their grip the world. And
if they be bound up, will not the harvest of souls
then come? Although they are speaking and
working and attacking at the present time, there
is something DISPENSATIONALLY ACCOMPLISHED.
The minute hand may go round slowly, but the
clock has been wound up, and something will
take place. The war in heaven, the church and
angels involved in it, and the woman clothed in
light, intricately connected, and the peril of the
« man-child,” are precisely true to experience.
It is a- wonderful thing for anybody to have con-
quered the powers of darkness with light. Not
merely for God to keep the devil back: that is
God conquering, not the saint. But in the war-
fare chapter of Ephesians, « truth* is the first
thing after being made strong. It is not know-
ledge, but truth. Knowledge is & word in con-
tradistinetion fo ignorance, but the devil’s main-
stay is his lies, therefore TrRUTH is the weapon
against them.

The pathway of faith.

God gives the living faith to one sometimes,
and the faith is so great that others cannot but
believe.. But if theyare in the darkness it is
their duty to go to God and get the evidences,
whether by convictions in the mind, or by
revelations in the spirit.

When I saw that Scriptural basis—that it was
possible—that gave me faith. And when I saw
those words in the Secriptures, I needed less
revelation in the spirit. What sEEMS To BE
BURNED in upon one is, the imminence of it.

Awstin. Would ib be imminent from the point
of view of the length of a man’s life ?

E.B. No, it seems as if a decade were a far-
away place for it. I thought it would take a

long time to pray through. But now i} appears

to roll off my spirit, and I have the burden that
it may come at any moment.

It seems as if there is & drive of preparation
now. Getting the mind accustomed to the
change, and the heart and life prepared. Not a
cold wish, but a burning desire: as a famished
man for food, and a wounded man for healing.

The marriage feast—everything is ready—
Come! But they would not ecome. Again he
gent out and they would not come. If after these
invitations souls will not be. prepared, then the
feast will not be theirs.

The School of Prayer
and The Lords Watch

** It is no worldly warfare that we are waging. The weapons wit,
which we fight are not human weapons, buté are mighty for God 4
overthrowing strong fortresses. . ."'—2 Cor. x. 3, 4, Weymouth.

To the Prayer Force.

** O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good: for His merc
endureth for ever. Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whor
He hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy, . . .”’

Psalm cvit. 1, 2.

** And I heard a great voice in heaven, saying, Now i
come the salvation, and the power, and the Xingdom ¢
our God, and the authority of His Christ : for the accuse
of our brethren is cast down....”

And they overcame him because of the Blood of th
Lamb, and because of the word of their TEsTIMONY ; an
they loved not their life even unto death. . ..

REjOICE YE HEAVENS, and ye that dwell in them. Wo
for the earth and the sea; because the devil is con
DOWN UNTO YOU, having great wrath, knowing that h
hath but a short time. . . .""—Rev. xis. 10-12, R.V.

Pra1se for opened heavens, and the deepening Farr
that the TransLaTION of the saints of God is on tb
horizon. -

Pray that all living members of the Body of Chri
throughout the whole world, who have become victims ¢
the wiles of the enemy, may lift up their heads and se
the door opened in the heavens through which they ma
soon escape to the Victor’s Throne. See Rev. idi. 27,

Pray that all the children of God may have the:
spirits open God-ward, and be filled with God-give
burning desire for the coming of the Lord, separatin
them from all earth to be a heavenly people. 2 Pst. iii, 7.

Specific Prayer Needs.

For the London Clinic Conference, Jan. 1 and 2, 191.
For Workers' Conference in Paris,* Dec. 10, 11.

The Lords Watch.

Will any desirous of availing themselves of any light that t!
Holy Spirit enables us to give on the ministry of prayer, addre
their communications to Mr, J. C. Williams, f" he Lord
Watch,*") c/o Editor of the Overcomer, Toller Road, Leiceste

# It is understood that all correspondents are regul
readers of the Overcomer, as the testimony of the paper suppl
ments the letters and forms the basis of the correspondenc
Rules governing ** The Lord’s Watch’® may be had on applicatic
Stamped envelopes should always be enclosed.

To Correspondents.

LETTERS ACENOWLRDGED WITH TEANKS FROM A.B. (U.8.A
M.R. (Auswralis), C.M.W., M.F.,, H.E.M. (U.8.A.), L.B,, A.T..
L.C.B,, 0.A.W., FM.,, F.C.B, L.K. (Australia), ¢ .T.P., Tz
D.M.P., W.E , M.8.J., L.M.C,, E.J.L., J.M. (India), E.X, F.8..
M.G., N.P, F.G.O,, N.C,, G.E.M.. M.A.B, B.B,, K.E.E., EF
Mys. 7.B.H., M.E.¥., K.B., W.J.T , L.B,,L.B. (U.8.A.), A.M.T
AG., K.D.,, M.8, (Africa), M.B,, G.G., A.M.W., EM.L,,, B.E.]
K.R,, T.L.W,, K.8.A,, Mrs. L.L., M.B,, R.E.B., A.T.E., B.F.(
Mrs, J.0. {Chinn), F.E.W., M.A. (India), Partor Y, (Turke
M. deC., M., F.8.8, ER,F.B.C, 8.5, HH, N.0.,, J.W.K.

The Editor also acknowledge with sincere thanks t.
large number of letters received expressing sympathy
recent trial. To thetre correspondents she woulg reply
Phil. i. 12 ; Matt. x. 85, 86. Compare John vii. 8, 4,
Luke xii. 51 ; Heb. v. 82, 83; John xv. 20; Acts xx. 2

* Co~ducted by Mr. C. B. Usher, of Leicester, at 24 Rue Albo:
{arils. Partioulars from Mr. H. Johnson, 51 Bue Chan
snieres.
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