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Foreword lo First Edition.
ITH unutterable thankfulness to God, this book is now
sent forth to fulfil His purpose in its issue.
If the fruit will be commensurate to its cost in suffering,
i:,:mflict and toil, the harvest will be of untold abundance.
The book has a history which can never be known, until the
record on high is opened. A history of the far-reaching prevision
o{ God in working out His purposes, which only eternity can unfold,
and a history, on the human side, of God's response to years of
earnest prayer asking for light for the spiritua l believers in the
Chu rch, as an advancing flood of the hosts of darkness seemed to
be submerging many of the most devoted ones with counterfeits of
the workings of God, which drove some who discerned the truth,
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so is the truth in this
book to NEED ...
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countless proofs of His prolec ling ha ,-,d in a "lhus far and no
farther" t o the attacking hosts of darkness, will carry through
l Iis purpose to the end. The light will reach those who need it.
Let God fulfil His will.
That the truths of the following pages will meet with some
misunderstanding from those who do not know the facts connected
with their writing, nor the vast a nd deep intensity of n eed which
they are sent forth to meet , is to be expected, for the few instances
given in the Appendix but dimly lift the veil.
It is, therefore, necessary to say, briefly, that : 1. The book is written for believers who KNOW the Baptism of
the Holy Spirit in such a measure, that they have personal experience of the existence of the SUPERNATURAL FACTS referred to in its
pages.
2. It is written from the standpoint of the believer's side of
co-working with God, i .e., not what God works in man, but what

man must do in co-working with God.
It wili, therefore, only be clearly understood as the truths herein
are put into practice in the hour of need .
To the natural man, who has but a mental grasp of spiritual
things, the language used may be meaningless. but Christians of
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ITH unutterable thankfulness to God, this book is now
sent forth to fulfil His purpose in its issue.
If the fruit will be commen surate to its cost in suffering,
c0nflict and toil, the harvest will be of untold abundance.
The book has a history which can never be known, until the
record on high is opened . A history of the far-reaching prevision
of God in working out His purposes, which only eternity can unfold,
a nd a hi story, on the human side, of God's response to years of
e:Lrnest prayer asking for light for the spiritua l believers in the
Church, as an advancing flood of the hosts of darkness seemed to
be submerging many of the most devoted ones with cou nterfeits of
th e workings of God, which drove some who discerned the truth,
to their irn ecs in agonized prayer.
An answer lo I rayer in th g iving of '1. comm ission to send forth
the light given, whi ch the pelitioner could never h a.ve responded
to, had the cost of the comm iss ion been foreseen and foreknown,
ca, a nd doubtless an answer to prayer of numbers of the Lord's
i11ln ('Ssors on the watch -tower, who, seeing the submerging tide,
have I i<•d to ,o<i for k nowledge how to turn back the foe .
Wi(h lh l• p11hli calion of the bo k, six years of prayerful testing
f lho ( 111 ( h hl'rc givr n, aml three years of toil in the placing of
tlw~c1 l111lh i11 w1ili11g, in lh c face of unceasing attacks from the
11nsc n 1cal111, now d, ,Lw to llwir close.
The issue lies with Cod. 11 • Wh o has s ust a ined, and given
countless proofs of Ilis prolecti ng ha c:d in a "thus far and no
further" to the attacki ng h osts of darkness, will carry through
llis purpose to the end. The light will reach those who need it.
Let God fulfil His will.
That the truths of the following pages will meet with some
misunderstanding from those who do not know the facts connected
with their writing, nor the vast and deep intensity of need which
they are sent forth to meet, is to be expected, for the few instances
given in the Appendix but dimly lift the veil.
It is, th erefore, necessary to say, briefly, that:1. The book is written for believers who KNOW the Baptism of
the Holy Spirit in such a measure, that they have personal experi•
ence of the existence of the SUPERNATURAL FACTS referred to in its
pages.
2. It is written from the standpoint of the believer's side of
co-working with God, i.e ., not what God works in man, b ut what

man must do in co-worl,ing with God.
It wili, therefore, only be clearly understood as the truths herein
are put into practice in the hour of need.
To the nat1ual man, who has but a mental grasp of spiritual
things, the l:i.ngnage used may be meaningless. bnt Christians of
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all stages of growth in the spiritual life, who will simply t.ike what
they can understand, and leave the remainder for those who are
in deeper need-and until they themselves may be in deeper need
-will obtain much light on matters within their horizon.
The case mentioned on page 305 of the Appendix is but one of
many testified to by an increasing number of witnesses, not all
of such an acute character, nor with manifestations of the same
kind . The FACTS are unmistakably true---so true th t they are
being forced upon the knowledge of numbers of the people of God
in their own families, or immediate circle. Some may say that
much which is attributed to evil spirits arises from other causes.
It is easy for such questioners to use the tests set forth in this book ,
and find out for themselves the truth.
It only remains to add, that the labour connected with the
writing .:,f such a book, in the midst of other strenuous service for
God ; the • astness of the field of truth dealt witl> ; and the
d ifli cu lty of keeping the mass of detail connected with such a
subject within reasonable limit, explains any lack of clearness
which the reader may meet with, and the very brief dealing with
many subjects of vital impor tance to the theme, as well as the
omission of references to many other counterfeit workings of
deceiving spirit~. increasing rapidly among the Lord's people in
these latter days. The last three chapters, especially, cover in
briefest compass a wide field of truth, each requiring a treatise of
its own.
Every care has been taken with 1.he Index to make it as compr ·hensive and correct as possible, but in the labo ur of topica liy
arranging such extensive matter some oversights may have
occurred. The few cases mentioned in the Appendix could have
been added to in pages equal to another volume. TestiP1onies to
the WORKING VALUE OF THE TRUTHS SE C FORTH, will be welcomed
for throwing further light upon a s ubject which is forcing itself
upon the Church of God.
Cartref,
T oller Road, Leicester,
October Isl, I9IZ.

'/ could also have stepped into a style much higher than this in which
[ have here discoursed, and could have adorned all things more than here
J have seemed to do ; but I dare not. God did not play in convincing of
me; the Devil did not play in tempting o/ me; neither did I play when f'
sank as into a bottomless pit, when the pangs o/ hell caught hold upon me :
wherefore ! may not play in my relating o/ thelf'I, but be plain and simple,
and lay down the thing as it was. He that liketh ii, let him receive it .'
and he that doe!s not, let him produce a better Farewell." /ohn Bunyan

Fore word to Second Edition.

T

HE ffrst edition of three thousand copies of this Text Book
was issued on October 3, 1912. It rapidly penetrated in a
remarkable way to Workers in far off Mission fields as well
as in the Homeland, and was welcomed by those who f~lt their
peed, as giving light on problems which were perplexing many of
th most experi<mced servants of God.
;\nd n ow three years and a half have passed away since its
publication. A se~ nd edition was called for over two years ago,
bu t 1t seemed best that there should be delay, allowing time for
m at urer Judgment of the truths set forth in the tnidst of so much
sufferin g and conflict ; as well a s to discern whether the book
would continue to be of service, in giving light to many who had
not recog nised the need of its m essage at the time of publication.
B oth these obj cts have now been attained :
1 .. ':he . test of time has revealed no need for any fundamental
modification of the truths set forth in the first issue of the Text
Book. One a lteration would manifestly be effective, i.e., the
<''<pa_n: ion of practically every page into fuller explanation, with
hJW< •he <'xamplcs of the germ-truths therein given, but this is
obvio11 ly lmpo . ibl without enlarging- the book into several
v ol11m t•1. It 11111HI lh e1do1 • r ·ma in a "Text 13< ok" for those who
arc of "full ag•" in Hplil iu a l gro wth , a nd who, by "reason of use"
h ave their "senses_c. r iscd Lo discern good a nd evil " (Heb. v. 14).
2. The t est of time h as proved to a n increasing number of the
servants of God, the value of the Text Book as containing present
truth for their use in service to God's people in the darkening hours
of the closing dispensation. A well known Missioner in another
country, writes under date Dec. 28, 1915 : "We can never be too
gra~eful
_'War on the Saints.' We have been brought through
ternble spmt entanglements, and taught many precious things of
the ~ruth th~t maketh. free .. In my Missions I have every day a
special _meetmg of spmtual m struction for Workers only, when I
deal with the work of the devil and how to dea l with it and him.
I am abundantly proving that this meeting is of vital importance
to the whole work . . .. In each centre where the work is established
I am seeking to form a band of workers, who having themselves
overcome, will fight through for others, and h elp in delivering some
of the countless bound ones . . . . "
Again, from a heathen land a Missionary writes (April 29, 191 S) :
" . . . What I rejoice over in 'War on the Saints' is that the truth
in its pag-es works. It is practical a nd has been proved; it can be
relied upon and does not break d own under tke test of experience.
It comes fresh from the laboratory [of experiencel- It is good to
p lant one's foot down on spiritual terra firma instead of the lath
and p laster of unproved (or half-proved) theo,ies ..
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DEFINI TION<; OF WORDS USE D IN THIS ROOK.
The mystical Body of Christ, joined to Him as Head.
That which is to be understood.
C OMMUNIO N : That wh ich is to be felt.
resembla nce to Divine, humaDi
Co uNTERFEtT: An imi t ation, or exact copy and
or Satanic things, or workings.
to the mind.
DECEPTI ON : A wrong thought admitted
by deceiving spirits.
ExcuSES : Incorre("t reasons suggested to the mind
, felt , proved; in contrast to mental
known
been
has
EXPRRIB MCE : That which
knowled ge only.
evil spirits gain.
"GROUN D": Anythin g in a person whereby
moral impurity ; J.e., impurity of the
h1PURIT Y: That which is a mixture, not
mixture of soul and spirit, etc.
of the faculties, or part ot the whole
PASSIVIT Y: The non•use of will , or any
usurrend er."
being of man. It is practical ly the coun terfeit of
any
which evil spirits have in or upon a person in
" PossEss10N" · Any hold
degree. They 11 possess" that which they hold.
choice.
his
s
expresse
man
a
whereby
will,
"REFUSE" : The volitiona l act of the
" ground.
"Refusa l" of "ground " is the opposite of "giving
in the primary meaning of the
SouL: This is never used for the person, but
"soul" part of the tripartit e man.
practice.
THEO RY : Spcculdt ion, apart from
trherr other;~,;e marke-1
$,;rip:1,re Rcfue~e s f rom the Rei:is!J V ersion, tAcepl
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VIII.

The True Workings of Go
"Knowledge ""d all di,c-,nm,nt;

True.

10

thut ye may prooe the thing, th

1/111/ ye may be sincere and ooid of offence,

Compare Counterfeit.

i,

The Baptism, or Fu/Hess of the Spirit: An influx of the Spirit of
God into the human spirit, which liberates the spirit from the soul
(Heb. iv. 12), so as to become a pliable organ or channel for the
outflow of the Spirit through the believer, man ifested in witness to
Christ and in aggressive prayer service against the powers of
darkness.
It is a true baptizing into the Body of Christ, and oneness with
all the members of the Body.
ts special mark and result is know_?
in power to witness for Christ, and in conviction of sin in others,
and their turning to God.
The highest manifestation of the Fulness of the Spirit is coexistent with the use of the faculties and self-control.
There is but 011e reception of the Holy Spirit : with many succeeding experiences, developments, or new crises, resultant on
fresh acts of faith, or apprehension of truth ; various believers
having varied degrees of the same Infilling of the Spirit, according
to individual conditions. The enduement of power for service is
often a definite experience in many lives. Pa:es 52, 289-294.

Counterfeit workings of evil spiriii may accompany a true
reception of the Fulness of the Holy Spirit, if the believer " lets
go" his mind into" blankness," and yields his body up p,mively to
mpernatural power. As a '' blank mind" and "passi"e budy" is
~ontrary to the condition for use required by the Holy bJJirit, and
1s the primary condition necessary for evil spirits to work , the
anomaly is found in the Holy Spirit responding to the law of faith ,
a nd filling the man's spirit, at the same time that evil supernatural
powers respond to the law of passivity fulfilled in mind and body.
They then can produce in the senses manifestations, which seem
to be the outcome of the Holy Spirit's entry to the spirit.
The results of the counterfeit manifestations are varied, and wide
in their ramifications, according to individual conditions. The
abstract result is grrat " manifestations" with little real fruit ;
"possession" by evil spirits of the mind and body in varied
degrees; a spirit of division from others, instead of unity, etc., etc.
Pa~es 55, 99, 107, xo8, 109.

ii,

The Presm"ofGod: Known in and by the human spirit, through
the Holy Spirit. When He fills the atmosphere of a room the spiYit
of the man is conscious of it, not his senses. The faculties of those
present are alert and clear, and they retain freedom of action. The
spirit is made tender (Psa. xxxiv. 18), and the will pliable to the
will of God. All the actions of a person moved by the true and pure
Presence of God are in accord with the highest ideal of harmony
and grace. Pages 105, 109.

iii,

iY. Christ miinifested in the believer by His Spirit, so that He
is known as a Living Person on the Throne in heaven, and the
believer joined in spirit to Him there, with the result that Christ's
life and nature is imparted to him, forming and building up in him
a" new creation,'' (Gal. i. 16: iv. 19. Col. i. 27) , the believer
growing up into Him in all things.• Pages 104, 108, 127, 286.

Y, Consciousnm of God: Felt in the spirit, and not by the physical
senses. Piig•s xo8, xog.
• See "Counterfeit" for difjerenci bet~e~n turn~ng. inward to a subj,_cUve
manifestation, instead of relying upon llu Lt.vt.ng Chru~ 1-u heav~11. The re~tance
and fellowship with the Glorified Christ draws the b,l.,ver to l,ve out of himHI/
(Eplu,s. ii. 6), and thus have a wiier vtsfon, and clear,r ft.llnwsht.p with all saint.!.

Phil. i. 9. 10. m.

Counterfeit.

i.

God in ii11d with man in the spirit : John xiv . 23. The Father in
heaven is realized to be a real Father (Gal. iv. 6), the Son a real
Saviour, the Holy Spirit a real Person; manifested as One in the
spirit of the believer, by the Holy Spirit : with resulting effects as
in Rom. viii. 9 to II. Pag,s xo4, 131.

IX.

,I Counterfeits of Satan.

•

ii. The counterfeit of the Presence of God is mainly felt upon the
body, ancl by th e physical se nses, in conscious "fire,•• "thrills,"
etc . Tho oun terf it of the" Presence" in the atmosphere is felt
by the senses of the body, as" brea th." "wind," etc., whilst the
mind is passive or inactive. Tho person affected by this counterfeit
''presence" will be moved almost automatically to actions he would
not perform of his own will, and with all his faculties in operation.
He may not even remember what he has done when under the
"power" of this "presence," just as a sleep-walker knows nothing
of his actions when in that state. The inaction of the mind can often
be seen by the vacant look in the eyes. Piiges no, n3, 124, 128, 131.

iii,

Evil spirit's counterfeit, as the occasion serves them, each
Person of the Trinity, and can thus obtain access, and bec.ome in and
with a man in manifestations given to the senses, in which the real
spirit-smse may have no part. Pages 53, xo4, 105, xo6, xo7, rog.

iv, Christ apparently manifes ted inwardly as a" Person,·• to whom
the soul prnys, or with whom he holds communion, yet there is no
real evidence of the expression of the Divine nature, or true growth
of the Christ life, with a deepen ing fellowship with the Christ in
heaven. On the contrary the Christ in heaven seems far away.
The counterfeit centres and ends in an "experience " which keeps
the person introverted or self-centred (spiritually). Page xo8.
Cf. pp. 286, 287, 288.
Y, "Consciousness'' of" God" in bodily sensations, which feed
the "flesh" and overpower the true spirit-sense.

Pages xo7, 131.

X.

True.

CounterJeit.

Compare Counterfeit .

XI.

Yi,

The Holiness of God : when realized by the believer produces
worship and godly awe, with a hatred of sin. On the ground of
the Blood of Calvary God draws near to men, seeking their love,
but His presence d oes not terrorize. Page 286.

Vi. Evil spirits counterfeit this by giving a terr. ,r of God, which
drives men away from Him, or forces them into actions of slavish
fear, apa~t from the use of the mind, and volition, in glad voluntary
obedi ence to Him. Page 144.

vii.

Yii.

Passive yielding of spirit, soul and body to supernatural power,
to be moved automaticall y, in passive, blind obedience, apart from
the use of volition or mind.
Evil spirits desire "co11t1ol" of a
man , and his passive submission to them. Pages 6g, 70.

viii. Fellowship with the rnfferi11gs of Christ: The result of faithful
witness for Him, and in such "suffering," the joy of the Spirit
breaks forth in spirit. (Acts v. 41.) The fruit of true conformity
to Christ's death in the "fellowship of His sufferings" is seen in
life to others, and growth in tendern ess of spirit, and Christ-likene ss
in character. 2 Cor. iv. 10-12. Page 89.

viii. "Suffering" caused by evil spirits is characterize d by a
fiendish acuteness, and is fruitless in result-the victim being
hardened instead of mellowed by it. The demons can cause
anguished suffering in spirit, soul or body. "Possession '' manifested
in abnormal suffering, may be the fruit of (unconscious ) acceptance
of sufferings caused by evil spirits, often under the name of the
"will of God." Pagrs 88, 89, go.
ix. '' Trusting evil spirits'' comes about through trusting blindly
some supernatural words. or revelations, supposed to come from
Go<l, which produces a forced" faith," or faith beyond the believer's
true measure, the result being actions which lead into paths of trial
never planned by God. Page; 130, 136, 272, 273.
:X:, Reliance upon evil spirits means a passtv. leaning upon supernatural help and experience, which draws the person away from
faith in God Him self, and from active co-action with Him. Page 144.
Xi. "Communio n" with ev il spirits may take place by retiring
within to enjoy sense communion, in "exquisite feelings" which
absorbs and renders th e soul incapable of the duties of life. The
"flesh" is fed by this spurious spiritual "communio n" as really
as in grosser ways. Pai:es 125, 126, 155.
Xii, A" waiting for the Spirit to come," in hours of prayer, which
brings those who "wait'' into passivity, which at last reaches a
point of " seance " conditions, followed by an influx of lying spirits
in manifestatio ns. Pages 63, 64.
Xiii. Praying to evil spirits comes about by praying to "God" in
the atmosphere, or within, or possibly to "pictures" of God in the
mind ; instead oi approaching the Throne of Grace according to
Heb. x. 19. Page3 97, 131.
XiV, "Asking" evi l spirits, by spen king to somesuper11at11ral presence
in, or around the person.
The " answers " are generally
"dramatic," sensational, calculated to over-awe the person, and
make him feel he is a wonderful recipient of favour from on high.
By this means the demons gain contro l over him. Pages ng, 120, 1+3.
XY, Evil spirits speaking, either puffing up, accusing, condemmng
or confusing the person, so th at he is bewildered or distracted a nd
ca1111ot exercise Iris rea son 01' j111fg111mt. The "speaking" of accusing
spirits resembles the "thinking ," or speaking to oneself, when the
words are not uttered audibly. Pages 170, 171. Also " Li stening"
on pagrs ;.20, 125, 137, 143, 144.

Surrender to God: Of spirit, soul and body, is a simple yielding
or committal to Him of the whole man, to do His will and be at
His service. God asks the full co-operatio11t of the man in the
intelligent use of all his faculties. Rom. vi. 13. Page 71.

ix. Trusting God: A true faith given of God in the spirit, having
its ori gin in Him, without effort reckoning upon Him to fulfil His
written Word. Co-existent with the full use of every faculty in
intelligent action. "Faith'' is a fruit of the Spirit and cannot be
forced. Gal. v. 22 , 2 Cor. iv . 13. Page 273.
X, Reliance upon God: An attitude of the will, of trust and dependence upon God, taking Him at His word, and depending upon His
character of faithfulness. Page 128.

Xi, Commttnion with God:

Fellowship in the Spirit with Christ in
the glory as one spirit with Him. The consciousnes s of this is in
the spirit (John iv. 24) only, and not in ''feelings" in the senses.
See for condi-tions of true communion with God, 1 John i. 5-7,
Page 288.

xii.

Waiting on Gnd: The spirit in restful co-operation with the
Holy Spirit, waiting God's time to act, and a waiting for Him to
fulfil His promises. The true waiting upon God can be co-existent
with the keenest activity of mind and service. Page 63.

xiii.

Praying lo God : Having access to the Holiest of all, on the
ground of the Blood (Heb. x. 19). Penetrating in spirit through
the lower heavens to the Throne of Grace. Heb. iv. 14-16. True
"prayer" is not directed toward God as within the believer, but to a
Father in heaven, in the Name of theSon,by the Holy Spirit. Pa:e 127.

xiv, A sking God: An act of the will in simple faith, making a
transaction with God in heaven, on the ground of His written
Word. "Answers to prayer" from God are usually so unsensationa l
and so unobtrusive that the petitioner often does not recognize the
answer. Cf. pages 248 , 274, 277.
:X:Y, God speakiltg: Through His Word, by His Spirit, in the spirit
and conscience of the man, illuminating the mind to understand the
will of the Lord. Pa{!.e 137.

+ Co-operation" v~sus "control" is the d_istinctio~, between the tri,e wotliing
God in and with men , in cont·rast to the working of evil supernatural powers.
11

o/

Counter/eit.

XII.

True.

Compare Counterfeit.

xvi. The voice of God: Is heard and known in the spirit of man,
wherein the Spirit of God dwells. God also speaks through the
conscience, and through the written Word (see "Texts"), never
confusing or dulling the faculties of the man, or perplexing him, so
as to hinder clearness of judgment and reason. The true voice of
God does not make a demand of unreasoning obedience to it, irrespective of the man's free volition. Pages 138, 139.
XV ii. Divine guidance: Through the spirit and mind; i.e.,•· drawing"
in spirit, light in the mind: spirit and mind brough t into one accord
in harmony with the principles of the Word of God (Ephes. v. 17;
Phil. i. 9-u. A.V. m.) Pages 135, 136, 137, 141, 219 .
xviii. Divine '' L,adiltgs": Are in the spirit; demand co-operation
of the man in every faculty of mind, and spiritual intelli ge nce in
correctly reading the monitions of the Spirit. The will is always
lejt free to choose a11d act. The true "leading of the Spirit" is never
out of accord with principles of God's Word. Pages 141, 142.
xix, Divine " Visions'' : When given, come (1) without seeking for
them, (2) with definite purpose, (3) are never abortive, and (4) are
co-existent with active use of the mind and faculties. Page 151.
XX, Obedience to Go I : An act of deliberate will, choosing to do the
will of God, when made known to the believer. A full examination of the source of the command preceding intelligent decision to
obey, is co-existent with true obedience. P~gts 51, 52. 54.
XXi . God giving power: By the Holy Spirit in the man's spirit,
strengthenin g him in spirit, so as to energize his mind and every
faculty of his being to their full est use, and enabling him to endurand accomplish what he could not bear or do apart from God.
(Ephes. iii. 16.) Pages 71, 139, 285.
XXii. God giving i11ftumce: Means that the believer draws others to
God, not to himself. True Divine " influence" does not" control"
others automaticall y, but constrains them to turn to God. Page 286.
XXiii. God giving'' impressions" : Means a gentle movement i>I the
spirit, which leaves the person free to act of his own volition,
and does not compel him to action. "Impression s from God •' are
within in the shrine of the spirit; and not from a'' power'' outside,
e.g., in "touches" on the body, or an exterior compelling force.
See fage 219 for action of the spirit.
XXi V, Divine life from God : Is known, not by "consciousne ss," but
resu!!s, enabling the believer to bear and suffer what he could not
bear or suffer humanly. There is rarely any " feeling" of strength
or life, bc:cause consciousnes s of Divine life would draw the man
from the path of faith to rely upon bis experience. Pages 91, 92.
XXY, Divine love: Shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Spirit, is
co-existent with keen and faithful dealing with sin ; with acute
hatred to sin and Satan, and all that is contrary to righteousnes s.
God's love does not dull, but energizes every faculty to fulfil the
action for which it was intended in creation. It has no" craving"
in it, nor does it weaken those to whom it flows out. Cf. page 288.

xvi.

XIII.

The counterfeit " voice" of God is usuallly loud and comes
from outside the person. It can come from within, when the
person is deeply possessed . It is frequently imperative and persistent, urging to sudden action. Confusing and clamorous, or
subtle in suggestion ; producing fear through its insistent demands ,
making the man a slave to supernatural power. May also be distinguished from the voice of God by its sometimes, trivial objective,
and fruitless results when obeyed. Pages 139, 140, 142 , 143.
xvii. Satanic guidance by supernatural voices, visions, leadings,
dr.,wings, are all dependent upon the passivity of the mind and
reason, and take place in the sense-realm as a counterfeit of
the true in the spirit. Pages 129, 135, 136, 137, 221, 222.
xviii. Satanic ·•leadings '' and impulses, demand passive surrender of mind and body . They are compulsory in effect, and all
"compelling " and '' compulsion " from the supernatural realm
indicates the work of deceiving spirits. Pages 141, 142, 158.
xix. Satanic visions, (1) demand a passive state, (2) are broken by
mental action, (3) are frequently contrary to truth, and (4) fruitless
in result. Destroy all faith reli ance on God. Pages 149, 151.
XX, Counterfeit of '' obe<lience" is a passive, automatic, blind
yielding to supernatural power or voices, apart from intelligent
apprehensio n of results or consequence s. The person fears to
question or examine the source of the command. Pages 50, 142.
XXi. Evi l spirits give power in a supernatural energy-gene ral ly
spasmodic and unreliablo- dependent upon the man being passive
in spirit, soul and body . Thi s "power,'' when it ceases, leaves
the man dull and exhausted, the effect generaly being attributed
to natural causes. Cf. pages II3, II9, 120.
xxii. Evil spirits giving " influence," m eans a control or power
over others which causes them to act apart from their volition, or
reason. This'' power" may be exercised unknowingly by persons
the demons can use in this way. Page 146.
xxiii, Evil spirits' " impressions " are from outside, upon the
person , and require certain conditions for the "impression s'' to
be given-i.e., a si ttin g still and waiting, etc. These conditions can
also be fulfilled unconsciousl y by cultivating passivity of the whole
being. See obsession, 109, 110. Cf. pages 128, 129.
XXiY, "Life" in thrill s, etc., given by evil spirits, is known by its
being in the senses , giving pleasant sensations, rather than true
power. When it passes away, the person is dulled or weakened,
and may go into spiritual darkness through numbness of the
sensibilities, e.g., he says he is'' like a stone." Page 131.
XXV . Counterfeit of the " love of God" makes the recipient cover
over sin, compromise with it; dulls him to keen-edged ri ghteousness ; makes him incapable of true hatred to the things that God
hates, for the faculty which "loves" is the faculty which hates.
The counterfeit of love, whether human or Divine, given by evil
spirits, grips tfie sensibilities with an overmasterin g and painful
"craving" for its object. PaJ:eS 109, 128, 162.

XIV.

True.

Compare Counterfeit.

XXYi. Fire from G cd : Is a p~·i:yi:1g through suffaring_ (l\Iatt. i_ ii.

or a consuming zeal in spirit, which deepens rnto. white
heat intensity to do the will and work of God, which n~ trials or
opposition can quench. Fire from God is spiritual, not literal, and
therefore falls up ::m the spirit, not the body. Page 288.
II, 1 2 ),

XXVii. Texts from God: These are given throu;:h the organ of the

,;:iirit to the mind, when the spirit is (1) calm, (2) unstrained, (3) at
iiberty, (4) open to the Sp ir it of God. The~ do n~t confuse, and
when acted upon are found to be confirmed m Providence, and are
always in accord with the keen use of the iacuHies. Intelligent
knowledge of the broad principles of Scripture 1s needed for the
true interpretatio n of •• te:-:ts •· which arise_ i~ the ~pirit, lest th~y_Le
misused through human conceptions of D1vme thmgs, e.g., the mwd
may take literally what God means spiritually. Ct. fa:e 140.
XXYiii. Si11 from the fa/Im nature: Is from within, carries the will
with it, or else forces the will by its pressure. The ~an knows the
movement to sin is sin, and yet yields to it. Rom. v1. 6, II a nd 12
is God's way of dealing with the fallen nature, and its_worki ngs , ~s
the believer stands on the ground of the Cross, and wields Ch , 1st _s
finished Calvary work as a weapon for victory. _The Hol_y ~pmt
bears witness to the Cross in setting free fro m sm, when 1t 1s the
outcome of the evil nature. Pages 229, 233, 246.

XXiX. Self-examina /i,111 i11 the l,~·hto/God: A discriminatio n of his own
actions exercised by the spiritual man, which does not produce
"despair,"• • disappointm ent," a" crushed _fee~ing,'' etc., but leads
to rapid decision of action, and a joyous faith m the co-operatmg
work of the Spirit in deliverance from all that does not b.:!ar the
verdict of the light of God. John iii. 21. Page 57·
XXX, Co11viction of sin: Comes from the ·word of G~d, or by t~e
direct action of the Holy Spirit, to the conscience, in ttmes of quiet
prayer or reading. It is never "vague" or confusing, and ceases
clirectly the man decides to obey the \Vord,_ or. go to God for
cleansing in the Blood of Christ. True conviction 1s also _a deepening experience, as the light of God shines into the conscience and
life. Cf. fa •es 229 to 234.
XXXi. Co11jrssio1i vf sin : To God and man, should be the deliberate

act of the will in obedience to the Word of God, and conscience. It
should be foll owed by sincere repentance and putting away ~f the
confessed sin, and have the witQess of the Sp'rit to the conscience
that the sin has been put away through the efficacy of the Blood
of Christ. p,.ge 134,
Notes.
SS'" Without exception the manifestatio n of the Holy_ Spi:i~ is
marked by (a) a Christ-like spirit of love, (b) soberness of spmt v1s1on.
(e) keenness of vision, (11) deep humility of heart and meekness of
spirit, with lion-courage against sin a:1d ~~tan, 11:nd (,) c!earne15 of
the mml•I faculties with a "sound mrnd.
2 Timothy 1. 7•
" Wherefure be ye not foolish, but 1t11dt1·s tu11d what the 11-il/ of tlie Lord
u .. ."-1,:phes. v. 17, R. V.

Counter/eit.

xv.

XXYi. "Fire" caused by evil spirits is ge11~r.~lly a glow in the

bod y, which the believer thinks is a manifestatio n of "God" in
''possession " of the body, but afterwards results in darkness,
du lness and weakness with no reasonable cause; or else it continues
d eceiving the believer into counterfeit exp eriences. Pages 82, II3.
XXVii, Texts from evil spirits "flash " into the mind: rush with
force; come from without (audibly), or in the mental sphere. They
<late or crush, condemn or puff up; confuse or turn out fruitl ess,
l,·ading those who obey them into vain actions, or into wrecka:,:e
of circumstance s. Evil spirits give a false" experience," and thea
'' texts to confirm it,'' whereas true experience confirms the truth
o( the statements of the written Word. Evil spirits make use of
a ll misconceptio ns of truth. Pages 20, 66, 67, 140, 149.
XX Viii. Sin caused by e.s., apart from temptation, is also within,
but ,s forced into the spirit, mind or body, against the desire of
the man, and · should be recognized as distinctly not of, or from
himself, e.g., blasphemous though ts and unexplainab le "feelings.' '
If the "sin " infused by demons is dealt with as from the evil
nature, although the person stands on Rom. vi. 6, II, and refu ses
it, no deliverance comes, but when it is recognized as the work of
demons, and resisted on the ground of the Cross, freedom is quickly
given. Pa:es 134, 218, 229-233.

XXiX, Self-introspe ction, is made use of by evil spirits to throw the
believer into self-accusati on and despair. This drives the person
inward and downward to crushed impotence and faithl ess nes,.
Gotl never ciusl, ts llis childrm.
He convicts only to reveal the
remedy. Evil spirits seek to turn souls into self-centred absorption
whereas God mo,-es in them to live ~d care for others. Pag, 159.
XXX, Evil spirits' accusations, which are a counterfeit of conviction,
are from without, in the ear (audibly), or to the milld, in a
"nagging," persistent, confusing kind of" speaking," often without
definite purpose or specific reason. No "confessing " or '' step
of obedience " affects these accusations, and they come again and
again over the same things. Many live under a perpetual cloud
through the attacks of accusing spirits. They are under the
sha.lo w of being "always wrong." (.j. pages 229 to 234.
XXXi. Compulsory confessions, by the driving power of evil spirits
upun the mind in accusation, or from remorse ; or, to silence
the accnsing voices, the man is sometimes impelled to "confess ••
"sins" which have no actual existence. Page 134.
Notes.

Speaking generally, proof of "sense-maai festations "bein~ from
deceiving spirits may be found in the sfi, it b<>ing wrong along~ide of
"manifestat ions," e.g., I. Condemning spirit and judging spirit.
2. Spmt-v1s1on dulled; cannot see marks of God at work in other
ways. 3. Absence of true Spirit-power in (a) conviction of sin (b)
deliverance of souls, or (c) salvation of souls. 4. Or the spiri't is
"sweet " in a weak sense, with mind dullld, an<l unable to work
with clearness.

XVI.

To Readers of the following pages.
The truths set forth in this text book were gained through deep
suffering, and written by the writers in the teeth of terrible opposition by
the Satanic "world-rulers" (Eph. vi.}, who will as intensely contest the
reading of its pages.
.
.
As the devil requires lies in the minds of men for the holdmg of his
kingdom ; so God needs TRUTH in the mind for His working through the
believer. Therefore recognise the opposition of the adversary, and be on
the alert to turn into instant prayer all that you read.
Ask God to make you unbiassed toward the truth ; to reveal Hi, mind
to ,ou about it, and to make you spiritual enough to understand it.
Because die world-rulers will scheme to hinder knowledge being
obtained which gives complete victory over them :1. Beware of a feeling of disinclination to read :
2. Beware of falling an easy prey to the criticism of others ;
3. Beware of pressing claims which keep you from having time to read,
and to meditate over the truths which are absolutely necessary for you to
know a full life of victory.
.
.
4. Beware of easily forgetting what you read, and drop~mg mto
abeyance the measure of truth which you do not apprehend, _for th1~ forgetfulness ends in victory for the foe. His wiles are in operation aga111st you
whether or not they are seen and felt by you.
.
Your use of the Text Book for the enlightment of others will also be
contested. Therefore let prayer precede all transmitting of the truth to
others.
h
f
T O meet the various direct, and indirect onslaughts from t e powers 0
darkness :-·
I. Use perpetually the weapon of all-prayer.
.
.
.
2. Lift up holy hands, like Moses, when there 1s special conflict, for
the special need or person concerned.
.
3. Take the authority of Christ over demons, and c~mmand them m
His Name to (a} be silent, (b} or to depart,- or (c) not to mterfere ; or4. When resistance is great, call upon God to rebuke Satan.
Finally, remember that a little knowledge of t~e devil makes men
tremble before him, but full knowledge enables the believer to overcome! as
he fearlessly depends upon God for victory over all the wiles of the ~e1ver
of the whole inhabited earth, through the Blood of the Lamb. (Rev• n1. 11.)
Your fellow servants and soldiers in the war against
sin and SatanTHE WRiTERS OF THE BOOK.

CHAPTER I.

13·Biblical Survey of

Satanic deceptio~

Man' s ignorance a condition for Satanic deception-peril of the Church at
the close of the Christian dispensation- large numbers of true believers ensnared
through lack of knowledge- knowledge of spiritual things gained by Scripture
and by experience-the Bible throws light upon the principles of the Divine
and Satanic workings- experience required to clearly understand- Satan' s
work in the Garden of Eden- goodness no protection from deception-the
existence of an organized monarchy of evil supernatural powers not referred
to in the Genesis story- the verdict of God upon the victim and the deceiver
- the deceiver at work among the saints of the old dispensation- the veil
lifted during the time of Moses- the unveiling to Daniel- the deceiver
clearly unveiled in the New Testament- his work as deceiver among the
disciples of Christ-again in the early Church-the climax disclosure reserved
until the Apocalypse-the hierarchy in existence in Eden unveiled in the
Revelation - the name and character, and world -wide work of the deceiver
made known--the ground upon which he can produce such vast results-men
in a state of deception by nature-the deception peril at the end of the
dispensation - Christ's foreshadowing of the end-Paul's prophecy lo Timothy
- th e character of the peril defined by Paul- deception through demon
doctrines the deceiving spirits' use of human teachers- the difference between
false ancl dece ived teachers some ways of leaching by deceiving spirits-the
specific marks of their teachings- culmination of the flood tide of teaching
spirits in the one sitting in the Temple oLG-od as God- the special warning
to the Church by the writer of the Apocalypse - the prophecy in Daniel that
"teachers ' ' shall fall al the time of the end- the peril of the elect clearly
foretold by Christ- the two passages must be taken together-the elect mu•t
take heed, and seek know ledge as a safei:uard against deception.

T

RUTH of every kind makes free, while lies bind
up in bonds. Ignorance also binds up, because it
gives ground to Satan. Man's ignorance is a
primary and essential condition for deception by evil
spirits. The ignorance of the people of God concerning
the powers of darkness, has made it easy for the devil to
carry out his work as deceiver. U nfallen man in his
pure state was not perfect in knowledge. Eve was
ignorant of "good and evil," and her ignorance was a
condition which lent itself to the deception of the
serpent.
The devil's great purpose, and for which he fights, is
to keep the world in ignorance of himself, his ways,
and his colleagues, and the Church is taking sides with
A
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him when siding with ignorance about him. Every man
should keep an attitude of openness to all truth, and
shun the false knowledge which has slain its tens of
thousands, and kept the nations in the deception of the
devil.
To-day there is a special onslaught of deceiving spirits
upon the Church of Christ, the fulfilment
of the prophecy which the Holy Spirit
A special
on~.,l~u~htp~f. expressly made known to the Church
decez mj; s ,,., 1s
on the Church. through the Apostle Paul, that a great
deceptive onslaught would take place in
the" later times." Since the utterance of the prophecy,
more than eighteen hundred years have passed by, but
the special manifestation of evil spirits in the deception
of believers to-day, points unmistakeably to the fact that
we a.re at the close of the age.
The peril of the Church at the close of this dispensation
is foreshown to be especially from the supernatural
realm, whence Satan would send forth an army of
teaching spirits, to deceive all who would be open to
teachings by spiritual revelation, and thus draw them
away unwittingly from full allegiance to God.
Yet in face. of this plain forecast of the peril in later
times, we find the Church in almost entire ignorance of
the workings of this army of evil spirits. The majority
of believers too readily accept everything " supernatural"
as of God, and supernatural experiences are indiscriminately accepted because all such experiences are thought
to be Divine.
Through lack of knowledge, the majority of even the
most spiritual people, do not carry out a full and perpetual
war upon this army of wicked spirits ; and many are
shrinking from the subject, and the call to war against
them, saying that if Christ is preached it is not necessary
to give prominence to the existence of the devil, nor to
enter into direct conflict with him, and his hosts. Yet
large numbers of the children of God are becoming a
prey to the enemy for lack of this very knowledge, and
through the i:;ilence of tf\ii,chers on this vital truth,
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the Church of Christ is passing on into the peril of the
closing days of the age, unprepared to meet the onslaught
of the foe. On account of this, and in view of the
plainly given prophetic warnings in the Scriptures · the
alread~ manifest influx of the evil hosts of Satan ar:iong
the children of God ; and the many signs that we are
actually in the " later times " referred to by the Apostle ·
all believers should welcome such knowledge about th;
powers of ~arkness, as will enable them to pass through
the fiery tnal of these days, without being ensnared by
the foe.
Apart from such knowledge, when thinking he is
"fighting for truth," it is possible for a believer to fight
for, defend, and protect evil spirits, and their works
believing he is thereby " defending " God, and Hi~
works ; for if he thinks a thing Divine, he will protect
~nd stand for it. It is possible for a man through
ignorance to stand against God, and to attack the very
truth of God, and also defend the devil, and oppose God,
uulo1:11:1 ho bas knowledge.
The Bible throws much light upon the Satanic powers,
which cannot fail to be discerned by all
who search tlie""' Scriptures with open
!(now/edge
.
• d b
/lamed b;y letter
of Scripture, and mm s, ut these will not obtain as much
b;y experience. knowledge of the subject from the sacred
record, as will those who have understanding by experience, interpreted by the Holy Spirit,
and shown to be in line with the truth of the Word of
God. In short, Scripture, apart from experience, does
not enable the believer to know, and realize, the actual
existence ?f the devil'. and his hosts of evil, and the way
they deceive, and mislead the children of men. The
believer may have a direct witness in his spirit to the
-truth of the Divine Word, but through experience he
gets a ~erson~l witness to the inspiration of Scripture,
and to its testimony concerning the existence of supernatural beings, and their works.
If all that the Bible contains on the subject of the
supernatural powers of evil, could be exhaustively dealt
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War on the Saints.
deceiving of the nations, and the world-powers acting
under his instigation and rule. The highly organized
confederacy of principalities and powers, acknowledging
the headship of Satan, is disclosed, and their
" authority over every tribe and people and tongue and
nation,"all deceived by the supernatural and invisible forces
of evil, and making "war with the saints" (Rev. xiii. 7).
War is the keyword of the Apocalypse; war on a scale
undreamed of by mortal man ; war between
Warld-widedecep-v ast angelic powers of light and darkness;
and the deceived
tion disclosed in war by the draaon,
0
•
the A pocal;ypse.
world-powers upon the samts; war by the
same world-powers against the Lamb; war by the dragon
upon the Church; war in many phases and forms, ur.til
the end when the Lamb overcomes, and they also
overcome who are with Him, called and chosen and
faithful (Rev. xvii. 14).
The world is now drawing nearer to the "time of the
end," characterized by the deception depicted in
the Apocalypse as being world-wide; when there
will be deception of NATIONS, and individitals, on
sucl1 a vast scale that the deceiver will practically have
the whole earth under his control. Ere this climax is
reached there will be preliminary stages of the deceiver's
working, marked by the widespread deception of
individuals, both within and without the Church, beyond
the ordinary condition of deception in which the
unregenerate world is lying.
To understand why the deceiver will be able to produce
the world-wide deception depicted in the Apocalypse,
which will permit the supernatural powers to carry out
their will, and drive nations and men into active rebellion
against God, we need to clearly grnsp what the Scriptures
say about unregenerate men in their normal condition,
and the world in its fallen state.
If Satan is described in the Apocalypse as the deceiver
of the whole eA.rth, he has been so from the beginning.
"The whole world lieth in the evil one" (1 John v. 19),
said the Apostl e, to whom was ~ivcn the Revelation,
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describing the world as already lying deep in darkness
through the deception of the evil one, and blindly led
by him through vast evil spirit hosts under his control:
The word " deceived " is, according to the Scripture,
the description of every unregenerate human
. o f persons, race,
. h t d'1s t·mct1on
b .
The word
.. deceioed" the emg, wit ou
also were . . .
We
"
sex.
description of culture, or
deceived" (Titus iii. 3), said Paul the
eoer;y
.
.
h .
lh
unregenerate man.
Apostle, a t oug m his " deceived "
condition he was a religious man, walking according to
the righteousness of the law, blameless (Phil. iii. 6).
Every unregenerate man first of all is deceived by his
own deceitful heart (Jer. xvii. 9; Isa. xliv. 20), and
deceived by sin (Heb. iii. 13); the god of this world
adding the " blinding of the mind " lest the light of the
gospel of Christ should dispel the darkness (2 Cor. iv. 4).
And the deception of the evil one does not end when the
regenerating life of God reaches the man, for the blinding
of the mind is only removed just so far as the deceptive
lies of Satan are dislodged by the light of truth.
Even though the heart is renewed, and the will has
turned to God, yet the deeply ingrained disposition to
self-deception, and the prosence,-in some measure, of the
blinding power of the deceiver on the mind, betrays itself
in many forms, as the following statements from Scripture
show:The man is deceived if he is a hearer, and not a DOER
of the Word of God (Jas. i. 22).
He is deceived if he says he has no sin (1 John i. 8).
He is deceived when be thinks himself to be "something" when he is nothing (Gal. vi. 3).
He is deceived when he thinks himself to be wise
with the wisdom of this world. (1 Cor. iii. 18).
He is deceived by seeming to be religious, when an
unbridled tongue reveals hi true condition (J as. i. 26).
He is deceived, if he thinks he will sow, and not reap
what he sows (Gal. vi. 7).
He is deceived, if he thinks the unrighteous will inherit
the kingdom of God (1 Cor. vi. 9).
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He is deceived if be thinks that contact with sin will
not have its effect (1 Cor. xv. 33) upon him.
DECEIVED!
How the word repels, and how involuntarily every human being resents it as applied to him self,
not knowing that the very repulsion is the work of the
deceiver, for the purpose of keeping the deceived ones
from knowing the truth, and being set free from
deception. If men can be so easily deceived by the
deception arising from their own fallen na~ure, how
eagerly will the forces of Satan seek to add to 1t, and not
diminish it by one iota. How keenly will they work to
keep men in bondage to the old creation, o~t of wh~ch
will spring multitudinous forms of self-decept10n, enablmg
them the more readily to carry on their deceiving work.
Their methods of deception are old and new, adapted to
suit the nature, state, and circumstances of the victim.
Instigated by hatred, malice, and bitter ill-will towards
mankind and all goodness, the emissaries of Satan
do not fail to execute their plans, with a perseverance
worthy to be imitated by him who fain would reach his
goal. .
The arch-deceiver is not only the deceiver of the whole
unregenerate world, but of the child~·en of
Satan the
God also; with this difference, that m the
dec,ioer_also of deception he seeks to practise upon the
the chddren
.
' t ac_t·JCS, an d
of God.
samts,
h e changes b 1~
work s
with acutest strategy, m wiles of error, and
deception concerning the things of God (Matt. xxiv. 24;
2 Cor. xi. 3, 13, 14, 15).
The chief weapon which the deceiver-prince of darkn_ess
relies upon to keep the world in his power, is deception,
and deception planned to beguile men at every stage of
life; deception (1) of the unregenerate who are already
deceived by sin ; (2) deception suited to the ?~rnal
Chri stian; (3) and deception fitted to the spm~ual
believer, who has passed out of the preceding stages '.nto
a realm where ho will be open to meet more subtle wiles.
Let the deception be removed which holds th_e. man in
the earlier <'lays of his unregenerate cond1t1on, and
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in the stage of the carnal Christian life ; when he
emerges into the heavenly places, described by Paul in
the Epistle to the Ephesians, he will find himself in the
very keenest workings of the wiles of the deceiver, where
the deceiving spirits are actively at work attacking those
who are united to the risen Lord.
In the Apocalypse, we have the full unveiling of the
Satanic confederacy in widespread control
The deception of the whole earth, and the war upon the
peril of th e 1a st saints as a whole · but the work of the
da,s of the age.
'
deceiver among the foremost saints of God
is especially depicted in the Ephesian letter of the apostle
Paul, where, in Ephesians vi. 10-18, we have the veil
drawn aside from the Satanic powers, showing their
war upon the Church of God, and the individual believer's
armour and weapons for conquering the foe. From this
passage we learn that in the plane of the belie'l)er' s
highest experience of union with the Lord, and in the
" high places " of the spiritual maturity of the Church,
will the keenest and closest battle be fought with the
deceiver and his hosts.
Hence as the Church of Obrist draws near to the time
of the end, and is, by the inworking po~r of the Holy
Spirit, being matured for translation, the full force of the
deceiver and his hosts of lying spirits will be directed
upon the living members of the Body of Christ. A
glimpse into this onslaught of deceiving spirits upon
the people of God in the close of the age, is given in the
Gospel of Matthew, where the Lord uses the word
deceived in describing some of the special marks of the
latter days. He said : " Take h eed that no man DECEIVE
you. For many shall come in My Name, saying, ' I am
Christ:' and shall lead many astray" (Matt. xxiv . 4, 5,
A..V. and R.v.); "and many false prophets shall arise ,
and shall DECEIVE many" (Matt. xxiv. 11, A.v.). "There
shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall
show great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray [or
"deceive" A.v.] if possible, even the elect" (Matt.
xxiv. 24).
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The special form of deception is said also to be in
connection with~ niz:ity,~.,and not worldly,
Deception in things ; incidentally showing that. the
connection with people of God, at the time of the end, will be
the supelrnatural expecting the coming of the Lord, and thererea m.
fore be keenly awake to all movements from
the supernatural world, in such a measure that de~e~ving
spirits will be able to take advantag~ of ,i,t, and antici~:te
the Lord's appearing by " false Christs and false si 0 ns
and wonders; or mix their counterfeits with the true
manifestations of the Spirit of God. The Lord says th~t
men will be deceived (1) CONCERNING CHRIST and His
parousia-or coming ; (2) CONCERNING PROPH~CY---:-or
teaching from the spiritual world through inspired
messengers ; and (3) CONCERNING THE GIVING OF P~OOF.~
of the " teachings " being truly of God, by " signs
and" wonders" so God-like, and therefore so exact a
counterfeit of
working of God, as to be indistinguishable from the'-\rue by those described as His " ~lect_" ;
who will need to possess some other test than the Judgmg
by appearances of a ''sign'' being from God, if they are to
be able to discern the false from the true.
The Apostl~Paul's words to Timothy, con~a~ning the
special prophecy given to him bl the Holy S~mt for _the
Church of Christ in the last days of the dispensation,
exactly coincide with the words of the Lord recorded by
Matthew.
The two letters of Paul to Timothy are the last epistles
that he wrote ere his departure to be with Christ. Both
were written in prison, and Paul's prison w~s to. ~i~
what Patmos was to John, when he was "m spirit
(Rev. i. 10)* shown things to come. Paul w_as giving
his last directions to Timothy for the ordering of the
Church of God, right on to the end of her time on eart~;
givin g "rules to guide," not only Timothy, but all Gods
servants, "in dealing with God's household." In the
midst of all these detailed instructions, his keen seer's

the

•" Be was in spirit-in a condition wholly loosened from the ear~htran sported by ruct\nS of the Spirit-into the Lord's day , ," ·· Seus.
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vision looks on to the " later times " ; and by express
command of the Spirit of God, be depicts in a few brief
sentences, the peril of the Church in those times, in the
same way that the Spirit of God gave the prophets of
the Old Testament some pregnant prophecy, only to be
fia.lly understood after the events had come to pass.
The Apostle said: " The Spirit saith expressly, that in
later times some shall fall away from the faith, giving
heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of demons, through
the hypocrisy of men that speak lies, seared in their own
conscience as with a hot iron . . " (1 Tim. iv. 1, 2, R.V. m.).
Paul's prophetic statement appears to be all that is
foretold in specific words about the Church,
P au r s statement
d .
.
inlTim.io.1.2, an
its history, at the close of the
the onlJ s!,ecific dispensation. The Lord spoke in general
one showing th _e terms about the dangers which would
cause of the peril.
encompass His people at the time of the
end, and Paul wrote to the Thessalonians more fully
about the apostasy, and the wicked deceptions of the
Lawless one in the last days, but the passage in Timothy
ia the only one which expli citly shows the special cu.use
of the peril of the Church in its closing da.ys on earth,
and how the wicked spirits of Satan would break in upon
her members, and by q(lQQP(ieaa-- beguile some away from
their purity of faith in Christ.
The Holy Spirit, in the brief message given to Paul,
describes the character and work of the evil spirits,
recognizing (1) their eg;is_t/3.!!:.'}.e, (2) their efforts directed
~ s ~Kl/~ to (3) deceive them, and by .a~~tio..,1t
(4) draw them away from the path of simple faith m
Christ, and all that is included in the " faith once for all
delivered unto the saints" (Jude 3).
That the har(1,Ct~r of the spirits is described in
1 Tim. iv. 1-3, and not the men they sometimes use in
the work of deception, may be understood from the
Greek original.*
• Pember says that v. 2 refers to the oha,~okr of the deceiving spirits
and ~hould be read thus: "direct toacb,n'i(of'iiii:>lean spirits, who, though
bearmg a brand on their own conscience, as a criminal is disfignredwonld pretend to sa.ne.J:itX,(i.e. holiness) t 2..!:!'in cr~den~for their lies, . ,"
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The peril of the Church at the close of the age, is
therefore from supernatural beings who are "hypocrites, "
who pretend to be what they are not, who give" teachings"
which appear to make for greater holiness, by producing
ascetic Reverity to the" flesh," but who themselves are
wicked and unclean, and bring in to those they deceive
the foulness of their own presence ; for where they
deceive they gain possession : and whilst the deceived
believer thinks he is more" holy," and more "sanctified,"
and more delivered from the desires of the flesh, these
hypocritical spirits defile the deceived one by their
presence, and under cover of sanctity hold their ground,
and hide their workings.
The peril concerns every child of God, and no spiritual
believer dare say he is exempt from peril.
The peril of The prophecy of the Holy Spirit declares,
deceioing spirits Wat (1) "so-ine" shall fall away from the
.
affects eoer:9
~hifd of God. faith ; (2) the reason for the fall will be a
giving heed to deceiving spirits, i.e., the
nature of their working being not known evil, but
deception, which is a covered working. The essence of
deception is that the operation is looked upon as sincere
and pure. (3) The nature of the deception will be in
doctrines of demons, i.e., the deception will be in a.
doctrinal sphere. (4) The way of deception will be that
the "doctrines" are delivered with "hypocrisy, " i.e.,
spoken as if tme. (5) Two instances of the effect of these
evil spirit doctrines are given : (a) the forbidding of
marriage, and (b) abstaining from meats; both, said Paul,
"created by God." Therefore their teaching is marked
by opposition to God, even in His work as Creator.
Demoniacal "doctrines" have been generally tabulated
as either belonging to the Church of Rome, because of
the two marked results of demon teaching mentioned by
Paul, which characterise that Church; or later "cults"
of the twentieth century, with their omission of the fact
of sin, and the need of the atoning sacrifice of Christ,
and a Divine Saviour; but there is a vast realm of
doctrinal deception by deceiving spirits, penetrating, and
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inter-penetra ting Evangelical Christendom , by W h'IC h
'l • · ·
ev1 sp1r1ts, .m . more or less degree, influence the 1·Ives
Ch r1st1an ~e~, and bring them under their power;
even of ..
even ~pmtual Christians being thus affected on the plane
d~scnbed ~y the Apostle, where believers united to the
Risen Christ meet " spiritual wickedness " in " heaven!
places." For the Satanic forces describe~
· tO
shown to be d'IVI"ded Ill
vi.12, a.re
The Sata~ic in Eph.
. . ,,
. .
"
forces described
Principalities -force and dominion
in Ephes. vi. (1)
dealing with nation.~ and governments •
(2) " Powers "-having authority and power of action i~
all the spheres open to them; (3) " World-rulers"governing the darkness, and blindness of the world at
lar~e; (4) " ~icke~ spirits" in the heavenly placesthen· forces bemg directed in, and upon the Church of
Jesus Christ'. in " wiles," " fiery darts," onslaughts, and
every conceivable dec·eption over "doctrines" which
they ace capable of planning.
The peril of the household of God is therefore not of a
few, but all, for obviously none can "fall away from th
fa~th " but thos~ "".ho are actually in the faith to begi:
with. The peril 1s from an army of teaching spirits
~oured _fort~, by Satan upon all who would be open to
. teachmgs from the spiritual world, and through
ignorance of such a danger, be unable to detect the wiles
of the enemy.
The peril assails the Church from the s1tpernatural
world, and comes fr~m supernatural spirit-beings who
are p_ersons (Ma:,k 1. 25) with intelligent power of
planrnng (Matt. xu. 44, 45), with strategy (Eph. vi. 11)
the decept10n of those who "give heed" to them.
The peril is supernatural . And those who are in
peril are the spiritual children of God · who are not to
be beguiled by the world or the flesh, but who are open
to al_l they can learn of " spiritual " things, with sincere
longmg to be more " spiritual " and more advanced in
the knowledge of God. For deception by doctrines
would not concern the world so much as the Church
Evil spirits would not urge spiritual Christi~ns to ope~
B
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sin, such as murder, drink, gambling, etc., but would
plan deception in the form of" teaching " and" doctrine s,"
the believer not knowing that deception on " teaching "
and " doctrines " gives admission to evil spirits to
" possess " the deceived one, as much as through sin.
How the evil spirits as teachers get men to receive
their teaching s, may be summed up in three
ways: (1) By giving their doctrines,
specific
e~il
the
H_o~
•P'.~•ts dece,v~. or teaching s ' as spiritual revelatio ns ' to
by cloclrznes.
those who accept everythi ng superna tural
as Divine because supern atural- a certain class
unaccus tomed to the spiritual realm, acceptin g all that
is "supern atural" as from God. This form of "teachi ng"
is direct to the person ; in " flashes " of light on a text,
'' revelations '' by visions of Christ, or streams of texts
apparen tly from the Holy Spirit. * (2) By mixing their
"teachi ngs" witlf'"the man's own reasonings, so that he
thinks he has come to his own conclusions. The
teachings of the deceiving spirits in this form are so
natural in appeara nce, that they seem to come from the
man himself, as the fruit of his own mind, and reasoning.
They counterfeit the working of the human brain, and
inject thought s and suggestions into the human mind ;t
for they can directly communicate with the mind, apart
from gaining possession (in any degree) of the mind or
.
body.
Those who are thus deceived, believe that they have
come to their own conclusions, by their own reasonings,
ignorant that the deceiving spirits have incited them to
" reason " without sufficient data, or on a wrong premise,
and thus come to false conclusions. The teaching spirit
has achieved his own end by putting a lie in the man's
mind, through the instrum entality of a false rensoning.
(3) By the indirect means of deceived human teachers ,
supposed to be conveying undilute d Divine "truth," and
implicitly believed because of a godly life and characte r,
• The condition for the deception of evil •pirit ■ in this wa.y, a.nd bow
,o distinguish theso from tho true tee.ching of the Holy Spirit, will be
found in Chapter VI.
t Ree Cb&oter VII.
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believers saying, " He is a good man, and a holy ma.n
a.nd I believe him." The life of the man is taken as ~
sufficient guarant ee for his teaching, instead of judging
t~e " teaching " by the Scriptur es, apart from
his persona l characte r. This has its foundati on in the
prevalen t idea that everythi ng that Satan and his evil
spirits do is manifes tly evil, the truth not being realized
~hat they work under cover of light (2 Cor. xi. 14), i.e.,
if they can get a " good man " to accept some idea from
them, and pass it on as" truth," he is a better instrum ent
for deceptive purpose s than a bad man who would not
be believed.
There is a difference between " false " teachers , and
deceived ones. There a.re many deceived
ones amongst the most devoted teachers
False and
deceived
to-day, because they do not recognize that
teachers.
an army of teaching spirits have come
forth from the abyss to deceive the people of God, and
that the special peril of the spiritual section of the
Church lies in the superna tural realm, from whence the
~eceiving spirits with " teachings " are whisper ing their
he_s to all who are "spiritu al," i.e., open to spiritual
thmgs. The " teaching spirits " with " doctrine s " will
make special effort to deceive those who have to transmi t
"doctrin e," and seek to mingle their "teachi ngs" with
truth, so as to get them accepted. Every believer must
test all teachers to-day, for himself, by the Word of God,
and their attitude to the atoning Cross of Christ, and
other fundame ntal truths of the gospel, and not be
misled into testing " teaching " by the characte r of the
teacher. Good men can be deceived, and Satan needs
good men to float his lies under the guise of truth.
How teaching spirits teach, we find described bv Paul
for he says they speak lies in hypocrisy, that is,· speak
~ies a~ if they were t~uth. And the effect of their working
1s said to "cauteri ze " (Gr.) the conscience, i.e., if a
believer accepts Lhe teaching s of evil spirits as Divine,
because they como to him "supern aturally ," and he
.obeys, and follow!! those "teachin gs," "consci ence" is
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unused,* so that it practically becomes dulled and passive
- or seared-and a man does things under the influence
of supernatural "revelation" which an actively awakened
" conscience " would keenly rebuke and
The effect on condemn. Such believers "give heed" to
the conscie?ce of these spirits, by (1) listening to them, and
the teachings
.
b:, e"il spirits. then by (2) obeying them ; for they are
deceived by accepting wrong thoughts
a.bout God's presence, t and about Divine love, and
unknowingly give themselves up to the power of lying
spirits. Working in the line of "teaching," deceiving
spirits will insert their "lies " spoken in hypocrisy, into
" holiness " teaching, and deceive believers about sin,
themselves, and all other truths connected with the
spiritual life.
Scripture is generally used as the basis of these
teachings, and is skiifully woven together like a spider's
web, so that they a.re caught in the snare. Single
texts a.re wrenched from their context, and their place in
the perspective of truth ; sentences a.re taken from their
correlative sentences, or texts are aptly picked out from
over a. wide field, and so netted together as to appear to
give a full revelation of the mind of God ; but the
intervening passages, giving historical setting, actions
and circumstances connected with the speaking of the
words, and other elements which give light on each
separate text, are skilfully dropped out.
A wide net is thus made for the unwary, or the
untaught in the principles of Scripture exegesis, and
ma.ny a life is side-tracked, and troubled by this false
using of the Word of God. Because the experience of
ordinary Christians in regard to the devil is limited to
knowing him as a. tempter, or as an accuser, they have
no conception of the depths of his wickedness, and of
the wickedness of evil spirits, and are under the impression that they will not quote Scripture, whereas they will
quote the whole Book if they can but deceive one soul.
• See Chapter IV. on l'assivity of conscience through non-ue&.

t Bee Chapter V. on how eYil spirits counterfeit the Presence of God.
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The " teachings " of deceiving spirits now being promulgated by them, are too many in number
Some wa;ys of to enumerate in a small compass
They
.. teaching" b;y
ll h
h
b
.
deceioing spirits. are usua y t oug t to e only generally
recognized in "false religions," but the
teaching spirits with their "doctrines," or religious ideas
suggested to the minds of men are ceaselessly at work
in every clime, seeking to play upon the religious instinct
in men, and give a substitute for truth.
Therefore truth, alone, dispels the deceptive doctrines
of the teaching spirits of Satan. The truth of God, not
merely "views of truth." Truth concerning all the
principles and laws of the God of Truth. " Doctrinos of
demons " simply consist of that which a man " thinks "
and " believes " as the outcome of sug~estions made to
his mind by deceiving spirits. All " thought " and
" belief " belongs to one of two realms-the realm of
truth, or the realm of falsehood, each having its source
in God or Satan. All truth comes from God, and all
that is contrary to truth from Satan. Even the
"thoughts" that apparently originate in a ma.n's own
mind come from one of these two sources, for the mind
itself is either darkened by Sa.tan (2 Cor. iv. 4), and
therefore fertile soil for his " teachings," or renewed by
God (Ephes. iv. 23), and clarified from the veil of Satan,
and made open to the reception and transmission of
truth.
Since thought, or " belief," originates either from the
God of Truth, or the father of lies (John
1:he. basic
viii. 44), there is but one basic principle
",~•:c•tple f.h?rd for testing the source of all doctrines, or
t es m6 eac m 6 s
b;y teaching spirits." thoughts" and " beliefs,"
held by
believers, or unbelievers, i.e. , the test of
the revealed Word of God.
All " truth " is in harmony with the only channel of
revealed truth in the world-the written Word of God.
All "teachings" originating from deceiving spirits(1) Weaken the authority of the Scriptures;
(2) Distort the teaching in the Scriptures ;
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(3) Add to the Scriptures the thoughts of men ; or
(4) Put the Scriptures entirely aside.
The ultimate object being to hide, distort, misuse, or pub
a.side the revelation of God concerning the Cross of
Calvary, where Satan was overthrown by the God- Man,
and where freedom was obtained for all his captives.
The test of a,11 "thought" and "belief" therefore is its
(1) H armony with the written Scriptures in its full
body of truth.
(2) The attitude to the Cross, and sin.
In the Christianized world, some doctri nes of demons,
tested lJy these two primary JJrinciples , may be mentioned as
Christian Science:
Theosophy:
Spiritism:
New Theology:

no sin, no Saviour, no Cross.
no sin, no Saviour, no Cross.
no sin. no Saviour, no Cross.
no sin, no Saviour, no Oros11.

In the heathen w.orld:
1.

Mahommedauism
Confucianism
{ Buddhism, etc.

2.

Idolatry as the
worship of
{ demon11.

No Saviour, no Cross, a '' moral "
religion, with man his own
Saviour.
No knowledge of a. Saviour, or
)
of his Cal vary sacrifice, but true
1
knowledge of tho ovil powers,
which they ondcavou r to propitiate, becauso tboy havo proved
)
them to be exis tent .

l

In the Christian Church : Countless " thoughts " and
"beliefs," which a.re opposed to the truth of God, a.re
injected into the minds of Christians by teB.Ching spirits,
rendering them ineffective in the warfare with sin and
Sa.tan, and subject to the power of evil spirits, although
they are saved for eternity through their faith in Chri st,
a.nd accept the authority of the Scriptures, and kn ow the
power of the Cross. All" thoughts" and "beliefs" should
therefore be tested by the truth of God revealed in the
Scripture, not merely by '' texts" or portion s of the Word,
but by the principles of truth revealed in the Word. Since
Satan will endorse his teachings by " sign s and wonders "
(Matt. xxiv. 24; 2 Thess. ii. 9; Rev. xiii. 13), " fire
from heaven," "power " and " signs," are no proof of
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" teaching " being of God ; nor is a " beautiful life " to
be the infallible test, for Satan's "ministers " can be
"ministers of righteousnes s" (2 Cor. xi. 13-15).
The culmination of the flood tide of these deceiving
. . spirits sweeping upon the Church is
'
Tl, e cu Immatzon d
.
of the flood tide escnbed by the Apostle Paul in his letter
of deceiving to the Thessalonian s, where he speaks of
.
f one, who will,
·f t t"
spirits
ess. ii. in th e roam es -a 10n o
2 Thshown
Christendom
deceived
so
have
eventually,
as to have gained an entrance into the very sanctuary of
G:od ; so that " he sitteth in the sanctuary of God, setting
himself forth as God . . . " The " presence " of this one
being a " Presence " like God, and yet " according to the
working of Satan, with all power, and signs, and wonders,
of falsehood, and with all deceit • . " (2 Thess. ii.
9, 10, R.v. See margin R.v.).
. Confir~ation of the Lord's words recorded by Matthew,
1s found m the revelation given by Him to John, on
P atmos, that at ~he close of the age, the main weapon
used by th o dec~1vor for obtaining power over the people
of the earLh, will be superna tural signs from heaven,
when a counterfeit "lamb" will do "great signs," and
even "make fire come down out of heaven " to deceive th e
dwellers on the earth, and thereby exercise such control
over the whole world, that " no man shall be able to buy
o~__sell, save he that hath the mark of the beast" (Rev.
xm. 11-17). Through this supernatural deception, the full
purpose of the deceiving hierarchy of Satan thus reaches
its consu1:11mation, in the foretold world-wide authority.
Dec~pt1on of the world with deepening darkness ;
decept10n of the Church through "teachings," and
"manifestati ons," will reach the highest flood-tide climax
at the close of the age.
It is striking to note that the Apostle who was chosen
The special ~o transmit the Apocalypse to the Church,
warning to the m preparation for the last days of the
Church by the Ohurch militant, should be the one to write
• .
writer of the t o th e Ch nst1ans
of his day : " Believe not
Apocalypse.
(1 John iv. 1-6), and earnestly
spirit"
every
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warn his " children " that the " spirit of anti-Christ,"
and the" spirit of error" (deception) was already actively
at work among them. Their attitude was to be " believe
not "-i.e., to dottbt every supernatural "teaching," and
"teacher," until proved to be of God. They were to
prove the "teachings," lest they came from a "spirit of
error," and be part of the deceiver's campaign as "antiChrist," i.e., against Christ.
If this attitude of neutrality and doubt toward supernatural teachings was needed in the days of the Apostle
John-some fifty-seven years after Pentecost-how much
more is it needed in the " later times " foretold by the
Lord, and by the apostle Paul ; times which were to be
characterised by a clamour of voices of "prophets," that
is-in the language of the twentieth century-" speakers"
and " teachers " using the sacred Na.me of the Lord ;
and when " teachings " received supernaturally from the
spiritual realm, w~ld abound. "Teachings" accompanied with such wonderful proofs of their " Divine "
origin, as to perplex even the most faithful of the Lord's
people, and even, for a time, to DECEIVE some of them.
Daniel, in writing about this same "later time," said
" Some of the teachers shall fall, to refine
Daniel's
them, and to purify, and to make them
prophecy that
" teachers" white, even at the time of the end"
should "fall" (Dan. xi. 35, R.v. m.).
Yes, the truth
at tho time of
must
be
faced
!
The
"
elect
" may be
the end.
deceived, and, from Daniel's words,
are apparently permitted to be deceived for a season,
so that in the fire testing they may be " refined "
(the word refers to the expulsion of dross by the
smelting fire) : " purified " (the removal of dross already
expelled), and made " white " (the polishing and
brightening of the metal after it has been freed from its
impurities).* Probably it is in connection with thif:I
solemn word, that one strange statement about the war
at the close of the age is made, when it is said of the
attack of the leopard-like beast, that "it was given unto

him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them"
(Rev. xiii. 7).
Daniel also Rpeaks of the same prevailing of the enemy
for a season : The horn " made war with the saints, and
prevailed against them" (Dan. vii. 21). Daniel adds:
" Until the Ancient of Days came .. and the time came
that the saints possessed the kingdom." It appears, therefore , that in the" time of the end," God will permit Satan
to prevail for a season against His saints, even as he
prevailed over Peter when he was handed over to him to
be sifted (Luke xxii. 31) ; as he apparently prevailed over
the Son of God at Calvary, when "the hour anu power of
darkness " closed around Him at the Cross (Matt. xxvii.
38-46) ; and as be is shown to do over the " two
witnesses" described in Rev. xi. 7, and in the last great
manifestation of the dragon deceiver's triumph over the
saints, and his power over the whole inhabited earth, in
Revelations xiii. 7-15.
All these instances have taken place at different
periods of time in the history of Christ and His Church,
and in the Apocalypse picture, the prevailing of the
leopard-like beast may refer to the saints on the earth
after the translation of the Church ; but they show the
PRINCIPLE that God's triumphs are ofttimes hidden in
apparent defeat. The elect of God must therefore take
heed, at all stages of the war with Satan as deceiver, not
to be swayed, or moved by appearances ; for the apparent
triumph of supernatiwal powers which appear to be
Divine, may prove to be Satanic ; and appearances of
outward defeat, which appear to be the devil's victory
may prove to cover the triumph of God.
The enemy is a deceiver, and as a. deceiver be will
work and prevail in the later times.
Outward success " Success " or " defeat " is no criterion
or defea~ no true of a work being of God or Satan. Calvary
cr,terwn for
.
stands for ever as the revelat10n of God's
judgment.
way in working out His redemption
purposes. Satan works for time, for he knows his time
is short, but God works for eternity. Through death to
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life, through defeat to triumph, through suffering to joy,
is God's way.
Knowledge of truth is the primary safeguard against
deception. The "elect" must know, and they must
learn to " prove " the " spirits " until they do know what
is of God, and what is of Satan. The words of the
Master, "Take heed, I have told you,'' plainly implies
that personal knowledge of danger is part of the Lord's
way of guarding His own, and believers who blindly rely
upon "the keeping power of God," without seeking to
understand how to escape deception, when forewarned
to " take heed " by the Lord, will surely find themselves
entrapped by the subtle foe.*

CHAPTE R II.
The Satanic confederacy of wicked spirits.
The rise and fall in spiritual power of the Church marked by attitude to
demoniacal hosts of evil-statutes given by Jehovah to Moses embodied
atringent commands for dealing with evil spirits-the drastic penalty of death
for all who dealt with them-the rise and fall of Israel in after years varied
with leaders' dealing with Satanic idolatry and sin-how Christ recognized
existence of Satan and his hosts - Christ's uncompromising attitude toward
them - in the early Church the Apostles also drastically dealt with powers of
evil-diagram showing the attitude required at close of the dispensation -the
Church in the twentieth century not recognizing powers of darkness because of
low condition of spiritual life- the true knowledge of the heathen about evil
spirits-their ignorance is in propitiatory attitude, not knowing Christ's victory
at Calvary - Church of Christ must lay hold of apostolic equipment-evil
spirit manifestation is more visible in time of God's manifest working-the
Satanic confederacy unveiled in the Bible-distinction between Satan and his
wicked spirits-the Lord's recognition of Satan's kingdom and power-His
aggressive attitude toward him and his emissaries-the realm of the deceiverprince-evil spirits in the gospel records-their characteristics clearly described
-their existence known by those who have suffered from them- the rage
and depraved nature of these evil beings- their manifestations through those
they possess- different kinds among them- how they work th, ough mediums- their power over human bodies-the exorcisms by cxorcisers contrasted with
authority and word of Christ-the authority bearing same mark of power
exercised by the Apostles- the Church of Christ must recognize these wicked
enemies of man-resist them as well as destroy their works.

/ ( PERSPECTIV E view of the ages covered by
the history in Bible records, shows that the
rise and fall in spiritual power of the people of
God, was marked by the recognition of the existence of
the demoniacal hosts of evil. When the Church of God
in the old and new dispensa\ions was at the highest point
of spiritual power, the leaders recognized, and drastically
dealt with, the invisible forces of Satan ; and when at
the lowest they were ignored, or allowed to have free
course among the people.
The reality of the existence of wicked spirits by
whom Satan, their prince, carried out his work in the
fallen world of men, cannot be more strongly proved,
than by the fact that the statutes given by Jehovah to
Moses in the fiery mount, embodied stringent measures

J-1

• See Chapter III., p11,ge 50,
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for den.ling with the attempts of evil spirit beings to find
entry to the people of God. Moses was instructed by
Jehovah to keep the camp of Israel free from their
inroads, by the drastic penalty of death for all who had
dealings with them. The very fact of Jehovah thus
giving statutes in connection with such a subj ect, and
the extreme penalty enforced for disobedience to His
law, shows in itself (1) the existence of evil spirits, (2)
their wickedness, (3) their apility to communicate with,
and influence human beings, an d (4) the necessity for
uncompromising hostility to them, and
God legislating their works. God would not legislate for
for dangers
dangers which had no real existence, nor
from
~vii spirits.
would He command the extreme penalty
of death, if the contact of the people with
evil spirit beings of the unseen world, did not necessitate
such drastic dealing.
The severity of the penalty obviously implies, also,
that the leaders of Israel must have been given acute
"discerning of spirits," so sure and so clear, that they
could have no doubt in deciding cases brought before them.
Whilst Moses and Joshua lived, and enforced the
strong measures decreed by God to keep His people
free from the inroads of Satanic power, Israel remained
in allegiance to God, at the highest point of its history;
but when these leaders died, the nation sank into
darkness, bro ught about by evil spirit powers, drawing
the people into idolatry and sin ; the condition of the
nation in after years, rising and falling (see Judges ii. 19,
1 Kings xiv. 22-24; compare 2 Chron. xxxiii. 2-5, xxxiv.
2-7) into (1) allegiance to God, or (2) idolatrous worship
of idols, and all the sins resulting from the substitution
of the worship of Satan-which idolatry really meantin the place of Jehovah.
When the new dispensation opens with the advent of
Christ, we find Him-the God-Man-recognizi ng the
existence of the Satanic powers of evil, and manifesting
uncompromi sing hostility toward them, and their works.
Moses in the Old Testament. Christ in the New.
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Moses, the man who knew God face to face. Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of the Father, sent from God to
the world of men. Each recognizing the existence of
Satan and the evil spirit beings ; each drastically dealing
with them as entering and possessing men, and each
waging war against them, as actively opposed to God.
Taking a perspective view, from the time of Christ
on throughout the early history of the Church, up to
the giving of the Apocalypse, and the death of the
Apostle John, the manifested power of God wrought
(in varying degrees) among His people, and the leaders
recognized and dealt with the spirits of evil-a period
corresponding to the Mosaic period in the old dispensation.
Then the forces of darkness gained, and, with
intermittent intervals and exceptions, the Church of
Christ sank down under their power, until,
The Church in the darkest hour, which we call the
in the
Middle Ages. Middle Ages, all the sins having their rise
through the deceptive workings of the evil
spirits of Satan, were as rife as in the time of Moses,
when he wrote by the command of God, " There shall
not be found with thee . . one that useth divination, or
that practiseth augury, or an enchanter, or a sorcerer, or
a charmer, or a consulter with a familiar spirit, or a
wizard, or a necromancer" (Deut. xviii. 10-11).
Now, at the close of the dispensation, and on the eve
of the millennial age, the Church of Christ will again
arise, and reach God's purposed power, only when the
leaders recognize, as Moses did in the Old Testament
Church, and Christ and His apostles did in the new, the
existence of evil spirit powers of darkness, and take
towards them and their works, the same uncompromising
attitude of hostility, and aggressive warfare.
The followiug simple diagram will show these facts of
history and what God purposes to be history at the close
of the present age, when the in,flux of the evil hosts of
Satan among the people of God will demand the same
strong dealing as in Moses' day, and the same Divine
power exercised over all their workings, as was
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wielded by Christ and His apostles at the beginning of
the dispensation.

Church are beginning to recognize the real existence of
Satanic powers, and are seeking to know how to discern
their workings, and how to deal with them in the power
of God.
The hour of need always brings the corresponding
measure of power from God to meet that need. The
Church of Christ must lay hold of the equipment of the
apostolic period, for dealing with the influx of the evil
spirit hosts among her members. That all believers may
receive the equipment of the Holy Spirit, whereby the
authority of Christ over the demon hosts of
Believers may
,
,
•
d
l b
receive equipment Satan 1s mamfested, is prove not on y y
to deal with
the instance of Philip the deacon in the
Satanic powers. Acts of the Apostles, but also by the
writings of the " Fathers " * in the early centuries of the
Christian era, which show that the Christians of that
time (1) recognized the existence of evil spirits, (2) that
they influenced, deceived and possessed men, and
(3) that Christ gave His followers authority over them
through His Name. That this authority through the
Name of Christ, t wielded by the believer walking in
living and vital union with Christ, is available for the
servants of God at the close of the age, the Spirit of God
is making known in many and divers ways. God gives
an object lesson, through a native Christian like Pastor
Hsi,! in China, who acted upon the Word of God in
simple faith, without the questioning caused by the
mental difficulties of Western Christendom; or He
awakens the Church in the West, as in the Revival in
Wales, by an outpouring of the Spirit of God; which not
only manifested the power of the Holy Spirit at work in
the twentieth century, as in the days of P entecost; but
also unveiled the reality of Satanic powers in active
opposition to God and His people, and the need among
the Spirit-filled children of God, for equipment for dealing
with them. Incidentally, too, the Revival in Wales
threw light upon the Scripture records, showing that the
highest points of God's manifested power among men, is
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Why the Church in the twentieth century has not
recognized the existence, and workings, of
The Church 01 evil supernatural forces can only be
the Twentieth
'b
.
f
. . l
Century.
attn ute d to ..its low con d'.1t10n
o spmtua
life and power. Even at the present time,
when the existence of evil spirits is recognised by the
heathen, it is generally looked upon by the missionary
as " superstition" and ignorance ; whereas the ignorance
is often on the part of the missionary, who is blinded by
the prince of the power of the air to the revelation given
in the Scriptures, concerning the Satanic powers.
The " ignorance" on the part of the heathen is in their
propitiatory attitude to evil spirits, because of their
ignorance of the gospel message of a Deliverer and a
Saviour sent to "proclaim release to the captives" (Luke
iv. 18), and Who, when He was on earth, went about
healing all who were "oppressed by the devil" (Acts x.
38), and sent His messengers to open the eyes of the
bound ones, that they might " turn from darkness to light,
and from the power of Satan unto God" (Acts xxvi. 18).
If missionaries to the heathen recognized the existence
of evil spirits, and that the darkness in heathen lands
was ca.used by the prince of the power of the air (Eph.
ii. 2; iv. 18; 1 John v. 19; 2 Cor. iv. 4), and proclaimed
to the heathen the message of deliverance from the evil
hosts, they know so well to be rea.1, and malignant, foes ;
as well as remission of sin, and victory over sin through
the atonin g sacrifice of Calvary; a vast change would
come over the mission field in a few brief years.
But the Holy Spirit is already at work, opening the
eyes of the people of God, and many of the leader s in the

• See Appendix.

t See Chapter XI.
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invariably the occasion for concurrent manifestations of
the working of Satan. It was so when the Son of God
came forth from the wilderness conflict with the prince
of darkness, and found the hidden demons in many lives
aroused to malignant activity, so that from all parts of
Palestine crowds of victims came to the Man, before
whom the possessing spirits trembled in impotent rage.
The awakened part of the Church of to-day, has now
no doubt of the real existence of the spirit beings of evil,
and tlrn,t there is an orga.nized monarchy of supernatural
powers, set up in opposition to Christ, and His kingdom,
bent upon the eternal ruin of every member of the human
race; and these believers know that God is calling them
to seek the fullest equipment obtainable for withstanding,
and resisting these enemies of Christ and His Church.
In order to understand the working of the deceiverprince of this power of the air, and become a.cute to
discern his tactics, and his methods of deceiving men,
such believers should search the Scriptures thoroughly,
to obtain a knowledge of his character, and how spirits
of evil are able to possess, and use the bodies of men.
The distinction between the workings of Satan as
prince of demons, and his evil spirits,
Distinction
should specially be noted, so as to underbetween Satan
stand their methods at the present day;
and
for to many the adversary is merely a.
evil spirits.
tempter, whilst they little dream of his
power as a deceiver (Rev. xii. 9), hinderer (1 Thess. ii.
18), murderer (John viii. 44) , liar (John viii. 44), accuser
(Rev. xii. 10), and a false angel of light; and still less of
the hosts of spirits under his command, constantly
besettiug their path, bent upon deceiving, hindering, and
prompting to sin. A vast host wholly given up to
wickedness (Matt. xii. 43-45), delighting to do evil, to
slay (Mark v. 2-5), to deceive, to destroy (Mark ix. 20) ;
and having access to men of every grade, prompting them
to all kinds of wickedness, and satisfied only when
success accompanies their wicketl pl ans to ruin the
children of men (Matt. xxvii. 3-5).

This distinction between Satan, the prince of the
demons (Matt. ix. 34), and his legion of wicked spirits, is
clearly recognized by Christ, and may be noted in many
parts of the Gospels (Matt. xxv. 41). We
Satan's
find Satan in person challenging the Lord
challenge
of
·
th e WI'Id erness t emp t a t'10n, an d Ch n.st
Christ
in the m
wilderness.
answering him as a person, word for word,
and thought for thought, until he retires,
foiled by the keen recognition of his tactics, by the Son
of God (Luke iv. 1-13).
We read of the Lord describing him as the " prince of
the world" (John xiv. 30); recognizing him as ruling
over a kingdom (Matt. xii. 26); using imperative language
to him as a person, saying, " Get thee hence " ; while to
the Jews He describes his character as "sinning from
the beginning," and being a " murderer," and a "liar,"
the "father of lies," who "abode not in the truth"
(John viii. 44) which once he held as a great archangel
of God. He is called, also, " that wicked one " (1 John
iii. 12, A.v.), the "Adversary," and that "old serpent"
(Rev. xii. 9).
In respect of his method of working, the Lord speaks
of him as sowing " tares," which are " sons of the evil
one," among the wheat-the "sons" of God (Matt. xiii.
38, 39) ; thus revealing the Adversary as possessing the
skill of a master mind, directing, with executive ability,
his work as "prince of the world," in the whole inhabited
earth, 11.nd with power to place the men, who are called
his "sons," wherever he wills.
We read also, of Satan watching to snatch away the
seed of the Word of God from all who hear it, this again
indicating his executive power in the world-wide
direction of his agents, whom the Lord describes as
"fowls of the air"; in His own interpretation of the
parable (Matt. xiii. 3, 4, 18, 19; Mark iv. 3, 4, 14, 15;
Luke viii. 5, 11, 12), plainly saying that He meant by
these " fowls " the " evil one " (Gr. Poneros, Matt. xiii.
19) ; " Satan" (Gr. Satana, Mark iv. 15) ; or " Devil "
(Gr. Diabolus, Luke viii. 12); whom we know, from the
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general teaching of other parts of the Scriptures, does
his work through the wicked spirits he has at his
command; Satan himself not being omnipresent, although
able to transpose himself with lightning velocity to any
part of his world-wide dominions.
The Lord was always ready to meet the antagonist
whom He had foiled in the wilderness,
The Loras
attitude to and but who had only left Him "for a season"
r~co,tnition of (Luke iv. 13).
In Peter He quickly
Satan.
discerned Satan at work, and exposed
him by one swift sentence, mentioning his name
(Matt. xvi. 23). In the Jews He stcipped aside the
mask of the bidden foe, and said, "Ye are of your
father, the devil" (John viii. 44), and with keen-edged
words spoke of him as the" murderer" and the" liar,''
prompting them to kill Him, and lying to them about
Himself and His Father in heaven (John viii. 40-41).
On the lake in a storm, fast asleep, and awakened
suddenly, He is alert to meet the foe, and stands with
calm majesty to " rebuke " the storm, which the prince
of the power of the air had roused against Him
(Mark iv. 38, 39).
In brief, we find the Lord, right on from the wilderness
victory, unveiling the powers of darkness, as He went
forward in steady aggressive mastery over them.
Behind what appeared " natural," He som etimes
discerned a supernatural power which demands His
rebuke. He " rebuked " the fever in P eter's wife's
mother (Luke iv. 39), just as He "rebuked" the evil
spirits in other, and more manifest forms, whilst in other
instances He simply healed the sufferer by a word.
The difference between Satan's attitude to the Lord,
and that of the spirits of evil, should also be noted.
Satan, the prince, tempts Him, seeks to hinder Him,
prompts the Pharisees to oppose Him, hides behind a
disciple to divert Him, and finally takes hold of a.
dit!1ciple to betray Him, and then sways the multitude
to put Him to death ; but the spirits of evil bowed
down before Him, beseeching Him to "let them alone,"
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-and not to command them to go into the a.byss
(Luke viii. 31).
The realm of this deceiver-prince is specifically
mentioned by the Apostle Paul in his description of him
.a s "prince of the power of the air" (Ephes. ii. 2), the
.aerial, or "heavenly places," being the special sphere of
the activity of Satan, and his hierarchy of powers. The
name Beelzebub, the prince of the demons, meaning the
"god of flies," suggestively speaks of the aerial character
of the powers of the air, as well as the word "darkness,"
describing their character, and their doings. The Lord's
description of Satan's working through "fowls of the
air" strikingly corresponds to these other statements,
together with John's language about the "whole world
lying in the evil one" (1 John v. 19) ; the "air" being
the place of the workings of these aerial spirits, the very
.atmosphere in which the whole human race moves, said
to be "in the evil one."
The gospel record is full of reference to the workings
of evil spirits, and shows that wherever
Ef)i/ •pirils
the Lord moved, the emissaries of Satan
in the
,tospel record,. sprang into active manifestation in the
bodies, and minds, of those they inawelt ;
-and that the ministry of Christ and His apostles was
directed actively against them , so that again and again
-the record reads, " He went into their synagogues
throughout all Galilee, preaching and casting out
,demons" (Mark i. 39) ; He "cast out many demons, and
He suffered not the demons to speak, because they knew
Him" (Marki. 34); "Unclean spirits, whensoever they
beheld Him, fell down before Him, and cried, saying,
Thou art the Son of God" (Mark iii. 11). Then came
the sending out of the twelve chosen disciples, when the
spirits of evil again are ta.ken into account, for "He gave
them authority over unclean spirits" (Mark vi. 7).
Later He appointed seventy other messengers, and as
they went forward in their work, they, too, found the
demons subject to them through His Name (Luke x. 17).
Were Jerusalem, Capernaum, Galilee, and all Syria,
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then filled with people who were " insane " and
" epileptic " ? Or was the truth of eTil spirit pos'S ession
of people a common fact ? In any case it is evident
from the gospel records, that the Son of God dealt
with the powers of darkness as the active, primary
cause of the sin, and suffering of this world, a.nd that the
aggressive part of His, and His disciples' ministry, was
directed persistently against them. On the one hand He
dealt with the deceiver of the world, and bound the
"strong man," whilst on the other He taught the truth
about God to the people, to destroy the lies which the
prince of darkness had placed in their minds (2 Cor. iv. 4)
about His Father and Himself.
We find, too, that the Lord clearly recognized the devil
behind the opposition of the Pharisees (John viii. 44),
and the "hour and power of darkness" (Luke xxii. 53)
behind His persecutors at Calvary. He said that His
mission was to " proclaim liberty to the captives "
(Luke iv. 18), and who the captor was He revealed on the
eve of Calvary, when He said, "Now is the judgment of
this world, now shall the prince of this world be cast
out" (John xii. 31); and later on that this "prince"
would once more come to Him, but would find nothing
in Him as ground for his power (John xiv. 30).
It is striking to find that the Lord did not attempt to
convince the Pharisees of His claims as the Messiah, nor
take the opportunity of winning the Jews, by yielding to
their desil'es for an earthly king. His one
Chris! alw?:,• work in this world was manifestly to
deal•;h~ UJ• th conquer the Satanic prince of the world
in.,isible enemies. by the death of the Uross (Heb. ii. 14); to
deliver his captives from his control, and
to deal with the invisible hosts of the prince of darknessworking at the back of mankind. (See 1 John iii. 8.)
The commission He gave to the twelve, and to theseventy, was exactly in line with His own. He sent
them forth , and " gave them authority over unclean
spirits, to cast them out, and to preach the gospel" (Matt.
x. 1) ; to " first bind the strong man " (Mark iii. 27), and
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then to take bis goods; to deal with the invisible hosts
of Satan first, and then "preach the gospel."
From all this we learn that there is one Satan, one devil,
one prince of the demons, directing all the opposition to
Christ and His people ; but myriads of wicked spirits
called "demons," lying spirits, deceiving spirits, foul
spirits, unclean spirits, subjectively at work in men.
Who they are, and whence their origin, none can
positively say. That they are spirit beings who are evil
is alone beyond all doubt; and all who are undeceived and
dispossessed from Satanic deception, become witnesses,
from their own experience, to their existence, and power.
They know that things were done to them by spirit
beings, and that those things were evil ; therefore they
recognize that there are spirit beings who do evil, and
know that the symptoms, effects and manifestations of
demoniacal possession have active, personal agencies
behind them. From experience they know that they are
hindered by spirit beings, and therefore know that these
things are done by evil spints who are hinderers.
Therefore, reasoning from experimental facts, as well as
the testimony of Scripture, they know that these evil
spirits are murderers, tempters, liars, accusers, counterfeiters, enemies, haters, and wicked beyond all the power
of man to know.
The names of these evil spirits describe their characters,
for they are called "foul," "lying," unclean," "evil," and
" deceiving" spirits, as they are wholly given up to every
manner of wickedn ess, and deception, and lying works.
What the characteristics are of these wicked spirits,
and how they are able to dwell in the
Characteristics
· d s of h uman bemgs,
·
of coil spirds. bod'1es an d mm
w1·11 be
seen by a careful examination of the specific
cases mentioned in the gospels ; as well as their power to
interfere with, mislead, and deceive, even servants of God,
from references to them in other portions of the Word of
God.
Evil spirits are generally looked upon as " influences,"
and not as intelligent beings, but their personality and
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entity, and difference in character as distinct intelligences,
will be seen in the Lord's direct commands to them
(Mark i. 25; v. 8; iii. 11, 12; ix. 25) ; their power of
speech (Mark iii. 11); their replies to Him, couched in
intelligent language (Matt. viii. 29); their sensibilities of
fear (Luke viii. 31) ; their definite expression of desire
(Matt. viii. 31); their need of a dwelling place of rest
(Matt. xii. 43) : their intelligent power of decision (Matt.
xii. 44) ; their power of agreement with other spirits;
their degrees of wickedness (Matt. xii. 45); their power
of rage (Matt. viii. 28); their strength (Mark v. 4); their
ability to possess a human being, either as one (Mark i.
26) or in a thousand (Mark v. 9); their use of a human
being as their medium for " divining," or foretelling the
future (Acts xvi. 16); or as a great miracle worker by
their power (Acts viii. 11).
When evil spirits act in a rage, they act as a.
combination of the maddest, and most
The rage and wicked persons in existence but all their
. ' Jl'1gence, an d
. h f ul! est mte
. d one wit
Ulickedness of
ev1.1 1s
ellil spirits.
purpose. They know what they do, they
know it is evil, terribly evil, and they will to do it. They
do it with rage, and with the full swing of malice, enmity
and hatred. They act with fury and bestiality, like an
enrnged bull, as if they had no intelligence, and yet with
full intelligence they carry on their work, showing the
wickedn ess of their wickedness. They act from an
absolutely depraved nature, with diabolical fury, and with
an undeviating perseverance. They act with determination, persistency, and with skilful methods, forcing
themselves upon mankind, upon the Church, and still
more upon the spiritual man.
Their manifestations through the persons in whom
they obtain footing, are varied in character,
Varied
to the degree and kind of ground
according
of
manife,tation
eoil spirits
they secure for possession. In one Biblical
through persons.
case the only manifestation of the evil
spirit's presence was dumbness (Matt. ix. 32), the spirit
possibly locatin g in the vonal organs; in anothet·, the

person held by the spirit was "deaf and dumb" (Mark
ix. 25), and the symptoms included foaming at the
mouth, grinding the teeth-all connected with the head
-but the hold of the spirit was of such long standing
(v. 21) that he could throw his victim down, and convulse
the whole body (Mark ix. 20-22) .
In other cases we find merely an " unclean spirit" in
a man in a "synagogue," probably so hidden that
none would know the man was thus possessed, until the
spirit cried out with fear when he saw Christ, saying,
"Art Thou come to destroy us? " (Mark i. 24) ; or a
"spirit of infirmity" (Luke xiii. 11) in a woman of whom
it might be said that she simply required "healing" of
some disease, or that she was always tired, and only
needed" rest," as some would say in the language of the
twentieth century.
Again, we find a very advanced case in the man with
the "legion," showing that the evil spirits' possession
reach ed such a climax, as to make the person appear
insane; for his own personality was so mastered by the
malignant spirits in possession, as to cause him to lose
all sense of decency, and self-control in the presence of
others (Luke viii. 27). The unity of purpose in the
spirits of evil to carry out the will of their prince, is
especially shown in this case, as with one accord they
besought to be allowed to enter the swine, and with one
accord they rushed the whole herd into the sea.
That there are different kinds of spirits is evident from
all the instances given in the gospel records.
Different kinds Their manifestation outside the gospel
of
cases, may be seen in the story of the girl
ellil spirits.
at Philippi, possessed by a "spirit of
divination," and again in Simon the Sorcerer, who was
so energized by Satanic power for the working of miracles,
that he was considered Lo be" a great power of God" by
the deceived people (Acts viii. 10).
Spiritists, to-day, are deceived, in so far as they really
believe they are communicating with the spirits of the
dead; for it is ea.sy for spirits of evil to impersonate
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any of the dead, even the most devoted and saintly
Christians; for they have watched them (Acts xix. 15) all
their lives, and can easily counterfeit their voices, or say
anything about them, and their actions when on earth.
In like manner as a " spirit of divination," deceiving
spirits can use "palmists," and " fortune tellers," to
cleceive; for in their work of watching human beings,
they inspire the mediums to foretell, not what they know
about the future-for God alone has this knowledge-but
things which they themselves intend to do; and if they
can get the person, to whom these things are told, to
co-operate with them, by accepting, or believing, their
"fore-telling," they try to eventually bring them about,
e.g., the medium says such and such a thing will
happen, the person believes it, and by
Evil spirits fore• believing opens himself or herself to the
.·
. ··t , t o brmg
telling t/,rough
t h' at th'mg to' pass ,.
ev1. 1 sp111
mediums.
or else admits the spirit, or gives free
opportunity to one already in possession, to bring about
the thing foretold. They cannot always succeed, and
this is the reason why there is so much uncertainty
about the responses through mediums, because many
things may hinder the workings of the evil spirit
beings, particularly in the way of prayer by friends, or
intercessors in the Christian Church.
These are some of the " deep things of Satan" (Rev.
ii. 24) mentioned by the Lord in His message to Thyatira,
manifestly referring to far deeper subtle workings
among the Christians of that time, than all that the
Apostles had seen in the cases recorded in the gospels.
"The mystery of lawlessness doth already work," wrote
the Apostle Paul (2 Thess. ii. 7), showing that the deep
laid schemes of deception through "doctrines" (1 Tim.
iv. 1), foretold as reaching their full culmination in the
last days, were already at work in the Church of God.
Evil spirits a.re at work to-day, inside as well as outside
the Church, and " spiritualism," in its meaning of dealing
with evil spirits, may be found inside the Church, and
amon~ the most spiritun.l believers, apart from its true

name. Christian men think they are free from spiritism
because they have never been to a seance, not knowing
that evil spirits attack, and deceive every human being,
and they do not confine their working to the Church, or
the world, but wherever they can find conditions fulfilled
to enable them to manifest their power.
The control of the spirits over the bodies of those they
possess is seen in the gospel cases. The
T_he 1>_0 ':'er of man with the legion was not master over
. .
. d T
b d
evrl spmts ooer h'
he sp1nts would
IS own o y or mm .
human bodies.
"seize him," "drive him " (Luke viii. 29),
compel him to cut himself with stones (Mark v. 5),
strengthen him to burst every fetter and chain (v. 4),
"cry out" aloud (v. 5), and fiercely attack others (Matt.
viii. 28). The boy with the dumb spirit would be dashed
to the ground (Luke ix. 42), and convulsed; the spirit
forced him to cry out, and tore him, so that the body
became bruised and sore (v. 39). Teeth, tongue, vocal
organs, ears, eyes, nerves, muscles and breath, are seen to
be affected and interfered with, by evil spirits in
possession.* Weakness and strength are both produced
by their working, and men (Marki. 23), women (Luke
viii. 2), boys (Mark ix. 17), and girls (Mark vii. 25), are
equally open to their power.
That the Jews were familiar with the fact of evil spirit
possession, is clear from their words, when they saw the
Lord Christ cast out the blind and dumb spirit from a
man (Matt. xii. 24). Also that there were men among
them who knew some method of dealing with such cases
(v. 27). "By whom do your sons cast them out?" said
the Lord. That such dealing with evil spirits was not
effective, may be gathered from some instances given,
where it appears that alleviation of the sufferings from
evil spirit possession, was the most that could be done;
e.g. (1) the case of king Raul, who was soothed by the
harp playing of David; (2) the sons of Sceva, who were
professional exorcists, yet who recognized a power in t,he
Name of Jesus which their exorcism did not possess. In
• See Chapter VJT. on symptoms C>f possession.
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both these cases the danger of attempted alleviation and
exorcism, and the power of the evil spirits, is strikingly
shown in contrast to the complete command manifested
by Christ and His Apostles. David playing to Saul is
suddenly aware of the javelin flung by the hand of the
man he was seeking to soothe; and the sons of Sceva
found the evil spirits upon them, and mastering them as
they used the Name of Jesus, without the Divine
co-working given to all who exercise personal faith in
Him. Among the heathen, also, who know the venom
of these wicked spirits, propitiation and soothing of their
hate by obedience to them, is the most that they know.
How striking to contrast all this with the calm
authority of Christ, who needed no adjuraThe e:rnrcism
of eoil spirit< tion, or methods of exorcism, and no
contrasted with prolonged preparation of Himself ere
Christ's power
dealing with a spirit-possessed man. "He
of ,vord.
cast out the spirits by a word," "With
authority and power He commandeth . . and they obey
Him," was the wondering testimony of the awe-struck
people; and the testimony, too, of the seventy sent forth
by Him to use the authority of His Name, as they found
the spirits subject to them, even as they were to their
Lord (Luke x. 17-20).
"'They' obey Him," Raid the people. "They "-the
evil spirits whom the people knew to be real identitiec1governed by Beelzebub, their prince (Matt. xii. 24-27).
Th u complete mastery of the Lord over the demons,
compell ed the leaders to find some way of explaining His
authority over them, anJ. so by that subtle influence of
Satan-with which all who have had insight into his
devices are familiar-they suddenly charge the Lord
with having Satanic power Himself, by saying "He
casLuth out demons through Beelzebub, the prince of the
demon s," suggesting that Christ's authority over evil
spirits was derived from their chief and prince.
The reference to the kingdom of Satan, and his kingship
was left uncontrndictcd by the Lord, who simply
declared the truth in the face of Ratan's lie, that

He ca.st out demons "by the finger of God," and that
Satan's kingclorn would soon fall were he to act against
him self, and dislodge his emissaries from their place of
retreat in human bodies, where alone they can achieve
their greatest power, and do the greatest harm among
men. That Satan does apparently fight against himself is
true, * but when he does so, it is with the purpose of covering some scheme for greater advantage to his kingdom.
That the Apostles after Pentecost recognized and dealt
with the denizens of the invisible worlrl, is
Tl,c authority
evident from the records of the Acts of the
over eoil
,pirits by the Apostles, and other references in the
Apostles after Epistles. The disciples were prepared for
Pentecost.
Pentecost, and the opening of the supernatural world through the comiug of the Holy Spirit, by
their three years' training by the Lord.
They had
watched Him deal with the wicked spirits of Satan, and
bad themselves learned to deal with them, too, so that the
power of the Holy Spirit could safely be given at Pentecost
to men who already knew the workings of the foe. We
see how quickly Peter recognized Satan's work in
Ananias (Acts v. 3), and how "unclean spirits" came
out at his presence, as they did with his Lord (Acts v.16).
Philip, too, found the evil hosts subservient (Acts viii. 7)
to the word of his testimony, as he proclaimed Christ to
the people, and Paul knew, also, the power of the Name
of the Risen Lord (Acts xix. 11) in dealing with the
powers of evil.
It is therefore clear in Bible history that the manifestation of the power of God invariably meant aggressive
dealing with the Satanic hosts ; that the manifestation of
the power of God at Pentecost, and through the Apostles,
meant again an aggressive attitude to the powers of
darkness; and, ergo, that the growth and maturity of the
Church of Christ at the end of the dispensation, will mean
the same recognition, and the same attitude toward the
Satanic hosts of the prince of the power of the air; with
the same co-witness of the Holy Spirit to the authority
• See Chapter VI. on counterfeits of Sa.tan himself.
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of the Name of Jesus, as in the early Church. In
brief, that the Church of Christ will reach its high water
mark, when it is able to recognize and deal with demonpossessio n; when it knows how to "bind the strong
man " by prayer; " comman d" the spirits of evil in the
Name of Christ, and deliver men and women from their
power.
For this the Christian Church must recognize that the
existence of deceiving, lying, spirits, is as
The Church in rea,l in the twentieth century as in the
the twentieth
century must time of Christ, and their attitude to the
recognize the human race unchange
d. That their one
powers of
ceaseless aim is to lie, and deceive every
darkness.
human being. That they are given up to
wickedne ss all day long, a,nd all night long, and that they
are ceaseless ly, and actively pouring a stream of
wickedne ss into the world, and are satisfied only when
they succeed in their wicked plans to deceive, and ruin
men.
Yet the servants of God have been concerne d only to
destroy their works ; and to deal with sin; not recognizi ng
the need of using the power given by Christ, to resist
by faith and prayer, and pmyer and faith, this ever-flowing
flood of Satanic power pouring in among men ; so that
men and women, young and old, and even Christian and
non-Chri stian, become deceived and possessed through
their guile, and because of ignorance about them, and
their wiles.
To make the attitude of these deceiving spirits acutely
clear, the following summary is given:1.
Th c;J pt·o/ess ancl appear:

To be friendly,
To he lp,
To love,
To do good,
To be holy,
To be God,
To be just,
To t..11 the truth,
To give know ledge,
To give light,

To give information.

II.
But they clo not 1oant:
To be friendly,
To help,
To love,
To do good,
To be holy,
To be just,
To tell the truth,
To give knowledge,
To give light.
To give information.
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III.
They really dtsil'e :
To be foes.
To hinder,
To hate.
To do evil.
To be evil.
To be God.
To be unjust.

To tell lies.
To keep you ignorant.
To keep you in darl<ness.
To keep you without truth.
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These supernatu ral forces of Satan are the true causes
of hindranc e to revival. The power of God which broke
forth in Wales, with all the marks of the days of
Pentecos t, has been checked and kept back from going
on to its fullest purpose,* by the same influx of evil
spirits as met the Lord Christ on earth, and the Apostles
of the early Church; with the difference that the inroad
of the powers of darkness found the Christian s of the
twentieth century, with few exceptions, unable to
recognize , and deal with them. Evil spirit possessio n
has followed, aud checked every similar revival througho ut
the centuries since Pentecos t, * and evil spirit possessio n
must now be understoo d, and dealt with, if the Church is
to advance to maturity ; and understoo d, not only in the
degree of possessio n recorded in the gospels, but in the
special forms of manifesta tions suited to the close of the
dispensat ion, under the guise of the counterfeit of the Holy
Spirit, yet having some of the very character istic marks
in the bodily symptom s, as in the gospel records, when
all who saw the manifesta tion knew that it was the work
of the spirits of Satan.

• See Che.pter XII,
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CHAPTER III.
Deception by evil spirits in modern times.
The special onslaught on the Church-degrees of growth in the Christian
life-the dangers meeting believers as they advance in the spiritual worldcan •· honest souls'• be deceived- history and experience prove that they can
- the aftermath of Revival- reasons why true and faithful believers are open
to deception-the crisis of the Baptism of the Spirit a period of danger-the
Holy Spirit as a Person- is the term •• obeying the Spirit•• in accordance
with Scripture-the Holy Spirit" s true position and w".r~ in the believer_•
life- the ~norance of the believer of the laws of the spmtual world-evil
spirits able to counterfeit God- need of discerning of spirits-why the
believer is open to the deceptions of Satan after the Baptism of the Spiritdiagram showing previous ground to the enemy. and the after results-the
subtle worl<ings of the evil spirits in the height of the experie1tce of the
Baptism-diagram shown1g the descent into deception- the need for
examination of theoretical conceptions of truth-the duly of spiritual judgment
and examination of things of the spiritual world before reception-the place
of truth in deliverance from the deceptions of Satan-three stages of
apprehending truth- three attitudes of mind in apprehending ~ruth- tlte_ safety
of neutrality until proof is ob!ained-some mistaken conceptions examme~the "shelter of the Blood•• -waiting for the Spirit to descend-the tarrying
at Pentecost- why waiting meetings are open to danger-many popul!r
expressions in holiness teaching examined-dangers around some words m
common use-various imaginations of how God works-misinterpretation of
~ome texts briefly dealt with-what is the condition of safety at the present
time.

N the special onslaught of the deceiver, which w_ill
come upon the whole of the true Church of Chrn1t
at the close of the age, through the army of
deceiving spirits, there are 80me more than others who
.are specially attacked by the powers of darkness, who
need light upon his deceptive workings, so that they may
pass through the trial of the Last Hour, and be counted
worthy to escape that hour of greater trial, which is
,coming upon the earth (Luke xxi. 34-36; Rev. iii. 10).
For among those who are members of the Body of
Christ, there are degrees of growth, and therefore degrees
of testing, permitted by God, Who provides a way of
escape for him who knows his need, and, by watching
unto prayer, takes heed lest he fall (1 Cor. x. 12, 13).
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He is the Sovereign Lord of the Universe, and Satan is
set his limit with every redeemed believer (see Jobi. 12,
ii. 6; Luke xxii. 31). Some of the members of Christ
are yet in the stage of babyhood, and oth ers do not even
know the initial reception of the Holy Spirit. To such
this book bas not much to say, as th ey are among the
weaker ones who need the "milk of the Word." But
there a.re others, who may be described as the advance
guard of the Church of Christ, who have been baptized
with the Holy Ghost, or who are seeking that Baptism;
honest and earnest believers, who sigh and cry over the
powerlessness of the true Church of Christ, and who
grieve that her witness is so ineffective; that Spiritism
and Christian Science, aud other "isms," are sweeping
thousands into their deceptive errors, little thinking, that,
as they themselves go forward into the spiritual realm,
the deceiver, who has misled others, has special wiles
prepared for them, so that he might render ineffflctive
their aggressive power against him. These are the ones
who are in danger of the special deception
Class of
of the coun terfeit "Christs," and false proBelievers open
and the dazzling lure of "signs and
to supernatural phets,
wonders," and" fire out of heaven," planned
deception.
to meet their longing for the mighty interposition of God in the darkness settling upon the earth,
but who do not recognize that such workings of the
spirits of evil are possible, and so are unprepared to
meet them.
These are the ones, also, who are recklessly ready to
follow the Lord at any cost, and yet do not realize their
unpreparedness for cont.esL with the spiritual powers of
the unseen world, as they press on into fuller spiritual
things. Believers who are full of mental conceptions
wrought into them in earlier years, which hinder the
Spirit of God from preparing them for all they will meet
as they press on to their coveted goal; conceptions
which also hinder others from giving them, out of the
Scriptures, much that they need to know of the spiritual
,vorld into which they are so blindly advancing.
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Conceptions which lull them into a false security, and
give ground for, and even bring about, that very deception
which enables the deceiver to find them an easy prey.
One prevailing idea, which such believers have
deeply embedded in their minde, is that
Can "honest " honest seekers after God " will
not be
souls" be
allowed to be deceived. That this is one
deceived?
of Satan's lies, to lure such seekers into a
false position of safety, is proved by the history of the
Church during the past two thousand years, for every
" wile of error " which has borne sad fruit throughout
this period, first laid hold of devoted believers who were
"honest souls." The errors among groups of such
believers, some well known to the present generation, all
began a.mong " honest " children of God, BAPTIZED WITH
THE HoLY GHOST; and all so sure that, knowing the
side-tracking of others before them, they would never be
caught by the wiles of Satan. Yet they, too, have been
deceived by lying spirits, counterfeitin g the workings of
God in the higher ranges of the spiritual life.
Among such devoted believers, lying spirits have worked
on their determinatio n to literally obey the Scriptures,
and by misuse of the letter of the written Word, have
pushed them into phases of unbalanced truth, with
resulting erroneous practices, many who have suffered for
their n.dberence to these " Biblical commands," firmly
believing that they are martyrs suffering for Obrist.
The world calls these devoted ones "cranks," and
"fanatics," yet they give evidence of highest devotion
and love to the Person of the Lord, and could be
delivered, if they but understood why the powers of
darkness deceived them, and the way of freedom from
their power.
The aftermath of the Revival in Wales, which was a
true work of God, revealed numbers of " honest
souls " swept off their feet by evil supernatural powers,
which they were not able to discern from the true
working of God . And later still than the Welsh Revival,
there have been other " movements," with large numbers

of earnest servants of God swept into deception, through
the wiles of deceiving spirits counterfeitin g the workings
of God; all "honest souls," deceived by the subtle foe,
a.nd certain to be led on into still deeper dt•ception,
notwithstand ing their honesty and earnestness, if they
are not awakened to "return to soberness" and recovery
out of the snare of the devil into which they have fallen
(2 Tim. ii. 26).
The children of God need to know that to be true in
motive, and faithful up to light, is not
. Faithfulness to sufficient safeguard against deception ; and
ight not suffic(ent that it is not safe for them to rely upon
safeguard against
.
,,
.
deception.
their" honesty of purpose as guaranteemg
protection from the enemy's wiles, instead
of taking heed to the warnings of God's Word, ancl
watching unto prayer.
Christians who a.re true and faithful, and honest, can
be deceived by Satan, and bis deceiving spirits, for the
following reasons:(a) When a man becomes a child of God, by the
regenerating power of the Spirit, giving him new life as
he trusts in the atoning work of Christ, he does not .at
the same time receive fulness of knowledge, either of
God, himself, or the devil.
(b) The mind which by nature is darkened (Eph. iv. 18),
and under a veil created by Satan (2 Oor. iv. 4) is only
renewed, and the veil destroyed, up to the extent that the
light of truth penetrates it, and according to the measure
in which the man is able to apprehend it.
(c) "Deception " has to do with the mind, and it
means a wrong thought admitted to the mind, under the
deception that it is truth. Since " deception " is based
on ignorance, and not on the moral character; a Christian
who is "true" and "faithful" up to the knowledge he
has, must be open to deception in the sphere where he
is ignorant of the " devices " of the devil (2 Oor. ii. 11),
and what he is able to do. A " true" and " faithful"
Christian is liable to be "deceived" by the devil because
of his ignorance.
D
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(d) The thought that God will protect a believer from
being deceived if he is true and faithful, is in itself a
" deception," because it throws a man off guard, and
ignores the fact that there are conditions on the part of
the believer which have to be fulfilled for God's working.
God does not do anything instead of a man, but by the
man's co-operation with Him; neither does He undertake
to make up for a man's ignorance, when He has provided
knowledge for him which will prevent him being deceived.
(e) Christ would not have warned His disciples "Take
heed . . be not deceived" if there had been no danger of
deception, or if God bad undertaken to keep them from
deception apart from their " taking heed," and their
knowledge of such danger.
The knowledge that it is possible to be deceived, keeps
the mind open to truth, and light from God; and is one
of the primary conditions for the keeping power of God ;
whereas a closed mind to light and truth, is a certain
guarantee of deception by Satan at his earliest opportunity.
As we glance back over the history of the Church, and
watch the rise of various " heresies " or delusions-as
they have sometimes been called-we can trace the period
of deception as beginning with some great spiritual crisis,
such as that which, in l11ter ye11rs, we have
The Baptism termed "the Baptism of the Holy Ghost";
of //,e
Holy GJ,o,t. a crisis in which the man is brought to
give himself up in full abandonment to the
Holy Spirit, and in so doing thus open himself to the
supernatural powers of the invisible wvrld.
The reason for the peril of this crisis, is, that up to this
time, the believer used his reasoning faculties in judging
right and wrong, and obeyed, what he believed to be, the
will of God, from principle; but now, in his abandonment to the Holy Spirit, h& begins to obey an unseen
Person, and to submit his faculties, and his reasoning
powers in blind obedience to that which he believes is
of God. What tbe Baptism of the Spirit means will be
dealt with in a later chapter;* at this point it is only

necessary to say that it is a crisis in the life of a Christian,
which none but those who have gone through it in
experience, can fully understand. It means that the
Spirit of God becomes so real to the man, that his
supreme object in life is henceforth implicit " obedience
to the Holy Ghost." The will is surrendered to carry
out the Will of God at all costs, and the whole being is
made subject to the powers of the unseen world ; the
believer, of course, purposing that it shall only be to the
power of G;,d, not taking into account that there are
other powers in the spiritual realm, and that all that is
" supernatural " is not all of God ; and not realizing that
this absolute surrender of the whole being to invisible
forces, without knowing how to discern between the
contrary powers of God and Satan, must be of the
gravest risk to the inexperienced believer.
The question whether this surrender to " obey the
Spirit," is one that is in accord with Scripture, should
be examined in view of the way in which so many wholehearted believers have been misled, for it is strange that
an attitude which is Scriptural should be so grievously
the cause of danger, and often complete wreckage, to
many devoted children of God.
" The Holy Ghost, Whom God hath given to them
that obey Him," is the principal phrase
Is the phrase giving rise to the expression, " obey the
obeying
Spirit." It was used by Peter before the
"the Spirit"
Council at Jerusalem, but nowhere else in
Scriptural?
the Scriptures is the same thought given.
The whole passage needs reading carefully to reach a clear
.conclusion. "We must obey Goo" (Acts v. 29), Peter
said to the Sanhedrirn, for "we are witnesses . . and so is
the Holy Ghost Whom God hath given to them that obey
Him" (v. 32). Does the Apostle mean "obey the
Spirit," or "obey Goo," accoraing to the first words of
the passage? The distinction is important, and the
setting of the words can only be rightly understood by
the teaching of other parts of Scripture, that the Triune
·GoD IN HEAVEN is to be obeyed, through the power of
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the indwelling Spirit of God. For to place the Holy Ghost
as the object of obedience, rather than God the Father,
through the Son, by the Holy Spirit, creates the danger
of leading the believer to rely upon, or obey, a "Spirit "
in, or around him, rather than God on the throne in
heaven, Who is to be obeyed by the child of God united
to His Son; the Holy Spirit being the media, or means,
through Whom God is worshipped, and obeyed.
The B itptism of the Spirit, however, so brings the
Holy Spirit as a P erson into the range of tl1e beli ever's
consciousness, that for the time being, the other Persons
of the Trinity, in heaven, are eclipsed. The Holy Spirit
becomes the centre and object of thought and worship,
and is given a place which He Himself does not desire,
nor is it the purpose of the Father in heaven, He should
have, or occupy. " He shall not speak from Himself "
(John xvi. 13), said the Lord before Calvary, as He told
of His coming at Pentecost. He should
The true Work act as Teacher (John xiv. 26), but teaching
of the Ho/:, the words of Another,
not His own ; He
Spirit in the
should bear witness to Another, not tobeliever.
Himself (John xv. 26); He should glorify
Another, not Himself (John xvi. 14); He should only
f-J)eak what was given Him to speak by Another (John
xvi. 13) ; in brief, His entire work would be to lead souls
into union with the Son, and knowledge of the Father
in heaven whilst He Himself directed, and worked in the
background.
But the opening of the spiritual world, which takes place·
through the incoming of the Spirit; and the work of the
Spirit, which now occupies the attention of the believer,
is just the opportunity for the arch-deceiver to comm ence
his wiles under a new form. If the man is untaught in
tho Scriptural statements of the work of the Triune God,
to "obey the Spirit " is now his supreme purpose ; and
to counterfeit the guidance of the Spirit, and the Spirit
Himself, is now the deceiver's scheme; for he must
somehow regain power over this servant of God, so as to
render him nseless for aggressive warfare a.go.inst th~
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forces of darkness, drive him back into the world, or in
some way side-track him from active service for God.
It is just here that the ignorance of the believer about
(1) the spiritual world now opened to him, (2) the
workings of evil powers in that realm, and (3) the
conditions upon which God works in and through
him, gives the enemy his opportunity. It is the time
of greatest peril for every believer, unless he is instructed
a nd prepared, as the disciples were for three whole years
by the Lord. The danger lies along the line of supernatural "guidance," through not knowing the condition
of co-operation with the Holy Spirit, and
The peril of bow to discern the will of God ; and
the tim~ 0! ., counterfeit manifestations, through not
the Baptism OJ
,
h
d'
.
f
. 't ,,
the Spirit.
knowmg t e " 1scernmg o spin
s
necessary to detect the workings of the false
angel of light, who is able to bring about counterfeit
gifts of prnphesy, tongues, healings, and other spiritual
experi ences, connected with the work of the Holy Ghost.
Those who lrnvc their eyes opened to the opposing
forces of the spiritual realm, understand that very few
believers can guarantee that they are obeying God, and
God only, in directly supernatural guidance, because there
are so many factors liable to intervene, such a.s the
believer's own mind, own spirit, own will, and the
deceptive intrusion of the powers of darkness.
Since evil spirits can counterfeit':' God as Father, Son,
or Holy Spirit, the believer needs also to know very
clearly the principles upon which God works, so as to
detect between the Divine and the Satanic workings.
There is a "discernment " which is a spiritual gift,
enabling the believer to discern "spirits," but this also
requires knowledge of" doctrine" (1 John iv. 1), so as to
understand doctrine which is of God, and doctrines, or
teachings, of teaching spirits.
There is a detection, by the gift of discerning of spirits, t
which spirit is at work; and a test of spirits, which ia
• See Chapter V. on the counterfeit of the Persons of the Holy Trinlly.
t See Che.pte~ XT. on •• Di• oerning of Spirito "
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doctrinal. In the former a believer can tell by a
spirit of discernment, that the lying spirits are at work
in a meeting, or in a person, but he may not have the
understanding needed for testing the " doctrines " set
forth by a teacher. He needs knowledge in both cases~
knowledge to read his spirit with assurance in the face
of all contrary appearances, that the supernatural
workings are "of God" ; and knowledge to detect the
subtlety of " teachings " bearing certain infallible
indications that they emanate from the pit, while
appearing to be from God.
In personal obedience to God, the believer can detect
whether he is obeying God in some "command," by
judging its fruits, and by knowledge of the character of
God, such as the truth that (1) God bas always a purpose
in His commands, and (2) He will give no command out
of harmony with His character and Word. Other factors
needed for clear knowledge are dealt with later on.*
Another question of grave importance arises just here.
Why, after a Baptism of the Holy Spirit, the believer
should be so specially open to the deceiver's
workings, for the enemy must have ground
Wh1 the
'B?J>. 1~•m of t~e to work upon and with the Iloly Spirit so
'
Spzrit 1s a special
time of danger. manifestly in possession, how can "ground"
be possible, or the believer be open to the
deceiver's approach?
Possibly because in preceding years, through yielding
to sin, an evil spirit may have obtained access to body or
mind, and, hiding deeply in the structure of the man,
never been detected, or dislodged. The manifestation of
this evil spirit possibly being so apparently "natural," or
so identified with the person's character, as to have had
unhindered sway in his being; such as some peculiar
idea in the mind being considered as part of the man's
idiosyncrasy; some habit of body, as part of the upbringing
of the man himself, therefore " put up with " by others,
and looked upon by the believer as a lawful thing, or of
trivial importance; or else this evil spirit had lodgment

through some secret sin known only to the person, or
through some disposition which gave him sway. [See also
"Passivity," Chap. IV., p. 73, and" obsession," Chap. V.]
In the Baptism of the Spirit, the sin will of necessity
have been dealt with;* that is, the "works of the devil,"
but the evil spirit manifested in the peculiar idiosyncrasy,
is left undetected. The Baptism of the Spirit takes
place, and the Holy Spirit fills the spirit of the man ; the
body and mind are " surrendered " to God, but hidden
secretly in one, or both, t is the evil spirit, or spirits,
which obtained lodgment years before, but who now break
forth into activity, and hide their " manifestations" under
cover of the true workings of the Spirit of God, dwelling
within the inner shrine of the spirit.
The result of this is, that for a time, the heart is filled
with love ; the spirit is full of light and joy; the tongue
is loosed to witness, but ere long a " fanatical spirit "
may be detected creeping in, or a subtle spirit of pride,
or self-importance, and self-aggrandisement,! concurrent
with the other pure fruits of the Spirit, which are
undeniably of God.
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The following diagram helps to make this clear, and how attributing the manifestations to the wrong cause-i.e., "Excuses"§ keeps the intruder hidden, when the ground which admitted him
has been given up, at the time of conviction of sin.
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carry out his schemes, and what these schemes are, and
why in so many instances they succeed in the ensnaring
of devoted believers, we shall deal with later on in this
book. The fact to emphasize now, is, that" honest" and
earnest believers can be deceived, and even " possessed "
by deceiving spirits, so that for a period they go out of
the main line into a bog of deception, or they are left
deceived to the end, unless light for their deliverance
reaches them. How believers sink into deception, the
following simple diagram will show.

all things " they have thought, and taught, in connection
with the things of God, and th e i:;piritual realm. All the
"truths" they have held; all th e phrases and expressions
they have used in " holiness teachings " ; and all the
"teachings" they have absorbed through others. For
any wrong interpretation of truth, any theories and
phrases which are man-conceived, and which we may
build upon wrongly, will have perilous consequences to
ourselves, and to others, in the conflict which the Church,
and the individual believer, is now passing through.
Since in the "later times" evil spirits will come to them
with deceptions in DO C'rRINAL form, believers must
examine carefully what they accept as" doctrine," lest it
should be from the emissaries of the deceiver.
The duty of this examination of spiritual things is
strongly urged by the Apostle Paul, again and again.
" He that is spiritual judgeth (margin, examineth, or, its
in the Greek, investigates and decides), all things"
(1 Cor. ii. 15). The "spiritual" believer is to use his
"judgment," which is a renewed faculty if he is a
" spiritual man," and this spiritual
The spiritual examination, or judging, is mentioned as
belieiJer exhorted operative in conn ection with " things of
.
.. 14) , s h owmg
. . o f G od " (1 Cor. n.
to .. judge all
the Spmt
things."
how God Him8elf honours the intelligent
personality of the man He re-creates in Christ, by inviting
the "judging" and "examining" of His own workings by
His Spirit ; so that even " the things of the Spirit " are
not to be received as of Him, without being examined,
and " spiritually dii::cern ed" as of God. When, therefore,
it is said in connection with the supernatural, and
abnormal manifestations of tho present time, that it is
not necessary, nor even according to the will of God,
for believers to understand, or explain all the workings
of God, it is out of accord with the Apostle's statement
tha.t, "he that is spiritual, jndgeth all things," and
consequently should reject all things which his spiritual
judgment is unable to accept, until such a ti1:11e as he is
able to diflcem wit,h clea.rn P-sR wh at ::,,re the tbmgs of God.
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In the light of the working of deceiving spirits, and
their methods of deception, it is also
Th, need
becoming clear that close examination is
for
of the twentieth century theories,
needed
examination
of theories. conceptions, and expressions, concerning
things in connection with God, and His
way of working in man ; for only the truth of God, apart
from "views" of truth, will avail for protection, or
warfare in the conflict with wicked spirits in the heavenly
sphere.
All that is in any degree the outcome of the mind of
the "natural man" (1 Cor. ii. 14) will prove to be but
weapons of straw in this great battle, and if we rely upon
others' "views of truth," or upon our own human
conceptions of truth, Satan will use these very things to
deceive us, even building us up in these theories and
views, so that under cover of them he may accomplish
his purposes.
We cannot, therefore, at this time, over-estimate t he
importance of believers having open minds to " examine
• See Chapter VIII. <>n "Fighting back to normal."
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And not only is the believer to discern, or judge the
things of the spirit-i.e., all things in the spiritual rnalm
-but he is also to judge himself.
For "if we
discriminated ourselves "-the Greek word means a
thoroiigh investigation-we should not need the dealing
of the Lord, to bring to light the things in ourselves
which we have failed to discern by discrimination
(1 Cor. xi. 31, m.).
" Brethren, be not children in mind, howbeit in malice
be ye babes, but in MIND BE MEN" (Gr., of full, or mature
age, 1 Cor. xiv. 20), wrote the Apostle again to the
Corinthians, as he explained to them the way of the
working of the Spirit among them. The believer is in
"mind" to be of "full age"; that is, able to examine,
"bring to the proof" (Gr., to prove, demonstrate,
examine, 2 Tim. iv. 2, R.v. m.), and "prove all things"
(1 Thess. v. 21). He is to abound in knowledge, and.
"all discernment," so as to "prove the things that
differ," that he may be " sincere and void of offence "
until the day of Christ (Phil. i. 10, m).
In accordance with these directions of the Word of
God, and in view of the critical time through which the
Church of Christ is passing, every expression, "view,"
or theory, which we hold concerning things, should now
be exarnineJ carefully, and brought to the proof, with
opon and honest desire to know the pure
Expre ssion s, truth of God, as well as every statement
"_'oiews."
that comes to our knowledge of the
dhctrmes, need to
.
f h
h" h
th
be examined.
experience o ot ers, w 1c may
row
light upon our own pathway. 1!1very
criticism-just or unjust-should be humbly received,
and examined to discover its ground, apparent or real;
and facts concerning spiritual verities from every
section of the Church of God, should be analysed,
ind ependent of their pleasure, or pain, to us personally,
either for our own enlightenment, or for our equipment
in the ser vice of God. For the knowledge of truth
is the first essential for warfare with the lying
spirits of Satan, and truth must be ea.gerly sought

for and faced with earnest and siucere desire to know it,
and obey it in the light of God ; truth concerning
ourselves, discerned by unbia.ssed discrimination ; truth
from the Scriptures, uncoloured, unstrained, unmutilated,
undiluted; truth in facing facts of experience in all
members of the Body of Christ, and not one section
alone.
There is a fundamentfl.l principle involved in the
freeing power of truth from the deceptions
The place of of the devil. DELIVERANCE FROM BELIEVING
truth in
LIES MUST BE BY BELIEVING TRU'fH. Nothing
delioerance.
can remove a lie but truth. "Ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free "
(John viii. 32), is applicable to every aspect of truth, as
well as the special truth referred to by the Lord when
He spoke tha pregnant words.
In the very first stage of the Christian life the sinner
must know the truth of the gospel, if he is to be saved.
Christ is the Saviour, but He saves through, and not
apart from instruments or means. If the believer needs
freedom , he rnust ask the Son of Goel for it. How does
the Son set free? By the Holy Spirit, and the Holy
Spirit does it by the instrumentality of truth ; or we may
say, in brief, freedom is the gift of the Son, by the Holy
Spirit working through truth.
There are three stages of apprehending truth : (1) Perception of truth by the understanding.
.
(2) Perception of truth for use, and personal apphcation.
(3) Perception of truth for teaching, and passing on
to others.
Truth apparently not grasped may lie in the mind,
and in the hour of need suddenly emerge into experience,
and thus by experience become clear to the mind in
in which it has been lying dormant. It is only by
continual application, and assimilation of truth in
experience, that it becomes clarified in the mind in order
to teach others.
The great need of all believers is that they should
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eagerly seek trnth for their progressive liberation from
a,11 Satan's lies; for knowledge and truth alone can give
victory over Satan as deceiver and liar. If the hearers
of truth should resist it, or rebel against it, truth can
well be left to the care of the Holy Spirit of Truth.
gven in the case of resistance to truth it has at least
reached the rnind, and at any time may fructify into
experience.
There are three attitudes of mind in regard to knowledge, i.e.,
(1) Assumption of knowing a certain thing.
(2) Neutrality toward it, i.e.," I do not know."
(3) Certainty of real knowledge.
This is instanced in the life of Christ. Some ea.id of
Him, "He is a false prophet," with an assitmption of
knowledge; others said, "We do not know "-taking a
position of neutrality until they did know ; but Peter
said, "We know .. " and he had true knowledge.
When believers first hear of the possibility of
counterfeits of God, and Divine things,
The safety of
they almost invariably ask, " How are we
a neutral
attitude to all to know which is which?" It is enough,
supernatural first of all, for them to know
that such
manifestations.
counterfeits are possible ; and then, as
they mature, or seek light from God, they learn to know
for themselves, as no human being can explain to them.
But they cry, "Wo do not know, and how can we
know ? " Thoy should remain neutral to all supernatural workings until they do know. There is among
many a wrong anxiety to know, as if knowledge alone
would save them. They think that they must be either
for, or against certain things, which they cannot decide
are either from God, or from the devil; and want to
know infallibly which is which, that they may declare
their position : but believers can take the attitude
of " for" or " against " without knowing whether the
things they aro in doubt about are Divine or Satanic ;
and maintain the wisdom and safety of the neutral
position to the things themselves, until. by a means
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which cannot be fully described, they know what they
have wanted to understand.
One effect of over-eagerness in desiring knowledge, is
a feverish anxiety, and a restless impatience, worry and
trouble which causes them to lose their moral poise and
power.' It is important in seeking one "blessing'.'. not
to destroy another. In seeking knowledge of spmtual
things let not the believer lose patience, _and calm
quiet restfulness, and faith; let him watch himself, lest
the enemy gain advantage, and rob him of moral power,
whilst he is keen to get light and truth upon the way of
victory over him.
Ere we pass on to deal with the ground f_o~ the
workings of deceiving spirits in believers, some m1smterpretations of truth which are giving ground to t~e P?wers
of darkness at this time, and which need exammat10n to
discover how far they are in accordance with Scripture,
may briefly be referred to. (1) A mistaken conce1Jtion concerning the " shelter of the
:JIA istuken con. Blood," claimed itpon an assembly as a
cepl ion about gua,rantee of absolnte
protection from the
the shelter of
workings
of
the
powers
of darkness. The
the Blood.
New Testament "proportion of truth" concerning the application of the Blood, by the Holy Spirit,
may briefly be said to be as follows :-(1) The Blood of
Jesus cleanses from sin, (a) "if we walk in the light,"
and (b) "if we confess our sins" (1 John i. 7, 9). (2) The
Blood of Jesus gives access to the Holie st of all; because
of the cleansing power from sin (Hebrews x. 19). (3)
The Blood o[ Jesus is the !lroimd of victory ovor Sat:w,
because of its cleansing from every confessed sin, and
because at Calvary, Satan was conqu red (Rev. xii. 11),
but we do not read that any can be put " under the
Blood" apart from their own volition, and individual
condition before God; e.g., if the "shelter of the Blood"
is claimed over an assembly of people, and one present
is giving ground for Satan, the "claiming of the Blood"
does not . avail to prevent Satan working on the ground
whic;h he has lit right to in that p erson,
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In gatherings of people at all stages of spiritual knowledge and experience, the actual effect of claiming
the power of the Blood can only be upon the atmosphere
where the evil spirits are; and the Holy Spirit bears
witness to it there with immediate cleansing effect, as
exampl ed in Rev. xii. 11, where the warfare spoken of
is in the "heavens," with a spiritual foe, working as
an accuser.
A misconception, therefore, about the protecting power
of the Blood, is serious; for those who are present in a.
meeting where Satan is working as well as God, may believe
they are personally i.afe from Satan's workings, apart from
their individual condition and dealing with God; whilst
through the ground they have given-even unknowinglyto the adversary, they are open to his power.
(2) Af,istaken conceptions concerning "waiting for the
Spirit '' to descend. Here again we find
:Mistaken con~ep- expressions and theories misleading, and
~'.ons. c_oncermng opening the door to Satanic deceptions.
waiting /or the
Spirit."
" If we want a Pentecostal manifestation
of the Spirit, we must 'tarry ' as did the
disciples before Pentecost," we have said the one to the
other, and we have seized upon the text in Luke xxiv. 49,
and Acts i. 4, and passed the word along. "Yes, we
must 'tarry,' " until, compelled by the inroads of the
of the adversary in "waiting meetin gs," we have bad to
search the Scriptures once more, to discover that the
Old Testament word of "wait on the Lord" so often
used in the Psalms, bas been strained beyond the New
Testament proportion of truth, and exaggerated into a
"waiting on God" for the outpouring of the Spirit,
which has even gone beyond the "ten days" which
preceded Pentecost, into four months, and even four
years, and which, to our knowledge, bas ended in an
influx of deceiving spirits which has rudely awakened some
of the waiting souls. The Scriptural truth concerning
"waiting for the Spirit"* may be summed up as follows:(1) The disciples waited ten days, but we have no

indication that they " waited " in any passive
state, but rather in simple prayer, and supplication,
until the fulness of time had come for the
fulfilment of the promise of the Father.
(2) The command to wait, given by the Lord (Acts i. 4)
was not carried forward into the Christian
dispensation after the Holy Ghost had come, for
in no single instance, either in the Acts or in the
Epistles, do the Apostles bid the disciples "tarry"
for the gift of the Holy Spirit, but they use the
word "receive" in every instance (Acts xix. 2).*
It is true that at this time the Church is, as a whole,
living experimentally on the wrong side of Pentecost, but
in dealing with God individually for the reception of the
Holy Spirit, this does not put the seekers back to the
position of the disciples before the Holy Ghost had been
given by the Ascended Lord. The Risen Lord poured
forth the stream of the Spirit again and again after the
day of Pentecost, but in each instance it was without
"tarrying" as the disciples did at the first (see Acts iv.
31). The Holy Spirit, Who proceeds from the Father
through the Son to His people, is now among them,
waiting to give Himself unceasingly to all who will
appropriate, and receive Him (John xv. 26; Acts ii.
33, 38, 39J. A " waiting for the Spirit" therefore is not
in accord with the general tenor of the truth given in the
Acts and the Epistles, which show rather the imperative
call to the believer to put in his claim, not only to his
identification with the Lord Jesus in His death, and
union in life with Him in His resurrection, but also to
the enduement for witnessing, which came to the disciples
on the Day of Pentecost.
On the believer's side, we may say, however, that there
is a waiting FOR God, whilst the Holy Spirit deals with,
and prepares, the one who has put in his claim, until he
is in the right attitude for the influx of the Holy Spirit
into his spirit, but this is different from the " waiting
for Him to come,"* which has opened the door so

• Se" Chapter XII. for the true meaning of waiting on God.
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• The Greek word used for receiving the Holy Spirit carries the force
of" graoping "-just the opposite condition to passivity.
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frequently to Satanic manifestatio ns from the unseen
world. The Lord does take the believer at his word
when he puts in his claim for his share of the Pentecostal
gift, but the "manifestati on of the Spirit" -the evidence
of His indwelling and outworking -may not be according
to any pre-concepti ons of the seeker.,:,
Why " waiting meetings" -that is, "waiting for the
Spirit " until Ile descends in some
Why waiting manifested way-have been so profitable
meetings are to deceiving spirits, is because they are not
profitable lo
in accord with the written Word, where
•~ii spirits.
it is set forth that (1) The Holy Spirit is
not to be prayed to, or asked to come, as He is
the Gift of Another (see Luke xi. 13; John xiv. 16).
(2) The Holy Spirit is not to be "waited for," but to
be taken, or RECEIVED from the hand of the Risen
Lord (John xx. 22; Eph. v. 18); of Whom it is
written, "He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost
and with fire" (Matt. iii. 11). Because out of line with
the truth of the Scriptures, therefore prayer to the Spirit,
"tru'.it in the Spirit," "obeying the Spirit," "expecting
the Spirit" to descend, may all become prayer, trust,
and obedience to evil spirits, when they counterfeit tha
working of God, as we shall see later on. t
Other mistaken conceptions of spiritual truth, centre
around phrases, such as these: " God can do everything.
If I tntst Him He must keep me"; not understandin g that
God works according to laws, and conditions, and that
those who trust Him, should seek to know the conditions
upon which He can work in response to their trust.
"If I were wrong, God would not use me"; not understanding that if a man is right in his will, God will use
him to the fullest extent possible, but this being "used"
of God is no guarantee that any man is absolutely right
in all that he says and does.
"I have no sin," or "sin has been entirely removed";
not knowing how deeply the sinful life of Adam is
ingrained in the fallen creation, and how the assumption
• See Chap. XII.

t Che.p. VI.
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that "sin" has been eliminated from the whole being,
enables the enemy to keep the life of nature from being
dealt with by the continual power of the Cross. "God,
Who is Love, will not allow me to be deceived " is
of itself a deception, based on ignorance of the depths
of the Fall, and the misconceptio n that God works
irrei;:pective of spiritual laws. "1 do not believe it
possible for a Christian to be deceived," is a shutting of
the eyes to facts around us on every hand. " I have
had too long an expe1ience to need teaching"; "I must
be taught of God direct, because it is written, ' Ye need
not th~t any ma~ teach yoit,' "is another misused passage
of Scripture, which some believers interpret as meaning
that they are to refuse all spiritual teaching through
others. But that the Apostle's words, "Ye need not that
any man teach you," did not preclude God teaching through
anointed teachers, is shown in the inclusion of II teachers"
in the list of gifted believers to the Church, for the
" building up of the Body of Christ " through "that
~hich e~ery joint supplieth" (Eph. iv. 11-16). For God
~s s_ometimes able to teach His children more quickly by
mdirect means-that is, through others-than directly,
b~cause men are so slow in understandin g the way of
direct teaching by the Spirit of God.
Many_ o~her similar misconceptio ns of spiritual things
by Chr1stiar.s of to-day, give opportunity to the
:leception of the enemy, because they cause believers to
close their minds to (1) the statements of God's Word;
(2) the facts of life; (3) and the help of others who could
throw light upon the way (1 Pet. i. 12).
Other dangers centre around the coining of phrases to
describe some special experience, and words
T_he dangers of in familiar use amongst earnest children of
.
d
h
coined phrases to G d
o w o atten Conventions ; such as
express spiritual
"possess," 11 control," "surrender," "let
truths.
go," all containing truth in relation to God,
but in the interpretation of them in the minds of
many believers, liable to bring about conditions for
the evil spirits of Satan to " possess " and "control "
E
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those who "surrender," and "let go" to the powers of
the spiritual world, not knowing how to discern between
the working of God and Satan.
Various preconceptions of the way God works, also
give evil spirits their opportunity; such as, that when a.
believer is supernaturally cornpelled to act, it is a special
evidence that God is guiding him, or that if God brings
all things to our " remembrance " we need not use our
memories at all.*
Other thoughts which a.re liable to bring about the
passive+ condition, which evil spirits need for their
deceptive workings, may also be through the following
misconceptions of truth :-

~he following table will show some other mis-interpretat10ns of truth, which need clarifying in the minds of
many children of God :-
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(1) '' Christ lives in me," i.e., I do not live now at all;
(2) 11 Christ lives in me," i.e., I have lost my personality,
because Christ is now personally in me, be.sed on Gal. ii.
20.
(3) 11 God worketh in me," i.e., I need not work, only surrender
and obey, based on Phil. ii. 13.
(4) '' God wills instead of me," i.e., I must not use my will
a.t a.11;
(5) "God is the only one to judge," i.e., I must not use my
judgment.
(6) 11 I ha.ve the mind of Christ," I must not have any mind of
my own, based on 1 Cor. ii. 16.
(7) "God speaks to mo," so I must not "think" or " reason,"
only'' obey" what He tells me to do.
(8) 11 I wait on God," and " I must not a.ct until He moves me."
(9) '' God roves.ls His will to me by visions,' ' so I do not need
to decide, and use my reason a.nd conscience.
(10) "I a.m crucified with Christ," therefore'' I am dead," and
must ''practice" dee.th, which I conceive to be passivity
of feeling, thinking, etc.

To carry out in practice these various conceptions of
truth, the believer quenches all personal action of mind,
judgment, reason, will and activity, for the "Divine life
to flow," through him, whereas God needs the fullest
liberation of the faculties of the man, and his active and
intelligent co-operation in will, for the working out of all
these spiritual truths in experience.
• See Oho.pter "l'. on Suba\itution in Me111ory.
t See Chapter IV. on" P&esivity. "

Truth.
1. "The Blood of Jesus
cleanseth .. ·•

1. "It is not ye thal
speak ..

True
I nlerprelation.

Incorrect
I nlerprelalion.

Cleanses moment by
moment.

Leaves the man sinless.

Tlie source is not from

* The man must

the believer.

3. " Ask and ye shall

not speak
nor use his jaws. but be
passive.

t Ask

will and to

A sk according to Goel s
Will and you will receive
The man must "will" and
must act. (page 75)

do •. "
S. " Ye need not that any

You do not need any man

t I must

receive.•·

4. " It is God that worketh
in you to

man teach you.''

••~thint, and you

will receive.

* God

wills for you (or
instead ol you) and God
works instead of you.

to teach you, but you
need Spirit-taught

not take teaching

~~o~

~?Y

direct

man. but
from God .••

teachers given of God.

-S. " He will guide you
into all truth .• "

The Spirit ol God will
guide, but I must see

l He hos guided me into all
truth. •.

liou, anrl when ..
7. '' A people for His own
possession .. ••

by God
" Possessed "
indwelling. moving and

God's ownership.

controll ing
automaton.

8. " Meet for the Master' s
use . . · •

God. in the man's spirit,

" Used "

using the mind, in the

passive

sense

of

giving

light

passive

a

by God as
tool,

a

requiring

blind submission.

for' the believer"s intelligent co-operation.

\

• These two w1·ongly interpreted passages a basis for passivity.

t Let'J:ides!'fif~ft~a.~rd &nd unintelligent praying, without seeking to know
l By these attitudes, the" adding to faith," knowledge, is gre&tly hindered,
and th~•• who &ssume theoe &ttit,,des take &n evil, inf&llible position
'
a nd tbe1r &dv&ncement in the spiritu&l life is impeded.

· What, then, is the condition of safety from the
cdeception of evil spirits? (1) Knowledge that they exist;
(2) that they can deceive tho most honest believers (Gal.
ii. 11-16) ; (3) an understanding of the conditions and
ground necessary for their working, so as to give 'them no
place, and no opportunity of working; and, lastly, (4)
intelligent knowledge of God, and how to co-operate
with Him in the power of the Holy Spirit. To make
these points clear will be our purpose in succeeding
pages.
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referred to in the gospels, such as the woman with the
" spirit of infirmity" ; the man who was apparently only
deaf and dumb; the little girl with the demon which
terribly vexed her ; the boy who gnashed with his teeth,
and was sometimes thrown on the fire, and the man
with the legion, so wholly mastered by the powers of
evil that he dwelt outside the abodes of men.
Such cases as these are known to-day, amongst even
true believers in Europe, as well as in heathen China,
but " possession " is much more wide-spread than is
supposed, if the word " possession " is
The meaning taken to mean just what it is, i.e., A HOLD

CHAPTER IV.
Passivity the chief basis of possession.
The primary cause for deception and_ posses~ion of b~lievers by evil
spirits- the meaning of the word possession defmed-be!tevers open_ to
possession by fulfilling conditi_ons _f~r evil. spirits to w~r~-ground g,~en
through acceptance of counterfeit sp1r1tual thmgs, and p_a~s1v1ty-the meaning
of " passivity " defined- passivity exact opposite condition to that necessary
for God to work-the person• who are open to passivity are those who are
truly surrendered to God- three classes of believers- the root cause of
passivity generally a wrong interpretation of Scriptu~e, or wrong t~o_ughts
about God and divine things-passivity of the will and ,ts results- passivity of
the mind through wrong conception of the use of the ?'ind in the spiritual life
-passivity of the judgment and reason through reliance upon supernatural
"guidance•' -followed by passivity of the c_o'.1science by non-use--f~lse
reasonings inevitably follow-passivity of the spmt because of close relati~~ship of spirit and mind-passivity of spirit following Baptism_ of the . Spmt
through ignorance of laws of the spir_it-som~ causes of this explame~passivity of body and the loss of conscious feelmg, the result of possession
at its climax- result of " spiritual' ' experiences in the sense realm-the
cultivation of passivity ignorantly carried out by believers-multitudes of
Christians in bondage to evil spirits on this ground-key to apathy of the
Church-passivity occasioned by wrong use of. the truth .of '' death with
Christ" -the misconceptioA of truth of Rom. v1. -also misuse of truth of
self-effacement-of suffering with Christ- wrong ideas of humility and self abasement-- passivity through wrong thoughts about wea~ness nec~ssary_ ~ormanifestation of Divine strength-passivity concurrent with Satanic ac~1v1ty
-deliverance from passivity-the recovery of the use_ of the facultiesdiagram showing periods in the fight back to normal conditi ons.

T

HAT believers- true, fully surrendered children of
God-can be deceived, and then UP TO THE DEGREE
OF DECEPTION, ''possessed'' by deceiving spirits,
we have seen in the preceding chapters. The primary
cause must now be made clear, and the conditions for
deception and possession resulting therefrom; apart from
the possession which is the outcome of yielding to sins
of the flesh, or any sin which gives evil spirits a hold in
the fallen nature.
It is first important to define the meaning of the word
"possession" ; for it is generally thought to cover only
cases of possession in the acute, and fully developed
degree of the cases given in the gospel records. But even
then it is overlooked that many degrees of possession are
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of "po•~•ssion" OF EVIL SPIRITS ON A MAN IN ANY SHADE
defined.

\

OF DEGREE ; for an evil spirit "possesses"
whatever spot he holds, even though it be in an
infinitesimal degree, and from that one spot, as a spider
finds his base ere he weaves his web, the intruder works
to obtain further bold of the whole being.
Christians are as open to possession by evil spirits
as other men, and become possessed because they have,
in most cases, ·u nwittingly fitljilled the conditions itpon
which evil sP'irits work, and, apart from the cause of
wilful sin, given ground to deceiving spirits, through (1)
accepting their counterfeits of the Divine workings, a.nd
(2) cultivating passivity, and non-use of the faculties;
and this through misconception of the spiritual laws
which govern the Christian life.
It is this matter of ground given which is the crucial
point of all. All believers acknowledge known sin to
be ground given to the enemy, and even unknc,wn sin
in the life, but they do not realize that every thought
suggested to the mind by wicked spirits, and accepted,
is grmtnd given to them ; and every faculty unused
invites their attempted use of it.
The primary cause of deception and possession in
surrendered believers may be condensed into one word,
PASSIVITY; that is, a cessation of the active exercise of
the will in control over spirit, soul and body, or either,
as may be the case. It is, practically, a counterfeit of
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"surrende r to God." The believer who" surrenders " bis
"members "-or faculties- to God, and ceases to use
them himself, thereby falls into " passivity " which
enables evil spirits to deceive, and possess any part of his
being which has become passive.
The deception over passive surrender may be exampled
thus: a believer surrenders his "arm" to God. He
permits it to hang passive, waiting for "God to use it."
He is asked, " why do you not use your arm ? " and he
replies " I have surrendere d it to God. I must not use
it now; God must use it." But will God lift the arm for
the man? Nay, the man himself must lift it, ,:, and use it,.
seeking to understand intelligentl y God's mind in doing
so.
The word "passivity " simply describes th e op osite
condition to activity; and in theexperie nce
.
.
The worddes- of th e b e11ever
1·t means, bnefly, (1) loss of
"'passioit:9··
cribes ?~posite self-contr ol-in the sense of the person
himself controlling each , or a11 O f th e
co nd•_ti?n to
act,o,t-,.
departm~n ts of his personal being; and (2)
~ of free-will- in the sense of the person himself
exercising his will as the guiding principle of personal
control, in harmor_ry _with_the will of GQ.d.
All the danger of "passivity " in the surrendere d
believer, lies in the advi111titgc take n of tho passive
condition by the powers of darkness. Apart from these
evil forces, and their workings through the passive
person, "passivity " is merely inactivity, or idleness.
In normal inactivity, that is, when the evil spirits have
not ta.ken hold, the inactive person is always holding
himself ready for activity; whereas in "passivity "
which has given place to the powers of darkness, the
passive person is unable to act by his own volition.
condition, therefore, for the workina0 of evil
The chief
•
' •
~pmts m a human being, apart from sin, is passivity,
m exact opposition to the condition which God requireii
from His children for His working in them. Granted
• See llfa1•k iii. 5. '.1.'he Lord did not stretch out the man's withered hand.
The man him1elf bad to a ct, although itlooked a natura l impossibility.
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the surrender of the will to God, with active choice to
do His will as it may be revealed to him,~ r~quires
co-o eration i His S irit and ~e_l!ill use of e~ir_
faculty of the whole man. In brief, the powers of
darkness aim at obtaining a passive slave, or captive to
their will; whilst God desires a. re enerated man,
intelligem!,y and actively will-ing, and .s2.<2f!ing, and
crn,__Ql_--fil)idt ~i and boay
doing His will in l~
.
~m~n&
-c:=:-The powers of darkness would make a man a machine,
a tool, an automaton ; the God of holiness and love
desires to make him a free, intelligent sovereign in his
own sphere-a thinli ng, rational, renewed creation
created after His own image (Eph. iv. 24). Therefore
God never says to any faculty of man, "Be thou idle."
God does not need, nor dema.nd non-activity in the
believer, for Eis working in, and through him; but evil
spirits demand the utmost non-activit y and passivity.
God asks for intelligent action (Rom. xii. 1-2, "Your
reasonable service,") in co-operatio n with Him.
Satan demands passivity as a condition for his compulsory action, and in order to compulsor ily subject men to
his will and purpose.
God requires the cessation of the evil actions of
believers, primarily because they are sinful, and secondly
because they hinder co-operatio n with His Spirit.
Passivity must not be confused with quietness, or the
"meek and quiet spirit," which, in the sight of God, is
of great price. Quietness of spirit, of heart, of mind, of
manner, voice and expression , may be co-existent with
the most effective activity in the will of God (1 Thess.
iv. 11, Gr. "Ambitiou s to be quiet.")
The persons open to "passivity ," of whom the evil
spirits take advantage as ground for their
The class of activity are those who become fully sur.
belieoers who are ren d ere'd to G od , an d are brought mto
open to passioit:,.
world
al
supernatur
the
with
direct contact
/
by receiving the Baptism of the Holy Ghost. There are
/ some who use the word "surrende r," and think they are
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surrendered to fully carry out the will of God, but are
oni so in sentiment and pur ose for actuall they walk
the .!:!;l_!!-SOn l!-ndj~Qgl!-~ent qi the nat..llWJilan · altbougb.
they s~b~it ~11.J!ieir plans to God, ~d because of t~~
submitt~l
since~_ly
---\;:·
...., _ believe the are !Jarrying out His
...
wJ!1. But those who are really "surrendered," give
·themselves up to implicitly obey, and carry out at all
costs, what is revealed to them supernaturally as from
God, and not what they themselves plan and reason out
to be the will of God.
Believers who surrender their wills, and all they have
and are to God, yet who w ALK BY THE USE OF THEIR
NATURAL MINDS, are not the ones who are open to the
"passivity " which gives ground to evil spirits, although
they may, and do, give ground to them in other ways.
These we may call Class No.1, as shown in the following
table.

out "obedience to the Holy Ghost" at all costs. 'Ibey
consequently know little of conflict, and nothing of the
devil, excepting as a tempter or accuser. Th ey do not
understand those who speak of the " onslaughts of
Satan," for, they say, they are not" attacked" in this
way. But the devil does not always attack when he
can. He reserves his attack until it suits him. If the
devil does not attack a man, it docs not prove that he
co1£ld not. Another class among believers-Class No. 2
-are those who are surrendered in such a measure of
abandonment that they are ready to obey the Spirit of
God at all costs, with the result that they become open
to a passivity which gives ground for the deception and
possession of evil spirits.
These surrendered believers (Class No. 2) fall into
passivity after the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, (1) because
of their determination to carry out their " surrender" at
all costs ; (2) their relationship with the spiritual world,
which opens to them supernatural communications,
which they believe to be all of God; (3) their "surrender"
leading them to submit, subdue, and make all things
subservient to this supernatural plane.
The origin of the evil passivity which gives the evil
spirits opportunity to deceive, and then possess, is
generally a wrong interpretation of Scripture, or wrong
thoughts or beliefs about Divine things. Some of these
interpretations of Scripture, or wrong conceptions, which
cause the believer to give way to the passive condition,
we have already referred to in a previous chapter. The
following sketch shows how ignorance leads to passivity
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.

Th~ee Classes among 'Belie~ers.
I.

II.

111.

U nsurrendc,-ed.

Surrendered, 'Deceiced,
Possessed.

Surrendered but U nJe.
cei"ed, Dispossened
and Victorious.

These use the word
··surrender:· but do not
really know it, ond act it

but in reality arc more

out in practice.

advanced.

Believers in this stage are
more reasonable than those

in No. 2. because their
faculties have not been
yielded into passivity.

These seem more ·• fool-

ish·· than those in Class 1.

In order to understand

the actions of No. 2. it is
needful lo read them from
their inner standpoint,

for

to them all that they do

The mind is liberated,
and all the faculties are
opcratinr.

These are open to light
and all that is D ivine. btJt

they seek to watchfully
themselves to all
that is Satanic.

close

seems right.

These believers call those
in the ne xt class •• cranks. ·•
'' faddists.,' ' •·extremists,•·

These are open to both

Ignorance and D ece ption the fundamenta l cause of Passivity.
No. 3 can read Nos. I
and 2 intelligently.

Divine and Satanic power.

etc.

gl --- l=gn_o_ra_nc_e_._ _ _ __ ~ --_ _ _

Arc liable to be .. puffed

Passivity.

up.''

Class No. 1 are "surrendered" in will, but not
surrendered in fact, in the sense of being ready to carry

The passivity may affect the whole man, in spirit, soul
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and body, when it has become very deep, and is of many
years' standing. The progress is generally very gradual,
and insidious in growth, and consequently the release
from it is gradual and slow.
There is a PASSIVITY OF THE WILL; the "will" being
the helm, so to speak, of the ship. This
·
of'Passioity
tho Will. originates from a wrong conception
of wh at
full surrender to God means. Thinking
that a " surrendered will" to God means no use of the
will at all, the believer ceases to (1) choose, (2) determine, and (3) act of his own volition. The serious
effect of this, he is not allowed by the powers of darkness to discover, for at first the consequences are trivial,
and scarcely noticeable. In fact, at first it appears to
be most glorifying to God. The "strong-willed" person
suddenly becomes passively yielaing. He thinks that
God is "will" -ing for him in circumstances, and through·
people, and so he becomes passively helpless in action.
After a time no "choice" can be got from him in matters
of daily life; no "decision," or initiative in matters
demanding action; he is afraid to express a wish, muclr
less a decision. Others must choose, act, lead, decide,
while this one drifts as a cork upon the waters. Later
on the powers of darkness begin to make capital out of
this "surrendered" believer, and to work around him
evil of various kinds, which enti.ngle him through his
passivity of will. He has now no power of will to
protest, or resist. Obvious wrong in his environment,
which this believer alone has a right to deal with,
flouri shes, and grows strong and blatant. The powers
of darkness have slowly gained, both personally and in
circumstances, upon the ground of passivity of the will,
which at first was merely passive submission to environment, under the idea that God was "will" -ing for him
in all things around him.
The text that such believers misinterpret is Phil. ii. 13,
" It is God which worketh in you, both to will, and
to work, for His good pleasure." The "passive" person
reads it, '' . . . God which worketh in me the willing,

and the doiug," i.e., "willeth instead of me."~' The first
means God working in the soul up to the point of the
action of the will, and the second assumes His actually
"will" -ing instead of, and " working" instead of the
believer. This wrong interpretation gives ground for not
usiJJg the will, because of the conclusion " God wills.
instead of me" ; thus bringing about passivity of will.
The truth to be emphasized is that God never "wills"
INS'l'EAD of man, and whatever a man
God doe, not
does,
he is himself responsi ble for his
will instead
actions.
of man.
The believer whose " will" has become
passive, finds, after a time, the greatest difficulty in
making decisions of any kind, and he looks outside, and
all around him for something to help him to decide the
smallest matters. When he has become conscious of his
passive condition, he has a painful sense of being unable
to meet some of the situations of ordinary life. If spoken
to, be knows he cannot will to listen till a sentence is
compl eted ; if asked to judge a matter, he knows he
cannot do it; if he is required to "remember" or use bis
imagination, b e knows ho is unable to, and becomes
terrified at any proposed course of action where these
demands may come upon him. The tactics of the enemy
now may be to drive him into situations where these
demands may be made, anJ thus torture or embarrass
him before others.
Little does the believer know that in this condition he
may, unknowingly, rely upon the assistance of evil spirits,
who have brought, about the passivity for this very object.
The faculty unused lies dormant and dead in tl1oir grip,
but if used it is an occasion for them to manifest th emselves through it. Th ey are too ready to "will" instead
of the man, and they will put within his reach many
"supernatural" props to help him in "decision," especially in the way of "texts" used apart from their context,
and supernaturally given, which the believer, seeking so
longingly to do the will of God, seizes upon, and firmly
• Seo pages 66, 67.
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gru.sps as a drownin g mfLn a rope, blinded, by the
apparen tly given Divine help, to the principl e that God*
only works through the active volition of a man, and not
for him in matters requirin g his action.
Passivit y of the, mind is engende red by a wrong conception of the place of the mind in the life
Passivity
of the mind. o f surren der to G od, and obedienc e to Him
in the Holy Spirit. Christ's call of fishermen is used as an excuse for passivit y of brain, for some
believers say, God has no need for the use of the brain,
I and can do without it I But the choice of Paul who had
l the greatest intellect of his age, shows that when God
I sought _for a man through whom He could lay the
I foundat10ns of the Church, He chose one with a mind
I capable of vast and intelligent thinking . The greater the
' brain power, the greater the use God can make of it,
', provided it is submiss ive to truth . The cause of passivity
of mind, sometim es lies in the thought that the working
of the brain is a hindran ce to the develop ment of the
Divine life in the believer. But the truth is, that (1) the
~'o/~l_ !.g_ of the braiJL!:!.i nders, (2) the ~ workin_g
~!:e br~i.n ]]_i_µdfil"~, (3) but the normal and :{11lmJVorkin
of the brain is essenti<!l and hel ful for co-o eration with
-od.
· This
- -is dealt
-:-----=
with fully in Chapter VI., where·the
various tactics of the powers of darknes s are shown in
their efforts to get the mind into a conditio n of passivity,
and hence incapabl e of action to discern their wiles. The
effects of passivity of the mind may be seen in inactivit y,
when th ere should be action; or else over activity beyond
control, as if a suddenl y released instrum ent broke forth
into ungover nable action; hesitatio n, or rashnes s; indecision (as also from a passive will); unwatch fulness;
lack of concent ration; lack of judgme nt; bad memory .
Passivit y does not change the nature of a faculty, but
it hinders its normal operatio n. In the case of passivity
hinderin g the memory , the person will be found looking
outside himself for every possible " aid to memory ," until
he becomes a veritable slave to note book, and helps,
• For further details, sec "Counterf eit Gui dance," Chap. VI.
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which fail at a critical moment . With this is also
passivity of the imagina tion, which places the imagination outside persona l control, and at the mercy of evil
spirits who flash to it what they please. One danger is
to take these visions, and call them "imaginations." The
passive state can be produce d without crystal gazing,*
i.e., if a person gazes at any object for a prolonge d period
the natural vision is dulled, and the deceiving spirits can
then present anything to the mind.
In pure inactivit y of the mind, the mind can be used
at the will of the person, but in evil passivity of the
mind, the person is helpless , and he "can't think!" He
feels as if his mind were bound, and held by an iron
band, or by a weight or pressure on his head.
Passivit y of j11dgmen t and reason, which means that
the man in this conditio n has closed the
/!'dassivit y d mind to all argumen ts, and stateme nts
o1 JU gmenl an
.
reason.
upon which he has come to settled conclusions, and all effort to give him furth er
truth and light is regarded as interfere nce, and the person
attempt ing it as ignorant , or intrusive . The believer in
this stage of passivity lapses into a state of evil positiveness, and infallibility ; from which nothing can release
the "judgm ent," but the rude shock of seeing that he b as
been deceived, and possesse d by evil spirits. To undermine the deceptio n of a believer in this condition, almost
means the re-laying of the very foundati ons of his
spiritua l life. Hence the few-cal led "fanatic s" and
"cranks ' ' by the world-w ho have been saved out of
this degree of the deceptio n of t he enemy.
As for the passivity of the reasonin g powers, when
such believers have taken wor ls spoken to them supernaturall y, as God's expresse d will, they become law
to them, so that they cannot be induced to reason over
them. If they receive a "comm andmen t" (superna turally) about anything , they will not examine it, or reason
or think upon that point, and they stedfastl y determi ne
to close themselves absolute ly to any further light in this
• See Chapter V.
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particular direction. This brings about, whn,t may be
<lescribed as, PASSIVITY OF 'l'HE CONSCIENCE. The conscience
becomes passive through non-use, when
'Passioit:9
believers
think that they are being guided
of the
by a higher law of being told to do this,
conscience.
or that, directly from God; that is, by
<lirect guidance through voices, and texts.,:,
When believers sink into passivity of conscience, there
is a manifestatio n of mornl degradation in some, and in
others stagmttion, or retrogression in life or service.
Instead of using their min<l, or conscien ce in deciding
what is good and evil, and right and wrong, they wn,lk,
as they believe, according to the "voice of God," which
they make the deciding factor in all their decisions.
When this takes place, tbey will not listen to their
reason, or conscience, or tbe words of others, and having
come to decision through the supposed direction of God,
their minds become as a closed and sealed book on the
matter in question.
Ceasing to use their true reasoning powers, they become
open to all kinds of suggestions from evil spirits, and
false "reasonings " ; for example, in regard to the coming
of Christ, some have falsely reasoned that because Christ
is coming soon, they do not neE>d to carry on their usual
work, overlooking the words of the Lord on this very
matter : " Who then is tho faithful and wise servant,
whom his lord bath set over his household, to give them
their food in due season ? Blessed is that servant, whom
his lord, when he cometh, shall find so doing."t
Because of what be will gain through it, therefore, the
<levil will do anything to engender passivity in any form
whatsoever, in spirit, or mind or body.
Passiv.iEJ oLth&_E!,ir it is ~ y associate<'!.~
assivit of mind., because there is a close
Passioit:, of
l • h' b
--.-.
·
the spirit.
r~. at1ons gp et:!e.~n _E1ind -and
spirit;. a
w.rong th..Q.Y.ght generally means a wrong_
sp_irit and a ~_91:!g s iri~ wr_Q!lg th_ou.15..hl:,
The human "spirit" is often spoken of in the

Scriptures as having activities, and is des!lribed as being
in various conditions. It can be moved, or be inactive, it
can be "loosed," bound, depressed, faint, free, and moved
from three sources: God, the devil, or the man himself.
It can be pure, or "filthy" (2 Cor. vii.1, A.v.), or in a mixed
condition, in the sense of being pure up to a degree, with
other degrees of impurity to be dealt with.
By the cleansing power of the Blood of Christ (1 John
i. 9), and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, the spirit is
brought into union with Christ (1 Cor. vi. 17), and should
actively dominate the man in full co-operation with the
Holy Spirit. But passivity of spirit can be brought about
by so many causes, that believers may be scarcely conscious of having any "spirit" at all, or else, through the
Baptism of the Holy Spirit, which releases the human
spirit into freedom and buoyancy, the man m~-~-~~
acutely conscious of the ~pir.i.t...liw for a season, and
afterwards sink into assivit of
'rit unknowigg!y .
This, then, means absolute owerles n :ss..inj;h_e wai:f.are..
with the powers of darkness; for full liberty, and usage of
e spmt in co-working with the indwelling Holy Spirit,
is a supreme essenti1~l for personal victory, and wielding
the authority of Christ over the powers of evil. (See
example of Paul in Acts xiii. 9, 10).
Passivity of spirit generally follows the Baptism of the
Spirit, by the will and the mind becomin
Causes of
~ssiv_£ th~lack of _ us';; and the
passioit::9 of
believer then wonders why he has lost
spirit.
the buoyant light and liberty of his joyous
experience. It may come about through :
(1) Ignorance of Lhe laws of the spirit,* and how to
keep in the freedom of the spirit.
(2) Wrong mental concluHions, or wrong thoughts . t
Mixing up feelings, such as physical, soulish and spiritual,
not knowing which is which, i.e., (1) putting the spiritual
down to soulish and physical, or (2) attributing to the
spiritual that which is natural and physical.

• See Chapter V. on Con•cience.

t Matt. x:dv. 45.

• See Chapter IX.

Oil

the laws of the spirit.

t See the way the adver,;n.r y gives thonghts, Chapter VII.
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(3) A drawing upon of the soulish life instead of the
spirit, through lack of knowledge of the difference
bet ween them; also by quenching the spirit through
ignoring the spiritual sense/' for the mind should be able
to read the sense of the spirit, as clearly as it does the
sense of seeing, bearing, smelling, and all the senses of
the body. There is a knowledge of the mind, and a.
knowledge in the spirit, hence a "sense" of the spirit,*
which we should learn to understand. It should be read,
used, cultivated, and when there is a wei ght on the spirit
of th e believer, he should be able to recognize it, and
know how to get rid of it.
(4) Drainage and exhaustion of the body or mind,
by constant activity of the mind in excessive use. In
short, the mind and body must be released from strain,
before the spirit can be fully operative. (Compare
experience of Elijah in 1 Kings xix. 4, 5, 8, 9).
Worry, or trouble over th e past , or future, checks the
free action of th e spirit, by making the outer man and
outer nffairs dominant, instead of the inner man being at
liberty for the will of God in the moment.
The result of all these causes is that the spirit becomes
locked up, t so to speak, so that it cannot act, or fi ght
against the powers of darkness, either in their indirect
attacks through environm ent, or in aggressive warfare
against them. The rapidity with which a believer can
sink into passivity, at any mom ent when ~ resistin
attitude ceases, may be likened to the sinking of a stone
in water.
When passivity of body takes place, it practically means
a cessation of consciousnes s, through the
'Passioity 01
passivity affecting sight, hearing, smell,
the body.
taste, feeling, etc. Assuming the person
to be in normal health, he should be able to focus his
eyes on any object he chooses, either for vision or work,
and he should have the same control over all the other
senses , as avenues of knowledge to his mind and spirit.

!
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But with all, or some of these senses in a passive condition, the consciousnes s becomes dulled or deadened.
The believer is "unconsciou s," * of what he should be
keenly alive to, and automatic in his actions. "U nconscious " habits, repulsive or peculiar, are manifested.
It is easier for persons in this condition to see these
thinas in others, than to know what is going on in
the:selves ; whilst they may be hyper-conscious of
external things touching their own personality.
When the passive condition brought about by evil
spirits reaches its climax, passivity of other parts of the
body may result, such as stiff fingers, lost elasticity of the
frame in walking, lethargy, heaviness, stooping of the
back and spine_,:, The handshake is flabby, and passive;
the eyes will not look straight into the eyes of others,
but move from side to side; all indicating passivity,
brought about by deepening interference of the powers of
darkness with the whole man, resulting from the first
passive condition of the will and mind, in w~ich. the man
gave up (1) his self-control, and (2) use of his will. . .
At this stage every department of the whole bemg is
affected. The man acts without using, or
P,issi.,ity of
using fully, the mind, will, imagination,
the whole man.
•
· l
' k'mg (vol't
'
reason ; that is,
wit
1out t h m
i 10nally), deciding, imagining, reasoning. The affections seern
dormant, as well as all the faculties of mind and body,
In some cases the bodily needs are also dormant, or else
the man suppresses them, and deprives himself of food,
sleep and bodily comfort at the dictation of the spirits in
control; thus carrying out a "severity to the body" which
is not of any real value against the indulgence of
the flesh (Col. ii. 23). The animal part of the man
may also be awakened, and whilst stoical in sensibilities
and feeling, be gluttonous in th e demand for supply of
bodily needs; that is, the machinery of the bodily frame
goes on working independently of the control of mind or
will, for the body now dominates spirit and soul. Men
may live in the (1) human spirit, (2) in the soul, or in the

• See Chapter IX. on ignoring the huma.n spiri,.
t Cha pter X. on a." bound up " spirit .

• See Oba.pter VII.
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(3) body ; for example, the glutton lives in, or after, the
body ; the student in mind, or soul, the spiritual man " in
the spirit." "Spiritists "'~ are not really "spiritual, " or
t rue men of spirit, for they live in the sense realm
generally, and only have to do with "spirit" through
t heir dealing with the evil spiritual forces, through understanding the laws for their workings, and fulfilling them.
When the believer is in any degree possessed by evil
spirits, he is liable to live in the body, give way to the
sensuous, and to be dominated by the physical realm.
This can become the case through " spiritual " experiences
felt in the physical frame, but which are not really
spiritual, because not from the spirit. A sense of " fire "
in the body, "glow," "thrills," and all exquisite bodily
sensations from apparently " spiritual " causes, really
feed the senses; and, unconsciously to themselves, whilst
they have these experiences, believers live in the senserealm, practically walking "after the flesh," though they
call themselves "spiritual ." For this reason "I keep
under my body " (1 Cor. ix. 27), is practically impossible
in demon-possession, even in its most refined, or weakest
degree; because the sense-life is aroused in all kinds of
ways, and the sensations of the body are forced upon the
consciousness of the man. The spirit sense is practically
lost in the acute realization of all the sensaThe_spirit s~nse tions in the bodily consciousn ess. A man,
lost m sensations
.
.
. .
of the body. for example, m normal health, 1s
obhv1ous
of the physical action of breathing going
on in his physical frame. In like manner, a believer
under the domination of the spirit, ceases to register his
bodily sensations, but the opposite is the case when evil
spirits have gained a footing, and awakened the sense-life
to abnormal action, either by beautiful experiences, or the
contrary.+
The cultivation of this condition of passivity may be
ignorantly, and sedulously, carried out for years by the
surrendered believer, so that it deepens its hold upon him
to an incredible extent ; until, when it reaches its con-

summation , the man may become so under the bondage
of it as to awaken to his state ; and then he thinks
that " natural causes " alone explain his condition, or else
that in some unaccount able way, his acute sensitiveness
to God and Divine things, has become dulled beyond
power ~f restoration or renewal. ':' The physical feelings
become deadened, or atrophied, and the affections seem
petrified, and stoical. This i~ the time when deceivi~g
spirits suggest that he has gneved God beyond repair,
and a man goes through agonies of seeking the Presence
he thinks he has grieved away.
The cultivation of passivity may come about from
r eliance upon the many helps, contrived, (unknowingly),
by the person to counteract , or obviate the inconvenie nce
of the passive state, such as the provision of, and
dependenc e upon, outward helps _to the eye for as~isting
the passive memory; utterance m speech to assist the
"thinking " of the passive mind; and, what may be
termed " crutches " of all kinds, known only to the
individual ; elaborately constructe d, and multiplied to
meet his diffcrcnL needs, but all keeping him from
recognising his true condition, even if be has the
knowledge for doing so.
But this truth about the working of evil spirits among
believers, and the causes and symptoms of their power
upon mind or body, bas been so veiled in ignorance, that
multitudes of children of God are held in bondage
to their power without knowing it. The manifestations are generally taken as natural
3vlani{estation, idiosyncra sies, or infirmities.
The Lord's
of influence
of eoil spirit,
work is put on one side, or even never
called natural
taken up, because the believer is " over.idios:9ncra,ies.
strained, ,, or else " without gifts" for
doing it. He is "nervous, " "timid," bas no " ~ift of
speech," no "power of thought," where the service of
God is concerned ; but in the social sphere these
"deficienc ies" are forgotten, and the" timid" ones shine
..out at their best. It does not occur to them to ask why

• See page 39.

t See Che.pt"r VI

• See Ch a.pterVI. on a pparent loss of Presence of God.
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J it is that only in God's service are they thus incapable?
But it is only in respect to such a service that the hidden
workings of Satan interfere.
The shock is gr!3at when the believer first apprehends
the truth of deception and possession as
The shock when possible in himself, but as the ultimate
the belieoer ·
·
·
apprehends
the issue 1s
rea1·1zed , th e JOY
of t h e one wh o
truth.
sets himself to understand, and fight
throu gh to full deliverance, is more than
words can tell. Light pours in upon the unsolved
problems of years ; both in the personn,l experience, and in
the perplexities of environment ; as well as on conditions
in the Church and in the world.
As he seeks for light from God, the subtle inroads of
the deceiving spirits into his life, slowly become clear to
the open minded believer; and their many devices to
deceive him stand revealed, as the searchlight of truth
goes far back into the past, revealing the cause of unaccountable difficulties in experience and life, and many
mysterious happenings which had been accepted as " the
inscrutable will of God."
PASSIVITY! How many have fallen into it, little knowing
their state! Through the passivity of their faculties
much time is lost in dependence upon the help of outward
circumstances, and environment. In the lives of so mn,ny
there is much "doing," with so little accomplished, many
beginnings, and few endings. How familiar we are with
the words "Yes, I can do that," and the impulse is moved,
but by the time the need for action has come, the passive
man has lost his momentary interest. This is the key to
much of the lamented" apathy," and the dulled sympathy
of Christians to really spiritual things, whilst they are
keenly alive to the social, or worldly elements around
them. The worldling can be stirred in acutest feeling for
the sufferings of others, but many of the children of God
have, unknowingly, opened themselves to a supernatural
power which has dulled them in thought, and mind and
sympathy. Ever craving for comfort and happiness and
peace in spiritual things, they have sung themselves into

85
volitional thinking, reasoning, imagining, deciding, what
he says and does. liis u.ctions are consequently
mechanical and automu.tic.
He is "unconscious" of
sometimes being a channel for the transmission of words,
thoughts, feelings, which pass through him apart from
the action of his will, and his knowledge of the source.
"Unconsciousn ess" as the effect of demon-possession,
becomes a formidable stumbling block in the way of
deliverance, for the evil spirits may hold, hinder, attack,
divert, suggest, impress, draw, or do any other equally
offensive, and injurious thing, in or through the person,
whilst he is "unconscious" of their workings.
2. Passivity caused bJJ wrong acceptance of suffering.
The believer consents to accept " suffering
Passioit:,
with Christ" in the "way of the Cross,"
caused b;y
wrong
and in fulfillment of this surrender to
acceptance
suffering, from this time on passively yields
of suffering.
to suffering in whatever form it may come,
believing that "suffering with Christ" means (a) reward,
and (b) fruitfulness. He does not know that evil spirits
can give counterfeit "suffering," and that he may accept
suffering from them, believing it to be from the hand of
God, and, by thus doing, give ground to them for
possession. Possession interprets both sin in the life
which cannot be got rid of, and suffering in the life which
cannot be explained. By understanding the truth of
possession, the first can be got rid of, and the latter
explained. Suffering is a great weapon to control and
compel a person into a certain course, and is a great
weapon for evil spirits to control men, as by suffering
they can drive a man to do what he would not do, apart
from its compulsion.
Not knowing these things the believer may entirely
misinterpret the suffering he goes through. Believers
a.re often deceived over what they think to be
"vicarious" suffering in themselves for others, or for
the Church. They look upon themselves as martyrs,
when they are really victims, not knowing that" suffering"
is one of the chief symptoms of possession. By putting jttD..

-f

l _

~

(j

-~✓

86

War on the Saints.

War on the Saints.

of God in bringing the believer into actual conformity
to the death of Christ as he maintains his declared
attitude ; the powers of darkness are defeated ; fo r
the momentary declared attitude demands ACTIVE
VOLITION, and ACTIVE co-OPERATION with the Risen Lord,
and ACTIVE ACCEPTANCE of the path of the Cross. But
when these truths are interpreted to mean a (1) loss of
personality; (2) an absence of volition and self-control,
and (3) the passive letting go of the " I myself " into
a condition of machine-like, mechanical, automatic
"obedience," with "deadness" and heaviness which the
believer thinks is "mortification" or " the working of
death" in him; * it makes the truth of death with Christ a
fulfilling of conditions for evil spirits to work, and an
absence of conditions upon which God can alone work;
so that " supernatural manifestations " taking place on
the BASIS OF PASSIVITY, CAN HAVE NO OTHER SOURCE THAN
THE LYING SPIRITS, however beautiful and God-like they
may be.
This counterfeit of spiritual " death" may take place
in regard to spirit, soul or body. How the truth of
death with Christ can be misconstrued, and made the
oecasion for evil spirits to obtain the ground of passivity,
may be exampled in some of the following ways :1. Passivity caused by misconception of self-effacement:
Under the conception of surrender of self
:Misconception to God, as meaning self-effacement,
selfof
self-effacement. renunciation, and, practically, self-annihilation, the believer aimed at unconsciousness
of (1) personality, (2) personal needs, (3) personal states,
feelings, desires, external appearance, circumstances,
discomforts, opinions of others, etc., so as to be
" conscious " of God only moving, working, acting,
through him. To this end he gave over his "selfconsciousness" to "death," and prayed that he might
have no consciousness of anything in the world, but the
presence of God; then to carry out this absolute surrender
of self to death, and this entire self-effacement, he

consistently, in practice, " yields to death " every trace
of the movement of "self " he becomes aware of, and sets
his will steadily to renounce all consciousness of personal
wishes, desires, tastes, needs, feelings, etc. All this
appearing to be so "self-sacrificing " and " spiritual,"
but which results in an entire suppression of personality,
and the giving of ground to evil spirits in a passivity of
the whole being. This permits th'e powers of darkness
to work, and bring about an "unconsciousne ss" which
becomes in time a deadness and dullness of the sensibilities, and an inability to feel; not only for himself,. but for
others, so as not to know when they suffer, and when he
himself causes suffering.
As this conception of self-effacement, and loss of selfconsciousness is contrary to the believer's full use of the
faculties, which the Spirit of God requires for co-operation
with Him, evil spirits gain ground on the basis of this
deception about "death." The misconception of what
death means in practice, was really part of
:Misconception their "teachings,", subtlely suggested, and
?f trut~ pa~t. of received by the man who was ignorant of
teaclnngs of
'b" .
f d
.
decei~ing spirits. the poss1 1hty o
ecept10n, over, w h at
looked like, devoted, whole-hearteds unender
to God. The " teachings of demons " can, therefore, be
based on truth, under the guise of misconception, or
mis-interpretati on of the truth, whilst the believer is
honestly holding the truth itself.
Th e effect of the deception on the believer is, in due
time, an "unconsciousne ss" proditced by evil spirits,
which is hard to break. In bis state of unconsciousness,
he has no ability to discern, recognize, feel or know
things around him, or in himself. He is" unconscious" *
of his actions, ways and manners, together with a hyperself-consciousness which he is unconscious of, and which
makes him easily hurt, but "unconscious" of his own
hurting of others. He has practically become stoical,
and unable to see the effect of his actions in putting
others into suffering. He acts "unconsciously, " without

• See Appendix.

• See p&ge 81.
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a "passivity "-i,e., a passive state of "rest," "peace"
and "joy."-which has given opportunity to the powers
of darkness to lock them up in the prison of themselves,
and thus make them almost incapable of acutely understanding the needs of a suffering world.
This condition of passivity may come about by wrong
interpretations of truth, even the truth of
Passivity
"death with Christ" as set forth in
occasioned by
wrong
Romans vi. and Galations ii. 20, when it is
interpretations
true balance of the
of the truth carried beyond the
God calls upon true
of "death." Word of God.
believers to "reckon " themselves "dead
indeed unto sin," and also to the evil self-life, even in a
religious or "holiness" form ; that is, the life which came
from the first Adam, the old creation; but this does not
mean a death to the human personality, for Paul said
"Yet I live," although "Christ liveth in me!"* There
is a rntention of the personal being, the ego, the will, the
personality, which is to be dominated by the Spirit of
God, as He energizes the man's individuality, held by him
in "self-control" (Gal. v. 23, m.).
In the light of the misconception of the truth of
"death with Christ" as conceived to mean passivity, and
suppression of the actions of the personality of the man,
it is now easy to see why the apprehension of the truths
connected with Romans vi. 6, and Galatians ii. 20, have
been the prelude, in some cases, to snpernatural
manifestations of the powers of darkness. The believer
through the misconception of these truths, actually
fulfilling the primary conditions for the working of evil
spirits; the very conditions understood by spiritist
mediums to be necessary for obtaining the manifestations
they desire. In such cases it may be said that truth is
the devil's fulcrum for launching his lies.
So far as Romans vi. is understood to be a momentary
declaration of an attitude to sin; and Galatians ii. 20
another cleclamtion of an attitude to God; and 2 Cor. iv.
10-12 and Phil. iii. 10 the out-working of the Spirit
• See page 66.
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a man mto suffering, the evil spirits ease themselves of
their enmity, and hatred to man.
Suffering directly caused by evil spirits may be discriminated from the true fellowship of
Christ's sufferings, by a complete absence
M~rks of
c?~tsed of resiilt, either in fruit, victory, or ripening
sbuffetz':111spm
.
s.
:, ei'1
in spiritual growth. If carefnlly observed, 1t
will be seen to be entire! :purposeless. On the other
hand, God does nothing without !lt.. definit_e obje~. He
does not delight in causing suffering for the sake of
suffering, but the devil does. Suffering caused by evil
spirits is acute and fiendish in its character, and there is
no inward witness of the Spirit which tells the suffering
believer that it is from the hand of God. To a discriminating eye it can be as clearly diagnosed when from an evil
spirit, as any physical pain can be discriminated from a
mental one, by a skilful physician.
The suffering caused by evil spirits can be (1) spiritual,
by causing acute suffering in the spirit, injecting
"feelings" to the spirit, repugnant or poignant; (2)
soulish, by acute d:1rkness, confusion, chaos, horror in
the mind; anguished, lmifelike pain in the heart, or
other innermost vital parts of the being; or (3) physical,
in any part of the body.
The ground given for the evil spirits to produce
counterfeit suffering in such an acute degree as this, may
be traced back to the time when the believer, in his
absolute surrender to God for the "way of the Cross,"
deliberately willed to accept sti.ffer·ing from Him. Then
afterwards, in fulfilment of this surrender, he gave
ground to the enemy, by accepting some specific suffering
as from God, which really came from the spfrits of evil,
thus opening the door to them, by (1) the reception of
their lie, (2) the admittance of their actual power manifested in the suffering-continuing still further to give
more ground by believing their interprntation of the
suffering-and (3) as " the will of God" ; until the whole
life became one prolonged " yielding to suffering," which
seemed unreasonable, unaccountable in its origin, and

-
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purposeless in its results. God's character is thus often
maligned to His children, and the deceiving spirits do
their utmost to arouse rebellion against Him for what
they themselves are doing.
3. Passivity caused by wrong ideas of humility and
self-abasement. The believer consents in
Passivity
accepting " death " to let it be carried out
through wrong .
.
'
ideas of humility. m a " nothmgn ess" and a " self-effacement which gives him no place for proper
and true self-estim ation whatsoev er (compare 2 Cor. x.
12-18). If the believer accepts the self-depreciation,
suggested to him and created by evi l spirits, it brings an
atmosphe re of hopelessn ess and weakness about him,
and he conveys to others a spirit of darkness and
heaviness, sadness and grief. His spirit is easily crushed,
wounded and depressed . He may attribute the cause
to "sin," without being aware of any specific sin in his
life; or may even look upon his " suffering " experience
as " vicarious " suffering for the Church ; whereas an
abnormal sense of suffering is one of the chief symptom s
of possession.
In the counterfe it of the true eliminati on of "pride,"
and all the forms of sin arising from it; the counterfe it
caused by possession may be recognized by (1) the
believer obtruding his self-depreciation at moments most
inopportu ne, with painful perplexity to those who hear
it; (2) a shrinking back from service for God, with
inability to recognize the interests of the kingdom of
Christ : (3) a laborious effort to keep " I " out of sight,
both in conversat ion and action, and yet which forces
the "I" more into view in an objectionable form; (4)
a deprecato ry, apologising manner, which gives opportunity to the " world-rulers of the darkness of this world,"
to instigate their subjects to crush, and put aside this
" not I " person, in moments of strategic importan ce to
the kingdom of God; (5) an atmosphe re around such
a one of weakness, darkness, sadness, grief, lack of hope,
easily wounded touchine ss-all of which may be the
result of the believer " will "-ing, in some moment of
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"surrend er to death," to accept an effacement of the
true personali ty, which God requires as a vessel for the
manifesta tion of the Spirit of Christ, in a life of fullest
co-operat ion with the Spirit of God. The believer, by
his wrong belief, and submissio n to evil spirits, suppressed
into passivity_!!, _Qers_smali ty which could. J).Ot, and wa_§
not meant to "die;" and by this passivity opened the
do-or to the powers of darkness to gain ground for
possession.
4. Passivity caused by a wrong thought about weakness.
The believer consents to a perpetual condiPassivity
tion of weakness, under a misconception of
caused by wrong its being a necessary state for the manifestthought about
· ·
weakness.
ation of Divine life and strengt h . Tl11s
1s
generally based upon Paul's words "Whe:1' I
am weak then am I strong," the believer not apprehen dmg
that this' was a statemen t made by the Apostle of a simple
fact that when he was weak, he found God's strength
sufficient for all His will ; and that it is not an exhortati on
to God's children to deliberate ly will to be weak, and
hence unfit for service in many ways, instead of saying
"I can do all things through Christ th at strengthe neth
me." That the "will" to be weak, so as to have a claim
on Christ's strength, is a wrong thought, can be seen
practicall y in many lives, where "weakne ss" is pass_ively
accepted, with a burden and care to others, which 18 _no
evidence of such an attitude being in accordance with
God's plau and provision. The "will" to be weak
actually hinders God 's strengthe ning, and by this subt~e
deception of the enemy in the minds of many, God 1s
robbed of much active se1·vice for Him.
The following di agram illu strates this point in rega.rd
to normal stren"th, and weakn ess inducing passivity ;
that is, a weakness brought about by an intentional
attitnde of passive weakness, believing it to be the
condition for the impartati on of Divine strength. By
this attitude the believer thought h e would ascend to a
higher plane of spiritual life, but eventua_lly discovering
the truth, he has a battle to recover his true normal
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cond iLion. The diagram serves as an illustration showina
resu!t _of any fac~lty, or part of the man, yielded up t~
passivity, decept10n, and possessi on.

"passivity" in its full
extent, means no " activity " ; for once the
Pauir,it:9
b
• ,
u,ith Satanic
man ecomes passive m
volition and mind,
actir,it:9.
he is held by deceiving spirits without power
.
to act, or is driven into Satanic activity;
that is, uncontrollable activity of thought, restlessness of
bo~y, and wild, unbalanced action of all degrees. The
~ctions are _spasmodic and intermittent, the person sometimes ?ashmg a~ea~, and at other times sluggish and
,low; hke a rnachme ma factory, with the wheels whirring

aimlessly, because the switch of t he centre control is out
of hand of the master. The man cannot work, even when
he sees so much to be done, and is feverish because he
cannot do it. During the time of passiviLy he appeared
to be content, but when he is driven into Sat,inic activity,
he is restless, and out of accord with all things around
him. When his environment should lead to a state of
full content, yet something (may it not be "somebody"?)
makes it impossible for him to be in harmony with his
external circumstances, however pleasant they may be.
He is conscious of a restlessness, and activity which is
painfully feverish; or of passivity and weight ; of a doing of
"work," and yet no work. All the manifestations of a
demonaical destruction of his peace.
The believer needing deliverance from the condition of
passivity, must first seek to understand what
De/ir,eran~e
should be his normal or right condition ;t
from
and then test, or examine himself in the
passioit:,.
light of it, to discern if evil spirits have
been inierfel'ing. To do this, let him recollect a moment
in his life, which he would call his" best," either in spirit,
soul and body, or in his whole being; and then let
him look upon this as his normal condition, which
he should expect n.s possible to be maintained, and never
rest satisfied below it.
As the passivity has come about gradually, it can only
end gradually, as it is detected, and destroyed. The full
co-operation of the man is necessary for its removal, and
is the cause of the long period needed for his deliverance.
Deception and pn.ssivity can only be removed as the man
imderstands, and co-operates by the use of his volition in
the refusal of the ground, n,ncl the deception which came
through it. This is also tho reason why, in this aspect
of" possession," evil spirit cannot be" cast out, .. ,:, because
the cause which gave them admittance is a factor in their
expulsion.
An important point in deliverance from passivity is to
keep perpetually in the mind, the standard of the normalt

• fi ee Ohapter X. on va lue a nd purpose of 1·c fu sing.

•see Chapters VIII. and IX. tSee Chapter VIII, on stana,.rd of the normal.

Diagram illustratinJJ StrenJJth, Weakness, and Pauir,it:9.
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1-2 Plane of normal strength.
2 Chose to_ have Divine strength by surrendering into weakness
b~1t willed to be weak, and fulfilled conditions to be weak:
2-3 B~hcver thought he would ascend to Plane 3, and continue
m 3-4 as the reRult of 2.
2-5 But tho believer really descended into passivity and weakness-5.
5-6 Result: stat~ of weakn ess and passivity.
G-8 Struggle agalllst weakness and passivity which was brought
about by No. 2.
6-7 E~eet of N~. 2 ke~ps believer pulled down to 5-6-7.
8 Pomt at wh10~ beh~ver wills not to be weak, and to be strong,
so ~s ~o nulhfy_h1s choice• according to No. 2.
8-9 As WIii is mal!lt3:med, passi:vity is broken, and steady upward
progress 3:nd vJCtory, until the normal (9) is again reached.
9 Norma.I agam reached.
9- 10 If the ohoio? and victory is mfl inlain ed thi s normal is not
only oontmu d, bu t
9-11 Tho boli_over ~sccnds in to tho plane of Divine strength whi ch
was hi s desired goal at No. 2.
11- 12 Result: '' When I am weak," i.e., in myself, "then am I
strong. "

It does not mean that
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condition, and if at any time the believer drops below it
to find out the cause, so as to have it removed. Whatever
faculty, or part of the being, has been surrendered into
passivity, and therefore lost for use, must be retaken by
the active exercise of the will, and brought back into
personal control. The "ground" given which caused any
faculty to fall into bondage to the enemy, must be found
out, and given· up ; and then refused persistently, t in a
steady resistance to the spirits of evil in their hold of it,
remembering that the powers of darkness fight against
the loss of any part of their kingdom in man, as much as
any earthly government would fight to protect its own
territory and subjects. The " Stronger than he" is the
Conqueror, and strengthens the believer for the battle,
and to recover all the spoil. The way that the "Stronger"
than the "strong man" works with the believer in practical
deliverance, we shall deal with later on, only giving here
a sketch of the stages in experience, on this point of
deliverance from the passivity described.
LIBERTY.

When the !acuities

INTERFERENCE.
Interference of the

CONFLICT.

RELIEF.

To regain the use

Faculties released

powers of darkness
with the operation

of the faculties.

the Baptism ol the
Spirit, and the
alter fall into pa1-

of faculties.

Intense

sivity through non u1e of th e various

conjunction
the man.

are

normally

operating,

before

facu lties.

Sec page 72.

Evil spirits acting
in stead of, or in

with

Practicall y no con-

flict, for the "conflict" th e man now

has he puts down
to''resistingGod.''

This ceases as he
•• lets go" into
passivity, and

drifts with the
stream, the deceiving spirits gaining
more and more
hold as he yields

to

the

state.

passive

conflict

with the powers
of darkness.

The believer

ap-

pears to be in n
worse slate than
he ever was .

Light, life, ioy,

love, peace. com-

fort. haP.piness.
victory, ' God's
Presence," all

pleasure in pray-

from passivity.

Now light, life,
joy, peace, ease,

and

liberty

all

restored, with the
gain of clearer
vision. and fuller

know led ge and
experience for per-

petual victory.
Soe Chapter viii,

reading the
.. Word" appears

ing,

lost.

Now the evil

spirits

say the
man has ·• gone
back," but in

reality, he is ad- I
- - - - -- - I vancing,
for he - - -- - - lo drift with the stream, and is gaining deliverance from hi s pass ive state.
1has Itceased
is better lo lose the "peace .. of "no conflict,"
than to remain in deception,

t See Obapter X, on "Row to refuse ~round ."

CHAPTER V.
Deception and Possession .
The difference between deception and possession-sin without resulting

in possession, and sin which opens the door to possession- needed degree of
ground for possession cannot be defined- ·multitudes of believers possessed in
some degree, but attributed to natural causes-a degree of deception through
accepting counterfeits of Divine things which leads on to possession- depends
upon extent of counterfeits accepted- if taken with reckless abandonment
deception quickly develops into po55ession- the dual personality of fully
developed demon-possession -proved to be possible to believers without
disobedience to light. or commission of known sin-having all the symptoms
of the cases in Gospel records-manifest ations can be beautiful as well as
objectionable-du al streams of power resulting from dual condition of the
believer--how these may be manifested- mixed manifestations - how evil
spirits gaia access to the believer-diagram giving columns of stages in
advance from deception to possession- how evil spirits deceive (Column I.)the effort to obtain the will-the counterfeit of God the basis of the whole
after structure-distinc tion between the Person and the Presence of Godbeliever's misconceptions of how God can be with and in him- the true
meaning of God's control-distincti on between God and Divine things-three
source• to be taken into account in all spiritual experience-the counterfeit
presence an influence-when influence accepted then is given the c.,unterfeit
of the Person- the period of danger at the time of seeking the Baptism of
the Spirit- Satan's working upon the senses-the true n:anifestation of Christ
-the distinction between obsession and possession-obsession and its causehow evil spirits obsess to possess-how men can be delivered from obsessiondeliverance of believers from possession- the Bible 1·ecords of trancesclairvoyance and clair-audience, and the true hearing and seeing of Divine
things-true writing under the hand of God-why evil spirits want the body
-their aim to substitute themselves and their workings for God and the man
himself-substitut ion in speaking, recollecting and in conscience and decision
-the darkness resulting when deception and possession are discovered.

T

O be deceived by lying spirits does not mean that
the believer is necessarily possessed by an evil
spirit; and a person may be "possessed" without
having been deceived. For instance, a believer may be
misled in guidance, or be deceived by counterfeit visions
and manifestation s, without these deceptions leading on
into possession; and where there is yielding to sin, either
known or unknown, even by a believer, an evil spirit may
take possession of the mind, or body, without there being
any experience of deception (1 Oor. v. 5) .
The faculties may become severally held, or possessed,
by evil spirits, by (1) yielding to the sin of passivity-
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passivity is the sin of omission, for God does not give 11
faculty either for misuse, or non-use, or (2) yielding to
sins of action, e.g. if the tongue lends iLself to slander or
foul language, it lends itself to sin; and becomes liable to
possession. And so with the eyes, ears, and other parts
of the body; the lust of the eyes in seeing, and looking at
vile things; the ears by wrong listening-eaves -dropping
is lending the ears to the emissaries of Satan--or, on the
other hand, evil spirits may take hold of the nerves of the
ear, so that the person cannot hear what he should, yet
is perm itted to be alert enough in h earing all that he
should not bear.
The needed degree of ground given to an evil spirit in
order to possess, cannot be clearly defined,
Degree of
ground needed but that there is (1) sin without evil s¢rit
for evil spirit posses ion; sin which opens the door to
to possess
possession; and (3) sin which is unmistakecannot be
ably the remlt of Satanic possession (John
defin ed.
xiii. 2) is beyond question. If the man, be
be unbeliever or believer, sins so as to admit an evil spirit,
the ground given may be deepened without measure.
(1) the ground given admits the demon, (2) the
" manifestation" of the evil spirit takes place, (3) then
the misinterpretatio n of the manifestation again gives
further ground, because he believes, and admits still more
of the li es of the evil one.
It is possible, also, for deception and possession to
come about, and pass away without the man being
conscious of either. He may yield to sin which gives
access to an evil spirit, and then take the position of
death (Rom. vi. 6, 11) to the sin or its ground, when,
unconscionsly to himself, the possession passes away.
Multitudes of believers are "possessed " in various
degrees, but do not know it, as they attribute the
"manifesta,tion s" to "natural" causes,* or to "self" or
or " sin," ancl they put them clown to these causes
because they do not appear to bear the characteristics of
dem oniacal p osses ·ion.
• See po.ge 54.
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There is alf!o a degree of deception by deceiving spirits,
in connection with counterfeits of God and Divine things,
which leads on to possession ; and this too, depends upon
the extent of the counterfeits which have been accepted
by the believer. Through "possession" by accepting the
counterfeit of the workings of the Holy Spirit, believers
can, unknowingly, be brought to (1) put their trust in evil
spirits, (2) rely on them, (3) surrender to them, (4) be
guided by them, (5) pray to them/' (6) listen to them,
(7) obey them, (8) receive messages from them, (9) receive
Scripture texts from them, (10) help them in their desires
and working, (11) stand by them, and (12) work for them;
believing they are in these attitudes towards God, and
doing these things for God. t
In some cases, the counterfeit manifestations have been
accepted with such reckless abandonment, that deception
has quickly developed into possession in a most acute,
yet subtle, and highly refined form ; giving no apparent
trace of the presence of evil, yet the peculiar double
personality, characteristic of fully developed " demon
possession," is easily recognizable to trained spiritual
discernment; although it may be hidden under the guise
of the most beautiful "angel of light" manifestation,
with all the fascinating attraction of "glory light " upon
the face,t exquisite music in song, and a powerful effect in
speech.
The dual personality of fully developed demon possession
is generally only recognised when it takes
The dual
the form of objectionable manifestations ;
personality of
such
as when a disti nct other-intelligenc e
demon
obscures the personality of the possessed
possession.
one, :i,nd speaks through the vocal organs,
in a distinctly separate or altered voice, expressing
thoughts or words unintended, or only parLially ·volitioned
by the subject; the victim is compelled to act in ways
contrary to his natural character, and the body is manipulated§ by a foreign power, and nerves and muscles ar~
twisted in contortions, and convulsions, such as are
• p,.ge 131.

G

+Seepages 119, 120.

t Page 166.

§Seepages 39,164,179.
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described. i~ the Scripture records (Luke ix. 39).
characteristic of the dual-personality of demon-possession also is_ th_at t~e manifestations are usually periodical,
and the victim 1s comparatively natural, and normal,
between what are described as "attacks," but which
are really periods of manifestations of the intruding
power.
Evidences are now available, proving that this dualpersonality of possession in its fullest degree, has taken
place in believers who are not disobedient to light, or
yielding to any known sin;* but who have
Dual personality become possessed through deception in
of er,i/ spirit
their abandonment to supernatural power,
possession in
Cliriatian•.
which they believed to be of God; such cases
having all the symptoms and manifestations described in the gospel records. The demon
answering questions in his own voice, and speaking words
of blasphemy against God through the person, whilst
he is, i?i sp~rit, in peace and fellowship with God;
thus ev1dencmg (1) the Holy Spirit to be in the spirit,
and (2) the demon, or demons, in the body, using the
tongue, and throwing the body about at their will. t
This same " dual-personality," UNDER ENTIRELY
DIFFERENT MANIFEST.lTIONS, is easily recognisable by any
who have the "discerning of spirits." At times the
environment of the subject is more favourable than others
for the spirit manifestations, and then they can be
detected in both beautiful and objectionable forms.
The fact of the demon possession of Christians t
destroys the theory that only people in " heathen
co~ntri_e~," or pe~·sons deep. in sin, can be "possessed" by
e~l spmts.. This unexammed, unproved theory in the
mmds of believers, serves the devil well as a cover for his
workings to gain possession of the minds and bodies, of
Ch~istians in · the present time. But the veil is being
stripped off the eyes of the children of God by the hard
path of experience; and the knowledge is dawning upon
the awakened section of the Church that a believer
• ll•e 11110 pa.gea ~,. 66 1111d "Ob1essiot1," pages 109 to 111.

t Bee .lppendj:i;.
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baptized in the Holy Ghost, and indwelt by God in the
inner shrine of the spirit can be deceived into admitting
evil spirits into his being ; and be possessed,* in varying
degrees, by demons, even whilst in the centre he is a,
sanctuary of the Spirit of God ; God working in, and
through his spirit, and the evil spirits in, or through,
mind, or body, or both.
From such possessed believers there can proceed,
at intervals, streams from the two sources
Dual
of power ; one from the Spirit of God in the
stre«ms
centre, and the other from an evil spirit in
of poioer.
the outer man ; and with the two parallel
results to those who come in contact with the two
streams of power. In preaching, all the truth spoken by
such a believer may be of God, and according to the
Scriptures, correct and full of light-the spirit of the
man right-whilst evil spirits working in mind or body,
make use of the cover of the truth to insert their
manifestations, t so as to find acceptance with both speaker
a.nd hearers. That is to say, there may pour through a
believer at one moment, a stream of truth from the Word,
giving light and love and blessing to receptive ones among
the listeners ; and the next moment, a foreign spirit,
hidden in mind or body, may send forth a streamlet
through the soulish or physical part of the man,
producing corresponding effects in soul or body among
.t he listeners, who respond in their soulish or physical
part to the Satanic stream, either by emotional or
physical manifestations, or in nervous or muscular
actions. One or the other of the " streams " of power
from the Holy Spirit in his spirit, or from the deceiving
spirit in mind or body, may predominate at different times,
thus making the same man appear dual in character, with
short intervals, at different periods of time. " See how he
speaks! How he seeks to glorify God! How sane and
i-easonable he is! What a passion he has for souls I "
may be said with truth of a worker, until some moments
later some peculiar change is seen in him, and in the
• Pages 68, 69,110. t See diagram on page 55 as showing also a vossible ca.use.
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meeting. A strang e element comes in, possib
ly only
recognizable to some with keen spirit ual vision,
or else
plainl y obvious to all. Perha ps the speak er begin
s to
pray quietly, and calmly, with a pure spirit, but sudde
nly
the voice is raised, it sounds "holl ow," or has a metal
lic
tone;"' the tension of the meeti ng increases; an
overwhelming, overmasteri ng " powe r" falls upon it;
and no
one think s of "resis ting" what appea rs to be
such a
" manif estati on of God ! "
The major ity of those prese nt may have no idea of
the
mixture which has crept in. Some fall
mam1,~ixe~
estahon1. upon the groun d unabl e to bear the strain ed
.
emotion, or effect upon the mmd ; and some
are throw n down by some super natur al power ;
other s
cry out in ecstas y; the speaker leaves the platfo
rm,
passes by a young man, who becomes conscious of a
feeling
of intoxication upon him, which does not leave his
senses
for some time. Other s laugh with the exuberance
of the
intox icatin g joy. Some have had real spirit ual help
and
blessing throu gh the Word of God being expounded
ere
this climax came, and durin g the pure outflow
of the
Holy Spirit ; consequently they accept these
strange
workings as frorn God, because in the first stage
of the
meeting, their needs have been truly met by Him
; and
they canno t discern the two separ ate "man ifesta
tions "
coming throu gh the same chann el l If they doubt
the
latter part of the meeting, they fear they are untru
e to
their inner conviction that the earlier part was "of
God,"
Other s are conscious that the "man ifesta tions
" are
contr ary to their spirit ual vision, and judgm ent;
but on
account of the blessing of the earlier part they stifle
their
doubts, and say "We canno t under stand the 'phys
ical'
manifestations, but we must not expect to under stand
all
that God does. We only know that the wond
erful
outpo uring of truth and love and light at the begin
ning
of tbe meeting was from God, and met our need.
No one
can mista ke the sincerity, the pure motive
of the
speaker • • therefore, althou gh I canno t under stand
, or
• Page 165.
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say I •like' the physical manifestations, yet-i
t must
be all of God . . "
Briefly put, this is a glimpse into the mixed
"man ifesta tions " which have come upon the Churc
h of
God, since the Revival in Wale s; for, almost witho
ut exception, in every land where revival has since broke
n forth,
withi n a very brief period of time the counterfeit
stream
has mingled with the true; and almos t witho ut excep
tion,
true and false have been accepted together, because
of the
workers being ignor ant of the possibility of
True nnd
concu
rrent stream s ; or else have been
counterfeit
rejectecl together by those who could not
accepted
together.
detect the one from the other ; or it has
been believed that there was no " true " at
all, because the major ity of believers fail to under
stand
that there can be mixed workings of the (1) Divin
e and
Satan ic, (2) Divine and huma n, (3) Satan ic and
hu°:18:°•
(4) soul and spirit, (5) soul and bo~y, (6) body a~d
spmt ;
the three latter in the way of feelmgs and consciousn
ess,
and the three former in the way of source and powe
r.
There must be more than one quant ity to make
a
mixtu re; at least two. The devil mixes his lies with
the
truth for he must use a truth to carry his lies.
The
belie; er must therefore discriminate, and judge all
things .
He must be able to see so much to be impure,
and so
much that he can accept. Satan is a " mixer."
If in
anyth ing he finds ninety -nine per cent. pure, he
tries ~o
insert one per cent. of his poisonous stream , and
this
grows, if undetected, until the proportions a:e rever~
ed.
Wher e there is mixture acknowledged to be m meetm
gs
where super natur al manif estati ons take plt1ce, if believ
ers
are unable to discl'iminate, thoy should keep away
from
these "mixt ures" until they n.re able to discern.
In accepting the counterfeits of S~tan, t~e bel~e~
er
think s, and believes, he is complymg with
D1vme
conditions in order to ascend to a highe r life; where
as he
complies with conditions for Satan ic workings in_
his life,
and thereb y descends into a pit of deception
and
suffering, with his spirit and motive pure.
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How evil spirits gain access to the believer, is the
next question we need to consider ; and here we give
in column form, six concise lists of (1) how they deceive;
(2) the ground given for deception ; (3) where they enter;
(4) the excuses the spirit makes to hide the ground, and
keep the believer in ignorance of his presence and the
ground he holds; (5) the effect on the man thus deceived;
and (6) the symptoms of the possession.
[See Page 103.]

Taking the columns one by one we shall see how
subtly the evil spirit works, first to
Column I.
deceive, and then to gain access to the
How evil spirits
mind or body, or both, of the believer.
deceive.
One principle governs the working of God,
and the working of Satan in seeking access to a man. In
the creation of a human being with a free will, God, Who
is Sovereign Lord of the Universe, and of all angelic
powers, has limited Himself in that He does not violate
man's freedom in obtaining his allegiance; neither can
Satan's evil spirits enter, and obtain possession of any
part of the man APART FROM HIS CONSENT, given
either consciously, OR UNCONSCIOUSLY . Just as a man
" wills " a good thing, and God makes it fact, so when
the man " wills " an evil thing, evil spirits make it
fact. Both God and Satan need the will of man for
working in man.*
In the unregenerate man the will is enslaved to Satan,
but in the man who has been regenerated, and delivered
from the power of sin, the will is liberated to choose the
things of God. In one who has thus been brought into
fellowship with God, Satan can only gain ground by
stratagem, or, in Bible terms, by "wiles;" for he knows
he will never get from a believer deliberate consent to
the entry, and control of evil spirits. The Deceiver can
only hope to obtain that consent by guile : i.e., by
feigning to be God Himself, or a messenger from Him.
He knows, too, that such a believer is determined to
obey God at all costs, and covets the knowledge of God
• Page Ill!. Al10 see Cba.pter IX. on how God works in believers.
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above all else on earth.
There is, therefore, no
other way to deceive this one, but by counterfe iting
God Himself, His presence and His workings ; and under
pretence of being God, to obtain the co-operation of the
man's will in a.ccepting further deception s; so as to
eventuall y lead to "possession " of some part of the
believer's mind or body, and thus injure or hinder his
usefulnelis to God, as well as that of others who will be
affcdud by him.
The counterfe it of God in and with the believer, is the
basis on which is built the whole after structure of
possession through deception. Believers desire and
expect God to be with, and in them. They expect God's
presence with them, and this is counterfeited. They
expect God to be in them as a Person, and evil spirits
counterfe it the three Persons of the Trinity.
In order to _understand the counterfe iting methods of
evil spirits, we must distingui sh between
b1?/:;;~tii°h: the Presence and the P.erson of God. The
Person and
"Pr;senc e" as giving forth aninfluenc e,
th e jGsdnce and the Person
manifeste d as l!'ather, Son,
0
0
•
or Holy Spirit. Crudely put, it may be
described as the difference between God as Light, and
having light from God. God as Love, and having love
from God. The one is the Person Himself in His nature,
and the other the outshining, or giving forth of
what He is.
'.Che thought with many is that the Person of Christ
is in them, but in truth, Christ as a Person is in no man.
He dwells in believers by His Spirit-th e Spirit of
Christ (Rom. viii. 9), as they receive the " supply of the
Spirit of Jesus" (Phil. i. 19; Acts xvi . 7 R.v.).
It is necessary also, to understan d the teaching of
the Scripture s on the Trinity, and the different attributes
and work of each Person of the Trinity, to discern the
counterfe iting work of the deceiver.
God the Father, as a Person, is in the highest heaven.
His presence is manifeste d in men as the " Spirit of the
Father." Christ the Son is in heaven as a Person, His
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presence in men is by His Spirit. The Holy Spirit, as
the Spirit of the Father, and of the Son, is on earth in
the Church, which is the Body of Christ; and manifests
the Father or the Son, in, and to believers, as they are
taught by Him to apprehen d the Triune God. Hence
Christ said "I will manifest Myself," to those who loved
and obeyed Him; n.nd lo.ter " We will come, and make
our abode with him" (John xiv. 23) i.e., by the Holy
Spirit to be given on the Day of Pentecos t.
The Person of God is in heaven, but the presence is
manifeste d on earth, in and with believers ;
The P erson of
God in heaoen, through and by the Holy Spirit; in, and
His presence i£_ the human spirit, as the organ of
on earth b;y
the Holy Spirit for the manifested presence
His Spirit.
of God.
The believer's misconceptions of the manner in which
God can be in, and with him, and his ignorance that evil
spirits can counterfe it God and divine things, form the
ground upon which he c,i n be deceived into accepting
the counterfeit workings of evil spirits, and give them
access into, and possession, :i.nd control of his inner
being.
If God, Who is Spirit, can be in and with a man, evil
spirits can also be in and with men, if they can obtain
ACCESS BY CONSENT.
'.I.'heir aim and desire is possession
and control. These are terms which are often used of
God's work in believers, but which are not really
Scriptura l, in the meanings which are given to the words
in the present day, i .e., God "_possess es" a man in the
sense of ownership, and then He asks for co-operation,
not " control." 'fhe believer is to control himself,
by co-operation in bis spirit with the Spirit of God; but
never does God "control " the man as a machine is
controlle d by another, or by some dynamic force.
We must also make a distinction between God
and Divine things, i.e., all that is Divine is
Distinctio~
not God Himself, just as all that is Satanic
between God and .
.
dir,ine things. 1s not Satan h"1mself, and all that 1s
human
is not the man himself; Divine, Satanic
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and human things, being those which emanate from God,
Sa.tan, and man respectively.
These three sources must al ways be taken into account
in everythin g, e.g., Guidance ca.n be (1) divine, (2)
satanic, or (3) human. Obedience may be rendered to
(1) God, (2) Satan, or (3) men.
Visions may have their
source in (1) God, (2) evil spirits, or (3) the man himself.
Drearns can come from (1) God, (2) evil spirits, or (3) the
man's own condition. W1·iting in its source may be from
(1) God, (2) ev il spirits, or (3) th e man's own thoughts.
Counterf eits by evil spirits may therefore be (1) of God,
and divine things, (2) of Satan and sa.tanic things, or
(3) the human and human things.
To obtain possession, and control of believers, who
will not be attracted by sin, the deceiving spirits must
first counterfeit the manifesta tion of the presence of God,
so that under cover of thi s "presenc e " they can get
their suggestio ns into the mind, and their counterfe its
accepted without question. This is their first, and
sometime s their long piece of labour. It is not always
an easy task, especially when the soul has been well
grounded in the Scripture s, and learnt to walk by faith
upon the Word of God, nor is it easy when the mind is
acute in usage, and well guarded in thought, and healthily
occupied.
llrom the counterfeit presence, com es the influence
which causes the counterfe it to be accepted.
The counterfeit Evil spirits must make sornething to imitate
of the presence
.
of God.
the presence of God, as then·
"presenc e"
does not, and cannot be a counterfe it of it.
The counterfe it presence is a work of theirs, made by
them, but is not the manifesta tion of their own persons,
e.g., they give sweet or soothing feelings, or feelings of
peace, love, etc., with the whispere d suggestion, adapted
to the ideal of the victim, that these indicate the
presence of God.
When a counterfeit presence, or influence , is accepted,
then they go on to counterfe it a " Person," as one of the
Persons of the Trinity, again adapted to the ideals or
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desires of the victim. If the believer is drawn to one
more than another of the P ersons of the Holy Trinity,
the counterfe it will be of the One he is attached to most.*
The Father, to those who are drawn to Him; the Son to
those who think of Him as "Bridegr oom" and crave
love; and the Holy Spirit to those who crave for power.
The counterfe it "Presenc e," as an influence, preced es
the counterfeit of the ' ' P erson" t of God, through which
much ground is gained.
·
.
The period of danger is, as already shown m Chapter
III., at the time of seeking the Baptism of the Holy
Spirit, when much has been said _by others about
manifesta tions of God to the conscioiisness, or some
"coming upon" of the Spirit, f_elt b!. the senses
This is the opportun ity for the watchmg spmts.
What believer is there that does not long for the
"conscio us " presence of God, and would not give up all
to obtain it? How difficult it is to walk by "faith,"
when passin g through the dark places of life! If _the
"conscious presence " is to be obtttined by the Baptis m
of the Spirit, and th ere can be supernatu ral effectR
upon the senses, so that God is really f elt to be at handthen who would not be tempted to seek it? It looks to
be an absolutel y necessary equipm ent for service, _and it
appears from the Bible story of _Penteco_st, as if . the
believers then must have had this conscious presence,
felt by them physicall y and actually.
Here lies the danger point which first opens the door
to Satan. The working upou the senses m
Satan's,oot king the religious realm, bas long been Satan's
upon th e
special mode of deceiving men througho ut
senses.
the whole world, of which he is the god
a.nd prince. He knows how to soothe, and move, a~d
work upon the senses in every poss!b~e way, and, m
every form of religion ever known, dece1vmg unregen erate
men with the form of godliness whilst denying the power.
Among the truly converted, and even sanctified believers ,
• Pa e 149 on "Counterfe it viaions."
t See pages 125-128 on
"Tte location of God," and the counterfeit presence
of God.
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the senses are still his way of approach. Let the soul
admit a craving for beautiful emotions, happy feelings,
overwhelming joy, and the conception that manifestations,
or "signs," are necessary to prove the presence of God,
especially in the Baptism of the Spirit, and the way is
open for Satan's lying spirits to deceive.
The Lord said, on the eve of His Cross, concerning
the coming of the Holy Spirit to the believer, " I will . .
mn.nifest Myself unto him" (John xiv. 21), but He did
not say how He would fulfil His promise. To the
woma.n at the well He said "God is spirit," and "they
that- worship Him must worship Him_fu
T~e tru~
spi3:it
and
in truth." The manifestation
manr; , station
.
.
of Christ.
of Clmst 1s, therefore, to the spirit/ and
not in the realm of the semes or animal
soul. Hence the craving for sense-111amfest~tion opens
the door to deceiving spirits to counterfeit the real
presence of Christ; but the consent and co-operation of
the will to their control must be obtained, t and this they
seek to get under the guise of an " angel of light ; " as a
messenger of God apparently clothed with li"ght, not darkness, for light is the very nature and character of God.
The basis of this deception of the believer is his
ignorance of the principics on which God works in man,
and the true co11diLions for Hi11 manifested presence in
the man's spirit; 1md his ignorance of tho conditions
upon which evil spirits work, in a PASSIVE SURRENDER! of
the will, mind and borly to supernatur al power. In his
ignorance of the true working of God, the believer
expects Him to move on the physical being, so that He
is mauifested to the senses, and to use his faculties apart
from him, as a proof of His presence and "control,"
whereas God only moves in, and through the man
himself by the active co-operation of his will-the will
being the ego, or centre of the man. Neither does God
use the faculties of the ma,n apart from conjunction with
the man, i.e., through his will. Not INS'l'EAD of the ma.n,
but with him (2 Cor. vi. 1).
• See page 128. t Page 112. t See Chapter IV. on Passivity.
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The counterfeit presence is an ·influence from outside
upon the believer ; and can begin in some
The counterfeit cases, not only at the time of the Baptism
!'resence is an of the Spirit, but by a " practice" of the
influence upon
f G d ,, ·r th b .
the belieoer.
" Presence o
o , 1
e e11ever means
by that a SENSE CONSCIOUSNESS of "God,"
who is to be known and recognized by the sense of the
spirit, not the senses of the body. The true pr9sence of
God is not felt by the physical senses,'' but IN THE SPIRIT,
and the same is true of ''feeling'' the presence of evil sph ts,
or Satan. The spirit sense alone can discern the presence
of God, or Satan; and the bony only feels indirectly.
It is important to clearly recognize the distinction
between the "obsession ," or influence of the counterfeit
presence; and the "possessio n," or access obtained,
which follows the acceptance of the obsession, or
influence from without.
The distinction and the characteris tics may be briefly
described as follows :-(1) OBSESSION: an influence from
outside; a counterfeit presence of God as an influence itpon
the person, to which he opens himself in mind and body.
(2) PosSESSION : the counterfeit of a person within
(after obtaining a footing), generally as love. ·~ Absolute
abandonm ent to this of the affection!'! and will. Exquisite
feelings in physical and soulish realm, with spirit
untouched . The man thinks all is "spiritual, " when it
is really the sensuous life in a spiritual form.
The word obsession has been exaggerate d in modern
use, and symptoms, or manifestat ions truly belonging to
possession, are frequently put down to it.
" Obsession " means an evil spirit, or spirits, hovering
around, and influencing a man with the
Ob.session and object of obtaining a footing in him, and
,ts cause.
. .
•
•
gammg possession
, m h owever sma11 a
degree. If these influences are yielded to, it must result
in possession, e.g., if an evil spirit counterfeit s the
presence of God, and comes upon the man as an influence
only, it may be described as obsession; but when a
• See page 113.

t See page 128.

110

(2) Showing them that they should accept nothing
from witho1it either in suggestions* to the mind, or
influence of any kind coming upon the body; as God the
Holy Spirit works from within the spirit of the man,
illuminating and renewing his mind, and bringing the
body under the believer's own control.
(3) Teaching them how to stand in Christ, and resist
all besieging attacks of the powers of darkness.
For the deliverance of souls under the bondage of evil
spirits in possession, i.e., when they have, after obsession,
gained admittance in any degree ; much knowledge of
God and of spiritual things is needed.
It is generally thought that "casting out" t the
spirit or spirits, is the only method of dealing with them,
but since the ground they obtained to gain entrance, and
abide in, cannot be" cast out," it is obvious that although
the " casting out " may avail in some cases, it is not the
the only means of deliverance.
Much depends upon the cause of the possession. In
China, among the heathen, demons were
Some way• of cast out imm ediately after the simple
delir,erance f ~om
· h by th e Ch r1s
· t·1ans.+t I n
poss,ssion.
prayer of fa1t
Germany, an evangelist of ripe experience,
t1peaks of men delivered from demon-possession a.fter
one prayer, but others who were "weeks, months, years,
before they got free," and this only after much wrestling
in pra.yer by men of God, mighty in faith.
But for believers who have become possessed by evil
spirits as a RESULT OF DECEPTION, the main principle of
deliverance is the being UNDECEIVED . To deal with
" possession " which is the fruit of deception, by commanding the spirits to depart, is to deal with the effect,
rather than the cause; and to bring about only temporary,
if any, relief, with the danger of the evil spirit returning
quickly to his" house," i.e., the gromid which gave him
lodgment.

footing is gained in him, it is "posset:1sion,"'~ because the
obsessing spirits have gained access, and possess the
ground they hold, up to the extent of the ground given.
The meaning of the word obsession as given in the
dictionary bears this out. It means "to besiege," and
it is described as " persistent attack, especially of an
evil spirit upon a person;" and " the state of being
molested from without, as opposed to 'possession' or
control by an evil spirit from within." According to this
description of obses sion, it is evident that it is a very
common form of attack by the powers of darkness upon
the children of God ; not to speak of the unregenerate
who are already, according to the Scriptures (Eph. ii. 2),
controlled from within, i .e., "the spirit that now worketh
IN the children of disobedience" (A.v.)
Evil spirits "obsess," or persistently molest, and
besiege the man, to gain possession. They obsess his
mind with some dominating idea which destroys his
peace, and clouds his life ; or they counterfeit some
Divine experience, which seems to come from God, and
which the believer accepts without question. This is
one dangerous form of obsession in the present day,
when evil spirits seek to gain admittance to a. believer
by counterfeiting some exterior manifestation of God,
such as a "Presence " filling the room, and felt by the
physical senses; " waves " of "power " pouring upon,
and through the physical being ; or a feeling of wind, t
air, or a breathing upon the outer man, apparently from
Divine sources. In brief, all exterior manifestations to the
believer, coming from without UPON THE
Exterior
BODY, have the characteristics of " obsesmanifestations of ·
" b
·
the character s10n,
ecause th ey may come f rom dece1vof obsession. ing spirits seeking access to mind or body.
The deliverance of persons under obses1:1ion of any kind, or degree, is by truth, such as:(1) Giving them knowledge how to detect what is of
God or the devil, by understanding the principles distinguishing the working of the Holy Spirit, and evil spirits.
• Se~ r ages 68, 69.
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• Pages 129, 132.
t See Chapter XI. on "Casting out evil ■pirit■ . "
t See Pastor Hsi. Morge.n & Scott. Al10 "Demon Pos•ession and Allied

t See page 111.
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Believers who discover themselves to be possessed
through deception, should therefore seek light upon the
ground through which the evil spirits entered, and GIVE
r.r UP. It is by ground given that they obtain access,
and it is by ground removed that they depart.* It is for
this reason that emphasis is placed in this book upon
the understanding of truth, t rather than upon the aspect
of the casting out of demons, as it is written for the
deliveranc e of believers deceived and possessed through
accepting counterfeit s of the working of God.
Deceived and possessed believers should also be taught
the fundament al principle of the attitude of the human
will in relation to God,! and Satan, and his deceiving
spirits. The Scriptures are full of this truth. " If any
man willeth to do His will, be shall know .. " (John vii.
17); "he that will, let him take .. " (Rev. xxii.17).
Let it be emphasize d again: deceiving spirits are obliged
to get the CONSENT OF THE MAN'S WILL ERE THEY CAN
ENTER, § and as to how far they enter. This they do
by counterfeit and deception. They can only obtain
the believer's surrender to their power, by feigning to be
God. In fact, obsession, and possession, in all cases,
both of regenerate and unregenera te, is based upon
deception and guile ; for it is not until a man is very fully
under the power of Satan that he wilfully, and knowingly,
yields himself up to him.
Deliveranc e, therefore, requires the active exercise of
the will, which must, in reliance upon the strength of
God, and in the face of all beguileme nts, and suffering,
be kept steadily set against the powers of darkness,11 to
nullify previous consent to their working.
Deceiving spirits also counterfeit God in His holiness,
and in His righteousness. The effect in such a case
is to make the believer afraid of God, and to shrink
a.way from, and loathe a.11 spiritual things. They try to
terrorise those who are timid and fearful ; to influence
• Seo Chapter VIII. on" The Pl\th to Freedom." t Pa.ge 59.
t Seo Clrn.pter IX. on "How God works in believers."
f Pa.sos 100, 105, 108. II See also "The value of refusing," in Cha.pter X.
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those who yearn for power ; or to draw into their control
those who are open to the attraction of love and happiness.
It may be said deliberately, that it is never safe in any
case to feel God's presence with the
Physical senses physical senses ~' for it is almost bevond
should not feel
·
Goa s presence. doubt a counter f' e1t
'' presence " -a sn• btl e
snare of the enemy to gain a footing in the
man. This is one rea,son why some who have urged
upon other believers their need of a " realization of God "
-meaning a FELT presence in the atmospher e, or within
them-hav e, to their grief and dismay, lost the " realization" they themselves had, and sunk into darkness, and
numbness of feeling. t These believers not knowing this
to be the direct result-eit her quickly or at some distant
period-of all supernatur al manifestat ions to the senses ;
the victim looking for the cause of the breakdown, or" deadness" to spiritual things, in "overstra in" or" sin," and
not to the realization experience he rejoiced in.
The normal condition of the body, and freedom of the
faculties for use, is plainly to be seen in all Bible records
of men in direct communic ation with God.
Paul in
a. "trance" (Acts xxii. 18), had full possession of his
faculties, and intelligent use of mind and tongue.
.Especially so is this recognizab le in John on Patmos.
His physical being was prostrate from the weakness of
the natural man in the unveiled presence of the glorified
Lord; but after the quickening touch of the Master, his
full intelligenc e was in use, and his mind clearly at work,
in power to grasp and retain all that was being said
and shown to him (Rev. i. 10-19).
The difference between the Bible records of the
revelations of God, and the conditions of the men to
whom they were given; and the records of many of the
supernatur al manifestat ions to-day, lies in a principle
which reveals the distinction , in striking contrast, between
the pure Divine working, and the Satu.nic counterfeit s of
God: i.e., the contrasting principles of,
(1) The retention of the use of the will, and faculties;
• P&ge 131.

H

t P&ges 133,

155.
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(2) The loss of persona l control through passivity.
We may take as example what is called "clairvo yance"
and "clairau dience" ; i.e., the power to see and the
power to hear : the first meaning the seeing of supernatural things, and the second the hearing of superna tural
words. There is a true seeing and hearing, and a false
seeing and hearing of superna tural things ; and they
result either from a. Divine gift, which is the true
(Rev. i. 10-12); or an evil PASSIVE state, which admits
the counterf eit.
It is said that clairvoy ance and cla.iraudience powers
are " natural gifts," but they a.re
Clai,..,o;yance and really the result of an evil state in
elairaudience
h'
. .
'.
and their cause. w IC h ev1'l sp1r1ts
are a ble to mamfes
t
their power and presence . Crystal gazing*
is a.lso merely a means of inducing this passive state,
and so with all the various methods in vogue in the
East and elsewhe re, to
ng about the manifes tations
and working s of superna tural powers. The principle is
the same. The key to all these, and other Satanic
working s in the human frame, is the need of the
SUSPENS ION OF THE MENTAL ACTIVITY ; whereas in
all
Divine revelatio ns, the mental faculties and powers
are uncheck ed, and in full operatio n.
The people at the foot of Mount Sinai "saw God,"
yet they were not" passive. " Vision- wh ether mental
or physical- is really active and not passive, that is,
separate d from volition and persona l action ; and
"vision s " ma.y be either physical , mental or spiritual .
In writing under the control of evil spirits the same
principl e is manifes ted, i.e., the suspens ion
Supernatu ral
of volitiona l and mental action : writing
•nd speaking.
(1) The person writes what he hears
dictated audibly in a. superna tural way.
(2) He writes what he sees presente d to his mind
superna turally, sometim es with rapidity as if compelled.
(3) He writes automat ically, as his hand is moved,
without any mental, or volitional action.

In descript ive writing, or writing from what is supernaturall y prasente d to the mind, the words may pass
before the mental vision as clearly as if they were seen
by the physical eye, sometim es in letters of fire, or light. ,:,
The same may take place in public speaking, when the
speaker may describe what is presented to the mental
vision- that is, if his mind is in a passive state-th inking
that all is "illumin ation by the Holy Spirit."
This may take place in some, in such a refined degree,
that the man is deceived into thinking that it comes
from a. " brilliant mind," " gifts of imagina tion,"
"delica te power of poetic descript ion," whilst none of it
is the REAL PRODUCT OF HIS OWN MIND; for it is not the
outcome of thought, but the seizing of subtly presente d
., pictures ," given at the moment when writing or
speaking . It can be tested by its fruits; being (1) empty
of tangible results, and sometim es (2) mischiev ous in
suggesti on; certain sentence s intermin gled with words of
truth, being subversi ve of the pure gospel; whilst the
whole has no spiritua l s1ibstance at the back of the
beautifu l words, or any permane nt result in the salvatio n
of the unregen erate, or the building up of believers.
It is possible that this may be the hidden cause of the
evanesc ent characte r of Mission s carried out on a wide
scale, which seem at the time to be fruitful, but which
pass away like the morning cloud in a few brief weeks.
The speaker s gave the truths of the gospel, but may have
preache d from mental presentations, and not from the
source of the spirit in co-opera te action
Preaching from with the Holy Spirit.
The powers of
mental
.
presentations. darknes s have nothmg to fear from wordseven words of gospel truth-i f there is no
fructifyi ng life in them from the source of the Spirit of
God ; and that there are spurious conversi ons on
a wide scale permitte d, if not brought about, by
the spirits of evil, is now beyond question . It is easy
for them to, apparen tly, let go their captives when ii

* See pa.ge 149 on " Counterfe it Visions."

115

• See exa.mple given on pa.ge 107 of" The Wa.rfa.re ... itb Sa.ta.n, a.nd
the Way of Victory." Me.rRho.11 Bro,bers, London.

I

116

War on the Saints.
suits their plans to deceive the people of God, and there
is much in the religious movement s of to-day which
absorbs the energy of Christians, and appears to extend
the Kingdom of God, but leaves undisturbe d the kingdom
of the spirits of the air.
In automatic writing, and in the more refined
presentatio ns referred to, the mind is passive in greater
or lesser degree; and the man writes, or speaks, not what
comes from the normal action of the mind, but what.
he sees presented to him.
Ignorant of the existence of evil spirits, and their
unceasing schemes to deceive every child of God; and
equally ignorant of the danger of fulfilling th e conditions
for their working; a great number of believers do not
know that in the ordinary circumstan ces of life they can
be opening themselves to the deceptions of supernatur al
beings, who are keenly watching to gain admittance , and
to use the servants of God, e.g., a public speaker who seeks
to depend on "supernat ural help," and does not keenly
use his brain in alert spiritual "thinking ," practically
cultivates a passive condition which the enemy may make
use of to the fullest degree ; and thus unknowing ly gain
an influence in his life, which is manifested in unaccount able attacks of all kinds, with, apparently , no ground
given by him in life or action.
The same may be true of an author, who in some way,
unknown to himself, has become passive -or bluntly put,
meclinmis tic-in some faculty, or pa.rt of his inner life,
and thereby has opened himself to the supernatur al
" presentati ons" of evil spirits,* for his speaking or
writing, which he thinks is illuminatio n from God.
In writing under Divine guidance, three factors are
required:
True writing
(1) A spirit indwelt by, and moved by
under the hand
the
Holy Spirit (2 Peter i. 21).
o/ God.
(2) An alert and renewed mind, acute in
active power of apprehensi on and intelligent thinking
(See 1 Cor. xiv. 20).
• See pages 77, 115, 148, 150.
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(3) A body under the complete control of the spirit
and volition of the man (See 1 Cor. ix. 27).
In writing or speaking under the control of evil spirits,
a man is not truly " spiritital," for his spirit is not in
use; what appears "spiritual " being the work of
supernatur al powers manifestin g their spirit power on,
and through, the passive mind of the man, a.part from
his spirit. But in writing under the guidance of God;
since it is not given by dictation, as to an automaton ,
but by the movement of the Holy Spirit in the man's
spirit; the man must be truly spiritual, the source being
in the spirit, and not in the mind, as it is when men
write the products of their own thoughts. The Scriptures
bear the marks of their having been written in this way.
" Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost (2 Pet. i. 21). They" spake from God," but
as men they received and uttered, or wrote the truth given
in the spirit, but transmitte d through the full use of their
divinely enlightene d faculties.
Paul's writings all show the fulfilm ent of the three
requiremen ts mentioned ; of his spirit being open to the
movement of the Holy Spirit, his mind in full use, and
his body an obedient instrumen t under the control of the
spirit ; his letters also revealing the capacity of the
renewed mind for apprehend ing the deep things of God.
In Paul, too, we see the clear discrimina tion possessed
by a spiritual man, able to recognize what
Paurs power came from
God in his spirit, and what was
of spiritual
discernment. the product of bis own thought in the exercise of his judgment as a servant of God.*
The records+ of most "supernatu ral revelations " to-day,
almost entirely show (1) the absence of the requirements for true Divine manifost11,Lions ; and (2) of having
fulfilled the law for the workings o{ evil spirits ; i.e., the
SUSPENSION OF THE USE OJ,' THE MENTAL FACULTIES , with
the consequen t emptiness, and sometimes childish folly, of
the words said to have been "spoken by God," a.nd the
• Note the varying language in 1 Cor. vii. 6, 8, 10, 12, 25, 40, "I say," and
~ot I but the Lord."
t Page 113.
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purpose lessness of the" visions ," and other manifes tations.
Let the conditions necessary for evil spirits to work in
the human frame be fulfilled, and then no experie nce of
the past, no dignity of position , no intellec tual training ,
or knowle dge, will protect the believe r from their
counter feit manifes tations. Conseq uently, the deceive r
will do anythin g and everyth ing to engend er passivi ty
in the childre n of God, in any form whatso ever, either
in spirit, soul or body; for he knows that sooner or later
he will gain the ground then given. It can therefo re
he said unhesit atingly , that if the law for evil spirits
to work is fulfilled, in the non-use of the mind and
faculties, evil spirits will work, and deceive the very elect
of God.
It may be asked why evil spirits want the body, and
why they so persiste ntly work to gain
Wl, _y ,vi/ spirits access and possess ion ?
(1) Because in it they find "rest "
(Matt. xii. 43), and seem to find some
relief for themselves in some way we do not know. But.
still more than this :
(2) Becaus e the body is the outlet of the soul and
spirit; and if they can contrnl the exterio r, t~ey ~an
thereby control the inner man at the centre by hmden ng
his freedom of action man-wa rd, althoug h they may not
do RO God-wa rd.
In the case of the believe r, they do not destroy the
life at the centre, but they ca n impriso n it, so that
the inner man, indwelt by the Holy Spirit, is unable to
attack and destroy their kingdom and works. When the
evil spirits gain possess ion of a believe r's body and mind
in any degree, all previou s spiritua l growth is practic ally
of no service value. In the spiritua l section of the
Church of Christ, a great numbe r of believe rs need
light for Uberation of their circumf erence. Their spiritua l
growth is checke d ,ind hindere d by the dulling of their
facul1rie s, the clog of misconceptions and decepti ons in
their minds, or weak ness and disease in their bodies,
These conditi ons also checking the outflow of the Holy

th:'b;J,.
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Spirit indwell ing the spirit, so that the life of Jesus
cannot be manifes ted through them, in the using of the
mind for the transm ission of truth, or in the strengt hening
and using of the body in active effective service.
Therefo re, when the outer man becomes disposs essed,
it does not bring the centre life into existence, but into
freedom of operati on. All this may be in various
degrees , for all believers are not in the same degree of
bondag e. There are degrees of (1) inner spiritua l growth ;
of (2) mixture in the life, of workin gs of God from the
spirit, and evil spirits in the outer man ; of (3) passivi ty
of the man in spirit, soul and body, resultin g in (4)
degrees of " possess ion."
The momen t ground is given, in any degree, to evil
spirits, the facultie s are dulled by them, or become
passive through non-use . Their aim then is to substitiite
themsel ves for the person in all his actions , and to so gain
entranc e to him, over the rails, so to speak, of his passive
facultie s, will, etc., as to intertw ine themse lves in the
innerm ost structu re of his being, and thus to control him
and use him for their own purpos es; the man meanw hile
believin g that he is admitti ng Divine substitu tions for
himsel f-that is, God workin g, and acting instead of
himsel f-and thus he is becomi ng "God-p ossesse d."
Believe rs in such a degree of possess ion by deceivi ng
spirits THEN HAVE "SUPER NATURA L POWER ," and can, in a
supern atural way, GET FROM THE SPIRITS IN CONTRO L of
them, and GIVE FORTH FROM THEM AS THEIR TRANSMITTER S, many superna tural working s, or manife
stations
such as:The getting n.nd t ransmitt ing of" H.ovola tions. " Chap. vi.
The power of" Proph ecy ."
The power of divinat ion . S ee Chap . vii.
..
The receiving and giving of impressions, supernat ura lly. Ch. vu.
The getting of specific "guidan ce," supernat urally. Bee Oh. vi
.
The foretellin g of events.
The power of writing automat ically, or otherwis e. Page 116.
The receiving and giving of inform&tion.
The receiving of interpre tations.
The getting of visions. See Chap. vi,

\
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Such a possessed believer may also obtain power:Of listening to spirit beings. See pages 125, 137, 169.
Of cc.ncentration necessary for listening,
Of getting knowledge, supernaturally,
Of holding communication and communion supernaturally,
Of translating, criticizing, correcting, judging,
Of getting and giving suggestions,
Of getting a11.d giving messages,
Of dealing with obstacles, supernaturally,
Of receiving and giving ''meanings" to facts and imaginations,
Of giving supernatural meanings to natural facts : and natura.l
meanings to supernatmal facts,
Of being led and controlled. See page 136.

Many of these manifested workings of the evil spirits
in possession of the believer, appear to be the working of
the man himself; but of which actions he is incapable
naturally: e.g., he may have no "natural" power of
"translating, criticizing," etc.
Yet the spirits in
possession can give him power for so doing, thus creating
a false personality* in the eyes of others, who think him
possessed of such and such "gifts" (naturally), and are
disappointed when he will not use them ; not knowing
that he is unable to " manifest" or use such supposed
"gifts," except at the will of the spirits in control of him. t
~\lso that when the deceived believer discovers such
manifestations to be the fruit of possession, and refuses
:my longer to be the slave of the lying spirits of Satan,
such " gifts" cease to exist. This is the time when the
undeceived man is p ersecuted by the revengeful spirits of
uvil, through their suggestions to others that he has
"lost his power," or "retrograded " in his spiritual life,
when in truth he is being liberated from the effects of
their wicked and fiendish workings.
The following examples show how the deceiving spirits
may substitute themselves, and their own
Eoil spirits
working in the believer's life, through his
substitute for
•
t·10ns o f spin
· ·t ua l t ru th .
Goel.
m1sconcep
1. SUBSTITUTION IN SPEAKING.
Text:
"It is not ye that speak .. . " (Matt. x. 20),t Believers
• See Chapter VI. on a spurious personality. t See Chapter VI. on the
believer a slave to superno.tnral power, also page 142. t bee page 67.
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think that this means Divine substitution for their
speaking. That God will speak through them. The
man says, "I must not speak, God is to do so," an~ he
"surrenders" his mouth to God to be His mouthprnce,
bringing about passivity of the lips and vocal organs,
which are abandoned for useage to the supernatural
power which he thinks is God.
Result: (a) The man himself does not speak; (b) God
does not speak, because He makes no man an automaton;
(c) evil spirits speak, as the condition o~ passivity ~s
fulfilled for their doing so. 'rhe outcome 1s the substitution of evil spirits in possession and control of the
believer, particuhLrly in the form of su~ernatu~al
" messages "* which increasingly demand his .pas_s1~e
obedience, and in due time bring a.bout a medrnm1st1c
condition wholly unforeseen by him.
2. SuBSTI'rUTION IN MEil'IOnY. Text: "Shall b1·ing all
things to yoitr remembrance" (John xiv. 26). Believers
think this means that they need not use the memory. t
God will bring all things to their mind. Result: (a) the
man himself does not use his memory; and (b) God does
not use it, because He will not do so apart fro~ the
believer's co-action; (c) evil spirits use it, and substitute
their workings in the place of the believer's volitional
use of his memory.
3. SUBSTITUTION OF CONSCIENCE. Text: "Shall hear
a worcl behind thee saying, this is the way .. " (Isa. xxx.
21). Believe~·s l~ok upon super_natural guidan~e in
voice or text d1rectmg them, as a higher form of guidance+
than through conscience. The man then thinks that he
does not need to reason or think, but simply "obey."
He follows this, so-called, "higher gu idance," which he
substitutes for his conscience. Result: (a) he does not
use his conscience; (b) God does not speak to him for
automatic obedience; (c) evil spirits take the opportunity,
and supernatural voices are sitb~tituted for _the_ action ~f
the conscience. The outcome 1s the subst1tut1on of evil
spirit guidance in his life.

!

• Pages 119, 120 ; also 136-140.

t Page 66.

l See page 78,

/
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F1·om this time the man is not influenced by what he
feels or sees, or by what others say, and he closes himself
to all questions, and will not reason. This substitution of
supernatural guidance for the action of the conscience *
explains the deterioration of the moral standard in
persons with supernatural experiences, because they have
really s1tbstituted the direction of evil spirits for their
conscience. They are quite unconscious that their moral
standard is lowered, but their conscience has become
seared by deliberately ceasing to heed its voice; and by
listening to the voices of the teaching spirits, in matters
which should be decided by the conscience in respect to
their being right or wrong, good or evil.
4. SUBSTITUTION IN DECISION. t Text: "It is God that
worketh in you to will . . . " The believer thinks this
to mean that he is not to use his own will, for God is to
will through him. Result: (a) the man himself does not
exercise his will; (b) God does not either, or he would
cease to be a free agent; (c) evil spirits seize upon the
passive will, and either hold it in a paralyzed condition
of inability to act, or else make it domineering and strong.
The apparent "Divine substitution " of God's will in
the place of the man's will, turns out to be a Satanic
substitution, and thus the emissaries of Satan gain a hold
of the very centre of the life; eventually making the
believer a victim to indecision and weakness in will-action,
or else energizing the will to a force of mastery, even over
others, which is fraught with disastrous results.
In like manner, evil spirits will not only endeavour to
substitute their own workings in a man's
E.,i/ spirits
life in the place of God on the ground of
substitut•
·
' t·10n of th e true
,elf. for th e bel'iever ,s m1sconcep
way of co-acting with God; but th ey will
also seek to substitute their workings for all th e mental
faculties of the man, i.e., the mind, the reason, the
memory, the imagination, the judgment. This is a,
counterfeit of self through substitution. The person
.hiuks it is himself all the time.t
• s~ ~ o.lso p age 20. t Pa.ge• 74, 15, 136. l Soe page 146.

This substitution by evil spirits of themselves on the
ground of the passive surrender to non-use of any part
of the inner, or outer, life of the believer, is the basis of
deep deception and possession among the most
" surrendered " children of God; the deception and
possession ta.king an entirely spiritual form at first,
such as the man having an exaggerated sense of his
importance in the Church, his "world-wide ministry,"
his lofty position of influence arising out of his "divine
commission, " his abnormal height of spirituality, and
definite and almost unprecedent ed "experience ," which
makes him feel he has been placed far above other men.
But a tremendous and inevitable fall awaits such an one.
H e ascends his pinnacle, pushed by the enemy, without
any power whatsoever to control the inevitable descent,
which must follow when he is undeceived, a crash being
the result, shaking the things that can be shaken. Then
he experiences awful darkness, and the effects of possession in its true results.
The effect of demon
possession in its full est climax is darkness ; nothing but
darkness ; darkness within, darkness with out; intense
darkness ; darkness over the past ; darkness enveloping
the future. Darkness surrounding God and all His ways.
Here many sink under the horror that they have
committed the "unpardonab le sin." Some, however,
discover that their bitter experience may be turned into
light for the Church in its fight with sin and Satan,
and as those who have been in the camp of the enemy
and heard all his secrets, they become a terror to the
forces of evil on their emergence to liberty, with the
result th at they are assailed with intensified malignity
on account of their knowledge of the foe.
The diagram in Ch apter VIII. on "The Way of
Descent, and fighting back to Norm al" shows the path
downward, after the believer accepts the counterfeit
presence, and the sinking <lown into the effect .. of possession, in mind, memory, and other faculties of the
body, with the slow and painfully varying pa.th up a.gain
to the normal condition.
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CH APT ER VI.
Counterfeits of the Divine.
The meaning of the word counter feit-the believer's mistaken
location
of God, t_h~ oppor_tunity for counterf~it "Presen ce" of
God -the Baptism
of the Spmt, the time of danger- subiccti ve apprehension
of God indwelling,
open to danger -the true location of God-th e true
knowledge of the
presence of God-tb e way evil spirits counterfeit
the presenc e-the
counterfeit presence in the sense-r ealm-is generally
manifest ed as Love
-the sug_gestioos made ~y deceiving spirits- diagram
showing the road
of _exper~ence-:-counterfe1I~ of Father, Son and
Holy Spirit-s ense
mamfestations m the bodily frame-r esults in the
believe r-cou,,terfeits
of th". divi!'e life and sensations in the body-se
nses fully aroused
-ma01fe sta~10ns appar~ntly nat~ral- chan¥e of tactics
by the spirits when
they ha:,e ga111edpossess1on-temblc accusations and persecu
tions-compulsory
con~ess1ons of sm-agr eeable scnsa!1ons followed by
repugnant feeling smalignant attacks upon the body m apparent or real
disease- counter feit
guidance- Christ as a pattern of guidanc e-true guidanc
e known with the
Baptis'.11 of the Spir(t- how the evil spirits watch to insert
their worl,in gsthe believer unconscious of the change- feelings governin
g more than the will
-listeni ng to voices supernaturally given-t he counterf
eit voice of Godangels not sent as messeng ers-how to detect the source
of supernatural voices
-evil spirits counterfeit the inner speaking of the man
himselfbe deceived. by t~xls-h ow lo discern the source of texts supcmatbelievers can
urall y given
-counte rfeit guidance adapted to the believer's idiosync
rasies- the dir,ction
and control of evil spirits when possession very advanc
ed-the victim afraid
to act without "perm ission " - now pushed lo all extreme
s of absurd actions
-fin~lly unable to act from his own ~ill-:-counterfeit of
man's own personality
lo himself and others-c ountcrfe 1t sm-counterfcit
sclf-con demnati oncounterfeit of Satan himself- counterfeit visions- how
Satanic -dream s and how to distinguish their source. to detect Diviuc from

N seekin g to obtain full contro l of the believer, the
first_ great effort of evil spirits is direct ed towar d
gettrn g the man to accep t their suggestions, and
workings, as the speaking, working, or leadin g of God.
Their initial device is to counte rfeit a " Divin e Presen
ce "
under cover of which they can mislea d their victim
~s
they will. The word COUNT ERFEIT MEANI NG THE SUB·
/

STITUT ION OF THE FALSE FOR THE TRUE.

The condit ion on the part of the believer, which gives
the deceiving spirits their oppor tunity , a.nd the basis
of
this count erfeit, is the mistak en locatio n of God; either
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(1) in them {cons ciousl y); (2) or aroun d them (consciously). When they pray they think of, or pray
to
God in thems elves, or else to God aroun d them, in
the
room, or atmos phere. They use their imagin ation,
and
try to " realiz e" His presen ce, and they desire to " feel
"
His presen ce in them, or upon them.~'
This locating of God, in, or aroun d the believ er, usuall
y
comes about at the time of the Baptis m
The location of of the Holy Ghost ; for up to that
time of
?d
crisis in his life, he lived more by the
b3 bG
e11ellers.
accep tance of facts declar ed in the Scriptures, as under stood by his intelli gence ; but with
the
Bapti sm of the Spirit he becomes more conscious of
the
presen ce of God by the Spirit, t and in the spirit, and
so
begins to locate the P erson o1 God as in, aroun d, or upon
him. Then he turns inwar d, and begins to pray to
God
as within him, which in time, really result s in praye
r to
evil spirits ,t if they succee d in gainin g admit tance under
counte rfeit.
The logica l sequen ce of praye r to God as locate
d
within , can be presse d to absurd ity, i.e., if the soul prays
to God in himself, why not pray to God in anoth
er
elsew here? The limita tion of God as a Perso n within
,
and all the possible dange rs arising from this misco
nceptio n of truth is obvious.
Some believers so live inwar dly in comm union, worsh
ip
a.nd vision, as to become spiritu ally introv erted,
and
cramp ed and narrow ed in their outloo k; with the result
that their spiritu al capaci ty and menta l power s becom
e
dwarf ed and power less.§ Other s become victims
to
the " inner voice," and the introv erted attitud e
of
listeni ng to it, which is the ultima te result of the locatio
n
of God as a Perso n within , so that eventu ally the mind
becom es fixed in the introv erted condition with
no
out-go ing action at all. II
In fact, all turnin g inwar ds to a subjec tive location of
God as indwelling, speaki ng, comm uning , and guidin
g,
• Page 113. t See pages 50, 52, I Pages 97, 131.
I See Append ix.
n See the "Planch 11\,e" uso of the man by evil
spirits, page 143.
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in a MATE RIALISTIC, or CONSCIOUS SENSE, is open to
gravest danger; for upon this thought and belief
sedulously cultivated by the powers of darkness 1 the most
serious deceptions, and final outworkings of deceiving
spirits have taken place.
Upon this principle of the mistaken location of God·
used by evil spirits as the ground work for manifestation~
to support and deepen this belief; has come about the
delusions of believers during past ages,
The ulti'."ate and of recent years, who assert themselves
result of mistaken t
b "Ch , ,, O
location
e
rist.
n the same principle
of God.
will come about the great deceptions at the
end of the age, foretold by the Lord in
Matthew xxi v. 24, of the "false Christs" and false
prophets; and the "I am the Christ" of the leaders of
groups of side-tracked believers; and the thousand others
who have _been sent to asylums, although they are not
monomamacs at all. The devil's richest harvest is from
the effects ?f his counterfeits ; and unwittingly, many
sober and faithful teachers of "holiness" have aided him
i~ his deceptions, thr.:mgh the using of language which
gives a materialistic idea of spiritual things, and which is
eagerly laid hold of by the natural mind.
Those who locate God personally, and wholly in them~el~e_s, n;,ake themselves, by their assertions, practically,
d1vme_ persons. God is not wholly in any man. * He
dwells 1~ those who receive Him, by His own Spirit
commumcated to them. " God is Spirit," and mind or
bod! cannot hold communion with spirit, Sensuous
feelmgs, or "conscious" physical enjoyment+ of some
supposed spiritual presence is not true communion of
spirit with Spirit, such as the Father seeks from those
who worship Him (John iv. 24).
God is in heaven. Christ the Glorified Man is in
heaven .. The location of the God we worship is of
supreme importance. If we think of our God as in us, and
around ~s'. for our worship, and for our "enjoyment" (?)
we unw1ttmgly open the door to the evil spirits in the

atmosphere which surrounds us; instead of our
penetrating in spirit through the lower heavens (see
Heb. iv. 14; ix. 24; x. 19, 20) to the throne of God,
which is in the highest heaven, "above principality and
power, and every name that is named, not only in this
world, but in that which is to come" (Eph. i. 21, A.v.).
The Word of God is very clear on this point, and we
need only ponder such passages as Heb. i. 3 ; ii. 9 ;
iv. 14-16; ix. 24; and many others, to see it.
The true
The God we worship, the Christ we love,
location
is in heaven; and it is as we approach Him
of God.
there, and by faith apprehend our union
with Him in spirit there, we, too, are raised with Him
and seated with Him, above the plane of the lower
heavens where the powers of darkness reign, and seated
with Him, see them under His feet (Eph. i. 20-23; ii. 6).
The Lord's words recorded in the gospel of John,
chapters xiv., xv. and xvi., give the truth very clearly
concerning His indwelling in the believer. The "in Me"
of being with Him, and in Him, in His heavenly position
(John xiv. 20), being the fact for the believer's faith, and
apprehension; and the "I in you "- spoken to the
company of disciples, and hence to the Body of Christ as
a whole-following as a result in the individual life of
the believer. The union with the Person in the glory,
resulting in the inflow and outflow of His Spirit and life,
through the believer on earth (see Phil. i. 19). In other
words, the "subjective·' is the RESULT OF THE "OBJECTIVE." The "object" of Christ in heaven, being the
BASIS OF FAITH for the subj ective inflow of His life and
power, by the Holy Spirit of God.
The Lord said" If ye abide in Me (i.e., in the glory),
and My words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye
will . . . " (John xv. 7). Christ abides in us by His
Spirit, and through His words, but He
Christ as
Himself, as a P erson, is in heaven, and
a Person in
it is only as we abide in Him there, that
hea1'en.
His Spirit, and His life, through His Word,
can be manifested in us here.

°.

• Bee pa ge 104.

t Page ll3.
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"Abiding" means an attitude of trust, and dependence
on a Person in heaven; but if the attitude is changed
into a trust and dependence upon a Christ within, it is
really a resting upon an inward experience, and a turning
FROM THE CHRIST IN HEAVEN, which actually blocks the
avenue for the inflow of His life, and disassociates the
believer from co-operation with Him by the Spirit.
Any manifestation therefore of a " presence" within,
cannot be a true " manifestation" from God, IF IT

is at once receiveJ as "Divine guidance," given in the
"Divine presence," and hence beyond question ~s _from
Gcid. If accepted as from God, when from the spirits of
evil, the first ground is gained.
The insertion of suggestions* by the deceiving enemy
at such a time, may be depicted by the following simple
diagram:-

UNCEN'l'RES

THE

BELIEVER

FROM

HIS RIGHT ATTl'fUDE

toward the Christ in heaven.
There is a true knowledge of the presence of God, but
it is .IN THE SPIRIT, when joined to Him Who is within
) tbe ;;il;a knowledge of spiritual union and fellowship
with Him which lifts the believer, so to speak, out of
1 himself to abide with Christ in God.
The counterfeit " presence " of God:!< is nearly always
manifested as love, t to which the believer opens himself
without hesitation, and finds it fill and satiate his innermost being, but the deceived one does not know that he
has opened himself to evil spirits in the deepest need of
his inner life.
How the powers of darkness counterfeit the presence
of God to those ignorant of his devices
Counterfeit
may be somewhat as follows. At some
Presence of
moment when the believer is yearning for
God.
the SENSE of God's presence, either alone,
or in a meeting, and certain conditions are fulfilled,t the
subtle foe approaches, and wrapping the SENSES round
with a soothing, lulling feeling-sometimes filling the
room with light, or causing what is apparently a "breath
from God" by a movement of the air-either whispers
"This is the presence you have longed for," or leads the
believer to infer that it is what he has desired.
Then, off his guard, and lulled into security that Satan
is far away, some thoughts are suggested to the mind,
accompanied by manifestations which appear to be
Divine; a sweet voice speaks, or a vision is given, which
• Page 106.

t Page 109.

t Bee Chapter IV. on passivity.

Divine

I
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Satanic 1ugge1tion inserted

See Eden: .. Ye shall be as gods.""

The man is now so sure that God has bidden him do
this or that. He is filled with the thought that he has
been highly favoured of God, and chosen for some high
place in His Kingdom. The deeply hidden self-love is
fed and strengthened by this, and he is able to endure
all things by the power of this secret strength. He has
been spoken to by God I He has been ~in?led out f~r
special favour I His support is now within upon his
experience, rather than upon God Himself, and the
written Word. Through this secret confidence that God
has specially spoken to him, the man becomes unteachable and unyielding, with a positiveness trending on
infallibility. t He cannot listen to others now, for they
have not had this "direct" revelation from God. He is
in direct, special, personal communion with God, and to
question any "direction " given to him, beco°:1es ~he
height of sin. Obey he must, even though the ihrect10n
given is contrary to all enlightened j_u~gment, and the
action commanded opposed to tho spmt of the Word of
God. In brief, when the man at this stage believes he
has a " command" from God, he will no\ use his reason,
because he thinks it would be "carnal" to do so;
"common-sense" is lack of faith, aIJd therefore sin; and
"conscience "t for the time being, has ceased to sp~ak.
• Pages 111, 132.

t Pages 77, 103, 122.

! Pe.gee 18, l!J2.
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Some of the suggestions made to the believer by
deceiving spirits at this time, may be: (1) '· You are a
special instr-ument for God," working to feed self-love;
(2) " You are more advanced than others " working to
blind the soul to sober knowledge of itself; (3) " You
are different from others," working to make him think he
needs special dealing by God; (4) " Yoit must take a
.separate path,·• a suggestion made to feed the independent
spirit; (5) " You must give up your occupation, and live
1.Jy faith," aiming at causing the believer to launch out
on false guidance, which may result in the ruin of his
liome, and sometimes the work for God in which he is
engaged.
•
All these suggestions are made to give the man a false
<JOnception of his spiritual state; for he is made to believe
he is more advanced than he actually is, so that he
may act beyond his measure of faith and knowledge
(Rom. xii. 3), and consequently be more open to the
deceptions of the beguiling foe.
The road of experience may be described as in the
following diagram : I

8

\

C. \\ Pt'ofession-where believer, think they are.

.f - ,
::!

J

Duty - where they ouaht to be.

Three Stage,.
C. Professed stage.
B. Duty stare.
A. Actual stage.

Actual-where they actually are,

~ml-:-

spirits are always keen to push the believer
beyond his true spiritual stage, and hide from him his real con<lition. As long as a man believes he is at C, when he is actually
at stage A, he will not press on from A to B, because he thinks he
bas advanced beyond it.

Upon the basis of the supposed revelation of God,
and the special manifestation of His presence, and the
consequent full possession of the believer by Him, the
lying spirits afterwards build their counterfeits.
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Counterfeits of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, are recognizable by the manifestaThe counterfeit tions being given to the senses;* i.e., in the
• • presence ''
physical realm; for the true indwelling of
is sensuous.
God is in the shrine of the spirit alone ;
:and the soul vessel, or personality of the believer, is
purely a vehicle for the expression of Christ, Who is
enthroned within by His Spirit; whilst the body,
-quickened by the same Spirit, is governed by God from
the central depths of the human spirit, through the selfcontrol of the man ;t acting by his renewed will.
The counterfeit presimce of God is given by deceiving
spirits working upon the physical frame, or within the
bodily frame, upon the senses. We have seen the
!beginning of this, and how the first ground is gained. t
It is deepened by these sense-manifestations being
repeated, so gently, that the man goes on yielding
to them, thinking this is truly "communion with God "
- for believers too often look upon " communion with
God" as a thing of sense, and not of spiritand here he commences praying§ to evil spirits under the
belief that he is praying to God. The self-control is not
yet lost, but as the believer responds to, or gives himself
up to these " conscious " manifestations, he does not
know that his WILL-POWER IS BEING SLOWLY UNDERMINED.II
At last through these subtle, delicious experi ,ences, the faith is established that God Himself is
•CONSCIOUSLY IN POSSESSION OF THE BODY, quickening it
with felt thrills of life, or filling it with warmth and heat,
-or even with "agonies " which seem like fellowship with
the sufferings of Christ, 'l'i and travail for souls, or the
-experiencA of death with Christ in the consciousness of
nails being driven nto the bodily frame, etc. From this
point the lying spirits can work as they will, and there is
no limit as to what they may do to a believer deceived
'to this extent.
• Page 113.
t See more fully Chapter IX.
t See pnge 128.
§ Page 97,
II Pages 74, 75, on Passivity of the will.
,r See pages 88, 89, on misconceptions about suffering.
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Counterfeit manifestations of the Divine life in various
ways now follow quickly; movements in
C.ounterfeit
the body, pleasant thrills, touches, a glow
ma.nifest atw~s of as of fire in different parts of the body ·
D,ome workings
'
in the body.
or sensations of cold, or sha.kings and
tremblings; all accepted by the believer as
from God, but showing what a full entry the deceiving
spirit has obtained to the bodily frame; for there is a distinction between the manifestations of evil spirits" with"*
and " in " the body and mind of the believer; although
when they are really inside, they can also make it appear
as if they were outside, both in influence and action.
When evil spirits are really outside, and desirous of
entry, they work by sudden suggestion, which is not,
the ordinary working of the mind, but suggestions which
come from without; "flashes of memory," again not the
ordinary working of the memory, but coming from
without; touches and twitches of the nerves; feelings of
draught and sensations of wind blowing upon the
circumference, * etc.
When the evil spirits are inside, the whole frame is.
affected, at times with the pleasant sensations referred to,,
but at others with pains in the head and
Effects of
body which have no physical cause, or else
evil spirit
so
working with the "natural" that the
entry to the
bodily /rame. supern atural cann ot easily be distin guished
from it; such as accelerating the heartbeat so as to appear palpitation , and in other ways
working with th e physical causes, so that part h as natural
ground, and part is from the accentuating force of evil.
Depression then ensues in proportion to the previous
exhilaration; exhaustion and fatigue in reaction from
the demand upon the nervous system in the hours of
ecstasy; or else a sense of drainage of strength without
any visible cause; grief and joy, heat and cold, laughter
and tears, all succeed each other in rapid changes, and
varied degrees-in brief, the emotional sensibilities seem
to have full pla.y.

The " senses " are aroused, and are in full mastery of
the person, apart from the man's volition; or they may
be apparently under control, so that the evil spirit's
presence may be hidden from the knowledge of the
believer, his workings being carefully measured to suit
the victim he has studied so well; for he knows he must
not go a shade too far, lest he awakens suspicion of the
cause of the abnormal movements of the emotions, and
of the sensitive parts of the bodily frame.
It can easily be seen that in time the health of the
deceived one must be affected by this play upon mind
arnd body; hence the " breakdown" that so often follows
experiences of an abnormal kind, or else a snapping of
the tension, by a sudden stoppage of all conscious feelings,
and the apparent withdrawal of the" conscious presence
of Goa,:,;" followed by an entire change of tactics by the
deceiving spirits in the body, who may now turn upon
their victim with terrible accusations+ ; and charges of
having committed the" unpardonable sin," producing as
acute anguish and real suffering, as he once experienced
of th e bliss of heaven.
Here the evil spirits may push the man to "confessions"
of all kinds, however public and painful,
••Compul~ory.. which he hopes may result in regaining
con/esswns
th e "experience
.
,, apparent ly lost; but all
of sin.
in vain. These confessions instigated by
deceiving spirits may be recognized by their compulsory character. The man is forced to " confess"
sin, and ofttimes sins which have no existence, but in
the accusations of the enemy. As it does not dawn upon
him that evil spirits will push a man to do what looks
like the most meritorious thing, and which the Scriptures
declare is the one condition for obtaining forgiveness, he
yields to the drive upon him, simply to get relief. Herein
lies the danger of widespread "confessions of sin " during
times of Revival, when almost a " wave " of " confession"
passes over a community, and the depths of sinful lives
a.re exposed to the gaze of others ; through this enabling

1.32

• Seo disiinciion between obaession a.nd possession pages 109·111.

• Pages 83, ll3.

t See Chapter XL on Satan as an Accuser.
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the lying spirits to disseminate the very poison of the pit
into the atmosphere, and into the minds of the listeners.
True confession of sin should come from deep
conviction* and not compulsion , and should,
True co~fession be made only to God,if the sin is one only
of sm.
known by God; to man personally, and
in private, when the sin is against man ; and to the
public only when the sin is against the public.
" Confession " should never be made under the
impulse of any compulsory emotion, but should be the
deliberate act of the volition ; choosing the right, and the
putting things right, according to the will of God.
That Satan's kingdom gains by public "confessions"
is evident by the devices of the enemy used to push men
into them. Evil spirits drive a man into sin, and then
compel that man to publicly confess the sin which they
forced him to commit- contrary to his true character in order to make the sin which they forced him into, a.
stigma upon him for the remainder of his life.
Ofttimes the " sins" confessed have their rise in the
believer, from the insertion by wicked spirits, of feelings
as CONSCIOUSLY abhorrent and loathsome, as were the
former '' conscious '' feelings of heavenly purity and love;
when the man who experienced them, declared that he
knew of no "sin to confess to God," or "no rising of an
evil impulse " whatever; leadin g him to believe in the
complete elimin ation of all sin from his being.
In short, the counterfeit manifestations of the Divine
presence in the body, in agreeable and heavenly feelings,
can be followed by coun terfeit feelings of sinful things, t
wholly repugnant to the volition and central purity of the
believer-who is as faithful to God now in his hatred to
sin, as in the days when he revelled in the sense of
purity given consciously to his bodily frame.
The deceiving spirit in possession of the body, may
now reveal his malignity in attacks of apparent disease,
or acute pain without physical ca.use, coun\erfeiting or
• See t r u e conviction of sin in Chapter X.

producing (1) consumption, (2) fever, (3) nerve breakdown, and other illnesses, under which the life* of the
victim may be lost, unless the workings of the
" murderers " acting under Satan are discerned, and
dealt with by prayer again st them, as well as the bodily
frame cared for in the natural way.
Counterfeit guidance is one of the fruits of the
p0ssession of the body which the deceiver
obtains through guile. Many believers
Cou_nterfeit
gu,dance.
think the "gui·a ance " or ' , leadi ng "
of God, to be only by a voice saying "Do this ," or "Do
that; " or by a compulsory movement or impulse, apart
from the action or volition of the man. Th ey point to
the expression used about th e Lord, "the Spirit driveth
Him into the wilderness"; but this was abnorm al in the
life of Ghrist, for the statement implies intense spirit
conflict wherein the Holy Spirit departed from Bis
ordinary gnid ttn ce. We have a glimpse into a similar
intense movemen t in the Spirit of the Lord Jesus,
in John xi. 38, wh en "groaning with indignation
in His spirit " He moved to the grave of Lazarus. In
both insta nces H e was moving forward to direct conflict
with Satan- in the case of Lazarus, with Satan as the
prince of death. The Gethsemane agony was of \he
same character.
But normally the Lord was guided, or led, in simple
fellow ship with the F ather; deciding, acting, reasoning,
thinking, as One who knew the will of God, and intelligently-speaking reverently- carried it out. ~he "voic_e"
from heaven was n.1,re, and, as the Lord Himself said,
was for the sake of others, and not for Himself. He
knew the F a ther 's will, and with every facul ty of His
being as Man , He did it. (See John xii. 30, v. 30, vi. 38.)
As Christ was a pattern or example for His followers,
guidance or " leading " in its perfect and true form is
shown in His life, and believers can only expect the
co-working of the Holy Spirit when they walk after the
pattern of their Example . Out of line with the Pattern

t See how to de e.I with these " feelings," in Cbe.pt er X.

* Chapte r X. on overcoming Sato.n a.s ~hn-cl~,·pr
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they cease to have the working of the Holy Spirit, and
become open to the deceptive counterfeit workings of
evil spirits.
If the believer ceases to use mind, reason, will, and all
his other faculties as a person, and depends upon voices,
and impulses for guidance* in every detail of life, he will
be "led" or guided by evil spirits, feigning to be God.
At first, after the Baptism of the Spirit, the
believer knows to a great extent the true guidance
of the Spirit of God.
He knows true inward
constraint to act, and restraint from action in like
manner; such as when to speak to another a bout his
soul, when to rise and testify in a meeting, etc., but
after a time he ceases to watch for this pure inward
moving of the Spirit; often through ignorance of how to
read the monitions of his spirit; and begins to wait for
some other incentive or manifestation to guide him in
action. This is the time for which the deceiving spirits
have been watching. Because at this point the believer has
ceased, unknown to himself, to co-operate with the
inward spirit action ; to use his volition, and to decide for
himself, t he is now watching for some other supernatural indication of the way to go, or the course to take.
Hence he must have "guidance " somehow, some" text,"
some "indication," some " providential circum stance,"
etc., etc. This is the moment of oppor tunity for
a deceiving spirit to gain his faith and confidence : and so
some word or words are whispered softly, that
a.re exactly in accordance with the inward drawing that
he has had, but which he has not
~?.unterf~~t
recognized as from another source than
inward
th H 1 S . .
tlrawings.
e
o Y pmt, Who acted by the deep

. .
spiriq

inner constraining and restraining of the

The soft whisper of the deceiving spirit is so
delicate and gentle, that the believer listens to,
and receives the words without question, and begins to
obey this soft whisper, yielding more and more to it,
t See pages 74, T5, 1!19.
l See Chapter IX. on Guidance.

• See pages 100,122, 141-144.
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without any thought of exercising mind, judgment,
reason, or volition.
The "feelings" are now in the body, but the believer
is unconscious that he is ceasing to act from his spirit,
and by the pure unfettered action of his will and his
mind, which, under the illumination of the Spirit, is
always in accord with the spirit. This is a time of
great danger if the believer fails to discriminate the
source of his "drawing" feelings, and yields to them
before finding out their source. He should examine his
basic principle of decision, especially when it has to do
with feeling, lest he should be led away by any feeling
without being able to say where it comes from, or whether
it is safe for him to go by it. He should know there are
physical feelings, soulish feelings, and feelings in the
spirit, either of which can be Divine or Satanic in their
source, therefore reliance on "feelings"-FEELING drawn,
etc.-is a source of great mischief in the Christian life.
From this point deceiving spirits can increase their
control, for the believer has begun the listening attitude, *
which can be developed acutely, until he is always
watching for an "inner voice," or a voice in the ear,
which is an exact counterfeit of the voice of God in the
spirit; and thus the believer moves, and acts as a passive
slave to "supernatural guidance."+
Evil spirits are able to counterfeit the voice of God,
because of the ignorance of believers that
Th! counterfeit they can do so and of the true principle
001ce of God.
'
of God's way of communication with His
children.
The Lord said : '' My sheep know My
voice .. " i.e., My way of speakin g to My sh eep. He did
not say this voice was an aitdible voice; nor a voice
giving directions which were to be obeyed apart from the
intelligence of the believer, but, on the contrary, the
word "know," indicates the use of the mind, for although
there is knowledge in the spirit, it must reach the
intelligence of the man, so that spirit and mind become
of one accord.
• Bee pages 125, 169, on listening to evil spirits.

t Po.gee 120, 149.
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The question whether God now speaks HY Hie; DIRECT
VOICE audibly to men, needs consideration at this point.
A careful study of the epistles of Paul-which contain
an exhaustive epitome of God's will for the Church, the
Body of Christ, as the books of Moses contained God's
will an<l laws for Israel-seems to make it clear that God,
h«ving " spoken to us in His Son," no longer speaks by
Bis own direct voice to Ilis people. Nor does it appear
that since the coming of the Holy Spirit to guide the
Church of Christ into all truth, does He frequently
employ angels to spettk, or to guide His children.
The angels are " sent forth to minister to the heirs of
salvation" (Heb. i. 14), but not to ta.ke
The minist r:9 the place of Christ or the Holy Spirit. The
of angels.
Apocalypse seems to show that this ministration of angels to the saints on etirth, is a ministration
of war in the spiritual realm, against the forces of Satan;*
but there is little indication given of ministry in any
other way. After the first Advent, when there was
great angelic activity over the wondrous event of the
Father bringing the " Firstbor::-." of the new race
(Rom. viii. 29) into the inhabited earth (Heb. i. 6, R.v.);
and again at the Advent of the Holy Spirit on the Day
of Pentecost to begin His work of forming a Body like
unto the Risen Head-and during th e early years of the
Church- the employment of angels in direct and visible
comnmnication with believers, seems to give way to the
work and ministry of the Holy Spirit.
The entire work of witnessing to Christ, and leading
the Church into all tru!;h, has been committed to the
Holy Spirit. Therefore all intervention of "angels," or
audible voices from the spiritual realm, purporting to be
from God, may be taken as counterfeits of Satan,
whose supreme object is to substitute the working
of his own wicked spirits in the place of God. In any
case, it is best and safest in these days of peril to keep
in the path of faith and reliance upon the Holy Spirit.
of God, working through the word of God.
• See Ubapter XL for fuller li ~Lt on this.
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In order to detect which is the "voice of God," and
which is the "voice of the devil," we need
to understand that the Holy Spirit alone is.
charged to communicate the will of God
to the believer, and that He works from
within the spirit of the man enlightening the understanding (Eph. i. 17-18), so as to bring him into
intelligent co-working with the mind of God.
The purpose of the Holy Spirit is, briefly, the entire
renewal of the redeem ed one, in spirit, soul and body,.
He therefore directs all His working to the liberation of
every faculty, and never in an~ way seeks to direct. a
man as a passive machine, even mto good. He works m
him to enable him to CHOOSE the good, and strengthens
him to act, but never-even for "good "-dulls him, or
renders him incapable of free action, otherwise He would
nullify the very purpose of Christ's redemption on
Calvary, and the purpose of His own coming.
When believers understand these principles, the "voice
of the devil" is recognizable, i.e., (1) when it comes
from outside the man, or within the sphere of his
circumference, and not from the central depth of his
spirit, where the Holy Spiri~ abides ; (2) _when_ it is
imperative and persistent, urgmg sudden action without
time to reason, or intelligently weigh the issues; (3)
when it is confusing and clamorous, so that the man is
hindered from thinking; for the Holy Spirit desires the
believer to be intelligent, as a responsible being with a.
choice, and will not confuse him so as to ma.ke him
incapable of coming to a decision.
The speR.king of evil spirits can also be a counterfeit of
the appR.rent inner speaking of the man himself, as if he
were himself " thinking," and yet with no concentrated
action of the mind; e.g., a persistent and ceaseless
" commentary" going on somewhere within, apart from
volition or mind action, commenting on the man's own
actions or the actions of others, such a.s " you are
wrong," "you are never right, " "God has cast you off,"
"you must not do that," etc., etc.
How to detect
the source
of a voice.
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The "voice of the devil" as an angel of light is more
difficult to detect, especial ly when it comes with wonderful strings of texts which makes it appear like the voice
of the Holy Spirit. Voices from without, either as from
God or angels, may be r ejected, yet the believer may be
deceived by "floods of texts " which he thinks are from
God. In this case the detectio n needs
How to detect more knowled ge, i.e.,
of ,!t::::-~::~er(1) Does the believer rely upon these
naturally spoken. "texts " apart from the use of his mind
or reason? This indicate s passivity .
(2) Are these texts a prop to him? (a) undermi ning
his reliance on God Himself ; {b) weakeni ng his power
of decision , and (right) self-relia nce.
(3) Do these texts influenc e him ? a.nd (a) make him
elated and puffed up as" specially guided by God," or
(b) crush and condem n him, and throw him into despair
and condem nation, instead of leading him to sober
dealing with God Himself , over the course of his life,
with a keen and increasi ng knowled ge of right and
wrong obtained from the written Word by the light of
the Holy Spirit?
If these, and other such like results, are the fruit of
the "texts" given, they may be rejected as from the
Deceive r, or at least an attitude of neutrali ty taken to
them, until further proof of their source is given.
The voice of the devil as distingu ishable from the
voice of God may also be known by its purpose and
outcome . Obvious ly if God speaks direct to .a man, that
man must be infallibl y correct in regard to the specific
matter in question . e.g. A believer may say he is "led"
to ask another to a meeting . The one asked must
accept, or else give the lie to the other's "leading ." If
the one who believed he was " led" still holds to that
position , he consider s the one who declined as deceived,
or else puts the matter aside without consider ation, not
realizing that failure in guidanc e means that he has
deceived himself, or else become deceived by decAiving
spirits.
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Deceivin g spirits carefully adapt their suggesti ons
and leadings to the idiosync rasies of the
How evil spirits believer , so that they do not get found
adapt their _ out ; i.e., no " leading " will be suggeste d
guida~;;tf;_their contrary to any strong truth of God firmly
rooted in the mind, or contrary to any
special bias of the mind. If the mind has a '.' prac~ica l"
bent, no visibly foolish " leading " will be given ; ~f the
Scriptur es are well-kno wn, nothing contrary to Scnpt~r e
will be said · if the believer feels strongly on any pomt,
the " leadin~s " will be harmoni zed to suit that ~oint ;
and, whereve r possible , will be so adapted to previous ly
true guidanc e from God, as to appear to be ~he·
continua nce of that same guidanc e, as the followmg
diagram shows : -

II.

I.
A. God'• Will • • •

Here we see clearly the way of the enemy's workin~ .
The soul begins in God's will, but the purpose ~f th~ evil
spirit is to draw it off into the carrying out of _his ':'111 by
counterf eiting the guidanc e of God. Satanic gmda~c e
alters the points of the life, and misdirec ts the energies
of the man, and lessens his service value. To frustrate
this artifice of the enemy, the believer should know that
there are two distinct attitude s for guidanc e, which ha_ve
serious results if their difference is not understo od, i.~.
(1) Trusting God to guide, and (2) trust that God is
guiding.
.
The first means reliance upon God Himself , and the·
second is an assurnption of being guided which can be taken
advanta ge of by deceivin g spirits. In the first, God
does guide in response to definite trust in Him, ~nd He
guides through the spirit of the man who contmue s to
co-opera te with His Spirit ; leaving every faculty free to
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act, and the will to choose intelligently the right step in
the path before him.
In the second, when evil spirits take advantage of an
assumption that God "is guiding," independently of
momentarily watchful co-operation with the Holy Spirit,
a slight cmnpulsion may be noticed, slowly increasing in
force, until presently the believer says" I was compelled•·
to do so-and-so, and "I was afraid to resist,"-the
compulsion being taken as an evidence of the guidin,:;
of God, instead of recognized as contrary to God's
principle of dealing with His children.
If yielded to, and believed to be of God, the result is
that tbe believer becomes a slave to a
The deceit•ed supernatural power':' which destroys all
believer a slave
. .
.
to evil spirits. freedom of voht10n and Judgment.
He
begin s to be afraid to act him self, lest he
-should not fulfil, what he Lelieves to be, a minute
obedience to the" will of God." Be asks" permission" t
to do the most obviously simple duties of life, and fears to
take a step without "permission." As soon as the deceiving
-spirits have obtained perfect control, and the believer is so
passively automatic that he is incapable of realizing his
condition, they do not need to work so much under
-cover. They in sidiously commence to direct him to do
the most absurd or foolish things, carefully working
inside the range of bis passive obedience to their will, so
-as to avoid the danger of awakening his reasoning powers.
As a matter of "obedience," and not from any true
<ionviction, or true principle, he is bidden to let his hair
grow long, so as to be like Samson, a Nazarite; to go
without his cap, to prove his willingness to obey in the
,gm all est matters ; he must wear faded clothes as a "test "
of "no pride," or as a "crucifixion of self," or as a mark
of" implicit obedience to God."
These things may seem trifles to others, who use their
reasoning powers, but they have great issues in the
purpose of the deceiving spirits, who, by these directions,
.aim at making the believer a passive, unthinking, or

unreasoning MEDIUM, pliable to their will; in obedience
to which-even in these trivial matters-their hold
de(:pens upon him.
When these foolish and absurd actions are publicly
visible, the lying spirits know that they have destroyed
the testimony of the deceived man in the eyes of sober
people; but there are vast numbers of devoted believers,
known to the Church at large, who are not pushed to
such " extremes " of exterior action ; but who are equally
misled, or in bondage to " supernatural " commands
concerning matters of food, dress, manner, etc., which
they think they have received from God. The spirit of
judgment of others, and the secret self-esteem for their
"consecration to God " which accompanies their
« obedience," betrays the subtle workings of the enemy.
As long as the believer thinks it is God who is
directing him, so long the deceiving spirits are safe from
exposure, and they can lead him on into more and more
deception. When the man reaches a. very high degree
of Satanic deception, and possession, he finds himself
UNABLE TO ACT unless the spirits in control allow him, so
that he no longer even asks for "permission" to do this
or that. In some cases they even establish
The "'planchette" communication with him from within his
us/~ of thbe
own bodily frame. If he desires to know
be zever y
evil spirits.
whether he shall go here or there, he turns
inward for guidance to the inner voicesupposed to be the" voice of God "-the answer" Yes,"
being by a movement of his head, '' caused by the spirit in
possession, or '' No '' by no action at all ; evil spirits
ma.king use of the body of the man in the same way as
they reply to those who consult them through a
"pla.nohette" in other oases;* showing their complete
control over the nerves of the body and the whole being
of the victim, who now believes that every supernatural
movement in his body has signification since it may be
originated by " God " in possession.

• P11,ge 100.

t Pages 120, 142, HS.

• Jo one cRse the drawing of the feet up and down gave the

desired intimation . See Appendix .
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The possession by deceiving spirits at this sta.ge
is so great, that no arguments, reasonings, or outward
considerations of any kind, influence the actions of the
believer thus deceived; or turn him from obeying the
"guidance," or "permission" of the inner voice, which
he fully believes is of God. In truth should he endeavour
to go against it in the smallest matter, the condemnation
and suffering are so great, thitt he becomes terrified at
:1ny "disobedience," and would rather be condemned
and misjudged by the whole world than go against it.
His great horror is "disobeying the Holy Ghost," and
the evil spirits deceiving him take every occasion to
deepen this fear, so as to retain their hold upon him.
As the believet,thus minutely obeys the spirit in control, he relies m~ e and more upon supernatural help,
for the moment he does something apart from it he is
accusetl- app:1rently by the" Holy Spirit" -of" working
apart from God."
It is at this stage that all the faculties fall into deepening passivity, as the man lets go entirely to the voice of
guidance, and into a reli:1nce upon the divine (?) speakings, which keep the brain in complete inaction.
Here also counterfeit manifestations in " miraculous
gifts," prophecy, tongues, healings, visions, and supernatural experiences of every kind possible to the Satanic
powers, may be given to the believer, with abundant
'' texts" and "proofs '' to confirm their " Divine origin."
He experiences a lightness of the body which makes it
appear as if he were carried by invisible hands ; he is
lifted off his bed in what spiritists know as "levitation";*
he can sing and speak, and do what he has never been
capable of doing before. Constant contact with spirit forces
gives the man a "mystical" look, but all lines of strength,
which come from strenuous conflict and self-mastery, go
out of the face, t for the sense-life is being fed and
indulged in a spiritual way as much as by fleshly habits,
yet these, such as smoking, etc., have for a time no
power.
• See Appendix.

t Pago 166.
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But counterfeits of God and Divine things are not the
only "counterfeits" the angel of light
The cou"!erfeit has at his command.
Th ere are also
persona/ion of
,
others.
counterfeits of the "human" and human
things; such as the personation of others,
and even of the believer himself. Others appear to be
different from what they really are, jealous or angry, critical
or unkind. "Self" is represented in another, in enlarged
form, where there is really the very opposite manifestation of selflessness and love. Wrong motives appear
to govern others where none exist; simple actions are
coloured, and words made to mean and suggest what is
not in the minds of the speakers; and sometimes seem
to confirm the supposed wrong-doing of others.
Others of the opposite sex may als He personated to a
believer in times of prayer or leisure, either in repulsive,
or in beautiful form, with the object of arousing various
dormant elements in the human frame, unknown to
exist by the innocent believer; sometimes the reason for
the personation is given "for prayer," or "fellowship"
and "spirit-communion" in the things of God. •
When their footing is in the body, the lying spirits'
counterfeit representations of others, may be in the
realm of the passions, and affections, seeking to rouse, or
feed these in the possessed one ; their faces, voic e;
"presence," being presented, as if they too were equally
affected. This is accompanied with a counterfeit "love,"
or drawing to the other one, with a painful craving for
their company, which almost masters the victim.
This subject of love, and its painful arousing, and
communicating or counterfeiting by evil spirits, is one
that touches multitudes of believers of all classes.
Many are made to suffer poignant agonies of craving for
love, with no specific person involved ; others are
wrought upon in their thoitghts so as not to be able to
hear the word love mentioned, without embarrassing
manifestations of colour, wrought by evil spirits within
the bodily frame; none of these manifestations being
under the control of the will of the believer.
](

146

War

011

the Saints.

In counterfe~ting ~he believer himself, the evil spirit
.r. gives him exaggerated views,almost visions,
Th e counter1 eit f h'
.
.

o. IS ~wn p~rsonahty; he 1s "wonderfully
gifted, and 18 therefore "puffed up"; he is
" miserably ·incapable," and so is in
despair; he is " amazingly clever," and thus undertakes
what he cannot do; he is "helpless," "hopeless," "too
forward," or "too backward "-in brief, a countless
numb~r of pictures of himself, or others, are presented to
th~ mmd of the man when once the lying spirit has
gamed a footing in the imagination.
So subtle is the identity of the deceiving spirit with
a beli_ever's individuality, that others see, what may be
described as a "spurious personality,"* sometimes the
person appears to be " full of self " when the inner
man is deeply selfless ; " full of pride " when the inner
man is sincerely humble. In fact, the whole outer
appearance of the man in manner voice actions words
is often quite contrary to his true character, and he
w?~d.e rs why "ot~ers misunderstand," misjudge and
cr1t1mze: Some believers, on the other hand, are quite
unconsmous of _the m~nifestation of this spurious self,
and go on ~app1ly_ satisfied with what they themselves
know of their own mner motives, and heart life; oblivious
of the very contrary manifestation which others behold
and p_ity ~r.co~demn. The spurious personality caused
by evil spmts m possession, can also be in a beautiful
form, in order to attract or mislead others in various
wa!s'. all unwittingly to the person, or to the victim.
This 1s sometimes described as " unaccountable infatuation," but if it ':"as recogni~ed as the work of evil spirits,
ref~sed and resisted, the" mfatuation" would pass away.
lt 1s so wholly apart from the action of the will in the
persons concerned, that the work of evil spirits is
~.l~arly to_ be,,recognized, especially when the supposed
mfatuat10n follows supernatural experiences ; and
possession, through the accepting of counterfeits, has
resulted.
of the
man himself.

•

•

J

• See pRgee 122, 178.
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Evil i;pirits can all!lo counterfeit sin, by causing some
apparent manifestation of the evil nature
in the life, and matured believers should
Counterfeit
sin.
know whether such a manifes tation really
is sin from the old nature, or a manifestation from evil
spirits. The purpose in tbs latter case is- to get the
beli ever to take what comes from them, as from himself,
for whatever is accepted from evil spirits gives them entry
and power. When a believer knows the Cross and his
position of death to sin, and in will and practice rejects
unflinchingly all known sin, anti a " manifestation " of
"sin" takes place, he should at once take a position of
neutrality'~ to it, until he knows the source, for if he calls
it sin from himself when it is not, he believes a lie as
much as in any other way; and if he "confesses "t as a
sin what did not come from himself, he brings the power
of the enemy upon him, to drive him into the sin which he
has "confessed" as his own. Many believers are thus
held down by supposed" besetting sins" which they believe
are theirs, and which no " confessing to God " removes,
but from which they would find liberty if they attributed
them to their right cause. There is no danger of
"minimizing sin " in the recognition of these facts,
because in either case, the believer desires to be rid of
~he sin or sins, or he would not trouble about them.
Again the believer is so acutely conscious of a" self "
which he hates and loathes, that he is
Counterfeit
never free from the dark shadow of selfself.
condemnation. condemnation, self-accusation or selfdespair, which no appropriation of identification with Christ in death, destroys; or else there is a
self-confidence which continually draws the man forward
into situations from which he has to retire abashed and
clisappointed. A spurious personality encompasses thej
true inner man, which few are aware of as possible, but
which is a sadly real thing among multitudes of the
:children of God.
On the part of the soul beset with these constant
• See Chapter X. , " Sa\a.n a s Accuser." t Page 134.
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presentations to his mi~d of his own personality, he only
thinks he has a "vivid imagination," or still more that
some of these things are visions of God, and that he is
favoured of God, especially where the vision is of
"great plans for God," or wide visions of what God is
going to do 1 Always with the believer as the centre, and
special instrument of this service!
Many of the "plans" for "movements" which have
gone even as far as print, in connection with Revival
have been of such a character; plans given by " revela~
tion," and which h ave resulted in gaining but the few
caught by them, and no others. Of such a character
has been the aftermath of Revival, where m en h ave left
their regular calling, and followed a will-of-the-wisp
revelation of "launching out on God," world-wide plans
conceived, and dissipated in a few months. Such deceived
believers become ultra-devotional, with an excess of zeal
that blinds them to all things but the supernatural realm,
and robs them of power to isel meet the claims.
...2L_ other aspects of life. All this comes from an evil
spirit's access to the mind, and imagin ation, through the
deception of counterfeiting the presence of God.
Counterfeits of Satan himself also suit his purpose
at times, when he desires to terrorise a
Counterfeits of
f
t'
.
S atan himself.
~an rom a.c 10ns, or prayer, adverse to his
mterests.
Th ere are occasions when
Satan appears to fi ght against himself, only to cover deep
schemes for obtaining fuller possession of a victim, or
some greater advantage which he knows how to secure.
Fear of the devil may always be regarded as from the
devil, to enable him to ca.rry out his plans of hindering
the work of God. Of such a character may be the
fearsome shrinking from hearing about him and his.
works, and the passive deadness of the mind in regard
to all Scriptural truth concerning the forces of evil. Also
the fear caused by reference to his name, given in order
to frighten away believers from knowing the facts about
him; whilst others who desire the truth may be given
exaggerated impressions of his presence, and of ''conflict,••·
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"clouds," "blocks," darkness, etc., until they lose the
clearness of the light of God.
Especially is the work of the deceiver manifested in
his efforts to make the children of God believe in his
non-existence, and in the suggestion that it is only
necessary to hear or know about God, as a protection
from any form of the enemy's power. On the other hand,
a deceived believer may be more deeply deceived, by
seeing nothing but Satan's counterfeits everywhere.
Supernatiiral visions and manifestations a.re a fruitful
source of revenue to deceiving spirits, and they have
gained a strong footing somewhere in mind or body when
these are given; especially when the believer relies
upon, and quotes more from these experiences than
the Word of God; for the aim of the wicked spirit is to
displace the Word of God as the rock-ground of the life.
It is true the Scriptures may be referred to and quoted,
but often only as a warrant for the experiences, and to
strengthen faith-not in God, but in His (apparent)
manifestations. This secret drawing of faith from the
bare Word of God to manifes tations of God, as being
more reliable, is a keenly subtle deception of the evil one,
and it is easily recognized in a believer thus deceived.
When evil spirits are able to give visions, it is an
evidence that they have already gained
Counterfeit
· t h e man, be he a Christian or
"isions.
groun d m
an unbeliever. The "ground" being, not
of necessity known sin, but a condition of passivity, i.e.
non-action of the mind, imagination, and other faculti es.
This essenti al condition of passive non- action~' as the
means of obtaining supernatural manifestations is well
understood by spiritist medium s, clairvoyants, crystal
gazers, and oth ers, who know that the least action of the
mind immediately breaks th e clairvoyant state. t
Believers not knowing these main principles can
unwittingly fulfil the conditions for evil spirits to work
in the life, and ignorantly induce the passive state by
wrong conceptions of the true things of God. e.g., They
• See Chapter IV. on P&ssivlty.

t Pages 114-llT.
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may (1) in sea.sons of prayer, sink into a passive mental
condition which they think is waiting on God; * (2)
deliberately will the cessation of their mind action
in order to obtain some supernatural manifestation which
they believe to be of God; (3) in daily life practise a.
passive attitude which they think is submission to the
will of God; (4) endeavour to bring about a state of
personal negation, in which they have no desires, needs,
wishes, hopes, plans, which they think is full surrender
to God, and their "will" lost in God. t
In brief, believers may unknowingly develop
mediumistic conditions, of which deceiving
.
. 'Beli,oers can spirits are not slow to take advantage.
,gnorandt_l:; ~eto~lo1> They are careful not to frighten the believer
me tuTIU.S IC
by doing anything which will open his eyes,
conditionL
but they keep within the range of what he
will receive without question. They will personate the
Lord Jesus in the special way which will appeal to the
person, e.g., to some as" Bridegroom,"t to others as seated
on a throne, and coming in great glory. They will also
personate the dead to those who grieve after their loved
ones, and as they have watched them during life, and
know all about them, they will give ample "proofs" to
confirm the deceived ones in their deception.
Visions may come from one of three sources. The
Divine, from God; the human, such as hallucinations
and illusions because of disease, and the Satanic, which
are false. "Visions" given by evil spirits, also describe
anything supernatural presented to and seen by the mind
or imagination,§ from outside; such as terrible pictures of
the "future"; flashing of texts as if they were lit up; II
"_visions" of widespread" movements," all counterfeiting
either the true vision of the Holy Spirit given to the
"eye of the understanding," or the normal and healthy
action of the imagination. The Church is thus often
made a whirlpool of division through believers relying
upon " texts " for guiding their decisions, instead of the
principle of right and wrong set forth in God's word.
t Seo pe.ge 107.
t See p&ges 85, 91, 116.
II See p ages 18, 75.
t f>&!?es 115, II6.

• Pe.ge 64.
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Apart from the "visions" which are the result of
disease ; the detection of Divine from
Th! <jetection Satanic visions depends a great deal upon
of omons from
God or Satan. knowledge of the Word of God, and the
fundamental principles of His working in
His children. These may be briefly stated thus:(1) That no supernatural "vision" in any form, can
be taken as of God, which requires a CONDITION OF
MENTAL NON-ACTION, * or comes whilst the believer is in
such a condition.
(2) That all the Holy Spirit's enlightening and
illuminating vision is given when the mind is in full use,
and every faculty awake to understand; i.e., the very
opposite condition to that required by the working of
evil spirits.
(3) That all which is of God, is in harmony with the
laws of God's working as set forth in the Scriptures, e.g.,
"World-wide movements" by which multitudes are to
be gathered in, a.re not in accord with the laws of the
growth of the Church of Christ as shown in (1) the grain
of wheat (,John xii. 24); (2) the law of the Cross of
Christ (Isa. liii. 10); (3) the experience of Christ; (4)
the experience of Paul (1 Cor. iv. 9-13); (5) the "little
flock" of Luke xii. 32; (6) the foreshadowed end of the
dispensation given in 1 Tim. iv. 1-3; vi. 20.
Many a believer has left his path of " grain of wheat
multiplication," caught by a vision of "world-wide"
sweeping in of souls, given by Satan, whose malignant
hatred, and ceaseless antagonism is directed against the
true seed of Jesus Christ, which in union with Him, will
bruise the serpent's head. To delay the birth , (John iii.
3, 5), and growth of the Holy Seed (Isa. vi . 10), is the
devil's aim. To this end he will foster any widespread
surface work of the believer, knowing it will not really
touch his kingdom, nor hasten the full birth into the
Throne-life of the conquerin g seed of Christ.
The safe path for believers at the close of the age is one
of tenacious faith in the written Word as the sword of the
• P&ges 114, ll5.
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Spirit, to cut the way through all the interferences and
tactics of the forces of darkness, to the end.
All dreams also, as well as visions, can be classed, as
to their source, under three heads : (1)
Counterfeit
Divine, (2) human, or (3) Satanic, each to
dreams.
be known, first by the condition of the
person, and second by the principles distinguishing the
working of God or Satan.
If the person is under any degree of possession, no
dreams at night can be said with certainty to be either
from natural causes or "Divine communication ," but
are simply night presentations of the same character as
"visions" to the mind during the day, and are the
counterfeits by evil spirits of these two causes.
Passivity of brain is an essential condition for the
presentation to the mind of things by evil spirits. At
night the brain is passive, and whilst activity of the mind
in the daytime hinders, they have their occasion at night
when the passivity is more pronounced in sleep.
Believers who are fighting possession, and the
regaining the use of their mental faculties in normal
action, can " refuse " these night presentations by evil
spirits as definitely as they refuse their workings during
the day, and in due time find their complete cessation.
Dreams arising from the natural condition of the
person, and attributable to purely physical causes, may
be recognized as natural (1) when there is no "possession," and (2) when such physical causes really exist,
and are not used as a cover, by deceiving spirits, to bide
their workings.
Apart from the condition of the person, the principle
distinguishing Divine from Satanic in relation to dreams,
is in the first instance, by their import and exceptional
value (Gen. xxxvii. '5-7; Matt. i. 20, ii. 12), and in the
latter, their "mystery," absurdity, emptiness, folly, etc.
as well as by their effects on the person. In the first,
the recipient is left normal, calm, quiet, reasonable, and
with an open, clear mind. In the second, elated, or
<lazed, confused, and unreasonable.

The presentations of evil spirits at ni ght is frequently the
cause of morning "dulness" of mind, and heaviness ?f
spirit. The sleep has not been refreshing because of their
power, through the passivity of the mind during sleep, to
influence the whole being. "Natural" sleep renews,
and invigorates the faculties, and the whole_ sys~e_m.
Insomnia is,* in a great degree, the work of evil sp'.r~ts,
adapting their workings to the over-wrought condition
of the person, so as to hide their attacks under cover.
Believers who are open to the supernatural world
should specially guard their nights by prayer, and h!
definite rejection of the first insidious workings of evil
~pirits along these lines.
.
How many say" The Lord woke me," and place their
reliance upon "revelations" given in a state of ~alfconsciousness, when mind and will are only partially
alert to discern the issues of the " guidance" or " revelations" given to them. Let such believers watch the
results of their obedience to night-revelations, and they
will find many traces of the deceitful workings of the
enemy. They will find, too, how their faith is often
based upon a beautiful experience given in the early
hours of the morning; or, vice versa, shaken by accusations, suggestions, attacks and conflict manifestly of the
evil one, instead of an intelligent reliance upon God
Himself in His changeless character of faithfulness and
love to His own.
All workings of the enemy at night can be made to
cease by their recognition as of him, and definitely
refused in the Name of the Lord, t revoking all ground
unknowingly given for such workings, in the past.

• Pages 159.

+The value a.nd purpose of refusing.

Cha.pter X.

CHA PTE R VII.
Ground and Sympt oms of Possession.
'.J'he_v_ariou_s ways in ~hich ground is given (Column II. )-commu nication
?f evil spm_ts with t?e believer ca~ ~e without grouad-t hey cannot
actively
111terfere with fac_ulh~s unless suff1c1~nt ground has been given-dif
ference
between_commumcahon and commumon- communication through the
mind,
commun,oa through the senses-ev il spirits feed the senses and God
never
does th,s-how ground is given in the mind-the flotsam aad
jetsam
of the mental world-th e ~ind opened to passing thoughts for
many
years-ho" ". to detect t~e mterference of evil spirits with the
mind
7res~nlahon to the mmd of pictures which apparently come
from
"1magma t:on "-the workings of evil spirits seemingly ordinary
and not
supern~tural-compulsory movements or non-action of the mindhow evil
sptrtts mterfere "".ith the m(nd of hearers in meetings- two ways in
which
they put thoughts mto _the mmd-ho w normal thinking passes into ''broodin
g"
-:-causes '?f depre_ss_1on an_d melancho_lia-ground to evil spirits
through
misconception of sptrttua_l thm~s-th e mmd lulled into inaction- passivity
of
body the result of a passive mmd-ge neral effect of passivity -actions
giving
more ground-:--wh_e~e evil spirits enter (Column Ill. )-sympto ms
of
presence of evil sptrtts (Column IV.)-voc al organs interfered with-voithe
ce
affe~ted- the jaws and the head-inte rference with the physical eyes-the
ey~~1ght affected- the ea~s an~ hearing-d escription of the speaking
of evil
spmts-sy mptoms of havmg listened to supernatural voices-va rious
other
symptoms of possession-manipulation of the body through the
nervous
'Y!t~m-:--to be di~tinguished from pure insanity- the varied character
of the
spmts m possess,on-:--m~nif~station in prophetic ecstasy and inspiratio
ncontrast between the msptrahon of the Holy Spirit and evil spirits-co
nfusion
the hall mark of Satan'• works-ex cuses used by evil spirits to hide
their
presence (~ol~mn V. )-all excuses, or so-called " reasons" for symptom•
nee~ exammah on-the ~e~eral effect of_ possession on believers (Column
VI.)
:--li~e full of contrad1chons-weakenmg of mental force, reasoning
and
Judg,~g power-sy mptoms frequently rut down to temperament- the
light
and liberty a waiting believers who wil be made free by the truth.

I

N Column II., the various ways in which ground is

given for the deception and possession of evil spirits
a.re briefly summa rized. Commu nication is possible
with the believer withou t ground being given, but evil
spirits CAN NEVER INTERF ERE WITH THE FACULT IES OF
BRAIN OR BODY, UNLESS SUFFICI ENT GROUND FOR
POSSES-

has been obtained by them. Sa.tao had power to
commu nicate with Christ in the wilderness, for the
Devil spoke to Him, and Christ replied, yet the Lord
Himsel f said later on (John xiv. 30) tliat althoug h the
prince of this world came to Him, he could find nothing
in Him for bis working.
SION
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The devil also commu nicated with Eve in a, state of
innocence. It is therefo re no proof of ground , or sin in
mind or life, that Satan is able to communicate with
believers. But there is a, certa.in class of " commu nication " which cannot be carried on withou t ground
havina been given, There is a difference, also, betwee n
"com": nunicat ion" and '' commu nion "-comm unicati on
is with the mind, a.s evil spirits suggest though ts to it,
but they have " commu nion" with the man through the
senses, as these respond to " feelings " given by them to
the senses. Delicious, lulling, exquisite sensati ons in
the body, arising from spiritua l causes, ma.y always be
attribu ted to deceiving spirits, for they feed the sensuous,*
and nothing that comes from God in purity does this ;
nor does He in any degree by His manife stations ,
ministe r to a self-indulgent, self-satisfied, sensuo us
condition of the mind, or body of His redeemed ones ;
but on the contrar y, the operati ons of God in man,
are directed to the elimination of all that feeds the senses,
and the invi goratio n of spirit, soul and body, for the
keen est activities of life.
The satiety of the senses, howeve r, caused by evil
spirits, sooner or later change s in manifes tation, and the
true charact er of the source stands reveale d when
irritabl e and disagreea.ble feelings ta.ke the place of the
soothin g influenc es hitherto given, to the horror of the
one who had revelled in the exquisite "wave s" of peace,
thouah t to have come from God, a.nd who is now convinc:d that he has lost God's presenc e and power.+
Where the disagreeable takes place now, may have been
the place where an agreeable manife~tation occurre d in
the pa.st.
.
. .
In the list of various ways by whwh ground 1s given
to evil spirits, the first is by means of
Ground to
suggest ions or though ts admitte d to the
_eoihl spi~itds
mind. Though ts manife stly from Satan
int c mm •
.
h
every believer reJects
at once, w en he
becomes conscious of them; but t.housa.nds of "thoug hts"
• Page 108.

t See pages 113, 133. Al so Appendix ,
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come without any volition of the person, for few unders tand control of the mind, and bow to " bring every
thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ "
~2 Cor. x. 5). One of the symptoms of demon possession
rs absolute inability, even after volition, to change the
course of thinking, or subject of thought, for the mind
appears stiff and laborious in action . The man cannot let a
specific thought go from his mind, even after he wills to.
. The chief faculty open to the access of deceivin g spirits,
is the mind, especially before the believer apprehends
the need of a "renewed mind" (Eph. iv. 23), and
realizes that his mind can be open to, and used by evil
spirits, notwithstanding the Divine operation of God
in the innermost shrine of his being. Also before he
~eali~es what_he has admitted as gr01tnd for evil spirits
m hrs past lrfe, for all the "thoughts " inserted by the
god of this world blindin g the mind (2 Cor. iv. 4 ;
Ephes. ii. 2), form material for his later working; such
a s "thoughts" lodged there unconsciously, perhaps years
before; mental conceptions admitted without examination ; floating ideas which have drifted into the ground
of the mind, the believer knows not whence · a sentence
in a paper, a word dropped in his hearing;' the flotsam
and jetsam of the mental world, leaving unthought of
e~ect upon him, colouring Scripture, and placing the
mmd almost at the mercy of any suggestion of evil
spirits, under certain conditions, later on.
To detect the working of evil spirits upon the mind,
let the believer note the way in which his
Ho"? to ~e_te~t "thoughts" come. If the mind is working
eo,l spzrzts
.
• ti .
l
.
.
·
interference with easr 1Y, qme Y, m norma act10n m the
the mind.
duty of th e moment, and sudden "flashes,"
" suggestions," or apparent "thoughts "
arise, not in sequence, or in orderly connection with the
work he h~s in h and, then the enemy may be counterfeiting
the operation of the person's own mind, and trying to
insert his suggestions into it as if they were the outcome
of the man 's own thinking; for when he is in the process
of thinking, the lying spirits seek to inject some thought,
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suggestion or feeling-the first into the mind, and the
last into the spirit.
The danger at this point is for the believer to be
ensnared by the simultaneous working of his own mind,
and the presentation to the mind of the evil spirit' s
"pictures" or visions, which he thinks come from his
own "imagination ";* or very subtly refined suggestions which have no appearance of being supernatural,
or even distinct from the person at all. Many think all
that is " supernatural " is of necessity strikingly marvellous, and awesome, whereas the enemy's working is very
ordinary-so ordinary that he is unrecognized, and the
operations of the supernatural appear so "natural," that
they are not looked upon as supernatural. The Scripture
statement of " the whole world lying in the evil one " is
so true, that his speakings and workings are accepted
and followed and yielded to, as the " ordinary " things of
life, and as the ordinary operations of the mental faculties.
The kingdom of darkness is near and " natural " to all
the world under the rule of th e prince of darkness.
It is best to be suspicious of the abnormal in every
shape and form. God does not in terfere with the natural
operations of the faculties. A sudden stoppage of
thought, or sequence in the action of the mind, in
thought or memory, as well as acute loss of the use of
either, may indicate the inteijerence of evil spirits. The
spirits of evil, in possession of som e faculty
S;ymptomsof of the mind, can either hold it, or suddenly
interference
with tlie mind. release it for action- this holding or
releasing power explaining much that is
unaccountable in suddenness of action, or "ch ange of
mind" which, like much else, is left in obsc urity as
11
unexplainable." " I can " one moment, then " I
cannot" the next, generally being put down to an
11
erratic temperament," or other causes. The believer,
however, may be unable to act, because of the interrup•
tion, or interference of the enemy, but he really has the
ability for action, if the faculties were free.
•See" passivity of imagination," page 7'1.
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Others whose lives are spent in the bond age of a
"spirit of infirmity," are only conscious of a sense of
inability, they are always "too tired " and have "no
spirit," "no energy" for the ordinary' demands of life
yet with no disease, or reasonable physical ground fo;
their chronic inertness and feebleness.
A sudden
inability to listen, described as " absent-mindedness " or
"preoccupation," when the person is COMPELLED to follow
so~e " thought " suggested, or picture presented to the
mmd, or to follow the words of another, are all indications ~f the i~terference of evil spirits-the compulsions
espema~ly_ bemg a mark of their workings-when the
person is in a normal condition of health and the brain
is not diseased.
'
For instance, in spiritual meetings, when people seem
hardly able to listen to a vital truth, how many recognize
the work of the prince of the power of the air taking
away t~e Word (Matt. xiii. 19), by the suggestion of
other thmgs, not appropriate to the moment and by the
mind being unable to follow the speaker's w~rds, and to
grasp and apprehend ? Streams of " texts "* Iso
J
pourmg through the mind, apart from concentration and
the volitional action of the mind, may overpower all that
the speaker is saying, and "carry away" the hearer into
far a~ay thoughts, and" day-dreams," which appear so
beautiful and "divine," yet after the" meeting" is over,
have no solid result in practical life. Any admittance
of these ~udden suggestions, or passing thoughts, means
ground given to the enemy.
The Deceiver has two ways of putting thoughts into the
mind: (1) By direct communication to the
Two wa:9s that mind, and (2) indirect, by attacks on the
the enem:9 puts
• •
thoughts into spmt, causing undesirable feelings there,
the mind.
such as impatience through the attacks,
which proauce impatient thoughts in the
mind, followed by impatient words. The believer has a
.sense of being hindered persistently by some unseen
obstacle, for the evil spirit beings suggest a certain action
0

•

'

1M

1

• Pages 18, 75, 140, 150.
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1.o him, and then when he attempts it, he is hindered,
causing in him a sense of irritation for which he cannot
account. Nothing he does seems to "go right," and his
life seems made up of "pin-prick" troubles, too much
for him to bear, causing a sense of moroseness and
discontent which grows upon him in spite of himself.
Feverish activity which accomplishes nothing is
manifested occasionally, or else perpetual occupation
which gives no moment of rest ; difficulty with work in
the day time; " dreams" at night,* with no sense
of rest or leisure at any time ; suffering, confusion,
difficulty of action, embarrassment, perplexity, all
emanating directly, maliciously, and deliberately from
evil spirits, unrecognized by the man.
Believers whose circumstances, and environment,
should give them every cause for a glad and quiet mind,
are harrassed with terrible anxiety, and they are rarely
free from troubled thoughts. The mind over-estimates
everything, because the im agi nation and mental faculties
are in bondage; ant-hills appear as mountains to them.
Everything is exaggerated, so that they shrink from
seeing others, as conversation is terribly difficult. They
imagine they are only " thinking '' in an ordinary sense,
but it is not "thinking" when a thing grips the mind, but
when the mind grips the thing. Their " thinking " goes
beyond the line of pure mental action, i.e.,
----Brooding
Thinking 1 = c - - - - - - --Troublin1

--------An:r.icty

Herein lies the real cause of depression as experienced
by many believers, apart from purely
Causes of
physical conditions. The victim of depresdepression a1>~rt sion and melancholia has admitted thoughts
from the ph:911cal
.
condition.
suggested by the deceiving spirits, until
the mind is unable to shake them off, or
else the enetny has obtained such a footing, that he holds
the mental faculties in a grip of passivity, so that they
• Page 152.
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cannot act. He feels as though they were in a vice, or
weighted with some heavy pressure which obscures all
light, and prevents him grasping the facts around him,
or using his reason at all. The malignant powers of
darkness ofttimes succeed in keeping those who have
given them opportunity to get them into their grip,
under the most harassing clouds and shadows. They
rejoice over their own wicked deeds, and love to bind
their victims, and keep them in bondage.
This is truly the" oppression" of the enemy (Ps. xlii. 9),
and is the outcome of the earlier stages of the attacks of
deceiving spirits upon the mind, which could have been
quenched had they been dealt with at the beginning.
That the enemy takes advantage of any mental feebleness, or overstrain, or disease, is, of course, to be
recognized ; but in persons of normal health, with no
disease of the mind, inherited or induced, much of the
" depression " may be attributed to the inroads of the
enemy, through ground given unconsciously at some
previous time. The cause of " brain-fag" too, needs to
be examined in this light, lest many attribute to natural
causes what may have been supernaturally brought about.
Wrong conceptions+ of spiritual things give ground
to evil spirits, and these conceptions the
Ground to
adversary skilfully cultivates ready for use
evil spirits
on later occasions. Imaginations as to
through
misconceptions. how God works in Revival power, and in
"Pentecostal" measure, is specially a
fruitful ground for evil spirits, i.e., a conception that God
moves a meeting, and sways it as the wind sways the
corn ; and that God moves on the physical man, rather
than from the centre of man's spirit only. These
imaginations prepare the believer for Satan's deceptions
in these very forms.
This entry of "thoughts" from any quar!Jer comes
from the deeper cause of a passivity of the mind which,
as we have pointed out in Chapter IV., is the main object
of the adversary to produce, ere he can succeed in his
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effort to obtain control of the believer's will. The Lord's
words in Matthew xiii. 23, that the good ground hearer
is " he that heareth the word and understandeth it,"
show that the mind is the vehicle through which the
truth of God reaches men to win their affections, and
bring back the will into intelligent and loyal co-operation
with God. In like manner the mind is the hindrance to
Satan's carrying out his schemes to win back control of
the believer. For the success of his plans, the enemy
knows that the mind must be lulled into inaction* and
disuse by some means or other, either by stratagem or
attack. The arch-deceiver is well aware that any
" teaching" of deceiving spirits accompanied by supernatural signs, may be received by the believer if his mind
is lulled into passivity so that he does not question, or
intelligently reason, what the teachings are, or what
they involve in their ultimate issue.
Passivity of bodyt is the next stage in the development of passivity of the whole being, and
Passivity of the is the ultimate consequence of passivity of
bod:, as ~e~ult the mind, for the mind dulled by passivity
of pass1v1ty
.
•
of the mind. takes away alert action from the physical
frame. The "dreamy," passive mind is
seen.in a dreamy walk and a lethargy of action in every
department of the human frame. All this is deepening
ground for deceiving spirits. The faculties are unused,
there is lack of mental control, a lack of reasoning power,
a ceasing to use the judgment, followed eventually by a
disinclination to use the will. The believer slowly loses
power of decision, t he becomes more and more tossed
about by letting everything in his environment decide
for him, and sometimes thinking and beli eving it is God
choosing and deciding for him by " Providences " ; he
therefore does not choose or decide for himself, but
passively drifts, and accepts the choice or decision made
for him by " circumstances "; or else he is full of
impulses, with no central poise of any kind.
• Pages 119, 139.
t This is also dealt with in thA cha.pter
on Passi visy, page 80.
l Page• 75, 121!, 136.

t See pages 65-67; 87, 105.
L

162

War on the Saints.
But God does not choose instead of the man / otherwise

he would become a machine ; neither does he decide in
his stead. He chooses an eternal inheritance for
him, but even this choice of God for the man cannot be
fulfilled a.part from the believer's intelligent co-operation.
Therefore the passive yielding to environment and what
the man sometimes calls " Providence,"
Pauive
really
means letting evil spirits decide for
:9ielding to
enoironm•nt. him, for they are the world rulers of this
darkness, and readily seize the opportunity
of playing upon his passive will , and thus he is deceived
by them and thinks that he is yielding to the .will of God.
In this way good men have become victims of others'
sin, fearing to " resist evil " lest they disobey the
commands of God, not intelligently understanding that
they therefore fail to co-operate with God in fighting
against sin (Heb. xii. 4; 1 Tim. v. 20), and conquering
the spirit of the age in their environment. God has
given man a will. and a. deciding voice ; and all the
purpose of His working in man, is to restore that once
enslaved will to its throne of intelligent volition, in the
choosing of right instead of wrong, and God instead of
Sa.tan. But Satan's entire purpose is to drag back the
will into captivity-and thus the man himself- so that
he becomes a passive, though unconscious slave+ to the
world-rulers of the darkness around him, and hence
subject to Satan, the god of this world, ruling through
his hierarchy of evil powers.
The actions of the believer thus re-captured by Satan,
through his emissaries of evil spirits, are the outcome of
the subtle and unknown control of the adversary,
and the actions a.gain give more ground to the enemy.
Words are spoken, and deeds a.re done, almost blindly,
either by impulse, or in the confusion of sudden revulsion
of feeling; and often without the man intelligently apprehending the consequences of words or deed11. Old ha.bits
which ceased to be manifested, show themselves again,
and sins which were once conquered, re-a.sserttheirpower.
• See also pages 67, 75, 122. t Page 71 .
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Where evil spirits enter is the subject of the third
column, and the list is very brief, since
Column III. the widest ramifications of their workings
Where the evil .
· ·t ,
spirits enter. m man can be covere d by th e word s sp1r1
soul and body, for they bury themselves
fo the very structure of the human frame, some acting
directly upon the organs or appetites of the body, others
upon the mind or intellect, sensibilities, emotions and
affections, and others more immediately upon the spirit.*
In the body they specially locate themselves in t~ spinal
.column, nervou11 system, and deepest nerve centres,
through which they control the whole being; from the
ganglionic nerve centre located in the bowels, the
.emotional sensibilities, and all organs affected by them,
.to the cerebral nerve centre in the head, the eyes, ears,
neck, jaws, tongue, muscles of the face, and delicate nerve
.t issues of the brain.
They may obtain access gradually and insidiously, as
,already shown, but there a.re instances where they
make a sudden assault, so as to rush the victim into
involuntary surrender. t
When evil spirits have gained entry to the believer
through the ground given to them, as
Column IV. already described, the symptoms of their
S:9mptom• of presence
are recognizable according to the
the presence of
degree of the possession and the place
ci,il spirits.
wherein they are located, whether deep in
the innermost structure of the person, or in the mind
,and faculties which are more visibly affected by them.
Many of the symptoms have already been touched
upon in previous chapters, especially in '' Passivity as
the chief basis of Possession" (IV.), and "Counterfeits
.of the Divine" (VI.) in spiritual experiences, a.nd need
not be recapitulated.
Here we need but sum up some of the characteristics
.of acute and fully developed possession in mind a.nd
body, when the passive surrender to deceiving spirits is
-very complete, and the whole of the outer man is open
• The, e is p ossession apart from th e •pirit.

t See Appendix.
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tongues," or the exquisite singing which ha.s been termed
the "heavenly music," because of its manifest super- •
natural source, and its being beyond the singer's own
natural power.
In pronounced demon possession, evil spirits may
affect the voice in an apparently natural way, which is
put down to natural ca.uses. For instance, in singing,
the man may be doing so with power, and with clear,
and bell-like enunciation, but soon there comes
weakness in the muscles of the throat, a dry cough, and
tears in the eyes, a.nd the singing ceases. The concentration of the eyes upon the music book grows weaker, a
sense of heaviness comes orr neck and spine; the playing
goes on, but heedless, spiritless, dejected and heavy, the
singer turns away, putting it all down to " difficulty of
breathing," and physical impediment, when it has been
entirely a manifestation of the evil spirits in possession.
In interference with the head, the jaws can be moved
by the spirits of evil, and the nerves of the
l~terferenee face manipulated in the production of
1111th the head.
smiles, which appear at unsuita.ble
moments, manifestly apart from the cognizance of the
person. Of such a nature is the mechanical smile, when
the facial muscles seem made of elastic, or a stiffening of
countenance which makes the face appear bard or
cruel, dried up and withered, or painfully miserable.
Demon possession does affect the face, and cause
expressions upon it which may be opposed to the true
character of the person. Other effects upon the face ,
produced by the controlling spirits may be repellent or
beautiful, and appear natural and physical ; such as a
blushing red, impure look, or an angelic look of heavenly
beauty, with exquisite smiles, and light as of glory,
which may suddenly change into a stern unbending
look, with lips set and brow furrowed, or into a dark
cloud as of sudden storm and tempest.
In the drainage of vitality, caused by the grip of the
spirits of evil, the temples may be sunken, and the hairbecome prematurely grey. In a sudden manifestation

of the intruders, the nostrils may become tightened, the
scent deadened, and the breathing gasping and short,
with choking, suffocating feelings, and noises in the head.
No part of the nerves in the head are more affected than
those of the eyes, for there can come about a passivity of
the eyes, which permits them to be moved
1?terfercne• by evil spirits and forced to see visible
w,th the eyes.
.
'
obJects apart from the use of the volition.
In reading, the eyes can be moved to see the
printed words, and rapidly skim the pages of matter,
without any of it entering the mind, and making any
impression upon the memory. It is important, in connection with the use of the eyes, to notice whether mental
action always governs their movements, or whether they
look at objects independently of the intelligent volition ;*
for evil spirit interference is most marked when the eyes
roam about whilst the man is speaking to another person,
or gaze upward or downward, or in any direction without
any cause, ofttimes in a most unseemly or discourteous
manner.
Particularly is the use of the eyes by evil spirits
manifested in a set or fixed gaze upon various things,
or upon the faces of others, the latter is especially
dangerous, when the person is compelled by this fixity
of gaze to take, unknowingly, a mediumistic attitude to
another. Any persistent drawing of the eyes to another's
face should be instantly resisted.
Especially in meetings where supernatural powers are
manifestly present, a "fixed gaze" in listening to a
speaker should be avoided, if it has the effect of causing
non-action of the mind and a dazed condition, as it opens
the listener to the workings of evil spirits through his
passivity. In the same way, speakers in such gatherings
should take care lest the spirits of evil find opportunity
to use their eyes in fixity of concentration upon the
people, to sway them by their power, and thus hinder
the intelligent opening of their minds to the words that
a.re being spoken. t
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to their use in every part of his being. It must, however,
be clearly understood, that (1) all the symptoms may be
present in a very slight degree, so as to be almost
indistinguish able from entirely natural causes ; (2) they
may be only manifested in the part of the human frame
wherein the intruders are located; or (3) they may come
into existence, and pass away through various causes,
WITHOUT THB KNOWLEDGE * of the victim.
When the possession is very pronounced, these
intruders entirely dominate the outer man,
Characteristics using, or interfering with the vocal organs,
•
th e tongue, Jaws,
of acute
eyes, ea.rs, smell,
"possession.. of
and feet,
mind and bod:9. taste, muscles, the hands
sometimes with uncontrollab le and unconscious movements. t They interfere with the head,
and move it at their will, and with the five senses
of the body, because they are the avenues of knowledcre
to the mind. They seek to dull and check the acute u~.1
of the senses, so that they may have more opportunity
to control their victim, and when they do this, there is
more or less difficulty in a.11 the operations of the senses
and faculties.f
When evil spirits affect the vocal organs, they may
interfere with all the vocal operations in
V?c,al.tgadn• audible reading, speaking, singing ' or
.
m er1 ere
praymg. In speaking, the enunciation may
ivith.
be heavy or blurred, slow or quick ; the
to run one into another, the pronunciappear
may
words
ation variable, and the accents, or emphasis, wrong, for
emphasis in speech which is not the result of the mind
controlling any emphasis, may be the effect of possession.
The supernatural power affecting the passive mind
?3-ixes up, so to speak, the words in the mind, and then
m the speech ; prevents the mind grasping thoughts,
and causes the memory to fail in action. Words come
to the mind, and do not remain long enough for speech ;
or,. on the other hand, torrents of "thoughts " come,
which " rush " the vocal organs into action beyond.
•Cf.page 96.

t Pages 97,173.

l Pages 143, 144.
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control. It is then easier to speak than to listen to
another speaking. The tongue acts independentl y of the
m!nd or wi!l. Words are spoken unthought of by the
mmd, or mtended by the will; sometimes the exact
opposite to what was in the mind and intention which
astonish the speaker when he is afterwards remi~ded of
what he has said.
Much that has been called "garrulity," "talkativeness," and irresponsible use of the tongue
.
.
• t·1ans, may be attributed
Ch ns
Garrulity of
to
among
Chriffians.
whose
many
for
;
named
here
the cause
tongues are uncontrollab le in gossip, slander and backbiting, are sincerely unconscious of what they do, or if
they are conscious, are quite unable to control or check
their grievous, irresponsible talking. Evil spirits may
"possess" them only in the organs of speech, or
practically have control of the tongue through the
CHANNEL OF A PASSIVE MIND.

This may be the case in platform speakers, who have
a voluminous fl.ow of words which pour through the lips,
or else a rapid rushing speech, or in staccato form,
without a,ny concentratio n or true action of the mind. *
Pulpit preaching is even possible in this way, evil
spirits being unaffected by" preaching" which does not
proclaim the atoning sacrifice of Christ, and is not in
the power of the Holy Ghost.
The voice of a man is more easily affected by supernatural power than many have thought.
Voice affected When evil spirits touch the man's spirit, it
by
may be sometimes recognized by a harsh,
el)i/ spirit,.
metallic sound in the voice, or a hoarse
and rough thickness ; or these same effects may be
noticed in an atmosphere which is very thickly charged
by the powers of darkness ; showing their effect upon
the delicate vocal chords. t
In the interference with, or use of the vocal organs
and voice, may be placed the counterfeit " gift of
• See also other interferences of evil spirits wiU1 the mind in preaching.
Pages 115, 116. t See Chapter XI. on Prayer and Pre,.ohing.
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In acute demon possession, the eyes are affected very
markedly. They are forced to see evil
In acute posses- things, and bad things, so much so that
sio~ interference they affect the person, and make him
.
. .
u)lth the e:,es
is ver:, marked. fidgetty and complarnmg , the eyes cannot
look straight in another's face, nor, indeed,
look at anything without an " attack " of some kind,
produced by the spirits of evil. These attacks may
cause the person to look guilty in the eyes of others,
when there is no ground for doing so.
There are two kinds of concentration: (1) Physical,
through the eyes, and (2) mental, by the mental vision.
The man himself is only acting in any action of the body,
when concentration of mind and will is at the back
of his every action. Visions may be physical, mental or
spiritual.* In the physica.l vision the eyes are needed;
in the mental, the eyes of the mind ; and in the spiritual
the inward vision of the spiritual man.
When evil spirits control the physical eyes, visions of
supernatural, and natural beings, and things, appear
before them, and in ordinary matters of life things appear
different from what they really are. t The man receives
impressions of things contrary to reality, such as the
panel of a door appearing like a. cross, lights in the sky
in various figures, etc. The man declares he " sees"
these things, but he does not know that evil spirits can
present them to his vision.
The eyesight of necessity is affected by this manipulation of the eyes, and there are general feelings of weakness.
Things look miaty and blurred, and undefined. Thtll'e may
be short-sightedness, and inability to concentrate on any
small object ; concentration of the eyes is painful and
difficult, the man complains of the light, tiredness of the
eyes, and dark spots appear before them, either stable or
moving, near or far; symptoms which might be looked
upon as purely physical if it were not for the supernatural element accompanying them.
In interference with the ears, entire d€afness may be
• Pages 10&, 150.

t See ignorant inducing of passive et&te, pages 149. 150.
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ca.used by an evil spirit locating in the nerves of the ear,
or there may be degrees of interference with the hearing,
such as the loss of words, so that in listening
Th_e ears a nd there are moments when sentences, or
hearing affected.
words, are not heard at all ; or there
is a failure to grasp clearly what others say because the
person hears partly what the speaker says, and partly
what the evil spirit inserts, or suggests to the mind, hence
" misunderstandings " of given instructions, or the
clearly expressed language of others. This also causes
an indisposition to listen to others speaking, and a
restless impatience which cannot wait for them to
complete their sentences, or communications, because
the intruders are thrusting in their own suggestions to
the mind, and claiming attention to their speakir.g. The
believer has a sense of double listening, so to speak,
which is an interior and exterior listening at one and the
same time. That is, he may be trying to "listen" to
feelings and movements within'' whilst listening to the
voices of others outside. This ca.uses difficulty in
listening to music, speaking, and reading aloud. There
is also a deadness to exterior sounds, because of
a. buzzing in the ears, t and the sound in the ears is
stronger than the sound outside, with the effect of an
apparent absent-mindedness. The man needs to be
released from listening to the supernatural speaking
within himself, before he is free to listen to that which is
external.
Evil spirits interfering with the sensory nerves of the
ears, render exterior sounds acute in forced consciousness
of them, producing confusion and in-itation; the exaggerated sense of sound rendering concentration difficult.
They also make strange sounds by interference with the
sensory nerves, the man declaring that he heard voices,
thunder, rustling as of a dress, etc., which no one a.round
him hears.
This persistent " buzz " in the ears, makes the victim
pre-occupied, and almost unconsciously shake his head, as
• Ct. pe.ge 143. t See distinction from physical causes, page 172,
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if shaking off something which is annoying him. It is so
distracting that he is obliged to speak aloud to himself
to make an impression on his own mind : he must read
aloud in order to take in the sense of what he may be
reading, or speak aloud to apprehend his own speech,
because of the confusion caused in his mind by the
inward " buzz " of the persecuting spirits.
Tfe "_' buz_z_" Because of this confusion, also, fresh
o1 e&11 1 spmls
.
.
speaking.
ground 1s given to the powers of darkness,
for deeper possession through the distraction caused by their interference.
The cause of this is, that, unknowingly, the believer
has lent his ears to evil spirits, listening to their words
and suggestions, often because he believed he was
listening to God, or listening to himself. This comes
particularly when there has grown a habit of listening
for an inner voice ;* or an alert inside "listening" which
in time enables the evil spirit to dull the outer ear, and
acute attention to outer communications; or a "listening"
inwardly to" feelings," sensations, movements,+ "drawings," whilst at the same time listening for voices, texts,
and messages from without.
The speaking of evil spirits may be described somewha,
as follows:
Description of
(1) It is not like the vocal speaking of a
the speaking of
.
.
,.,i/ spirits.
human bemg, wlnch must always be
stronger than the speaking of spirits,
because spirits have no force of breath ; therefore if a
man speaks aloud, he can always drown the speaking of
evil spirits. On the same principle a man can also drown
the voice of the Holy Spirit, because He is Spirit and
His speaking is always in the spirit, or through
conscience.
(2) It resembles more the "thinking " of a person, or
the speaking in oneself, when the words are not uttered
through the lips. t When evil spirits are " speaking " to
the inner ear, it seems like a ceaseless buzz of inner
words, apparently belonging to the person himself ; yet
•Seepages 120, 12.; , 137,143, 144, on" Listening. " t Cf. page 143. l Page 139.
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not from his mind, nor the result of mental action, nor
from his will, nor even expressing his own personal ideas
or desires.
When this "buzz " of objectionable, or annoying, or
irresponsible words are thus, in an indefinite way,
claiming the inner attention of the man, and he has outer
claims to deal with, he is liable to speak aloud with a
strong voice, so as to overpower or dull the inner clamour,
without being conscious that he is raising his voice, or
why he is doing so.
Unknowingly the man is making an impression on his
own mind, through his own ear, by using
Unconscious a loud voice ; otherwise his dulled mind
use of
would not be able to take in, or retain
loud &loice.
what he is saying; or get the impression
into his mind.
The believer may not be conscious of the inner " buzz "
of the evil spirits' words, and not conscious that his voice is
raised to express his own thoughts in audible speech, or
know why he finds himself obliged to speak to get clear
in his own thinking. Unconsci01isness is a symptom of
the depth of the evil spirit's possession, and unconsciousness of facts concerning himself, is as detrimental to the
person, as attempts of strangers to enter a house would
be to a householder who is oblivious to all sounds.
Consciousness':' of all things connected with the inner
life and environment is as keenly needed by the believer,
and should be cultivated by him, as consciousness of all
exterior matters connected with the duties of life.
Unconsciousness by men of how they themselves act and
speak, think or appear, in oblivion to all that is patent to
others,+ or, on the other hand, an "unconscious"
self-consciousness, or ultra-consciousness of the actions
of self, may all be results of the work of deceiving
spirits.
Some symptoms of thus having listened to supernatural
voices, may be described as :
(l) Difficnlty in listening to others;
• See pai:es 81, 88.

t Page 146.
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(2) Face "screwed up" in difficulty of grasping what
is said :
(3) A sense of dulness or heaviness in the ear or ears .
The distinction between deafness through the interference of evil spirits with the ears, and that which is
the result of physical causes, depends upon whether the
person has other symptoms of evil spirit possession, or
whether he is in a normally "natural" condition.
There are other varied symptoms showing disturbanc e
of the entire system':' of the man when
Varied
dominated by evil spirits in possession. In
symptoms.
affecting the muscles, bands and fingers or
feet, the nerves are held, and these act without control
of the mind or will, sometimes in convulsive action,
or in twitches, and prostration , or else in the paradox
of being muscularly weak and strong consecutively,
and in rapid succession. There are many accidents
through possession, which are called " the visitation of
God," "slips of the hand," unaccounta ble "failures of
the mind," which are left unexplained, but these
"happenin gs" are not really" accidents "-they are the
carrying out of the real designs of unseen spirit beings
malignantl y concerned in the world of men.
The insidious spirits have prepared for this manipulation, or interference with the person by their slow dulling
of the mind ; the weakening of the reasoning powers,
which prevents him seeing the outcome of a certain
step or action ; the disuse of the judgment ; the imperceptible loss of decision, and independen t action of the
will, so that it" snaps," so to speak, at a critical moment,
with fatal results ; for without this passivity of mind and
will, the emissaries of Satan cannot have the full control
of the body which they so keenly desire.
In affecting the body,* the spirits of evil also interfere
with all the functions at various times, and in various
degrees, such as in eating and drinking, and the swallowing of food. The masticatio n of food, the saliva, the
phlegm, the breath and breathing, physical weakness or
• See also P assivity of the body, page 81.
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strength, stiffness of limbs, heaviness, heat and cold,
agreeable or disagreeable feelings, ~le~plessness, dreams,*
restlessness at night, all can be 1rntated, produced or
exaggerate d by the presence and will of evil spirits.
How evil spirits can manipulate the body through the
nervous system, t we find clearly defined in
Manipulation the Scriptures ; but we never find a single
of the body. instance of the Holy Spirit working in the
same way. Not once in the Acts of the Apostles do we
find "twitching s," "writhing, " convulsions, or other
effects of supernatur al power on the human frame,
recorded as results of being filled with the Holy Spirit.
But we do read that evil spirits can convulse the body,
tear it, bruise it (Luke ix. 39), cause it to pine away
(Mark ii:. 18), or give it strength (Mark v. 4); they can
make the man cry out suddenly with a loud cry (Luke
ix. 39), or make him dumb, gnash his te~th, roll on the
ground, cast him into the fire to burn him, or water to
drown him (Matt. xvii. 15).
.
In this acute form the symptoms of demon possession
and insanity are almost indistingui shable. The difference
lies in the fact that in pure demon possession the MIND
1s NOT IMPAIRED, although it may be passive, or suspended
in action, but in insanity the evil spirit takes advantage
of a physical condition, "Insane" people are_more "sane·•
than sane people think they are, and there 1s more truth
in what they say than is believed. What they " see " is
not always delusion, but the actual doings of evil spirits.
It is necessary, therefore, to distinguish between
(1) Pure insanity,
(2) Pure "possessio n,"
(3) Insanity and possession.
.
Before declaring a person insane, from physwal and
natural causes, the physician should find out if there be
any supernatural cause. Insanity may b~ caused by
natural derangeme nt, t and by supernatiiral interferences
of evil powers. True insanity can also be the result of
possession, and be (humanly) irrecoverable.
• Page 159.

t See pages 39, 11'1, 164, Cf. 143.

l Cf. page 160
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In short, under the power of a, lying spirit, the man
loses control of his body, and is, for the time being,
when the intruder manifests himself, irresponsible for
his actions.
The spirits in possession of the body vary in character,
and in manifestation, as much as when in possession of
the mind, or spirit, in spiritual manifestations. Some
are malignant, and some are milder in their actions, such
.as the " spirit of infirmity " or powerlessness described in
Luke xiii. 11, or the blind and dumb spirit in Matt. xii. 22.
These Scriptures show there were cases of possession
which looked like cases for healing, but the Lord's words
and action proved that the woman who was bent for
-eighteen years, did not require heitling, but deliverance.*
The bending of the back is one of the symptoms of
<lemon possession, when the body is deeply affected.
Another manifestation of evil spirits may be described
as prophetic ecstasy, or " inspiration."
Prophetic
Such was manifested in the girl with a
ecstac;y and
"spirit of divination," which Paul cast out
inspiration.
(Acts xvi. 16-18). The danger of this kind
,of spirit is that the manifestations are more like
.t hose of the Holy Spirit, t than when in the nervous
system, or bodily frame,
To distinguish between
the two in the Corinthian Church was the object of the
Apostle writing the 12th and 14th chapters of the first
·Corinthians : " Concerning the • inspired ' . . . I would
not have you ignorant," he wrote, as he proceeded to
show them how to detect the difference between the manifestations of deceiving spirHs in demoniacal ' inspiration '
or ecstasy, and the true inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
The Spirit of God in one believer being in harmony with
the manifestation of His power in others, and the
demoniacal spirit producing "schism" or "mutiny" of the
members of Christ's Body one against the other. The Holy
Spirit causing interdependence, and honour of His workings in the one and in the other ; the demoniacal spirit
-0ausing lawlessness, and confusion. " Harmony " and
• Page 39.

t Pages 98, 99, 100, 119, l!IO.
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"confusion" being respectively the hall-mark of the supernatural power being from God or Satan in the assembly
of God's people.
Col. Y. The excu,ses of the evil spirit to cover the ground
held opens again a wide field of considerExcuses used ation . Once the ground is taken, and the
b:, ecil spirits mind is dulled from its power
of critical
to hide their
discrimination, the lying spirit is apt in
f)resence .
suggesting " excuses "* to the believer
to cover his location, and the ground he holds.
The list of varied explanations is given in Column IV.
If the mind labours in action, " it is natural " or
"it is heredity," he suggests. Where the whole
nervous system is involved, "it is disease " or " it
is purely physical." "It is fatigue," or it is "spiritual."
There may be, and there generally is, some basis for
the "excuse," for the deceivers are keenly clever in
working along-side natural conditions, either in
~ircumstances, temperament or disturbance of the bodily
functions, i.e., the attack may be in the natural and
physical realm, but not from it as the soii,rce. They like
to have, and watch for, some physical or mental ailment
to serve as the cover, or " excuse " for their manifestation.
They attack a person because they are in possession,
but make him think and believe it to be an indirect
attack, i.e., through another person. The blame is
placed on the man himself or someone else, or on anything but the true cause, so that the intruder may not be
discovered and expelled.
It is therefore important
that all "excuses " should be examined, i.e., the
" reasons " for such and such an unexplainable manifestation. The causes should always be gone into, for by
believing a wrong interpretation t of the manifestation,
more ground is given to the lying spirits. The believer
ma.y be refusing ground on the one hand, and giving new
ground on the other, unless he examines all the suggestions which come to his mind concerning his condition.
• Cf. pages 55, 103.

t See page 96. See Diagr&m on page 190.
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The following tables show the stages of the advance in
possession, and how wrong interpretation gives new
ground:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Ground followed by
Possession, manifested byfor example,•• Twitching of nerves "-then the evil spirits give
Wrong interpretat10n of the cause of this twitching, which,
if accepted by the believer, admits new lies from them,
and gives more ground.•

Four sequences should be noted in this connection:
(1) Ground because of (a) ignorance, resulting in (b) deception;
(2) Followed by possession, because ~f ground ;
(3) Manifestation because of possession ;

•(4) Danger of wrong interpretation of manifestation.

Deceiving spirits also persistently endeavour to keep
the believer occupied with something else to fill up the
mind, so that he may not discover his own need of
deliverance. Workers are almost obsessed with the
thought of 'Revival," or the "need of others," whilst
blind to their own condition.
Devotion, singing,
preaching, worship-all rightful things-may so possess
the mind as to close it to all personal knowledge of the
need of deliverance from the adversary's deception.
The effect on the believer of evil spirit possession,
have already dealt with, in the aspect of mental and
bodily inerLness. To this we add, general weakness of the
whole man, spiritual, mental and physical. He becomes
erratic in temperament, spasmodic in study, wavering in
allegiance, and undecided in action; easily moved by (1)
impulses, i.e., a sharp movement forward without volition;
or (2) repulsion without reason, i.e., a sharp movement
backward apart from volition.
The life becomes increasingly full of contradictions.
The man seems strong and yet is weak, he
The life full is stoical and yet seeks love ; he is
of
eontradiciion. spasmodic in his actions, erratic and
dogmatic in his beliefs, and utterly illogical
in his reasonings. All these symptoms may be visible or

we

• Pai:e 96. Cf. diagram on page lllO.
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invisible, and manifested at different intervals, and in
different degrees, concurrently or consecutively.
After a time the believer may become conscious of his
condition, and then he has a painful shrinking lest these
symptoms should be read by others, and thus cause
attacks upon him. When they do become too manifest
to be hidden or ignored, then he is often said to
be suffering from a •· nerve breakdown," for the
symptoms coincide with all the characteristics of
neurasthenia, and can only be distinguished from it by
an examination into past spiritual experiences, and the
discovery of the working of supernatural powers.
Should the apparent " neurasthenia " be really the
possession of evil spirits, no prolonged rest or natural
means will set the person free, although such means
may give the body 11, renewing which will enable the
victim to face the spiritual truth in due time.
This growing we~kness of the circumference also
weakens the spiritual life, by preventing its growth into
vigorous manhood in Christ ; for the inner spiritual man
needs the outer man for expression, and development. But
in possession through deception* the mind is too passive
to act, and express the inner life-the expression of the
face is passive and dull, the eyes are dreamy and slow.
In brief, the outer man becomes a " prison," so to speak,
of the spirit life at the centre within.
Another very manifest effect is that as time goes on, the
man lives more in the body than in the soul and spirit,
the lawful appetites reassert control, t and the spirit-life is
more unrecognized and less followed,! whilst variations
and incon si tencies in life, in state, in actions, all show
increasingly the marks of "possession."
A very little consideration of the characteristics of
those drawn into abnormal supernatural
The general experiences, will bear out this diagnosis.
effect on the man The invariable effect upon such believers
of supernatural .
.
he
l l
he
experience,. 1s the weakenmg of t
menta ,orce, ~
reasoning and jildging power ; a weakening
• Pages 76, 77, 93, 111.
M

t P&ges 81, 162.

I Page ~
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in moral force and will, and ofttimes a haunting sense of
fear-fear of the future, fear of persons so that
they cannot bear to hear them spoken of, or to
speak to them ; and a gradual general weakening of the
p~ysical frame. In time there comes an involuntary
effect upon the nervous system, and there is impatience
-manifestly" nervous" and not moral-and restlessness,
and often an involuntary twitching action of the nerves.*
In the moral realm comes an attitude of infallibility,
positive assertion and unteachableness, with loss of the
real power of choice, and personal control of mind,
speech, manner, and actions-for persons thus
" possessed " cannot choose or act, because they shall
not; and they have acutely a sense that they" don't know
what to do," on account of the evil spirit's hold of them. t
The effect of evil spirit possession as listed in
Column vi. has already been more or less
Column VI.
indicated in the preceding columns, and it
Effects of
only necessary to compare Column iv.
is
possession on
the believer. and vi. for their further summing up. t
The subtilty of the deception has been that
in multitudes of cases, all these" symptoms " are thought
to be physically or morally the outcome of the individual
personality, i .e., the "temperament" of the person, which
~ust be borne with until released from the body of clay
m the grave I " Self," they declare, is their trouble,
which no acceptance of the Fulness of the Spirit, nor light
upon identification witfi Christ, has altered. Wandering
of mind in prayer, restlessness, talkativeness, or extreme
reserve; and many other hindering troubles in the outer
man remain, and are tolerated, or grieved over, without
hope of change.
Hut how different the outlook, when much that troubles
them is attributed to the true cause. " An enemy hath
done this ! " In many it is not " self " after all, but
ground unwittingly given to deceiving spirits, who could
be dislodged by the knowledge of the truth, and by
refusal of ground.

* Pe.ges 93, 132,159,172. t See pe.ges 69, 75, 77. t Bee Column Lists, pe.ge HlS.

CHAPTER VIII.
The Path

to

Freedom.

The casting out of evil spirits not always successful- the ground by
which they gained admission cannot be ca,t out-the same manifestations may
.again appear if ground not dealt with-evil spirits hide so asito be indistinguishable from the person-first step to freedom knowledge of the truth of deception
.and possession-the undeceiving period- the suffering and humiliationspiritual experiences do not make a man spiritual-the deceived believer must
frankly acknowledge his condition-must get knowledge of what ground for
-,vil spirits means-the basis of deliverance-various degrees of deli':'erance
according to understanding of _the believe~must learn t_o read s,g~s of
dispossession as well as possession-column list of stages 10 progress10n to
freedom-first stage the examination of, and the not quenching of doubts about
specific things or experiences-one contradiction i~ experience reveals ~he
work of evil spirits since God cannot contradict H,s own work-adm1ss1on
of possible deception since all are open to deception-the basic fact of the
Fall laying open all men to deception-the discovery of personal deception.acknowledgment of deception-the refusal of all ground-~he groun~ which
admits the spirits of evil is the ground that keeps them 1n _possess1on-~he
giving of fresh ground- diagram shewing the danger of th,s-the f,ghtmg
through period- diagram shewing hidden depth of ground- the need of
persistent refusal- diagram shewing way of descent and fighting back
to normal condition-the evil spirits' hindrances to deliverance-the use of
the Scripture weapons- the use of force against force needed-meaning
active use of spirit, soul and body in the fight to freedom-this to break
from passivity-the volitional action of refusal at the back of resistancebrief summaries of various helps to freedom-the gradual weakening of the
possession-light upon the excuses suggested by the enemy to keep possession
-their discovery and rejection-the symptoms passing away-the need of
'knowing the true normal of the believer to discern extent of .liberati?ndiagram explaining the meaning of the normal standard-results m experience
of believer set free from deception and possession-the working out of his
salvation by co-operation with God.

T has been thought almost universally that the only
way to deal with demon-possession is by the
/
casting out of the evil spirit, * by some Divinely
equipped believer. But facts prove that this method is
not always successful, for though the diagnosis of the
intruder's presence may be correct, yet the ground that
gave it occupation cannot be cast out; and unless the
ground is dealt with, no full relief can be obtained, or
..change seen, in the majority of cases. In others, when
• Pages 93, 111,112; see e.lso Che.pter XI. on "Ce.sting out."
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the evil spirit appareutly departs, it must not be
concluded that the person is entirely free, for it may be
that what has occurred is only that a particular manifestation has ceased, and it is not unlikely that another
manifestation may appear; possibly not a visible one, or
one easily perceived or detected, but recognizable by any
who have learned to discriminate between the workings
of evil spirits, and those which are human or Divine. It
is possible also to suppress a certain manifestation for a
time, and not entirely get rid of it; and the same
manifestation may return again and again in different
guise, unless the ground is dealt with. In some instances,.
where the possession is so manifest that the true inner·
personality* of the victim is almost entirely lost sight of,
the relief may be immediate: but where the intruder
hides himself so subtly in the mind, or body, as to be
indistinguishable from the operations, or actions of theperson t-hidden in some state, or form, apparently
natural or physical-the deliverance will not be obtained
by " casting out" only, but by the truth being given tothe mind,t and the volition of the person actively refusing
and disowning the ground.
The very first step to freedom is the knowledge of the
truth as to the source and nature of experiences the
believer may have had since his entrance into the
spiritual life, which possibly may have been perplexing,
or else thought with deepest assurance to be of God.
There is NO DELIVERANCE FROM " DECEPTION " BUT BYTHE ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND ACCEPTANCE OF TRUTH. And
this facing of trnth in regard to certain spiritual and
" supernatural " experiences, means a keen edged knife
to the man in his self-respect, and pride.
It requires a very deep allegiance to the truth which
God desires should reign in the inward
The humiliation parts of His children for a believer to
of the undeceiving accept trut h wh"1ch cu't s an d h um bl es, as
period.
readily as he accepts that which is agreeable. The " undeceiving " is painful to the feelings, and
• P&gea 97,111,146. t cf. "Substitution," p&gea lll0-1119, 139. !P&ges 59, 93,111,
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tihe discovery that he has been deceived is one of the
keenest blows to a man who once thought that he was
so " advanced," so "spiritual," and so "infallible,"* in
his certainty of obeying the Spirit of God.
"Was he not advanced?" Yes, to a degree above the
"man of soul," but he had not reached the goal as he
thought, for he had but begun the journey in the spiritual
plane. The end of standard one is but the beginning of
standard two. So after all, he believed a lie about
himself and his experience. He was not as "advanced"
as he thought. Thus the truth breaks upon his mind,
and its entrance is not agreeable. It is not easy to
disbelieve absolutely, what he once believed so thoroughly.
Then "Was he 'spiritual'?" He may have had
spiritual experiences, but this does not make a man
"spiritual."t The spiritual man is a man who lives in,
and is governed by, and understands his spirit, and
co-operation witJr.the Spirit of God. A great experience
accompanying the ENTRANCE INTO THE PLANE OF THB
SPIRIT does not make a believer " spiritual."
The deceived believer laid claim to positions to which
he had no right, for with the entrance
The discover:, of truth he discovers that he was neither
of the truth
of deception. so advanced, nor so spiritual, nor so
infallible as he had thought. He built his
faith about his own spiritual condition on assumption,
and left no room for a doubt, that is, true doubt, such a.s
doubting a statement that afterwards turns out to be a
lie, but in due season doubt finds an entry to his mind,
and brings his house of infallibility to the ground. He
knows now that what he thought was an " advanced"
experience, was only a beginning, and that he is only on
the fringe of knowledge. This is the operation of truth.f
In the place of ignorance is given true knowledge; in the
place of deception, truth. Ignorance, falsehood and
passivity ; upon these three the enemy silently builds
his castles, and unobtrusively guards and uses them.
But truth pulls his strongholds to the ground.
• Cf. page 77.

t P&ges 81!, 117.

t

Cf. pa.ge 59.
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By the entry of truth, the man must be brought to the
place where he acknowledges his condition frankly, as
follows:,1) I believe tha.t it is POSSIBLE for a Christian to be deceived
and possessed by evil spirits.
(2) It is possible for ME to be deceived ;
(3) I .LM deceived by a.n evil spirit;
(4) WHY a.m I deceived?

Then comes the facing of the fact that (1) "ground"
does exist ; and (2) the seeking for knowledge as to what
the ground is.
In order to discover the ground, the believer must
first, in a general sense, get a fair conception of what
ground is;* for he is liable to be deceived in (1) putting
down to "possession " what belongs to something else,
and (2) placing to something else what belongs to
possession. He may confuse ordinary conflict, i.e., the
perpetual battle in spirit against the powers of darkness, t
with conflict which comes from possession. And when
the deception and possession a.re of long standing, the
spirits of evil may get the believer himself to defend their
work in him, and through him fight tenaciously to guard
the cause of his deception from being brought into light,
and exposed as their work.
They thus get the believer himself, in effect, to take
their side, and fi ght /or them to keep their hold, even
after he has found out his condition, and honestly desires
deliverance ; one of the greatest hindrances being the
effect of an assimied position concerning spiritual experiences, which believers a.re loth to examine, and part
with.t
The Scriptural ground for obtaining deliverance is
the truth concerning Christ's full victory
The spiritual basis at Calvary through which every believer
of delio~ra~cte in CAN BE D~LIVERED FROM THE POWl!:R OF
C 11 1oary s o,c ory.
BOTH SIN AND SATAN, but in actual fact the
victory won at Calvary can only be applied as there is
conformity to Divine laws. As the deceptions of Sa.tan
a.re recognised, and the will of the person is set to reject
• Cf. pa.ge 6Q, 11, 111.

t See Chap\er X.

t Cf. p&11:ea 57, a,.
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them, he can, on the basis of the work of Christ at
Calvary as set forth in Rom. vi. 6-13; Col. ii . 15; 1 John
iii. 8, and other passages, claim his deliverance from
these workings of the devil in deception and possession.
Just as there are various degrees of deception and
possession, so there are degrees of deliverance according
to the understanding of the believer, and his WILLINGNESS
TO FACE ALL THE TRUTH ABOUT HIMSELF, and all the
ground given to the enemy.
In doing this the believer needs to have a steady grasp
of his standing in Christ as identified with Him in His
death on the Cross, and his union with Him in spirit in
His place on the Throne (Ephes. i. 19-23 ; ii. 6), and he
must " hold fast" with steady faith-grip, the "Head"
(Col. ii. 19) as the One who is, by His Spirit, giving him
grace (Heb. iv. 16), and strength to recover the ground
in mind and body which he has ignorantly yielded to the
foe. For the man himself must ACT to get rid of passivity;
he must revoke his CONSENT given to evil spirits to enter,
and by bis own volition insist that they retire from the
place (Ephes. iv. 27) they have obtained by deceit. Since
God will not act for him in regaining the normal condition
of his outer man, nor exercise his choice for him, he
must stand on the vantage ground of the Calvary victory
of Christ, and claim his freedom.
Assuming, then, that the believer has discovered that he
is a victim of the deceptions of deceiving spirits, what are
the subjective steps in the path of freedom? Briefly, (1)
acknowledgment of deception ; (2) refusal of ground ;
(3) stedfast fight against all that possession means; (4)
being on guard against excuses ; (5) the detection of all
the effects of possession; and (6) a discerning of the
resul~ of these actions. For the believer must learn to
read the signs of dis-possession, as well as the symptoms
of possession, lest he be deceived again by the Adversary.
We give in column form a complement to the column
lists in page 103. The first treated of the way the
believer has been deceived ; this one of the way of
deliverance.
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Taking first for consideration the list in Column I.
(1) Doubt of the experience, or" manifestatio n" being
r.>f God. We cannot emphasize too strongly the need of
not quenching, and not ignoring the first
Column I.
doubt, for the " doubt " is actually the
Doubt of
initial penetration of truth to the mind,
experience.
and hence the first step to deliverance.
Some have instantly quenched the first doubt, fearing to
"doubt God," and in doing so, closed the mind to the
first ray of light which would have led them into liberty.
They have looked upon doubt as temptation, and resisted
it, overlooking the distinction between true and evil,
right and wrong, "doubt." This has its root in the
mind of most Christians, in associating only evil with
such words as "judging," "criticising, " "doubting,"
and "enmity," " hatred," "unbelief," etc., all of which
dispositions and actions they thought to be evil, and evil
only, whereas they are evil or good according to their
.source in spirit or soul, and in relation to their object,
~.g., "enmity" against Satan is God-given (Gen. iii. 15),
" hatred" to sin is good, and "unbelief" of spirit
manifestation s is commanded until the believer is sure
of their source. (1 John iv. 1.)
To doubt God-:--which means not to trust Him-is sin;
but a doubt concerning supernatural manifestation s is
-simply a call to exercise the faculties, which all spiritual
believers should use to discern "good and evil." The
d eep doubt concerning some supernatural experiences is
therefore not a "temptation ," but really the Holy Spirit
moving the spiritual faculties to action according to
1 Cor. ii. 15, "He that is spiri tua l jiidgeth- i .e. examineth
-all thiP.gs," the" things of God" thus being " spiritually
discerned" (A.V.).*
A "doubt" generally first pierces the mind either (1)
from truth pointed out by others, or (2) arises from
some flaw in the experience which arrests the attention
of the believer. In the case of some supernatural
.manifestation, for instance, which bore the appearance
• PA-ge 57.

186

War on the Saints.

of being Divine, there was some slight contradiction
which perple:xed the soul. And as no contradictions
can possibly occur in any of the workings of the Spirit
of God, Who is the Spirit of Truth, one single contradiction is sufficient to reveal a lying spirit at
f<!o .'.' ~ontrad!c- work. This axiom must not be ignored.
.
.
tion m working
of Spirit of God. For mstance, a behaver declares, under
II
power "-assumed to be
supernatural
Divine- concerning one who is ill, that God purposes
the restoration of that one, yea the sick one dies. This
is a "contradiction" which should be fully examined,
and not put aside as among things '' not to be understood; " for the supernatural element in the declaration
could not be of the Spirit of God, Who cannot depart
from truth in His revelation of the Will of God.
To II prove the spirits " (1 John iv. 1), so as to discern
between the II Spirit of Truth " and the " spirit of error "
is a clear command to the children of God, as well as to
"prove all things," and hold fast that which is good••
(1 Thess. v. 21); bring II to the proof . . . with all longsuffering" (2 Tim. iv. 2, R.v. m.). To question until all
things have stood the test of full examination is the
safest course, and is far removed from the doubting of
God Himself, in His faithfulness and love, the only
doubt which is sin.
(2) ADMITTANOE OF THE POSSIBILITY OF DE0EPTION
is the second stage in the breaking of
Admittance of truth upon the mind, although it may
possibility
of deception. sometimes precede the doubt. To admit
the possibility of being deceived-or mistaken-in any aspect of new experience or action, or even
view of truth, is really a possibility which should be
acknowledged by every believer; and yet so subtle
is the deception of the enemy, that almost invariably the
attitude of each one is, that " others" may be open to
deception, and he or she is the exception to the rule.
Thia certainty of personal exception is so deep seated
with the most visibly deceived person, that the long
battle is simply to obtain entrance to the mind for the
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one thought of possible deception, in any point at all.
The believer seems arm ed with unshaken assurance
that if others be misled, he certainly is not ; he
"beholdeth the mote " in his brother's eye, and is blind
-blind to the" beam" in his own. But an open attitude
to truth says, " Why not I as well as others ? May not
my assurance of safety be a deception of the enemy, as
much as the deception I see in others? "
Why all believers should admit the possibility of
deception by the deceiving spirits, may be considered
just here.
The primary fact to be recognized by every human being
is the complete and utter ruin of the first
The basic /act creation at the Fall, when the First Adam
of
admitted the poison of the serpent, which
the Fall.
permeated and corrupted his whole being
beyond repair. This fact of the utter corruption of the
human race as a consequence of this is unmistakeably
declared in the New Testament:.. The old m an, which wa.xeth corrupt after the lusts of deceit."
(Eph. iv. 22. n.v.)
"Being darkened in their understanding; ali onated from the
life of God." (Eph. iv . 18.)
" We all once lived in the lust s of the fle sh, doing the desires of
the flesh and of the thoughts, and were by nature the children of
wrath, even a.s the rest." (Eph. ii. 3.)

Thus the Apostle described the whole race of man,
Gentile and Jew, Pharisee and Publican-in all, he said,
"the prince of the power of the air" wrought, as "the
spirit that now worketh in the sons of disobedience."
These facts declared by the Word of God, and the
reality of the blinded mind (2 Oor. iv. 4), and ruined
condition of every hum an being, is the ONLY BASIS UPON
WHICH THE TRUTHS WE ARE CONSIDERING IN THIS BOOK
C.6.N BE UNDERSTOOD, AND PROVED TO BK TRUE, IN
EXPERIENCE AND PRACTIOE.
The second fundamental fact-and the logical outcome
of the first-is that unless regeneration by the Holy
Spirit, and the indwelling of the Spirit, means (1) sinlessness, and (2) the present possession of a resurrection
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body, every part of a believer not yet renewea, a.nd fr.eed
by the redemption of Calvary from the effects of the Fall,
MEANS GROUND FOR THE POSSIBLE ENTRY AND POSSESSION

Since absolute sinlessness, and
the present possession of the resurrection body are not
clearly taught in the Scriptures, as attainable whilst on
earth, the admittance of possible deception,
Ad!"ittance of and entry of evil spirits to the outer man of
poss'z:;i~:'tz'J'1' 0 n mind or body, is logically and reasonably
reasonable.
possible for all; even whilst the spirit and
heart of the man is renewed by the Holy
Spirit. If we come to facts of experience, the proofs are
so abundant as to be beyond our power to handle in the
limited space of this book, not only in the unregenerate
world, but in those who a.re undoubtedly children of God,
and spiritual believers.*
If we knew ourselves, and our actual condition as
sinners, simply as depicted in God's Word, we Rhould be
in greater safety from the enemy. It is the ignorance of
our true condition, t apart from the new life from God
implanted in us, and our blind confidence of safety,
without an intelligent basis for our faith, which lays us
open to being deceived by Satan through our very
certainty of being free from his deception.
After adm itting the possibility of deception in supernatural things, and a doubt has come in to the mind
whether certain "experiences," either personal or otherwise, were of God after all, the next stage is,
(3) THE DISCOVERY OF THE DECEPTION. Light and
truth alone can make free,! and when once a doubt
comes in, and the man opens his mind to the trnth that
he is as liable to be deceived as anyone else, then to the
open mind and attitude, light is given (John iii. 21).
Sometimes the specific deception is seen at once, but
more often the discovery is gradual, and patience is
needed while the light slowly dawns.
Certain facts in connection with various experiences of ·
the past, which the believer has failed to note, may now
OF DECEIVING SPIBITS.

• See Appenilix.

t Pages 1-4.

l Po.gee 59, Ul.
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emerge into the light, and the half truths of \he Adversary
which he had used to deceive, are clearly seen-the
twisting of words, the wrenching of sentences out of
their context in the Scriptures,* all come into view as the
light is given. Then comes:(4) THE ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE DECEPTION. This
is now imperative. The truth must not only be faced,
but owned, so that things are called by their right names,
and the father of lies defeated by the weapon of truth.
This brings us to the crucial matter of Column II. of
the way in which the " ground " the evil
Column II.
spirit has held must be dealt with.
The re{usdal of Thoughts admitted to the mind, passivity
groun .
of mind or body, faculties allowed to 1·1e
unused, lack of mental control, of the use of the will, of
decisive power or judgment, etc, Now the believer must
deliberately and steadily refuse+ :a.11 this ground to the
enemy, especially and specifically the ground on the
points wherein he has been deceived; for it is of primary
importance that the one who is deceived should know
the ground, and give it up.t
Since there is POSSESSION BECAUSE OF GROUND GIVEN,
there must be DIS-POSSESSION BECAUSE OF GROUND
REFUSED to the enemy. The deceived one must pray for
light until the caus·e or causes of the deception are
revealed, and honestly desire, and be willing for the light
on every point (John iii. 21). He must be given light
from God to detect symptoms and their causes, and in the
recognition of these beware of introspection, i.e., a turning
in upon himself, which is the contrary of a simple
refusing of ground as it is brought into the light.
It may be said generally, that whatever the person
shrinks from hearing about, or is troubled when reference
is made to it, may reveal upon examination, ground given
on that point. If the believer is afraid to examine
something he shrinks from dealing with, then it is safe
to examine that particular thing, for the enemy most
probably has some footing there. What the believer
• er. paiiea 00, 64-67, t See " refusal" in Chapters IX. and X. l Page 11!1.
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can_not b~ar to hea_r about is probably the very thing that
he 1s gmlty of domg, or is in some way wrong in his
relation to it. Then the ground-and the cause or
causes of it--when revealed, must be taken back from
the deceiving spirits, by the rejection, or refusal of these
points u~on which ground has been given, until the
ground given has passed away; for ground which admits
the evil spirit is the ground that keeps him in possession.*
There is also ground given which causes the believer
unkno':'ingly, to take hold of evil spirits, and ther;
a.re thmgs, and ground given, which enable them
to grip the believer, and his faculties.
The ~a?ger of There is also the probability of giving new
gwzng
.
new ground. ground, by takmg the lying spirits' interpretation t of their manifestations, which
on the believer's part is the accepting of lies from them
in the present, as much as in the past, when ground was
given to admit them.
The following diagram shows the danger of this new
ground being given during the dis-possessing period:3.

Wrong interpretation.

f. Ground to
2.

through wrong

/

admit,

II. Ground to

Kept in
possession C

BS. /:::

interpretation.

Mnni(eatation,.

keep,

I. A

Period of possession.

B<
4. Ground given
up.

(1) A to B, period of possession because of ground given to admit

evil spirits.
(2) Manifestations during period of possession.
{3) Wrong in~erpretation of manifestations during the time of
possession.
(4) Time wh~n _th~ ground which admitted evil spirits to
possess10n 1s given up .
{5) B to
ev!l spirits kept in possession by incorrect interpretation, _i.e., "poss~ssion "can be a cause of ground through
wrong mterpretat1on of possession.

?•

* Page 112. t i.e. Excuses.

Bee page 175; also diagram, page 55,
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What it means by " fighting through " may be explained
in a specific case. For instance, if the
The /highti~gd believer discovers that he has sunk into
th rou 6 perio .
passivity, and that an evil spirit has
fastened upon the passive faculties, and whilst they were
lying passive, acted for, or in conjunction with him;*
when he gives up the ground, he finds it most difficult to
act for himself again, and to regain the use of his
faculties. If he has been drifting into passivity in
the matter of decision, and, refusing this ground to the
enemy, he decides now to "decide" for himself, and not
to act under their control, he finds that, at first,
(1) He cannot act and decide for himself, and
(2) The evil spirits will not let him act, i.e., when their
victim refuses them permission+ to control him, then
they will not let their captive act without their permission.
The man has therefore to choose between " not
acting " at all, or letting the evil spirit continue to
act for him. This he will not do, and so for awhile he is
unable to use his own decisive power, and yet refuses to
allow the enemy to use it. It becomes a fight for the
use of his "free will," and for deliverance from passivity
of the will,t which destroyed his decisive power, and
gave evil spirits control over him.
Why does not possession, and its effects, cease
directly the man refuses all ground, as a whole, to the
deceiving spirits? Because every detail of the ground
must be detected ; the man must be undeceived on every
point; and the evil spirits must be dispossessed from
every hold. Whatever caused possession, the opposite
must be obtained for dispossession ; instead of the lies
of Satan, the truth of God; instead of passivity, activity;
instead of ignorance, knowledge; instead of surrender,
to the enemy, resistance ; instead of acceptance, refusal.
Actions are the result of thought and belief. The
ground is always to be traced back to its radical cause,
which is a THOUGHT AND BELIEF. Wrong thoughts and
belief, which gave ground to evil spirits for possession,
• cf. po.ges 136, 122.

t Pages 120, 142.

: Pagos 'T4, f5.
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must be detected and given up. The basis of acceptance
or refusal must be knowledge, not a passing thought,
or impression. It is for this reason that understanding*
is such an important factor in deliverance, and the
subsequent warfare.
The following diagram shows what is meant by the
"radical cause." In seeking for the ground of any
trouble in the spiritual life, believers generally go back
only as far as the first manifestation of conscious wrong,
instead of seeking the radical cause of the manifestations.
Men in seeking for the root of a
tree do not content themselves
with the discovery of its manifestation above ground. They know
that the cause of the growth they
see lies de~per down. It is VERY
IMPORTANT that believers diagnose
First
Manifestation
the cause of their trouble as
further back than the first conRoot of
scious manifestation, i.e., some
Tree
thought or belief which has given
the enemy occasion for deception.

light upon the cause, i.e., the ground in the past in
thought and belief, when this is discovered and refused,
the "possession" of necessity passes away.
This is why it is necessary to say that each point must
be patiently "fought through," i.e., the
The refusal refusal* of all ground to evil spirits must be
of all
maintained, because refitsing all ground,
ground.
and getting rid of all ground, are two
different things. All ground is not of necessity removed
at the moment of refusal. The refusing must therefore
be re-asserted, and the believer refuse persistently, until
each point of ground is detected and refused, and the
faculties are gradually released to act freely under the
will of the man. The faculties let go into passivity should
regain their normal working condition, such as the
operation of the mind kept to true and pure thinking, so
that any subject being dealt with is mastered, and does
not d-0minate beyond control. So with the memory, the
will, the imagination, and the actions of the body, such
as singing, praying, speaking, reading, etc. All must be
brought back into normal working order, out of the
passive, heavy state, into which they have fallen, under
the subtle workings of the enemy.
The refusal, also, . of the workings of deceiving spirits
in possession, is necessary as well as
The refusal of the refusing of ground upon which they
the u,orkinga
The believer
of evil spirits. have obtained possession.
may say as his declaration of decision:
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,,

Example in matter of" unconsciousness.''+
Discovery of symptom of ''unconsciousness," (possibly through
light from another).
refuse evil unconsciousness.
evil consciousness.
,,
II. Act of refusal and ohoioe
{
III. Seeking for light on ground in the past.
IV. Discovery of cause ; a "thought and belief " that "unconsciousness of self" was true meaning of death, and condition
for becoming" only conscious of God."

I.

RESULT: Ever since the believer admitted that " thought "
and "belief," he became subject to the consequences of it, and all
that evil spirits gained by it ; for they came around and made true
to the victim what he desired, i.e., "unconsciousness," which
formed the ground of passivity for Satanic manifestations.

If the believer resists and refuses any specific ground
for possession, and cannot get rid of it, he must seek
• Page 112.

t Pages 81, ff7.

1.
9.
3.
4.
5.
6.
'1.

8.
9.
LO.

ll,
12.
LS.

I refuse the "influence" of e.e.
I refuse the" power" of e.s.
I r efuse to be" led" by e.s.
I refu se to be" guided" by e.e.
I refuse to" obey" e .e.
I refuse to "pray II to e.e. [e.e.
I refuse to" ask" anything of
I refuse to'' surrender '1 to e.s.
I refuse all" knowledge"
from e.s.
I refuse to listen to e.s.
I refuse" visions" from e.e.
I refuse the "touth" of e.s.
I refuse " messages" from e.s.
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14. I refuse all "help " from e.s.
The believer must r,voke the
consent be unknowingly gave to
the workings of the decelvere.
They have sought t o work through
him, therefore be now declares :
"I, myself, WILL to do my own
work.
In the past I willed not to do my
work. Thia I NOW BEVOKE
for ever."
See pag .. 102, 105, 112, 1811,

• See &lao " The value of refusing'• on p&ges 241 to 1145.
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The " fighting through " period is a very painful time.
There a.re bad moments of acute suffering, and intense
struggle, a.rising out of the consciousness of the resistance
of the powers of darkness in their contest for what the
believer endeavours to reclaim. The moment he begins
to advance from weakness into strength, he becomes
aware of the strength of the evil spirits resisting him ;
consequently he feels worse when fighting through.
This is a sign of " dispossession," although the believer
may not think, or feel it to be so.
The order af dispossession is not the order in which
possession took place, as the aecompanying diagram on
page 195 shows. The last thing given to the spirits of evil
is generally the first thing removed, because light is given
upon the experience of the moment, and deliverence from
the bondage of the moment is the most urgent need.
Sometimes it is the advanced stage of possession, with
its terrible bondage, which reveals his condition to the
man himself, and it is not until he starts, point by point,
to fight back to his normal condition, that he discovers
the depth of the pit* he has fallen into, a.nd the slow
work of regaining the liberation of his whole being, from
the power of the deceiving enemy.
The diagram shows that the believer fighting back to
freedom must not be deceived about the
lmm~diate ef/~•1• immediate effects of dispossession 1 for it
of d1sposssss1on.
•
may appear as he advances, that he 1s
slipping back. For instance, when the man is in a passive
state under the bondage of the enemy, he may be
absolutely regardless of what he is, what he feels, and
how be appears : and therefore he cannot feel and cannot
be touched on these points ; but as he fights back to the
normal condition, these things become real to him again,
a.nd he thinks he has gone back ; but the fact that he
feels about these ma.tters, proves a degree of dispossession,
for his feelings, which had become numb, t are once more
regaining their normal condition.
The believer must not be off guard when he knows
• See pa.gee 101, 12.'l.

t

Pe.ge 83.
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In fighting back to fre edom, the believer must wield
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much about dispossession, because there are new realms
of deception, and he must take heed not to confuse
ordinary wrestling ':' in spirit with the powers of darkness ,
with manifesta tions of their workings through possession.
When the spirits of evil see their hold coming to an
end, they never let go until the (?ause is fully removed,
and they continue to attack if the thing they have
attacked about still exists in any degree. When ''fighting
through," the enemy has various tactics to hinder the
man's deliverance ; and will dangle a thing before the mind
which is not the true cause of the possestactidcsu rof
e enemy
thThe
m 6rl sion, so as to get the believer occupied with
the fighting it, whilst he is gaining all the time, pourthrough period. ing in accusations+ upon his victim,
until he is bewildered and confused. Charges, accusations, blame, guilt, direct from the enemy, or indirectly
through others. Accusing spirits can say "You are
wrong" when you are not wrong, and vice versa; and
also say you are wrong, when you are wrong, and right
when you are right, but it is very essential that the
believer does not accept blame until he is absolutel y sure
that it is deserved, and then not from Satan's lying
spirits, who have not been appointed by God to do the
convicting work of the Holy Spirit.
When once th e truth has dawned upon the victim of
the powers of darkness , and they no longer hope to gain
by deception, their one great attack all through, from the
moment of undeceiving to final dispossession, is the
perpetual charge, "You are wrong," so as to keep the
man in ceaseless condemn ation. t The poor persecute d
believer then goes to God, and tries to get victory over
"sin," but in vain. The more he prays, the more he
appears to sink into a hopeless bog. He seems tohimself to be one mass of " sin," without hope of
freedom. But it is victory over the powers of darkness.
he needs, and he will quickly prove this when he
recognises the true cause of his trouble, and lays hold of
the Calvary Victory over Satan.
• See p&ge 251.

Scripture as the Divinely provided weapon
The verses
· •
used with 1mmed1ate euect, an d givmg
evidence of relief, indicate the specific nature of any
attack; showing by the efficacy of the weapon used the
immediat e cause of the conflict, the believer reasoning back
from the effectiveness of the weapon to the cause of the
warfare. For instance, if the text wielded is that Satan
is the "father of lies," and the believer declares that he
refuses all his lies, brings liberty from the oppression of
the enemy, it indicates that the enemy is attacking with
some of his deceptive workings. Then the believer should
not only refuse all his lies, but pray, "Lord, destroy all
the devil's lies to me."
All this simply means that in the path to freedom, the
deceived believer must act intelligently. He must know
the truth, and by the truth being received and acted upon,
he is set free. * In going down into the deception the
intelligence is unused, but in recovering freedom he must
act with deliberate knowledg e ; i.e., he goes down
"passivel y," but he must emerge to liberty actively, that
is, by the action of his whole being.
Force must be used against force. There are two
aspects of the use of force in the fight against the powers
of darkness ; one of using spirit force against spirit force
when the believer is free from possession, and the second
of physical force brought into action against th~ir power
or grip of the body. Either of t~ese the De~e1ver ~ay
suggest as "self-effort," and deceive the ma~ mto _takmg
up a passive attitude, and thus to cease his resistance
against him.
.
When the believer is fighting free from possession, he
must bring into action all the forces of his tripartite
beina, and must know the place of the spirit, the soul,
and the body, in the conflict, e.g., if evil spirits have a
hold on the muscles of the bodily frame+ there must be
effort, and use of the nmscles to dislodge them, and so in
The w_eapon of for victory over evil spirits.
Scripture.
•
•
•
a

t See S&,&n &s Accuser, p&ge■ 229 to 23ll,

• See pages 59,111, 11\1.

"

t See p osse•eion of the body, p1>11es 81,163, lT!.
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every other part of the being. The believer, therefore,
must not be afraid to use force-pure force, which simply
means ACTIVE USE OF SPIRIT, SOUL AND BODY in their
various actions. · Evil spirits, by possession, caused the
forces of the tripartite man to be inactive and passive,
and now these must be aroused to action against the
force holding them. There must be liberation of the
physical being from passivity,* as well as mind and spirit.
But resistance, i.e., action of spirit, soul or body, must
not take the place of refusal by the will.
The dang~r of A man may "fight" without any result, if
. an
• Ulrong kmd of h e d oes not fl rst II re f use."
There 1s
"fight...
brain,
evil fight, i.e., a resistance in body or
which is due to possession. If it exists it must be
refused. To be clear that this evil force is not in
operation, the believer can say, 11 I refuse all evil fight
now in spirit, soul or body." The believer may be
resisting something in himself which is the fruit of his
choice in the past, and which only his "refusal," or
revoking of his past choice, can touch in the present.
Fighting by force, or resistance, must therefore always
have at the back of it the volitional attitude of refusal.
For example in the (1) refusing stage of regaining the use
of the memory, the man says II I will to remember," and
so to speak, by the action of his will he lays hold of
freedom; then follows (2) the aotual fighting stage where
he holds the liberty he bas taken by refusal, and actively
insists upon the enemy giving way, until the memory
becomes really free from his possession. t
A few brief suggestions for attitude and action may be
added here in condensed form, for the guidance of any
who are seeking freedom from the enemy's power :
1. Keep claiming the power of the blood (Rev. xii. 11).
2. Pray for light, and face the past.
3. Resist the devil persistently in your spirit. Page 183, 255.
4. Never give up hope that you will be set free.
5. Avoid all self-introspection. Page 189.
6. Live, and pray for others, and thus keep your spirit in full
aggressive and resisting power.
• See pages 80, 161.

t Pages T5, Ull.
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Again it may be said:1. Stand daily on Rom. vi. 11; as the attitude to sin.
2. Resist the enemy (James iv. 7) daily on the ground of the
blood of Christ (Rev. xii. 11).
3. Live daily for others; i.e., outward, and not inward.

The standing on Romans vi. 11 means the attitude of
the believer reckoning himself " dead unto
The fo~tin J! on sin .. in Christ Jesus." It is a declaration
Rom. 111. 1 1 , a f d
h
eat -a gulf of death-to evil spirits
we111>onof"ictor;g. o
as well as sin ; to evil spirits working in,
through, for, instead of, or in conjunction with the man.
To resist the enemy on the ground of the blood of Christ,
means wielding the weapon of the finished work of Christ
by faith; i.e., His death for sin, freeing the trusti~g believe;
from the guilt of sin ; His death to sin on the Cross and
the believer's death with Him, freeing the man from the
power of sin, and His death victory on Calvary freeing
the believer from the power of Sata.n.
A condensed form of the principles, and conditions for
deliverance from the deception and possession of evil
spirits in any degree, may be given as follows :1. Knowledge of the possibility of deception and possession ·

'
2. Admission of actual deception and possession ;
S. Attitude of neutrality toward all past experiences (spiritual)
until truth concerning them is ascertained ;
4. Refusal of all ground to evil spirits ;
Ii. (In some cases) the casting out of evil spirits by the
authority of the Name of Christ ;
6. The believ~r taking position of death to sin (Rom. vi. 11) ;
7. The detection and refusal of all that belongs to possession ;
8. The understanding of the criterion of the true normal condition so as to gauge signs of dispossession ;
9. Active usage of the faculties so that they reach the normal
condition.

In ::mother brief form a summary of the steps to
deliverance may be given as follows : (1) Recognize persistently the true cause of bondage; i.e., the
work of an evil spirit or spirits.
(2) Choose to have absolutely nothing to do with the powers of
darkness. Frequently declare this,
(8) Do not talk or trouble about their manifestations. Recognize,
refuse and then ignore them,
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(4) Refuse and reject all their lies and excuses, as they are
recognized.
(5) Notice the thoughts, and the way in which they come, and
when, and immediately declare the attitude of Rom. vi.
11 against all the interference& of the enemy.

Hindrances to deliverance from deception and possession may again be given here briefly, as:1. Not knowing it is possible to be deceived;
2. Thinking God will not allow a believer to be deceived;
3. Saying '' I am sa.fe under the Blood," without intelligent
knowledge of conditions ;
4. Sa.ying "I ha.ve no sin," to open the door to a.n " evil spirit;"
5. Saying "I a.m doing all that God wants, so all must be right;''
without seeking to understand what the will of the Lord
is. (Eph. v. 10-17.)

Some hints on overcoming passivity of mind, are
as follows : 1. Act as far as you can, doing what you can.
2. Take the initiative, instead of passively depending on others.
3. Decide for yourself in everything you can. Do not lean on
others.
4. Live in the moment, watch a.nd pray step by step.
5, Uae your mind, and THINK-think over all you do, and say,
and are.
-

Col. III. The possession by the enemy now slowly weaken,
as the ground which he held is steadily
The Deceiver
,-as the believer fought long to obtain the ground, and the
m~intains
believer may have to fight a long time ere
resl8lance.
h e 1s
· fu11 y se t free. ··* Tbe wea kenmg
·
of
the possession, too, is according to the degree in which
the ground is removed, and if the man does not meanwhile give more ground to the foe. This makes the
deliverance gradual, it is true, but in most cases the snare
may have been gradually woven about him for many years.
Film after film may have slowly come upon the mind, t
preparing for the deception of after years.
Col. IV. Following the steady attitude of the ref1,sal of
the gronnd, light begins to break in, with the discovery
of the "excuses" the enemy is making to hide the

!'he slow weak~n- refused ' and given• up.
mg of l>OSS<SSIOn

• i.e., Experimentally, by \he release of every facuUy . (Page 93.)
The believer IB PREE potentially, as he la.ye hold of delive1·a.nce through
$ha tlni•h'!<1 work of Christ.
t Page 156.
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true location. For the persistent endeavour is to make
the man believe that the manifestations are due to some
other cause. The chief excuses over the manifestation of
possession centre around the suggestions, "it is divine,"
"natural," "physical," or else temperament, circumstances, others' wrong doing,* etc., in order to cover or
.hide the ground which is held. 13ut as the excuses
are recognized, the believer resists them, and calls the
excuses by the right name of Satan's lies.
After getting rid of the counterfeits of the Divine
workings, the difficult stage is the recognizing and gettiDg
. free from the counterfeits of the man himself. t As the
" excuses " or lies are recognized the believer becomes
more acute in detection, and less ready to accept the
"natural" and " physical " causes as true explanations,
without examination and certainty, e.g., if be "cannot
bear " to bear, or speak about a person, he asks Why?
If an attack on a certain point does not cease, he asks
Why? The truth is, a believer cannot bear things
because of attack thr01,gh possession, and he cannot do
things hecause of possession. t
Naming the "attack" is a great factor for victory.
For example, an attack may be mn.de to
. Naming the binder, then the believer must be on
attack
a factor guar d agams
· t a11 h'm d ranees, seen an d
in Victory,
unseen, which the Hinderer is placing in
-his we,y; it may be to make him impatient, then he must
be on guard over all thingi, liable to test his patience.
Tbe sooner the attack is recognized and named, the
quicker tbe weapon can be called into use to de1:1troy it.
It may be a flood of accusations of wrong doing, which
need to be recognized, or tested as to their truth. When
the Accuser charges the believer with some specific
wrong over a certain thing, and he surrenders that thing
to God, if the accusation§ does not then pass away, it
shows that it is not the true ground for the accusation,
but some . other cause hidden from view. The believer
should then seek light from God upon the hidden causes
•Seepage 175.

t Pages 122,146.

l Page 178.

§ Pages 133,229

to 232.
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according to John iii. 21; and refuse the cause of

the accusation without knowing what it is, saying, " I
refuse the cause of this attack, whatever it is, and I trust
the Lord to destroy it." But often, when the believer is
charged with being wrong over a certain thing, and it is
fought off again and again in this way, it does not pass
away. Then the true cause of the attack is possession,
and not a " thing" at all. The matter to be fought is
possession as a whole.
The true location of the deceiving spirit will often be
found in an opposite direction to the apparent one, for
they k?ow they are being exposed, and dislodged, and so
they vigorously ply an attack upon some other place to
divert attention.*
Col. V. f THE EFFECT OF THESE PRECEDING STEPS CAN
Now BE SEEN. The symptoms slowly pass
The symptoms away, and the believer, coming back to
slowly
passing away. normal conditions, finds his faculties
usable, and his thoughts once more under
the control of his volition. It is a spiritual resurrection
from a Satanic burial.
Now the one who is being freed must be on guard not
to think it is final victory, or that the deceiving spirit has
been fully dislodged because the manifestations have
ceased; nor must he think that, when the intruder has
been "cast out " ; in cases where castin g out is possible
and successful , that he is completely delivered, if there
are no actual manifes tations. It is necessary to watch
and pray as never before. The evil spirit has been
exposed, the soul has been undeceived; but the deeper
the deception the longer is the time for the film of Satan
upon the mind to be removed,t and the passivity of
the various faculties, of spirit, soul or body, to be
destroyed. To be "undeceived," does not always mean
The believer must therefore
to be fully delivered.
beware of the snare of ceasing the fight against possession
when ease comes.§
It is here that the believer needs to know himself, ao
• Page 196. t Column List, p a.ge 18f. t Page 93. § Pa.ge ~-
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as to be able to judge of the extent of his liberation; and
this he does by having a clear criterion of his true normal
condition, so as to detect whether he is above it, and
therefore strained beyond his normal poise and measure,
or below it, and therefore less capable in all the departments of his being.
For these reasons it is essential and indisp1::nsable for
full deliverance from the power of evil spirits, that a
believer knows the standard of his normal condition, and
with t hi s gauge before him, can judge of his degree of
deliverance, physically, intellectually, and
The imp~rtance spiritually, so as to fight through with
d fa1"th , un t"l
kno wmd the stea dy vol't'
of
every
1
I 10n an
true nom7al.
he stands a liberated
and
faculty is free,
man in the liberty wherewith Christ has made him free.
As he judges himself by this criterion he may say,
" Things are not the same as they were," and be then
fights through by prayer to his normal condition. The
deceiving spirits will suggest all kinds of excuses to stop
the man's advance to freedom; e.g., if he is forty years
of age, they will suggest that the "mind cannot be as
vigorous as at twenty " ; or " overwork " is the cause of
his being below what he should be, but he must not
accept reasons which appear to be "natural," IF HE HAS
BEEN A SUBJECT OF POSSESSION.':' Let the believer know
the highest measure of grace where unto he has attained, for
spirit, soul and body, and resist all attempts of the powers
of darkness to keep him below it at any time. t If he is
vigilant he will know that the lying spirits will endeavour
to deceive him about it, and he must resist their lies.
The standard of the normal, as a criterion for judging
the extent of the deliverance from the powers of darkness,
when they have once gained a hold through passivity,
can be seen in the diagram on pa.ge 195. There is a.
normal of spirit, of mind, and of body.
Some practical ways of keeping the mind in its normal
working condition, may be briefly suggested as follows :(a) ATTITUDE TO THE PAST. There should be no
t Page 93. Phil. iii. 15, 16.
• Pages 175, 201 .
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"regrets ," or brooding over things donP, or undone. This
is an ordinary operatio n of the mind in thinking over the
past, entangle d into an evil kind of thinking which is
generall y described as "broodi ng."':' The believer must
learn to discern for himself when he is simply" thinking ,"
or being drawn into a state of "regrett ing " or brooding.
For victory in the life, there must be victory in regard to
tbe past, with all its failures. The good of the past causes
no trouble to the mind , but only the real or supposed
evil. This should be dealt with by dealing with God, on
the ground of 1 John i. 7, and thus the believer be
delivered from it.
In regainin g the normal working of the mind, it needs
first to be brought into action, and then
Regaining
into balanced action. This is very difficult,
the
and at times impossible, whilst there is
normal.
evil spirit possession. Pos~ssi on must
therefor e pass away before balanced working is restored.
This principle applies to every faculty.
(b) THE ATTITUDE TO THE FUTURE. The same may
be said in the action of the mind in regard to the future.
It is lawful to think of the past and think of the future,
so long as the evil state of "broodi ng," brought about by
sin, or Satan, is not yielded to.
(c) THE ATTITUDE TO EVIL SPIRI'rS. They must not
be permitted to interfere, by tho believer seeing to it that
no new g1 ound is given to them, either for possession, or
interference.
(d) THE AT'rITUDE TO THE PRESENT MOMENT. This
should be a steady concent ration of mind upon the duties
of the moment , keeping it in active readines s for use as
occasion requires. This does not mean ceaseless activity,
for activity of the mind so that it is never a.t rest, can be
a symptom of possession. t
The believer must understa nd that the regainin g of
the facile use of the faculties, and the maintain ance of
the mind in healthy condition, after passive su.r render to
evil spirits, will mean a steady fight with the powers of
• Page 159,

t Page Oil.
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darkness, which will require the use of the
The weapon weapons of warfare given in the Word of
of the Word of
. d
· ce.
God.
God, as tne
an d prove d by expenen
Weapons, for instance, such as the truth
in the text, "Suffici ent for the di1y is the evil thereof, "
for resisting brooding over the past; or torturin g pictures
of the future; "Resist the devil and he will flee from
you," when the pressure of the enemy is severe; and
other "fightin g" texts, which will prove tr:ily to be the
"sword of the Spirit" to thrust at the enemy, in the evil
day of his onslau ght upon the escaping believer.
(e) THE STEADY ATTITUDE OR ACTION OF THE WILL.
In keeping the mind in normal working condition, free
from the interfere nce of the enemy, the believer should
maintain the attitude of tha will steadily set ; i.e., " I
will -that my mind shall not be passive; " " I will to
have full control of, and to use my faculties ; " " I
will to recognize everythi ng that comes from demonpossessi on; " all of which declares the CH_Q.lQJl: of the
man rather than his determination to do these things.
'
.....
The powers of darknes s are n_'!.ot affected by mere determmation--i.e., r esolve- but they are render ed powerless
by the---;_ct of volition definitel y choosing, iJ! the str~gth
given of God, to stand against them.
Col.~ The believer now find s the following remlts
in experience. He has clear vision in the
The ~esults in light of God, of the enemy's workings,
cxpder,l~nce u,dhen without fear; a clear mind, intellige ntly
e 1oere .
. .
in exercise in all its actions; a calm dems10n
of the will, with a strong pure spirit in resisting, without
hesitation, all he sees to be of the Adversary. Instead of
acceptan ce of the enemy's working s, there is an establish ed
attitude of refusal; instead of a lie in the mind there is
truth; instead of ignoranc e there is knowledge.
The delivered believer now has a deep longing for the
deliverance of others he sees to be in the net of the
fowler; acute insight into the devil's true characte r
in his bitter enmity to Christ and His redeeme d ; past
perplexities in spiritua l experiences are now clearly
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understood, and the Adversary detected where it was
little thought be had a place; · the und eceived one now
seeing with astonishmen t the "naturalnes s " of his
supernatural workings. This man is never off guard
now, but always alert, watching against the powers of
darkness, whilst relying upon the strength of God, and
there is a manifest development of resisting power
against the wicked spirits attacking him in the heavenly
places, instead of the weak and passive attitude of the
pa.st, which enabled them to binder or mislead him.
The steps to deliverance which have been given, deal
with the PRACTICAL ASPECT OF THE BELIEVER'S ACTIONS.
On the Divine side, the victory bas been
, aI;ld Satan
and hiR deceiving spirits have been conquered, l?_ut the
actual liberation of the believer demands his ACTIVE
co-OPERATION WITH THE HoLY SPIRIT, and the steady
exercise of his volition, choosing freedom instead of
bondage, and the normal use of every faculty of his
being, set at liberty from the bondage of the enemy.
"He that doetb the truth cometh to the light" (John
iii. 21) said the Lord. Evil spirits hate scrutiny, and
so work under cover with deception and lies. The
believer must come to the light of God for His light
upon all spiritual experiences, as well as all other
<lepartm ents of th e life, if he is to " cast off th e works of
darkness " (Rom. xiii. 12) and put on the armour of God
-the armour of light.
The Blood of J esus Christ , God's Son, cleanseth us
from all sin, if we walk in the light; but
Th, Scripture the light must shine in for the soul
to walk
aspect of
deliverance. in it. The evil spirits can be cast out in
the Name of the Lord Jesus, but the
GROUND THEY HAVE GAINED CAN ONLY BE REMOVED BY
THE INTELLIGENT CHOICE OF THE WILL REFUSING the
.ground given to them, and appropriating the deliverance
by death with Christ on Calvary.
See also " Supplementary Notes " : " Summary of ground."

CHAPT ER IX.
The Volition and Spirit of Man.
The basic principle of co-opsration, and not passive control-God works
)Yith- the active co-action of tlie will of the believer-when Paul said "I
labour'' he did not mean automatic working-Christ as the perfect example
-Jnffis co-working with the Father--man's fall when he yielded his will to
Satan-Christ's redemption for man on the Cross-salvation wrought out in
the man by his deliberate choice and action of will-the will of the redeemed
man ruling spirit, soul and body-the first need is regeneratioa of the human
spirit-the fruit of the Spirit is self-control-the Holy Spirit brings the
volition into harmony with God's will-the New Testament emphas's on the
decisive action of the believer-the call to man lo work out his own salvation
-the restoration of a will free to choose God's will deprives Satan of powerthe devil's gain through usage of hypnotic power, thought reading, and will
controlling- danger of all forms of healing by suggestion-actio n of will
requires knowledge--the spirit indwelt by the Holy Spirit at the back of
the will-the organism of the spirit-the separation of soul and spiritvolitional control over the spirit- quenching the Spirit-how believers ignore
their own spirit-how this ignorance opens the door to deceiving spirits_1wallcing after the spirit and minding the spirit-the danger of the human
spirit not co -worlcing with the Holy Spirit-the danger of misreading the
/' action of the human spirit as the Holy Spirit-fsome of the laws governing
tlie spirit life-,.--the believer should know when his spirit is touched by the
spirits of evil- trne guidance after the Spirit- the mind and spirit should be
in accord- many walk "after the soul " and think they arc spiritual- the
counterfeit of the spirit, and how it is produced-physical consciousness
diverts the mind from reading the spirit- with many the senses of the body are
too much in prominence--the efforts of evil spirits to draw the believer
into the sense life---some descriptions of the spirit and its characteristics-the need of the Church.

T is now necessary to see from the Scriptures the true
way in which God works in the believer, in contra/
distinction to the way of Satan and his wicked
spirits; for the principle of co-operation with God,* and
not passive control by Him, must be fully understood, not
only as the basis of deliverance from deception and
possession, but also as the basis for the warfare which
will be dealt with in our next chapter.
Briefly, it may be said that the Holy Spirit dwelling in
the regenerate human spirit, energizes and works through
the faculties of the soul and the members of the body,
• Cf . pages 50, 11, 105, 108, 161.
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only in and with, the active co-operation of the WILL of
the believer, i.e., God in the spirit of man, does not use
the man's hand apart from the "I will use my hand" of
the man himself.*
When Paul said, " His working, which worketh in me
mightily " (Col. i. 29), he first said, " I labour according
to " His working. The " I labour " did not mean that
hands and feet and mind worked automatically in responss
to a Divine energizing, as the engine works
Co-operation with in response to the steam, but at the back
God dotes nott·
m,an au oma ,c of the " I labour " was the full action of
working.
Paul's will, saying "I choose to labour,"
and " as I labour, God's power and energy
energizes me in the acting," so that it is "I who live and
move and work," and" yet not I, but Christ- the 'Spirit
of Christ' in me." (See Gal. ii. 20; Phil. i. 19.)
It was so in the Greater than Paul, Who said, "I
came not to do Mine own will, but the will of Him that
sent Me," "The Son can do nothing of Himself ," and
yet He said also, "My Father worketh hitherto and I
work." "The works that I do shall ye do also!" He
had a separate will, but He came not to do His own will,
but the will of the Father, and He was doing the Father's
will when He said to the one who sought His healing
power, "I WILL, be thou clean I "
Thus it should be in Lhe lifc of the believer. Granted
the essential union of his will with the will of God, and
the energizing power of the Holy Spirit, by his own
delibera te choice of harmon y with that Holy Will, the
believer is to actively use his will in ruling himself in
spirit, soul and body. God dwelling in his spirit coworking with him through his exercised volition. t
For deliverance from the power of sin and protecti on
from deceiving spirits in their workings, it is importa nt
to have a clear apprehe nsion of God's purpose in redemption. God created man, with dominion over himself.
This dominion was exercised by his act of will, even as
it was by his Crea.tor. But man fell, and, in his fa.ti,
• Cf. page• TO, '11.
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yielded his will to the rule of Sa.tan, who from that time
by the agency of his ev_il spirits has ruled the _world,
through the enslaved will of fallen man. Christ the
Second Adam came, and taking the place of man, chose
obedience to the Father's will, and never for one moment
diverged from His perfect co-operation with that will.
In the wilderne ss He refused to exercise the Divine
power at the will of Satan, and in Gethsem ane in
suffering His will never wavered in the choice of the
Father's will. A Man He willed the will of God right
through , becoming obedient even unto death, thus
regainin g for regenera ted man, not only reconciliation
with God, but liberty from Sa.tan s thraldom , and the
restorat ion of man's, renewed and sanctified
God godoerns tbhe
,;, delibera tely
renewe man y will to its place of free action,
.
• _
his co-acting and intellige ntly exercise d m harmon y
will.
with the will of God.
Christ wrough t out for man upon Calvary 's Cross
salvation of §B.irit, sgul, and body, from the dominion of
sin and Satan; but that full salvatio n is wrought out in
tbe believer throu gh the central action of the will, as he
deliberately chooses the will of God for each departm ent
of his tripartit e nature.
The will of the man united to the will of God-an d
thus having the energizin~ power of Go~ _w~rking with
ii.is volition -is to rule his (1) "own spirit (see Prov.
/
xxv. 28 ; 1 Cor. xiv. 32) ; (2) thoughts or 'mind
(Col. tii. 2) inclusive of all the soul-pow ers; and (3) body
(1 Cur ix. 27), and when, by the appropr iation of ~od's
freeing power from slavery to sin and Satan, the believer
recra.ins free action of his will so that he gladly and
sp~ntan eously wills the will of God, and a.s a renewed
man re-takes dominion over spirit, soul and body, he
reigns in life" through .. Jesus Christ" (Rom v. 17).
But the natural man does not reach this stage of
renewal and liberation of his will, without first knowing
the regenera tion of his own human spirit. God is not
in fallen man until the moment of his new b·i rth

t Cf. pages H, 15.

• Cf. p&gP.s 66, 10-2, 131

0

210

War on the Saints.

(Ephes. ii. 12; iii. 16; John iii. 5-8). He must be " begotten
of God;" the very fact of such a begetting being necessary,
declares the non-existence of Divine life
The "natural" in him previously. After such a begetting1
()ersus the
. .
· 's1>iritual" man. it lS also necessary to understand that the
regenerated ma.n does not, as a rule,
immediately become a spiritual man, i.e., a man wholly
dominated by, and walking after the spirit.
At first the regenerated man is but a "babe in Christ,"
manifesting many of the characteristics of the natural
man in jealousy, strife,* etc., until be apprehends the
need of a fuller reception of the Holy Spirit to dwell in
the regenerated spirit as His sanctuary.
The unregenerate man is wholly dominated by
soul and body. The regenerate man bas his spirit (1)
quickened, and (2) indwelt by the Holy Spirit, yet may
be governed by soul and body because his spirit is
compressed and bound. The spiritual man has his spirit
liberated from bondage to the soul (Heb. iv. 12) to be the
organ of the Holy Spirit in mind and body.
It is then that, by the Holy Spirit's power, his volition
is brought into harmony with God in all His laws and
purposes, and the whole outer man into self-control.
Thus it is written " The fruit of the Spirit . . . is selfe ontrol" (Gal. v. 23, m). It is not only love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, and gentleness, manifested through the
channel of the soul- the personality- but in a true
dominion over the world of himself, (1) every thought
brought into captivity, in the same obedience to
the will of the Father as was manifested in Christ
(2 Cor. x. 5); (2) his spirit "ruled" also from the
chamber of the will, so that he is of a "cool spirit "
and can "keep back" or utter at his will what is in his
spirit as well as what is in his mind (Prov. xvii. 27, m.),
and (3) his body so obedient to the helm of the will,
that it is a disciplined and alert instrument for God
to en ergize and empower; that body an instrument to
be handled intelligently as a vehicle for service, and not
• Bee 1 Cor. iii, 1-4 .
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any longer master of the man, or the mere tool of SataD
and unruly desires.
All this is fully made clear in the New Testament
Epistles. " Our old man was crucified with Him " is
11aid of the work of Christ at Calvary, but on the part of
the one who desires this potential fact made true in hi2
life, he is called upon to declare his attitude
T~~ call t~ of choice with decisive action both in the
dec111()e action
•
, .
' •
of the will.
negative and pos1t1ve posit10ns.
The
Apostle appeals again and again to the
redeemed believer to act decisively with his will, as the
following few passages show : N•tati••·

Po,itioe.

C&1t off the works of darlmeas."
Rom. xiii, 12.
... Put away the old man.''
Eph. iv. 22.
"Put off the old man with his doings."
Col. iii. 9.
h

•• Put to death your members. ·•

Col. iii. 5.

" Pat off the body of the flesh. "

Col. ii. 11.

·• Put on the armour of light.••

Rom. xiii, 12.
•• Put on the new man.''
Eph. iv. 24.
·• Put on the new man. ..

Col. iii. 10.
11

Present your members unto God."

Rom, vi. 13.
"Put on the Lord Je1u1Chri, t, and make
no provi1ion for the fl11h."

Rom. xiii. 14.

See al10 E phea. vi. 13, 16,
•· Take up the whole
armour • •• ••

•· Put on a heart of compa11ion."
Col. iii. 12.
{ " Put on the whole armour of God."
Eph. vi. 11.

All these passaf!eS describe a decisive act of the
will, not toward exterior things, but toward things in
an unseen, immaterial sphere, incidentally showing the
effect in the spiritual sphere of a man's volitional action.*
They also emphasize the effect of the decisive use of the
will of man, when it acts in harmony with the liberating
pow,r of Christ. C~ t has done the work on Calvary's
but_that work is applied in fac t through the action
of the believer's own will, acting as if he himself had
power to "cast off" the invisible works of darkness, and
ftnding with this tt,ction of his will, the co-working of the
Spirit of God making the casting off effectual
In saving the man, God calls him into co-action with
.Himself, to "work out his own salvation,"+ for it is God

9!0~,

• See page 102.

t Phil. ii. 12-15.
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Who works with and in him, to enable him to will and
to do His pleasure.
In the hour of his regeneration God gives to man the
decisive liberty of will to rule over himself, as he walks in
fellowship with God. And by this restoration of a will free
to act in choosing for God, SATAN LOSES HIS POWER .
Sa.tan . is the god of this world, and he
God ca 11s a man
.
into co-action rules the world through the will of men
for his .
enslaved by him, enslaved not only directly•
own safoation. but indirectly, by bis inciting men to
enslave one another, and to covet the power of "influence,"
whereas they should work with God to restore to every
man the freedom of bis own personal volition, and the
power of choice to do right because it is right, obtained
for them at Calvary,
In this direction we can see the working of the
world-ruler.s of darkness in the realm which they govern,_
directly in atmospheric influence, and indirectly through
men, in (1) hypnotic suggestion;:' (2) thought reading, (3)
will controlling, and other forms of invisible force,
sometimes employed for the supposed good of others.
The danger of all forms of healing by "suggestion,"
and all kindred methods of seeking to benefit men in
rhysical or mental ways, lies in their bringing about a.
passivity of the will, t and mental powers, which lays them
open to Satanic influences later on.
The liberation of the will from its passive condition,
and control by the prince of this world,
The be/ieoer' s takes place when the believer sees his right
deci;ff:~fwill. of choice, and begins to deliberately place
bis will on God's side, and thus choose,
the will of God. Until the will is fully liberated foraction, it is helpful for the believer to assert his decision
frequently by saying, " I choose the will of God, and I
refuse the will of Satan." The soul may not even be
able to distinguish which is which,i but the declaration
• The deceivin(l spirits use hypnotism as an excus_e, or opportunity, for
their manifestation. It is but a means for producmg the paas1ve s1ia.te-

1ihey require for their workings.

t See Chapter IV. on P&ssivity.

t Page 60.
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_is having effect in the unseen world, i.e., God works
by His Spirit in the man as he chooses His will,
energizing him through his volition to continually refuse
the claims of sin and Satan ; and Satan is thereby
rendered more and more powerless, whilst the man is
stepping out into the salvation obtained potentially for
him at Calvary, and God is gaining once more a loyal
subject in a rebellious world.
On the part of the believer the action of the will is
governed by the understanding of the mind, i.e., the mind
sees what to do, the will chooses to do it, and then from
the spirit comes the power to fulfil the choice of the will,
and the knowledge of the mind. For example, the man
(1) sees that he should speak, (2) he chooses or wills to
speak, (3) he draws upon the power in his spirit to carry
out bis decisions. This means knowledge of how to use
the spirit, and the necessity of knowing the laws of the
spirit, so as to fully co-operate with the Holy Ghost.
But the believer thus co-operating with God in the use
of his volition, must understand that the
T~e spirit
choice of the will is not sufficient alone n.s
energ11:ed by the
,
.
., '
Holy Spirit at we see by Paul s words m Rom vu. 18.
the bac~ of the "To will is present with me, but to do •.•
will.
is not." Throu gh the spirit, and by the
strengthening of the Holy Spirit in the " inward man"
(the regenerate human spirit*-Eph. iii. 16), is the
liberated will desirous and determined to do God's will,
empowered to carry out its choice. " It is God which
worketh in you .. to will," i.e., to enable the believer to
decide or choose. Then it is "God which worketh in
you .. to do Hif! pleasure" (Phil. ii. 13), i.e., energizes
the believer with power to carry out the choice.
That is, God gives the power to do, from the spirit
where He dwells, and by the believer understanding the
using of bis spirit, as clearly as he understands the use
(1) of his will, (2) of his mind, or (3) of his body. He
must know how to discern the sense of bis spirit, so as
to understand the will of God, before he can do it.
• Bishop Moule.
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That the human spirit is a distinct
organism,* as separate from the soul and
body, is very clearly recognised in the
Scriptures, as these few verses show.

"The spirit of man."

I Cor. ii. 11.

"My spirit prayeth."

•• The Spirit Himself beateth witness
withourspirit."
Rom.viii, 16.

"' . .. my spirit .. ."'
"Reliefinmyspirit. ..

J Coo. xiv. 14.
J

Cur. v. 4.

+ 2Cor.ii. 13.

There is also 11, separation of "soul and spirit" required
and carried out by the Word of God-the sword of the
Spirit-made known in Heb. iv. 12, because through
the Fall, the spirit in union with God which once ruled
and dominated soul and body, fell from the predominant
position into the vessel of the soul! and could no longer
rule. In the" new birth" which the Lord told Nicodemus
was necessary for every man, the regeneration of the
fallen spirit takes place. "That which is born of the
Spirit is spirit" (John iii . 6), "a new spirit will I put
within you" (Ezck. xxxvi. 26), and through the apprehension of the death of the old creation with Christ as
set fo rth in Rom. vi. 6, is the new spirit liberated, divided
from the soul, and joined to the Risen Lord. "Dead to
the law . . . joined to Another . . having died . . . that
we might serve in newness of the spirit" (Rom. vii. 4-6).
The believer's life is therefore to be a walk "after the
spirit" minding" the things of the spirit" (Rom . viii. 4-5).
In the R. V. th e word "spirit" is not written with a capital
" S " denoting th e Spirit of God, but with a small "s"
as referring to the spirit of man. But the believer can
only thus walk "after the spirit," if the Spirit of God
dwells in him (Rom. viii. 9), the Holy Spirit lifting his
spirit to the place of rule over soul and body-" flesh,"
both ethically and physically-by joining it to the Risen
Lord, and making it" one spirit" with Him (1 Cor. vi. 17).
That the believer retains volitional control over his
?wn spirit is the important point to note, and through
ignorance he oan wibhdraw his spirit from co-operation
with the Holy Spirit, :i.nd thus, so to speak, "walk" after
• See Appe_ndix.
tSee,_too, Psalm luvli.3; lxxvil. 6; Dan. Tii. 15;
E~ek. "·' · 14; Ezek. xi. 19; Rom, vii. 6; Acts xix. 91; 9 Cor. vii. 13 •
1 ..::or. v,. 18.
I F aussett.
'
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the soul, or after the flesh unwittingly. A surrendered
will to do the will of God, is therefore no guarantee that
he is doing that will- he must understand what the will
of the Lord is (Eph. v. 17), and for the doing of that
will seek to be filled in spirit to the utmost of his
capacity.
The knowledge tha.t the Spirit of God has come to
indwell the shrine of the spirit, is not enough to guarantee
that the believer will continue to walk in the spirit, and not
fulfil the lusts of the flesh (Gal. v. 16). If he "lives" by
the Spirit he must learn how to walk by the Spirit, and
for this understand how to "combine" and "compare"
spiritual things with spiritual (1 Cor. ii. 13, R.v. margin),
so as to interpret truly the things of the spirit of God,
exercising the spirit faculty by which he is able to examine
all things, and discern the mind of the Lord.
Such a believer should know how to walk after the
spirit, so that he does not quench its action, movements
or moni tions as it is moved or exercised by the Spirit of
God, cultivating its strength by use, so that he becomes
"stron in spiri t" (Luke i. 80), and a truly spiritual
man of "full age" in thA Church of God (1 Cor. ii. 6;
Heb. vi. 1).
Many believers are not intelligently conscious that
they have a "spirit" or else they imagine
. How believers
that every experience which takes place in
ignore tlie human th
. senses 1s
. spirit
. . or
spirit
e rea l m of th eir
"spiritual,"+ 1f they seek a Baptism of
the Holy Spirit, and become conscious of His indwelling,
believers sometimes think that then He alone acts in
them, and they are infallibly, or specially guided by Him,
with the result that everything which takes place in their
inner life is necessarily His working.
In these three ca.ses the man's own spirit is left out of
account. In the first instance, the believer's religious
life is, if we may say so "spiritually mental," that is the
,nind is illuminated and enjoys spiritaal truth, but what.
•see also 1 Pet. iii. 18. and 1 Pet. iv. 6.
for Christ nncl His members.

The same l&w of dea.th
t See p•ge 82.
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" spirit" means he does not clearly know; in the second
the believer is really "soul-ish" although he thinks he
is SBiritual; and in the case where the believer thinks
that the Holy Spirit's indwelling means every movement
to be of Him, he becomes specially open to the deception
of evil spirits counterfeiting the Holy Spirit, because
without discrimination he attributes all inner " movements" or experiences to Him.
In this case the man's spirit comes into action, a.nd
into his cognizance through the reception of the
Holy Spirit, but believers need then to understand
that the Holy Spirit does not act through them as a
passive channel, but requires them to know how to
co-work with Him in spirit, otherwise their" own spirit"
-the human spirit-can act apart from Him whilst
/
1 they may think He alone is the source of action.
Walking "after the spirit," and "minding the spirit,"
does not only mean mind and body
The hnman spirit subservient to the spirit but the man's
co-working with
. .
.
' -:-the Holy Spirit. own spmt co-workmg with the _Holy
~pirit in the daily life, and all the occasions
~ of life. To do this, the believer needR to know the laws
~ of the spirit, not only the conditions necessary for the
Holy Spirit's working, but the laws governing his own
spirit, so that it may be kept open to the Spirit of God.
When the Holy Spirit takes the spirit of man !~S His
sanctuary, evil spirits aLtack the spirit to get it out of
co-working with God. They first get access to mind or
body, their object being to close the outlet of the Spirit of
God dwelling at the centre; or when the man is" spiritual,"
and the mind and body is subservient to the spirit, the
spiritual forces of Satan can come into DIRECT CONTACT
with the spirit, and then follows the" wrestling" referred
to by Paul (Eph. vi. 12).*
If the man becomes '' spiritual "t through the Baptism
of the Spirit, and yet is ignorant of the laws of the
spirit, especially the tactics of Satan, he is liable to yield
to an onslaught of deceiving spirits by which they (1)
•See" Wrestling and what it means," page 247.

t Cf pages 50 to 53.
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force his spirit into strained ecstasy, or elation, or (2)
press it down, as it were into a vice. In the former he
is given "visions" and revelations which appear to be
divine,-+: but afterwards are proved to have been of the
enemy, by their passing away with no results; in the
latter the man sinks into darkness and deadness as if he
had lost all knowledge of God. t
When the believer understands these direct onslaughts
of wicked spirits, he becomes able to discern the condition
of his spirit, and to retain control over it,
The believer's refusing all forced elation and strain, and
control over his
• • a11 we1g
· h ts an d pressure t o d rive
·
spirit.
res1stmg
it below the normal poise, in which it is
capable of co-operation with the Spirit of God.
The danger of the human spirit acting out of cooperation with the Holy Spirit, and becoming driven or
influenced by deceiving spirits is a very serious one, and
can be increasingly detected by those who walk softly
and humbly with God, e.g., a man is liable to think his
own masterful spirit is an evidence of the power of God,
because in other directions be sees the Holy Spirit using
him in winning souls ; another may have a flood of
indignation inserted into his spirit, which he pours out
thinking it is all of God, whilst others shrink and
are conscious of a harsh note which is clearly not
of God.
This influence on the human spirit by evil spirits
counterfeiting the Divine workings, or even the workings
of the man himself, because be is out of co-working with
the Holy Spirit, needs to be understood and detected by
the believer who seeks to walk with God. He needs to
know that· because he is spiritual his "spirit" is open to
two forces of the spirit realm,t and if he thinks that only
the Holy Spirit can influence him in the spiritual sphere,
he is sure to be misled. If it were so, he would become
infallible, but be needs to watch and pray, and seek to
have the eyes of his understanding enlightened to know
the true workings of God.
• Pa.ge 151,

t Cf. pages 79. 80.

t Pages 51 to 53 09.
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Some of the lawg governing the spirit life may be
sull'marize d briefly as follows :-(1) Tbe
So'!'• lahuis
believer must know what is spirit, and how
goo,rnmg t • tru.
.
. •
spirit /if,.
to give heed to the demands of the spmt,
and not quench it, e.g., a weight comes on
his spirit, but he goes on with his work, putting up with
the pressure ; he finds the work hard, but he has no time
to investigate the cause, until at last the weight becomes
unendurab le, and he is forced to stop and see what is the
matter, whereas he should have given heed to the claims of
the spirit at the first, and in a. brief prayer taken the
" weight " to God, refusing all pressure from the foe.
(2) He should be able to read his spirit, and know at
once when it is-out of co-operation with the Holy Spirit,
quickly refusing all attacks which are drawing his spirit
out of the poise of fellowship with God.
(3) He should know when his spirit is touched by the,
poison of the spirits of evil;* by the injection, for instance,
of sadness, soreness, complaint, grumbling, fault-finding,
touchiness , bitterness, feeling hurt, jealousy, eto.-all
direct from the enemy to the spirit. He should resist
all sadness, gloom, and grumbling injected into his spirit,
for the victory life of a. freed spirit means joyfulness
(Gal. v. 22). Believers- think that sadn~s has to do
with their disposition, and yield to it without a thought
of resistance or reasoning out the cause. If they a.re
asked if a man with a strong disposition to steal
should yield to it, they would at once a.newer "no," yet.
lhey yield to other "dispositi ons" less manifestly wrong,
Nithout question.
In the stress of conflict, when the believer finds that.
he enemy succeeds in reaching his spirit with any of
lhese " fiery darts," he should know how to immediate ly
pray against the attack asking God to destroy the causes
of it. It should be noted that this touching of the spirit
by the various things just named is not the manifestat ion
of the "works of the flesh," when the believer is one
who knows the life after the spirit; although they will.
•i.e.," l!ery dart•" (H:phee. vi. 16),

,o be quenched by the shield of f11,ith.
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quickly teach the sphere of the flesh if not recognized,
and dealt with in sharp refusal and resistance.
(4) He should know when his spirit is in the right
position of dominance over soul and_ bod,:, and yet _not
driven beyond due measure by the ex1genc1es of oonihot*
or environme nt. There are three conditions of the spirit
which Ghe believer should be able to disoern and deal
with, i.e. :(1) The spirit depressed, i.e., crushed or" down."
(2) The spirit in its right position, in poise and calm
control.
(3) The spirit drawn out beyond "poise," when it
is in strain, or driven, or in "flight."
When the man walks after the spirit, and discerns it to
be in e1Gher of these conditions, he knows how to "lift"
it when it is depressed; and how to chec~ the over-action
by a quiet act of his volition, when it is drawn out of
~se by over-eagerness,.or drive of spiritual foes.
In "guidance ," the believer should understand that
when there is no action in his spirit, he
Som• light on should use his mind.
If in everything
t;ue tghui,la~c! there must be the " Amen" in the spirit,
a1 ter e spm 1.
there is no use for the brain at all, but the
SPIRIT DOES NOT ALWAYS SPEAK.
There are times when
it should be left in abeyance. ln all guidance the mind
decides the course of action, not only from the feelin in
the spirit, but by the li lit in the mind.
, In coming to a decision, the deciding i,;; an act of mind
( and will, bn.sed u~o~, either me_ntal process(of reasoning,
\ or sense of the spmt, or both, i.e. :1. Decision by mental process, reasoning, or
2. Deci;iion by sense of the spirit: i .e,, movement,
impelling; drawing or restraint; spirit as if
" dead" -no response. Contractio n of spirit;
openness of spirit; fulnese of spirit; compression
of spirit; burden on spirit; wrestling in spirit;
resisting in spirit. t
God has three ways of communic ating His will to men.
•_S9~j"Wre9tlin g." P age 217.

+er.

Actsxviii.5; :six.21; u.92.
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By (1) vision to the mind, which is very rare, and can be
given only to very matured spiritual men, such as Moses;
(2) understa nding by the mind ; and (3) consciou sness to
the spirit, that is, by light to the mind, and consciou sness
in spirit. In true guidanc e, * spirit and mind are of one
accord, and the intellige nce is not in rebellion against
tµe leading in the spirit, as it is so often in counterf eit
guidanc e by evil spirits, when the man is COMPELLED TO
ACT, in obedience to what he thinks is of God, supernaturall y given, and fears to disobey. t
This all refers to guidanc e from the subjecti ve
standpo int, but it must be emphasi zed in addition ,
that ALL TRUE GUIDANCE FROM Gon IS IN HARMONY
WITH THE SCRIPTURES. The "unders tanding " of the
will of God by the mind, depends upon the mind being
saturate d with the knowled ge of the written Word; and
true " consciou sness in the spirit" depends upon its
union with Christ through the indwelling Spirit of God.
The mind should never be dropped into abeyanc e.*
The human spirit can be influenced by the mind, therefore, the believer should keep his mind in purity, and unbiassed; as well as an unbiasse d volition. Passivit y can
be produce d by seeking for a" leading" in the spirit all day,
when there ma.y be no action in the spirit to go by. When
there is no moveme nt, or "draw," or "leadin g" in the
spirit, then the mind should be used in reliance upon the
promise of God, "the meek will He guide in judgmen t."
(Pa. xxv. 9.) An example of this use of the mind, when
Paul had no consciou sness in his spirit of any special
guidanc e from God, is clearly given by him when he
wrote to the Corinth ians that in one matter he had
comman dment (1 Cor. vii. 10), but in another he ea.id,
"I have no comman dment of the Lord, but I give my
judgme nt" (1 Cor. vii. 25); in the one case he had the
guidanc e through his spirit; in the other he used his mind,
and clearly said so-see verse 40-"aft er my judgmen t."
Throug i ora
large majority of believers walk
"after the soul," i.e., their mind and emotions, a n d ~
• Page 136.

t Pages

142, 144.

i Ct. pages

76, 114, 151.
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they are" walking after the spirit." 'rhe Satanic forces
know this right well, and use all their wiles to draw the
believer to live in his soul or body, sometim es flashing
visions to the mind or giving exquisite sensatio ns of joy,
buoyanc y of life, etc., to the body, and the believer "walks
after the soul," and " after the body " as he follows these
things, believing that he is following the Spirit of God. *
Dependi ng upon superna tural things given from outside,
or spiritual experien ces in the sens_e. realm, checks t~e
inward spiritual life through the s mt. By the experiences of the senses, instead of living in the true sphere of
the spirit, the believer is drawn out to liv~ in the out~r
man of his body; and ceasing to act from his centre, he 1s
caught by the outer workings of the superna tural in his
circumference, and loses the inner co-opera tion with God.
The devil's scheme is therefore to make the believer cease
walking after the spirit, and to draw him out into the
realm of soul or body. Then the .32irit, which is the
organ of the Holy Spirit in conflict against a spiritual foe,
drops into abeyanc e and is ignored, because the believer
is occupied with the sense-experience. It is then practically out of action, either for guidance, power in service,
or conflict. t
Evil spirits then seek to create a counterf eit of the
spirit, and they do this by getting a footing
The counterfeit in the person so as to produce other feelings
, of th e. ·t than those of the spirit, then when these
naman sp1r1.
get a hold they become strong enough to
silence or overpow er the true spirit-ac tion, or spiritual
feelings.t If the believer is ignorant of the tactics of the
enemy in this way, he lets go the true spirit-a ction-o r
allows it to sink into disuse- and follows the counterfeit
spiritual feelings, thinking he is walking after the spirit
all the time.
When the true spirit-ac tion ceases, the evil spirits
suggest that God now guides through the " renewed
mind," which is an a.ttempt to hide their workings, and
the man's disuse of his spirit. On the cessatio n of the.
• Page 82.

t Page BO.

t Cf. pages 131, 132, 137,
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spirit co-operation wiih the Holy Spirit,* and counterfeit
"spirit" feelings taking place in the body, counterfeit
light to the mind, reasoning, judging, etc., follows, t the
man thus walking after mind and body, and not after the
spirit, with the true illumination of the mind which
comes from the full operation of the Holy Spirit.
To further interfere with the true spirit life, the
deceiving spirits seek to counterfeit the action of the
spirit in burden and anguish. This they do by first giving
a fictitious "Divine love " to the person, the faculty
receiving it being the affections. When these affections
are grasped fully by the deceivers, the sense of love passes
away, and the man thinks he has lost God and all
communion with God. Then follow feelings of constraint
and restraint, which will develop into acute suffering,
which the believer then thinks is in the spirit, and of
God. Now he goes by these f eelings, calling them
"anguish in the spirit," "groaning in the spirit," etc.,
whilst the deceiving spirits through the sufferings given
by them in the affections, compel the man to do their will.
All h sical con_§_cio_usne~ 9l. su ernaturaLthings,, and
:even undue consciousness of natural things, should be refused, as this diverts the mind from walking after the spirit,
and sets it upon the bodily sensations. Physical consciousness is also an obstacle to the continuous concentration of
the mind, and in a spiritual believer an" attack" of physical
"consciousness " made use of by the enemy, may break
concentration of the mind, and bring a cloud upon the
spirit,t therefore the body should be kept calm,
and under full control. Fw this reason excessive
laughter should be avoided, and all " rushing" which
rouses the physical life to the extent of dominating mind
and spirit. Believers who desire to be" spiritual " and of
"full age " in the life in God, should avoid excess,
extravagance, and extremes in all things (See 1 Cor.
ix. 25-27.)
Because of the domination of the physical part of the
man, and the emphasis placed upon supernatural
• Cf. Pa11es 215 l o 217.

t P ages 122, 137.

: Paae 82.

223

experiences in the body, the body is made to do the
work of the spirit, and is forced into a prominence, which
hides the true spirit life. It feels the pressure, feels the
conflict, and THUS BECOMES THE SENSE INSTEAD OF THE
SPIRIT. *
Believers do not perceive where they feel. If
they are questioned as to where they "feel," they cannot
answer.
They should learn to discriminate, and
know how to discern the feelings of the spirit,
which are neither emotional (soulish), or physical. (See
for example Mark viii. 12 ; John xiii. 21; Acts xviii. 5, A. v.)
The spirit may be likened to the electric light. If the
man's spirit is in contact with the Spirit of
Some Jmri1>tion, God it is full of light, apart from Him it is
the :tirit.
darkness. Indwelt by Him " the spirit of
man is the candle of the Lord" (Prov. xx.
27). The spirit may also be likened to elastic; when it is
bound, or pressed, or weighted, it ceases to act, or to be
the source of power and "spring," so to speak, in the
life. If a man feels weighted, he should find out what
the weight is. If he is asked, "Is it your body?" he
would probably say "No," but that he "feels bound
inside."
Then what is it that is "bound" or
" weighted? " Is it not the spirit 1 The spirit can be
compressed or expanded, up or down, in or out of place,
bound or free. The possibilities and potentialities of the
human spirit are only known when the spirit is joined to
Christ, and united to Him is made strong to stand
against the powers of darkness.
The great need of the Church is to know and understand
the laws of the spirit, so as to co-work: with the Spirit of
God in fulfillin g the purpose of God through His people.
But the lack of knowledge of the spirit life, has given the
deceiving spirits of Satan the opportunity for the
deceptions, of which we have spoken in the previous
pages of this book.
Note.-That the children of God tnay more readily di scern the
trm workings of God from the counterfeits of Satan, a summary of
some of these is given in concise form in '' Supplementary Note3."
• Cf. pa.ge 137, and "Feelings," p age 231.
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CHAPTER X.
Victory in Conflict.
The great question how to be victorious over the po .vers of darkness as
a whole- the degree of authority over the spirits of evil is according to the

degree of victory in confli ct- the believer must hdve victory ovtr Satan in all
aspects of his workings-victory over him as a Tempter--temptations and
their varied degrees and character--difference between temptation ancl
attach-between temptatio 1 from the fallen nature and from evil spiritsvictory over Satan as Accuser--difference between accusations of Satan and
true conviction by the Holy Spirit-how evil spirits can infuse guilt when not
guilty-inject feelings in spirit, soul and body- importance of not judging or
acting by feeling-evil spirits can counterfeit sin- believers must be able to
discern when sin is from evil nature or evil spirits-warfare against Satan
demands unflinching warfare against sin- Satan as Accuser through others
-victory over Satan as Liar--must fi ght with weapon of truth-victory
over Satan as Counterfeiter--to discern the enemy as an angel of light needs
knowledge--victory over Satan as a H inderer--victory by power to discern
and by prayer-victory over Satan as a Murderer-by knowledge of
conditions of walking in will of God-believers should look upon death as an
enemy-these victories mean conflict and attack- the possibility of giving
new ground- the need of knowing cause of conflict or attack- the value and
purpose of refusing- how to refuse ground to evil spirits- refusal an aggressive weapon in conflict- fighting from principle--wrestling and what it
means-the objective of the spirit-foes-the need and value of expressionprayer and personal conflict-weights on the spirit must be removed to retain
victorious power- the wiles of the devil- knowing what the wiles are-victory over Satan the call to the Church in Ephes. vi . - the need ,·f the armour
of Ephes. vi . - a real armour to meet a real foe, therefore a real knowledge
of it by the bclicver.

N a previous chapter we have seen t he way of
deliverance from possession by evil spirits. The
/
great question here is, how to be victorious over the
powers of darkness as a whole. How to have authority,
and victory over the wicked spirits in place of their mastery
over the believer; who, having learnt the devices of the
enemy, and the way of deliverance, is now deeply
concerned that others should be set free, and brought
into the place of victory " over all the power of the
enemy." For this he must now understand that the
degree of Christ's "authority" the Spirit of God will
energize him to exercise over the spirits of evil, will be
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according to the degree of victory he has over them in
the personal conflict, which he must now settle down
to face in the sphere of the spiritual life into which he
has em erged.
The believer n eeds to have thorough knowledge and
understanding of their ways and works, and of the laws of
the spirit, and how to keep in mastery of spirit in all the
vicissitudes of life. As therA are (1) degrees of deception ,
and degrees of possession and deliverance
Degrees of
possession ; so there are (2) degrees
from
delioerance,
of victory over the devil ; (3) degrees of
and oictor;y.
temptation, and victory over temptation.
The power to co-operate with the Holy Spirit in the
wielding of Christ's authority will also be in degrees, and
gained according to the aggressive spiritual strength
obtained by overcoming the devil in his various work ings ; just as victory over sin deepens in its strength as
the man overcomes temptation to sin ; and victory over
the world (1 John v. 4-5) is increasingly known by faith
in the Son of God. These degrees of overcoming power
with the consequent degree of reward, are to be clearly
seen in the Lord's call to the churches recorded in the
Apocalypse. D egrees also of the future authority in the
reigning with Christ are indicated in Bis words in one
parable, "Be thou ruler over ten cities . . over five . . "
(Luke xix. 17-19.)
The believer delivered from deception a.nd possession
by the spirits of evil, must now learn to walk in personal
victory over the devil at every point, if he is to ha.ve th e
fullest victory over the powers of darkness. For this,
just as he needs to know the Lord Christ in all the
aspects of His Name and character, so a.s to draw upon
His power in living union with Him, so the believer
must learn to know the adversary in his various workings,
as described in his names and character, that he may be
able to discern his presence, and all his wicked spirits,
wheresoever they may be, either in attacks upon himself, in others, or working a.s "world-rulers " of the
darkness in the world.
p
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Victory over the Devil as a Tempter, and all his
temptations personally, direct and inv,S·ctor:,
direct, must be learnt by the believer in
oi,er atan as
,
t a l real'1ty; remem b ermg
·
th a t
T~mpter.
experimen
all "temptations" are not recognizable as
temptations, nor are they always visible, for half their
power lies in their being hidden. A believer thinks that
he will be as conscious of the approach of temptation, as
of a person coming into the room, hence the children
of God are only fighting a small proportion of the devil's
workings ; that is, only what they are conscious of as
supernatural workings of evil.
Because their knowledge of the devil's character and
methods of working i~ limited and circumscribed, many
true children of God only recognize "temptation " when
the nature of the thing presented is visibly evil, and
according to their limited knowledge of evil, so they do
not recognize the Tempter and his temptations when
they come under the guise of natural or physical, or
lawful and apparent "good."
When the prince of darkness and his emissaries come
as angels of light, they clothe themselves in light, which,
in their case, stands for evil. It is a "light" which is
really darkness. They come in the guise of good.
Darkness is opposed to light, ignorance is opposed to
knowledge, falsehood is opposed to truth. Darkness is
a term applied to evil morality and moral darkness. The
believer may need to discern evil spirits in the realm of the
supposed good. That which comes to them as'' light" may
be darkness. The apparently "good" may be really evil;
the apparent "help" which they cling to may be really
a hindrance.* For instance, a, difficulty in work may
arise out of accepting a degree of weakness, t which is
really the result of demon possession ; so while desiring
strength the believer may fulfil conditions which make
him weak. The devil then tempts him because he is
weak, and he succumbs.
There needs to be a choice between good and evil

J>erpetually by every man, and the priests of old were
specially calle<l to discern and teach the people the
,difference between " the holy and the common," the
·" unclean and the clean" (Ezek. xliv. 23). Yet is the
.Church of Christ to-day able thus to discern what is
.good, and what is evil? Does she not continually fall
foto the snare of calling good evil, and evil good?
Because the thoughts of God's people are governed by
ignorance,* and limited knowledge, they call the works
of God, of the devil ; and the works of the devil, of God,
.and they are not taught the need of learning to discern
the difference between the "unclean and the clean,"
nor how to decide for themselves what is of God, or
·w hat is of the devil, al~ough they are unknowingly
,compelled to make a choice every moment of the day.
Neither do all believers know that they have a choice
between good and good, i.e., between the lesser and the
_g reater good; and the devil often entangles them here.
There are unseen temptations, and temptations in the
unseen.
Physical temptations, soulish
Various /rinds temptations, spiritual temptations; direct
of
temptations. and indirect temptations, as with Christ
when He was directly tempted in the
·wilderness, or indirectly through Peter. The believer
must not only resist the devil when he tempts visibly, or
.attacks consciously, but BY CONSTANT PRAYER HE MUST

* Cf. pa.ge 75.

t P&ges

9.1, 91!
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BRING TO LIGHT HIS HIDDEN AND COVERED TEMPTATIONS,

knowing that he is a "Tempter," and therefore is
always planning temptation for the believer. Those
·who thus, by prayer, bring to light these hidden
workings, are by experience, widening their horizon
in knowledge of his work as a Tempter, and becoming
better able to co-work with the Spirit of God in the
.deliverance of others from the power of the enemy ; for
in order to be victorious over the powers of darkness,
it is essential to be able to recognize what they are doing.
Paul, on one occasion, did not say "circumc:tnnoes," but
-' ' Satan hindered me" (1 Thess. ii. 18), because bo was
• i.e., of the powers of d~~lmess. Seo pagea l lo 3.
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able to recognize when circum stances , or the Holy Spirit
(Acts xvi. 6), or Satan, hindere d or restrain ed him in his
life and service.
There a.re degrees also in the results of tempta tion.
After the wildern ess tempta tion, which settled vast and
eternal issues, the devil left Christ, but he retur~e d to
Him again and again with other degrees of tempta tion
(John xii. 27 ; Matt. xxii. 15) both direct and indirec t. ·
There is also a, difference betwee n the " tempta tions ••
and " attacks " of the Tempte r, as may
Differenc e
again be seen in the life of Christ.
between
.. temptation" " Tempta tion " is a scheme or a plot, or
and .. attacks." compul sion on the part of the Tempte r to
cause anothe r to do evil, whethe r consciously or uncons ciously ; but an attack is a.n onslaug ht
on the person, either in life, charact er, or circum stances ,
e.g., the devil ma.de an onslaug ht on the Lord through
the villagers, when they sought to hurl Him over thebrow of the hill (Luke iv. 29); when His family brough t
a. charge of insanity against Him (Mark iii. 21); and when
He was charged with demon possession by His enemie s
(John x. 20; Matt. xii. 24).
Tempta tion, moreover, means suffering, as we see
again in the life of Christ, for it is written , "He suffered
being tempte d" (Heb. ii. 18), and believer s must not
think they will reach a period when they will not feel
the suffering of tempta tion, as this is a wrong conception,
which gives ground to the enemy for tormen ting and
attackin g them withou t cause .
For perpetu al victory, therefore, the believer must
unceasi ngly be on guard against the·
Prayer
Tempte r, praying for his hidden tempta tionsbringing hidden
The degree of undertemptations to to be reveale d.
light.
standin g his working will be determined:
by the degree of victory experienced, for
" In vain is the net spread in the sight of any bird."
We have given in precedi ng chapter s much knowledge
needed by the believer, if he is to gain victory over
every aspect of the Tempte r's workings, but especia lly
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does he require power of discrim ination betwee n what
is tempta tion from the Tempte r working upon the
uncrucified "old man ;" temptin g through the things
of the .world (1 John ii. 15, 16 ; v. 4, 5); and temptat ion
direct from the spirits of evil.
In tempta tion the crucial poin't is for the tempte one
to know whethe r the temptation is the work of and evil
spirit having gained access to him,* or from the evil nature.
This alone can be discern ed by the experim ental knowledge of Roman s vi. as the basis of the life. Tempta tion
from the fallen nature should be dealt with on the
foundation of " Reckon ye also yourselvea to be dead unto
sin, but alive unto God in Christ Jesus" (Rom. vi. 11), and
practica l obedience to the resultin g comma nd " Let not
sin reign in your mortal body." In the hour of temptat ion
to sin-to visible, known sin-th e believer should take
his stand on Roma.ne vi. 6, as his deliber ate position of
faith, and in obedience to Roman s vi. 11, declare his
undevia ting choice and attitude as death to sin, in
death union with Christ. If this choice is the expression
of his real will, and the tempta tion to sin does
not cease, he should then deal with the spirits of evil,
who may be seeking to awaken sinful desires (Jas. i. 14),
or to counte1feit them.+ For they can counter feit the
old nature in evil desire, evil though ts, evil words,t evil
present ations, and many honest believers think they are
battling with the workin gs of the old nature, when these
things are given by evil spirits. But if the believer is
not standin g actively on Roman s vi., the " counte rfeits"
are not necessa ry, for the old fallen creatio n is alwa.ys
open to be wrough t upon by the powers of darknes s.
VICTORY OVER THE DEVIL AB AN AccusER: The difference betwee n the accusat ion of the enemy
Victory over and his temptat ions, is that the latter is
an
Satan
as Accuser.
effort on his part to compel, or draw the
man into sin; and the former is a. charge
of transgr ession. Tempta tion is an effort to ca.use the
man to transgr ess the law, accusat ion is an effort to place
• Ct. pa.ge l3f, H7.

t Pages 133,134, H7.

t Page 165.
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the believer in the guilty position of having transgressed
the law. Evil spirits want the man to be wrong, that
they may accuse and punish him for being wrong.
" Accusation " can be a, counterfeit of conviction-the
true conviction of the Spirit of God. It is important that
the believer should know when the charge of transgression is made, whether it is a Divine conviction, or a.
·
Satanic accusation.
(1) The devil may accuse when the man is truly
guilty; (2) he may accuse when the man is not guilty,
and cause him to think, and believe \hat he is guilty;
(3) he may endeavour to pass on bis accusations as a
conviction, and cause the man to think that it comes
from the evil nature, when be is not guilty at all.
Evil spirits are able to infuse a sense of guilt. Sin
itself comes from the evil nature within, but it is not
forced into the per sonality from without, apart from the
person.* How can the believer tell if evil spirits are at
the back of involuntary sin ? If the man is right with God,
standing on Romans vi., with no deliberate yielding to
known sin, then any manifestation of sin coming back
again unaccountably, may be dealt with as from evil spirits.
The believer must therefore never accept an accusation
-or a charge, supernatnrally made, of havin g transgressed- unless he is fully convinced by intelligent
knowledge and clear decision that he has done so ; for
if he accepts the charge when innocent, he will suffer
as much as if he had really transgressed. He must
also be on guard to refuse any compulsory drive to
"confession" t of sin to others, which may be the forcing
of the enemy to pass on his lying accusations.
The believer should maintain neutrality to accusations,!
until he is sure of their real source, and if
'Belieo_er s_hould the man knows he is guilty he should at
·
'
marntam
neutrality to once go to God on the ground 9f 1 John i. 9,
accusations until and refuse to be lashed by the devil, as be
. he
. dge of G od' s c b'ld
. not th e JU
source proved. 1s
1 ren, nor 1s
deputed as God's messenger to make the charge of wrong.

The Holy Spirit alone is commissioned by God to convict
of sin.
The steps in the working of evil spirits in their accuse.sions and false charges, are these, when the believer
accepts their ·accusations :-

_, Page 134.

t See page• 133-134 on" Compulsory Confessions. " I Page 1~3.

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
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The believer thinks and believes he is guilty;
Evil spirits cause him to feel guilty ;
They cause him, then, to appear guilty;
Thoy cause him then to be actually guilty• through believing
their lies, it matters not whether he is guilty or not in
the first instance.

~aliciou~ spirits tr~ to make the man feel guilty by
their naggmg accusations, so as to make him act, or
appear gu~lty before others; at the same moment flashing,
or suggestmg to others the very things about, which they
are accusing him, without any cause. t All such "feelings" should be investigated by the believer. Feeling
wrong is not enough for a man to say he is wrong, or
the Accuser to accuse him of being wrong. The man
says he " feels " wrong. He should ask " Is the feeling
right? " He may feel wrong, and be right; and " feel "
right, and be wrong. Therefore be should investigate,
and examine the question honestly, "Arn I wrong?"
There are physical, soulish, and spiritual "feelings." t
Evil spirits ca.n inject feelings into either
Their aim is to.
• ·: Feedlinbgs ". of these departments.
•
inJecte y eo11
move the man by "feelmgs" to substitute
spirits.
these for the action of his mind, so that the
believer is governed by the deceiving spirits through his
feelings. Also to substitute feelings for the conscience§
in its recognition of right and wrong. If believers "feel"
they can do a thing, they do it, without asking whether
it be right or wrong, if it is not visibly sinful. For
victory over the deceitful enemy, it is essential that the
children of God cease to be guided by " feelings " in their
actions.
Again : If believers in any course of action " feel
relief," they think that sense of relief is a sign that they
have been doing God's will. But a man gets rest when
• Page 147.

t Page 145.

I Page 1ST.

§ Page

rn1.
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his work is done, not only in the spiritual, but in ordinarJ
life. A " sense of relief" in any line of action, is no
criterion that it is in the will of God. The action must be
judged by itself, and not merely by its effects upon the
doer of it. For instance, a believer says he" felt happy"
after doing such and such a thing, and that it was "a
proof that he was doing the will of God;" but peace and
rest and relief are no proof at all of being in God's will.
Believers also think that if they do some action that the
devil wants them to do, they will "feel condemned" at
once, but they overlook the fact that Satan can give
pleasant feelings.*
There are innumerable variations of feelings caused by
evil spirits, from countless attacks, and countless false
suggestions, which call forth all the spiritual discernment
of the believer, and his understanding of spiritual things,
to recognize them.
The devil as a Tempter very quickly becomes the
Accuser, even if he does not succeed in getting the
man to yield to his temptations. As we have seen,
deceiving spirits can cause apparent "sin" to be mani.
fested to the consciousness of a believer,
N ee d o,f drsce7"nini/ accusation and then lash and accuse the man for
from_ t~ue
their own workings. They counterfeit
conv1ct1on.
.
.
some sm,
w h'1c h may be ca lle d with
sadness, "my besetting sin, "t in the believer's life; and
as long as it is believed to be sin from the evil nature, no
"confessing" or seeking victory over it, will cause it to
pass away. They can also hide behind real sin.
A sense of guiltlessness does not necessarily lead to
absolute happiness, for even with the peace of conscious
innocence there may be suffering, and the suffering have
its source in some sin which is not known. f Walking by
known light, and measuring his guiltlessness by his
knowledge of known sin, is very dangerous to him who
desires a fathomless peace, for it leads only to superficial
rest, which may be disturbed at any moment by the
11,ttacks of the Accuser, who directs his darts to a joint

in the armour of peace, hidden from the believer's view.
For obtaining victory over the Deceiver's accusing
spirits, spiritual believers should, therefore, understand
clearly whether any consciousness of sin, is the result of
real transgression, or is caused by evil spirits.* If the
believer accepts the consciousness of sin, as from himself,
when it is not, he at once leaves his position of death to
sin, and reckons himself alive to it. This explains why
many who have truly known victory over sin by the
"reckon" of Romans vi. 11, surrender their basis, and
lose the position of victory ; because the Accuser has
counterfeited some manifestation of "self" or "sin," and
then accused the man of it, with the taunt that "Romans
vi. does not work," and by this device made him
surrender his basis of victory, causing him to fall into
confusion, and condemnation, as into a pit of miry clay
and darkness.
On the other hand, if the believer in the slightest
degref\ is tempted to treat sin lightly, or
Netd of unflinch- attribute it to evil spirits when it is from
ing war/are
.
•
against sin.
himself, h e JS
equally on false groun d , an d
lays himself open to the old fallen nature
regaining mastery over him with redoubled force. The
warfare against Satan must be accompanied with a
vigorous, unflinching warfare against sin. Any known
sin must not be minimized, or tolerated for a moment.
Whether it be from the fallen nature, or from evil spirits
forcing it into the man, it MUST BE CAST OFF AND PUT
A.WAY, on the basis of Rom. vi. 6 and 12.t
Two misconceptions which give great advantage to the
watching enemy are the thoughts in many believers'
minds, that if a Christian commits sin he will at once
(1) know it himself, or (~) that God will tell him. They,
therefore, expect God to tell them when they are right or
wrong, instead of seeking light and knowledge according
to John iii. 21.
Believers seeking victory over all the deceptions of the
enemy, must take an active part in dealing with sin.

• Cf. page 15.5.

t Page 147.

l Cf. pa,:es 5,1, 55.

• Pages 155, 154, HT.

t Cf. pages 85, 86, 191l, 245, 246.
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Based upon a wrong conception of "death " they may
have thought that _God would remove sin out of their
lives for them, with the result that they have fail ed to
actively co-work with Him in dealing with evil, within
and in their environme nt, in others and in the world.
For a life of perpetual victory over Satan as Accuser,
it is very important that the believer should understand ,
and detect any inconsisten cy between the attitude of the \
will an~ the ~ctions in his life. He ~ho~ld read himself \
from his actions as well as from his will and moth·es.
For instance, a person is charged with doing a certain
thing, which he at once denies, because the action does
not agree with his will-attitude, and therefore, he says,
it is impossible that he should have acted or spoken in
the way stated. The believer judges himself by his own
inner standpoint of will and motives, and not by his
actions as well as his will. (1 Cor. xi. 31).
On the God ward side the cleansing power of the Blood
of Christ is needed (1 John i. 7) continuous ly for those
who seek to walk in the light, cleansing themselves from
all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in
the fear of God. (2 Cor. vii. 1.)
The devil as an Accuser also works indirectly through
others, inciting them to make accusations which he wants
the man to accept as true, and thus open the door to him
to make them trne; or he accuses the believer to others
by "visions " or "revelatio ns " about him, which causes
the m to misj udge him.':' In any case, whatever may come
to the believer from man or devil, LE'r HIM MAKE usE
OF IT FOR PRAYER, and by prayer turn all accusation s
into steps to victory.
VICTORY OVER THE DEVIL AS A LIAR (John viii. 44): "He
was a murderer from the beginning, and
Victory ooer stood
not in the truth, because there is
Satan
no truth in him. When he speaketh a.
as a Liar.
lie, he speaketh of his own; for he is a
liar, and the father thereof." This does not mean that
the enemy never tells the truth, but his truth has the

objective of getting the believer involved in evil; e.g.,
when the spirit of divination spoke the truth, that Paul
and Silas were the servants of God, it was to suggest
the lie that Paul and Silas derived their power from
the same source as the girl under the evil spirit's power.
The devil and his wicked spirits will speo,k, or use,
ninety-nine parts of truth to float one lie, but Paul was
not deceived by the witness of a soothsayin g prophetess
acknowledging their divine authority. He discerned
the wicked spirit and its purpose, exposed it, and cast it
out.
Even so must the believer be able to triumph over
Satan as a liar, and be able to recognize his lies, and
those of lying spirits, in whatever form they are presented
to him. This he does by knowing the truth, and using
the weapon of truth.
There is no way of victory oY-er..fals.ehood but b trntb.
To have victory over the devil as a liar,
Victory ooer and over his lies, the believer must
be
falsehood
determined always to know the truth, and
by truth.
s eak the trnth about everything_, in himself,
in others and around him.
the iar, through his lying spirits, persistentl y
pours lies on the believer all day long; lies into his
thoughts a.bout himself, his feelings, bis condition,
his environme nt; lies misinterpr eting everything in
himself, and around him ; about others with whom he is
in contact; lies about the past and the future; lies about
God ; and lies about himself, magnifying his power and
his authority. To have victory over this persistent
stream of lies from the father of lies,* the believer must
fight (1) with the weapon of God's truth in the written
Word, and (2) truth about facts in himself, others and
circumstan ces. How to persistentl y " refuse" a.11 lies
from the Liar, and his emissaries, is explained in other
parts of this book. As the believer increasingl y triumphs
over the devil as a liar, he grows better able to discern
his lies, and equipped to strip away the covering for others.
• To see how this is done Cf. p a.ges 12'l, 169, ~86.

I

1

• Cf. p&ges 145, 231.
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VICTORY OVER THE DEVIL AS A COUNTERFEITER, OB
FALSE "ANGEL OF LIGHT": "Even Satan
Victory ot1,r himself
fashioneth himself into an angel of
Satan as a
Counterfeiter. light,"andhis" ministers" ("falseapostles,
deceitful workers," 2 Cor. xi. 13) also
fashion them selves as "ministers of righteousness"
(2 Cor. xi. 14-15). This aspect of victory over Satan
runs on the same lines as the preceding ones; i.e., by
the knowledge of truth, enabling the believer to recognize
the lies of Satan, when he presents himself under the
guise of light.
!,ight is the very nature of God Himself. To recognize
darkness when clothed in light-supernatural lightneeds deep knowledge of the true light, and a power to
discern the innermost sources of things that in appearance
look God-like and beautiful. How the Adversary counter•
feits the very light of God, so as to appear as God, has
been already set forth in Chapter VI. The main attitude
for this aspect of victory over the Adversary, is a settled
position of neutrality to all supernatural workings, until
the believer knows what is of God. If any experience is
accepted without question, how can its Divine origin be
guaranteed? The basis of acceptance or rejection must
be knowledge. The believer must know, and he cannot
know without examination, nor will he "examine"
unless he mainLains the attitude of "Believe not every
spirit" until he has "tested" and proved what is of God. *
VICTORY OVER THE DEVIL AS HINDERER: "We would
fain have come unto you . . . but Satan
Victory ot1er hindered us" (1 Thess. ii. 18), wrote Paul,
Satan
a, a Hinderer. who was able to discern between the
hindering of Satan, and the restraining of
the Holy Spirit of God (Acts xvi. 6). This again means
knowledge, and power to discern Satan's workings and
schemings, and the obstacles he places in the paths of
the children of God; obstacles which look so "natural,"
an~ so like "Providence," that numbers meekly bow
their heads and allow the Hinderer to prevail.
• Cf. pages 60, 147.
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Power to discern comes (1) by knowledge that Satan
can hinder; (2) by observing the objective of the
hindrances, and (3) close observation of his methods
along this line; e.g., is it God or Satan withholding
money from missioners preaching the Gospel of Calvary,
and giving abundance to those who preach error, and
teachings which are the outcome of the spirit of antiChrist?
Is it God or Sa.tan hindering a believer by "circumstances," or " sickness," from vital service important to
the Church of God? Is it God or Satan urging a family
to remove their residence, without reasonable grounds,
to another neighbourhood, when it involves the removal
of another member from a strategic vantage ground of
service to God, with no other worker to take his place?
Is it God or Satan leading Christians to put first their
(1) health, (2) comfort, (3) social position, in their
decisions, rather than the needs and the exigencies of
the kingdom of God? Is it God or Satan who "hinders "
service for God through members of a family making
objections; or troubles in business which give no time for
such service; or through property losses, etc.? Knowledge of the Hinderer, means victory by prayer over his
schemes, and workings. The believer should therefore
know bis wiles.
VICTORY OVER THE DEVIL AS A MURDERER (John viii. 44):
Satan as the prince of death watches every
Victory ot1er occasion to take the life of the servants of
Satan
God, if in any wise he can get them to
OI Mufderer.
fulfil conditions which enable him to do so.
(1) By their wilful insistence on going into danger without being sent of God; (2) by trapping them into danger
through visions, or supernatural guidance, drawing them
into actions which enable him to work behind the laws
of nature for destroying their lives.. This is what Satan
tried to do with Christ in the wilderness temptation :
" Throw Thyself down," be said ; then quoting Scripture
to show that the Lord had Scriptural warrant for believing
that angel bands would bear Him up (Luke iv.11), and not

238

War on the Saints.

allow Him to fall. But the Son of God recognized the
Tempte r and the Murdere r. He knew that His life would
end as a Man, were He to give occasion to the maligna nt
hate of Satan, by one step out of God's will; and that
the Deceiver would not propose anything , however
apparen tly innocen t, or seemingly for God's glory,
unless some great sch eme for his own ends was deeply
bidden in his proposition.
Christ now holds the " keys of death and of Hades "
(Rev. i. 18), and "him that hath the power of death,
that is, the devil" (Heb ii. 14, R.V., m.), cannot exercise
his power WITHOUT PERMISSION, but when the children of
God, knowingly or unknowingly, fulfil the conditions
which give Satan ground to attack their physical lives,
the Lord with " the keys of death " works accordin g to
law, and does not save them, UNLESS BY THE WEAPON OF
PRAYER they enable God to interpose, and give them
victory over the law of death, as well as the law of sin,
through " the law of the Spiri.t of life in Christ Jesus "
(Rom. viii. 2).
"The last enemy that shall be destroye d is death."
Death is therefor e an enemy; to be recognized as an
enemy; and to be resisted as an enemy. The believer
may lawfully " desire to depart and be with Christ "
(Phil. i. 23), but never to desire death merely as an end
of " trouble," or to allow the lawful desire to be "with
Christ," make him YIELD •ro DEATH WHEN HE IS NEEDED
FOR THE SERVICE OF THE CHURCH OF GoD. "To abide in
the flesh is needful for you," wrote the Apostle to the
Philippi ans, therefor e " I know that I shall abide"
(Phil. i. 24-25).
The will of the believer " will" -ing physical death,
gives the Adversa ry power of death over that one, and no
believer should yield to a "desire to die" until he knows
beyogd question that God has released him
'Belie~etrsdshtohuld from further service to His people. That
resrs ea
a, an enemy. a believer is "ready to die" is a very small
matter ; he must be ready to live, until he
is sure that his life work is finished. God does not
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harvest His corn until it is ripe, and His redeemed
children should be " garnered as a shock of corn in its
season."
It is ofttimes the prince of death as a Murdere r,
working through the ignorance of God's children , (1) as
to his power, (2) the conditions by which they give him
power, and (3) the victory of prayer by which they resist
his power, who cuts off God's soldiers from the battlefield. It is Satan as a Murderer, who gives " visions of
glory," " longings to die," to workers of value to the
Church of God, so that they yield to death, even in days
of active service, and slowly fade away.
Believers who would have victory over Satan at every
point, must resist his attack on the bodv as well as on
the spirit and mind. They must seek kn~~led ge of God's
laws for the body, so as to obey those laws, and give no
occasion to Satan to slay them. They should know the
place of the body in the spiritual life; (1) its prominence,
and yet (2) its obscurity. Paul said, "I keep under my
body." They must understa nd that the more knowledge
they have of the devices and power of the Adversary, and
of the fulness of the Calvary victory within their reach
for complete victory over him, the more he will plan to
injure them. The whole of his schemes against God's
children may be summed up under three heads :
(1) To cause them to sin, as he tempted Christ in the
wilderne ss; (2) To slander them, as Christ was slandere d
by family and foes; (3) To slay them, as Christ was slain
at Calvary, when, by the direct permiss ion of God, the
hour and power of darknes s gathered around Hirn, and
He by the hands of wicked men was crucified and slain
(Acts ii. 23).
As the believer gains -victories over Satan, and his
deceiving and lying spirits, by thus recognizing, resisting
and triumph ing over them in their varied workings, his
strength of spirit to conquer them grows stronger;; and
he wil~ become more and more equipped to give the truth
of the finished work of Calvary as sufficient for victory
over sin and Satan; in the power and authorit y of Christ
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by the Holy Spirit; which will set others free from their
power.
It will, of course, be clearly recognized that victory
over Satan in these aspects will not be
Conflict
without great onslaughts from him and
and
sharp conflict, which may well be called
attack.
"the evil day" (Eph. vi. 13). In these
attacks and conflicts there are some points which need to
be understood. First, that it is always essential to know
whether the attack and conflict are because of ground in
oneself or others. For one reason why believers get
attacks, and do not get through the conflict into victory,
is because the cause of the attack and conflict lies in
themselves.
The believer must understand that although he has
been delivered from the deception and
Possibl•
possession
he fell into, yet in the succeeding
fresh
life of aggressive warfare against the
grounJ.
powers of darkness, he may again give
fresh ground to the enemy through la.ck of knowledge,
by accepting some lie from lying spirits, or by ta.king
their misinterpreta tions of experiences, conditions, etc.
For it must never be forgotten that wrong interpretatio n
of any experience gives new ground to them, * GROUND

When there is ground, or the cause of the conflict or
attack is in the believer himself, if he takes
Possible wrong the attack as pure conflict, i.e ., as part of
weapons.
~ arfare for the Church, he will fight with
the wrong weapons, and not get through to victory until
the true cause is discovered, and the ground given up,
and refused. For what is thought to be an " attack "
from outside, may be a symptom, or manifestatio n of an
evil spirit inside, who has regained a footing unknown
to the believer, or has remained in some hidden location,
when thought to have wholly gone. When the believer,
therefore, finds himself in conflict, he should at once
question " Is there ground? " in the following three
aspects of the evil spirit's workings:-

BEING ANYTHING IN A PERSON WHERlrnY EVIL SPIRITS GAIN.

The believer may attribute the attack and conflict to a
wrong cause, i.e., (1) to an outside cause, or (2) to the
maliciousness of the devil, or (3) to " local " conflict;
meaning the enemy's workings a.round him in his
environment , or through others.
When attacks and conflict come, lest he should give
fresh ground to the enemy, the believer must know why
they come, and in prayer ask God for light. In attacks,
two or more may be in action simultaneously, therefore
he should at once set himself to understand, and watch
and observe all the workings of the enemy in the new
conflict, or anything that will throw light on the situation,
and show him what to refuse, and how to pray.
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(1) In attacks. Is there ground, or is it purely an attack?
(2) In conflict. Is there ground, or is it pure conflict?
(3) In communication , (i .e., suggestions, thoughts, whisperings
of the enemy). "Is there ground?" or is it purely from
outside, as Satan communicated with Eve ?

The believer should then declare his attitude in the
three cases, as follows : " I refuse all ground, and the
cause or causes of it I"
The last word spoken, alters, ratifies, or nullifies*
previous ones ; for instance, the believer may " refuse "
in the present moment, what may be the product through
evil spirits' workings of something he asked for in the
past. He may say, "Although I asked for, believed in,
and accepted such and such a thing in the past, I now
refuse it." His present refusal nullifies his previous
acceptance.
THE PRINCIPLE EMBODIED IN REFUSING : It is essential
that believers should understand the value
The value and of the act of refusal, and the expression
of
purpose of
it. Briefly : REFUSAL IS THE OPPOSITE OF
••refusing."
ACCEPTANCE. Evil spirits have gained by
the believer giving them (1) ground, (2) right of way, (3)
use of their faculties, etc., and they lose when this is all
withdrawn from them. What was given to the enemy

• C.f. page 175, &Dd dia11ram OD p&gG 100.

• Cf. pe.ges 183, 193.
Q
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by misconception and ignorance, and given with the
consent of the will,* stands as ground for them to work
on and through ; until, by the same action of the will,
t he "giving " is revoked, t specifically and generally.
The will in the past was unknowingly put for evil, and
it must now be put unceasingly against it.
Once understood, the principle is very simple. The
choice of the will gives : the choice of the will withdraws,
~ nullifies the previous giving. The value and purpose
of refusing stands the same toward God and toward
Satan. t The man gives to God, or refuses to give. He
takes from God, or refuses to take. He gives to evil
spirits-unknowingly or not-and he refuses to give.
He finds he has given to them unwittingly, an<l he
nullifies it by an act of withdrawal and refusal.
The relation to the aggressive warfare of freshly discovered "ground" given to deceiving spirits, is, that
every new ground, discovered as given to them, and
refused, means a renewed liberation of the
The relation of spirit, with an access of deepened enmity
fres h ground t
th f
.
given , to the . o
e. oe as h'rs su bt le deceptions
are
victory in conflict. mcreasmgly exposed, and consequently
more war upon Satan and his minions. It
means more deliverance from their power, MJ.d less footing
for their possession, or ground in the believer as he
realizes that " symptoms," " effects," and " manifestations" are not abstract" things," but revelations of active
personal agencies against whom he must war persistently.
Moreover all growth in experimental knowledge means
increased protection against the deceiving enemy. As
new ground is revealed, and fresh truth about the powers
of darkness, and the way of victory over them, is understood, the truth delivers from their deceptions, and hence
protects the believer up to the extent of his knowledge,
from further deception ; and he finds in experience that
directly the truth ceases to operate by the believer's
&ctive use of it , he is open to attack from the watching foe,
w ho ceasely plans against him. For example, let the
• Pages 102, 112.

t Pages 183, 193.

I See p ages 102. 112.
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believer who has been undeceived and dispossessed cease
to use the truth, of (1) the existence of evil spirits; (2) their
persistent watching to deceive him again ; (3) the need
of perpetual resistance and fight against them ; (4) the
keeping of his spirit in purity and strength in co-operation
with the Spirit of God ; and other truths parallel with
these-the knowledge of which he has gaineu through so
much suffering-he will sink down again into passivity,"'
&nd possibly deeper depths of deception . For the Holy
Spirit NEEDS THE BELIEVER'S USE OF TRUTH to work with
in energizing and strengthening him for conflict and
victory, and does not guard him from the enemy apart
from his co-operation in watching and prayer.
The way to refuse, t and what to refuse, is of primary
importance in the hour of conflict. As we
Persistentre/usal have seen, the believer needs to maintain
of ground
.
• -1s. an active
a tt·t
1 u d e, an d , w h en necessary,
t o ev,-1sp1r1
expression of refusal continually and persistently, this pre-supposing the man standing in faith
upon the foundation of his identification in death with
Christ at Calvary.t
In the hour of conflict, lest there should have been new
ground given to evil spirits unknowingly, by accepting
something from them, or believing some lie they have
-suggested to the mind, the believer should refuse all
the possible things whereby they may have gained a new
footing; the conflict, or attack , immediately passing
away or ceasing, directly the means by which the enemy
has regained ground is dealt with.
The believer himself will know, from bis past experience,
most of the ways by which the deceiving spirits have
hitherto gained advantage over him ; and he will
instinctively turn to the points of refusal which have
been of the most service to him in his fight to freedom.
The refusing in this way taking ground from them in
many directions. The widest scope covered by the act
and attitude of refusal, the more thoroughly is the
:believer separating himself, BY HIS CHOICE, from the
• Cf. page BO.

t See a.lso" Refusing," pa.ge 189.

t Cf. pa.gee 183, 199.
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deceiving spirits, who can only bold their ground by the
consent* of bis will. By refusing all be once accepted
from them+ be can become comparativel y clear of ground
to them, so far as bis choice and attitude is concerned.
In the hour of conflict, when the forces of darkness are
pressing upon the believer, the expression
Refusal an
of bis active refusal becomes an aggressive
aggressive uieapon
·
in conflict.
war f are upon t bem, as we 11 as a def ens1ve
weapon. It is then as though the will at
the centre of "Mansoul," instead of sinking down in fear
and despair when the enemy assaults the city, issues
forth in aggressive resistance against the foe, by declaring
its attitude against him. The battle turning upon the
choice of the will in the citadel being maintained in
unshaken refusal to yield to, or admit any one of the
attacking spirits of evil. The whole power of God, by the
Holy Spirit, being at the back of the active resistance of
the man in bis refusal attitude to the enemy.
This refusal of the will on the part of the believer who
bas been undeceived and dispossessed , is all the more
important to understand in its effectiveness as a barrieragainst the foe, because the outer man, in "feelings," and
nervous system, bears the scars long after bis deliverance from the pit of deception into which be bas been
beguiled. When once the wall of the outer man has
been broken into by supernatural forces of evil, it is not
quickly re-built, so that they cease to have any effect
upon it in times of severe conflict. Believers who are
emerging from deception and possession, should therefore
know the power of an aggressive turning upon the enemy
in the moment of his attacking them, with an active
expression of their choice and will in regard to him. In
such a. way the aggressive becomes a defensive action.
The believer in conflict may say with effect:
" I refuse all the authority of evil spirits over me : their right
to me ; their claims upon me: their power in me: their
influence in or upon me .•. "t

The same weapon of refusing works in many phases ot
• Pages 102,112. t Bee page 192 for example, and page 193. t Cf. page 183.
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the conflict ; for example, in speaking or writing, if the
believer is conscious of difficulties, obstacles, or interferences by the enemy in what he is doing, be should at
once refuse all ideas, thoughts, suggestions, visions (i.e.,
pictures to the mind*) words, impressions, the spirits of
evil may be seeking to insert, or press upon him, so that
he may be able to co-operate with the Holy Spirit, and
have a clarified mind for the carrying out of His will.
That is, the believer by his refusal, and resistance of
all supernatural attempts to interfere with his outer man;
is to actively resist the powers of darkness, whilst be
seeks to co-work with the Holy Spirit within his spirit.
At first this means much conflict, but as he maintains
active resistance, and increasingly closes his whole being
to the spirits of evil, and is on the alert to recognise, and
refuse their workings, bis union with the Risen Lord
deepens, bis spirit grows strong, his vision pure, bis
mental faculties clear to realize a perpetual victory over
the foes who once had him in their power.+
Especially is be on guard against, what may be
described as, the "double counterfeits" of the deceiving
spirits. That is, the counterfeits by the enemy in connection with attacks upon himself. For example, the devil
attacks him manifestly and visibly, so that he clearly
knows it to be an onslaught of the spirit beings of evil;
he prays, resists, gets through to victory in his will and
spirit, then comes a great "feeling " of peace, and rest,
which may be as much an "attack" as the onslaught, but
more subtle and liable to mislead the believer if be is not
on guard . The enemy suddenly retreating and ceasing
the furious attack, hopes to gain the advantage by the
second which he failed to obtain in the first.
It is essential to understand how to "fight," so to
speak, "in cold blood ; " i.e., wholly apart
Fighting
from feelings of any kind; for the believer
from
may "feel" it is "victory" when it is
principle.
defeat, and vice versa. All dependence
upon feeling, and acting from "impulse" must be put
• Pages 115, 116.

-

t Cf. pages 205, 21>1!.
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aside in this warfare. Before the man received the
B aptism of the Spirit, he acted from principle in the
natural realm, and he must now come back to that same
position as a spiritual man. Some can only recognise
" conflict" when they are conscious of it, so to speak;
they fight spasmodically, or by accident, when forced to
it by n ecessity; but now the "fight" must be permanent
and part of the very life. There is a ceaseless recognition
of the forces of darkness in " cold blood," because of
knowledge of what they are, and a consequent "fight"
from principle. A fight against the unseen foes when
there is nothing to be seen of their presence, or workings,
remembering that they do not always attack when they
can,* i.e., if they were to attack on some occasions, they
would lose by it, because it would reveal the character
of the thing and the source.
The believer knows that the devil, as a Tempter, is
always tempting, and therefore, he resists from principle.
In brief, he who desires perpetual victory, must understand that it is a question of principle versus feeling, t
and consciousness. It can only be intermittent victory
if the warfare is governed by the latter rather than the
former. For instance, when the enemy attacks the
believer, he will find a strong, primary weapon of victory
in declaring deliberately, his basic position toward
sin and Satan, as standing on the Calvary ground of
_Rom . vi. 6-11. The man reckoning himself in the
present moment " dead indeed unto sin, and alive unto
God, " refuses to yield to sin and Satan, in any, or all
of the points, or ..:a.use, or causes, of the attack or
conflict.
As the believer thus declares his position in the hour
of conflict and onslaught from the foe, he will often find
himself obliged to wrestle in real combat with the
invisible enemy. Standing on the finished work of
Christ in death to sin, the spirit of the man becomes
liberated for action, and energized to stand against the
hierarchic hosts of Satan, the principalities and powers,

the world-rulers of the darkness and the hosts of wicked
spirits in the heavenly (or spiritual) sphere.
It is only possible to wrestle against the powers of
darkness, by the spirit. It is a spiritual warfare, and
can only be understood by the spiritual man, that is, a
man who lives by and is governed by his spirit.~' Evil
spirits attack, wrestle with, and resist the
.-_...;~
c•~tling
believer. t Therefore he must fi 0aht them,
- and wh-at it
means.
w:restle_ajth th em, and resist them. This
. ...,..w restfing is not with, soul or body, but
with the spirit ; for the lesser cannot wrestle with the
higher. Body wrestles with body in the physical realm ;
in the intellectual, soul with soul ; and in the spiritual,
spirit with spirit. But the powers of darknesst attack
the three-fold nature of man, aud through body or soul
seek to reach the spirit of man. If the fight is a mental
one, the will should be used in decisive action, quietly
and steadily. If it is a spirit fight, all the forces of the
spirit should be brought to join the mind. If the spirit
is pressed down and unable to resist, § then there should
be a steady mental fight when the mind, as it were,
stretches out its hand to lift up the spirit.
The objective of evil spirits is to get the spirit down,
and thus render the believer powerless to take the
aggressive against them ; or else they seek to push the
spirit beyond its §.ue poise and measure, into an effervescence which carries the believer beyond the control of
his volition and mind, and hence off guard against the
subtle foe ; or incapable of exercising due balance of
speech, action , thought, discrimination, II so that under
cover they may regain ground, or some advantage for
themselves. A GREAT VICTORY MEANS GREAT DANGER
because when the believer is occupied with it, the devil
is scheming how to rob him of it. The hour of victory
therefore calls for so~erness of mind, and watching unto
prayer, for a little over elation may mean its loss and a
long sore fight back to full victory.
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t Bee pages 137, 1140.
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• See m ore fully walking after the spirit in Chapter IX. t P ages 216,217.
! Bee al so page 17 on th e Sa t anic force s.
§ See the laws of the spirit life , page 218.
II See also p age 219.

248

24Y

War on the Saints.

War on the Saints.

W~en the spirit triumphs in the wrestling and gains
-the victory, there breaks out, as it were, a stream from
-the spirit, of triumph and resista:cce against the invisible,
but very 1-eal foe ; but sometimes in the conflict the
enemy succeeds in blocking the spirit through his attack
on body or soul.
The spirit needs soul and body for expression, hence
the enemy's attacks to close the spirit up, * so as to render
th~ man unable to act in resistance against him. When
this takes place the believer thinks that he is "reserved "
because he feels "shut up"; or he has "no voice to
refuse"; in audible prayer the " words seem empty " he
'.' f~els no effect," it seems a "mockery," but in truth
it 1s that ~he_spirit is _closing up through the wrestling
enemy gnppmg, l:toldmg and binding it. The believer
must now insist on EXPRESSING HIMSE LF IN VOICE until
the spirit breaks through into liberty. This is' " the
word of testimony" which is said, in Rev. xii. 11, to be
part of the overcoming power over the dragon. The
wrestling believer stands on the (1) ground of the Blood
of the Lamb, which includes all that the .finished work
o! Calvary means i~ vict~ry ove sin and Satan ; he (2)
7
g1ve_s the word of his testimony m affirming his attitude
to s~n ~nd Satan, an~ th~ sure, certain victory through
~hnst , and (3) he lives m the Calvary spirit, with his
life surrendered to do the will of God, even unto death.
Closely bound up ~ith the wres tling of the spirit is the
necessity of prayer. Not so much the
Prayer and
f
personal
prayer o petition to a Father, as the
conflict.
prayer of one joined in spirit with th-e Son
.
of God, with the will fused with His, t
dec!armg to the enemy the authority of Christ over all
their power (Ephes. i. 20-23).
Sometimes the believer has to " wrestle " in order to
pray ; at other times to pray in order to wrestle. If he
canno~ ".figh~," he must pray, _and if he cannot pray he
must _fight.
For example, 1f the believer is conscious
of a weight! on his spirit, he must get rid of the weight

by refusing all the " causes " of th e weight; for it
is necessary to keep the spirit unburdened to fight, and
to retain power of detection. The delicate spirit-sense
becomes dull under" weights," *or pressure upon it, hence
the enemy's ceaseless tactics to get ''burdens'' or pressure
on the spirit, unrecognized as from the foe, or else recognized and allowed to remain.
The man may feel "bound up" and the cause be in
others, i.e. (1) no open spirit or open mind in another
to receive from the spirit and mind of the one who feels
bound up ; (2) no capacity in the other to receive any
message of truth ; (3) some thought in the mind of the
other, checking the flow from the spirit.
If in the morning the believer finds a "weight " or
heaviness on his spirit, and it is undealt with, he is sure
to lose the position of victory through the day. In dealing with weight on the spirit, the moment it is recognized,
the believer must at once act in spirit, and (1) stand
(Eph. vi. 14) ; (2) withstand (Eph. vi. 13) ; and resist
(J as. iv. 7) the powers of darkness. Each of these positions means spirit-action, for th ese words do not describe
a" state ," or an "attitude" (which is mainly an attitude
of the will), or an act by soul or body.
To " stand" is a spirit-a"ction repelling an aggressive
move of the enemy ; to " withstand " is to make an
.aggressive move against them; and to " resist " is to
actively fight with the spirit, as a man " resists " with
his body another who is physically attacking him.
The word "wiles" in the original means "methods,"
and bears in its varied forms, the thought
The wiles
of "craft," or artifice ; to "work by
of the
method," to over-reach, to outwit, to go in
deoil.
pursuit; also the thought of system, or a
way, or a method of doing things.
Satan's war on the saints can be summed up in the
one word "Wiles of the devil." He does not work in
.the open but always behind cover,+ The methods of the

• Pages 80,216.

t See John xv. 7.

f Cf. page 218.

•See " Weights on the spirit," pnge 218.
t Cf. pages 16, 32, 37, 38.
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deceiving spirits are adapted to each one, with a skill
a.nd cunning gained by years of experience. Generally
the wiles are primarily directed against the mind,i or
"thought s," and apart from yield:ng to known sin, most of
the workings of Satan in a believer's life may be traced
back to a wrong thought or belief,~' admitted into the
mind, and not recognize d to be from deceiving spirits,
e.g., if a believer only thinks and believes that all that
Satan does is manifestl y bad, Satan has only to clothe
himself with "good" to gain full credence with that man.
The war, therefore, is a war of deceit and counterfe it
and only those can stand against all the wiles of th;
deceiver, who seek the fullest truth from God, about God,
Satan and themselv es.
The Apostle said that the believer was to be able to
.
stand against the wiles of the devil and
Knowing the th
h
'
wiles of the deoil.
at e was to put on the whole armour
for doing this. How can a man stand
against a wile, if he does not know what the wile is ?
There is a difference between temptatio n and wiles ;
between the principles , and working of Satan and his
emissaries, and their wiles ; i.e.. they themselv es are
tempters. Temptati on is not a wile. A wile is the way
they scheme to tempt. Paul diJ not say that the believer
must stand against "tempta tions'' or lies, or mention
any other specific characteristic of evil spirits; but he
must be " able to stand " against their wiles. The
s~iritual man is to be on guard lest he is caught by their
wiles. If they can be detected, then their objective can
be frustrated and destroyed . The spiritual man needs
the f_ulles~ con~~ntration, and sagacity of mind for quickly
r~admg his spmt sense, and detecting the active operations of the foe; he also requires alertness in using the
message his spirit conveys to him. A spiritual believer
ought to be able to read the sense of his spirit, t with the
same instinctiv e adroitnes s, as a person recoanize s the
physical sense of cold, when he feels a dra;aht, and
O
immediat ely uses his mental intelligence for actively
• See pages 1g1, 192.

t Pages 80, 218.
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protectin g himself from it.* ~o the spiritual man needs
to use his spirit sense in locatmg and dislodging the foe
by prayer.
. ,,
.
. .
Again, an " objective " and a " wile ar~ qmte d~st1~ct.
The wile is a means used by the foe to gam an obJect1ve.
The evil spirits must use " wiles " to carry out their
objective. Their objective is possession, but their "wiles"
will be counterfe its. They are liars, but how can they
succeed in getting their lies into the mind of _a man?
They do not need wiles to make themselv es liars_, but
they need the wile to get the li_e acc~pte~ by the believer.
The wiles of the devil and his emissarie s are countless ,
and fitted to the believer. t If he is to be moved by
suffering from any course of actib~ detriment.al to their
interests, they will play upon bis sympath_1es by . the
suffering they cause to one near and dear t~ him ; or 1£ he
shrinks from suffering in himself, they will work upon
this to make him change bis course. To those who are
naturally sympathe tic, they will use the counterfe it of
love· those who can be attracted by intellectu al things
will be drawn from the spiritual sphere by being driven
to over study, o be given mental attraction s of many
kinds. Whilst others, who are over sensitive and
conscient ious, may be constantl y charged with blame
for apparent ly continuo us failure. The lying spirits
lash the person for what they themselv es do,t but if
the believer understan ds how to refuse all blame from
them, he can use their very doings as a weapon agaiqst
them.
l!'or this conflict with the powers of darkness the
believer must learn experime ntally how to
The armour take and use the armour for the battle,
for the
described by the apostle in EpheR. vi.
conflict.
The objective in Ephesian s vi. is clearly
not victory over sin-this is assume< l-but VICTORY OVER
SATAN , The call is not to the world, but to the Church.
A call to stand in armour ; to stand in the evil day; to
stand against the powers of darkness ; to stand after
• See 1 John v. 18, A.v.

t Pages 89, 90.

t Page 196.

252

War on the Saints.

accomplishing the work of overthrowing them-" having
overcome all," verse 13, A.V. m. -by the strength given
of God.
T~e armour in detail, as set forth in Ephes. vi. is
provided that the child of God should be " ABLE to
stand" ag~inst the wiles of the devil; clea,rly showing
th~t ~ b_e~rever can be made able to conquer all the
prm~i~ahties and powers of hell, if he fulfils the necessary
cond1t10ns, and uses the armour provided for him.
It must be a REAL ARMOUR if it is provided for meeting
~ REAL FOE, and it must demand a REAL KNOWLEDGE of
it on the part of the believer; to whom the FACT of the
provision, the FACT of the foe, and the FACT of the fight,
must be as REAL FACTS as any other facts declared in the
Scriptures. The armoured and non-armoured believer
may be briefly contrasted as follows :The armoured Christian.
Armoured with truth.
Righteousness of life,
Making and keeping peace,
Self-preservation• and control,
Faith as a shield,
Scriptures in the hand,
Prayer without ceasing.

The non -armoured Chri,tian.
Open to lies, through ignorance.
Unrighteousness through ignorance,
Divisions and quarrels.
Reckless unwatchfulness.
Doubt and unbelief.
Relying on reason instead of
God's Word.
Relying on work without prayer.

The believer who takes up the whole armour of God
as a covering and protection against the foe must him, s~lf wa_l~ in. victory over the enemy. He m;st have (1)
his spmt mdwelt by the Holy Spirit, so that he is
strengthe~ed with the might of God to stand unshaken;
and be given continuously a " supply of the Spirit of
Jesus" to keep ~is spirit sweet and pure ; (2) his mind
renewed (Rom. xu. 2) so that he has his understanding
filled ,wi~h the light of truth (Eph . i. 18) displacing
Satan s hes, and destroying the veil with which Satan
once held it ; the mind clarified so that he intelligently
underst~nds what the will of the Lord is; (3) his body
subservient to the Spirit (1 Cor. ix. 25), and obedient to
the will of God in life and service.
• Root meaning of the word " salvation " in Ephes. vi. 17.

CHAPTE R XI.
War upon the Powers of Darkness.
The dispossessed believer discovers the need of aggressive war against
Satan and his hosts-through the suffering of being undeceived he is born
into the war-he finds he must fight to maintain his deliverance-some of the
results of his b . ing undeceived-the believer finds that prayer is the mightiest
weapon against the foe-he discovers the wickedness of the supernatural
powers of evil-their onslaughts on all who elect to stand agamst them-they
resent being vanquished at any point-the truth made known about them
disturbs their rest-the believer making war upon them discovers how to use
authority over them in the Name of Christ-the authority of Christ over evil
spirits for all believers-degrees in exer~ising autho_rity according to deg~ee of
personal victory-knowledge an essential factor m the us': _of :i,utho_ntyknowledge affects faith-knowledge affects the use of the volition m reSistance
to the enemy-war upon the Satanic powers by prayer-a systematic warfare
of prayer against the kingdom of darkness possible-the unfallen angels with
a ministration of war against the Satanic hosts-the militant church on earth
associated with the hosts of light in the war-their weapon the word of
testimony to the Blood of the Lamb-training in the prayer warfare-Church
of God now needs leaders trained to lead the people of God in this war-the
principles of defensive and aggressive warfare- the defensive warfare of
Ephes. vi.-prayer against the works of the devil-deslru_ctive_ ~nd constructive prayer for others oppressed by Satan-how evil sp irits cause
believers to resist the truth they need- the casting out of evil spirits-some
conditions-true fasting and prayer-the voice in casting out-are evil spirits
transmitted in casting out-the gift of discern ing of spi rits-fa ith should not
be an effort-other aspects of the prayer-warfare-pray er and action- praye,
and preaching-various spheres of prayer-universal prayer.

N the path to freedom from deception and possession,
the believer discovers the need of MAKING WAR
AGAINST THE POWERS OF DARKNESS, for the undeceiving and the dispossession which follows, reveals to
him the depths of the wickedness of Satan and his hosts
of wicked spirits. The believer sees that he must (1)
make war against their possession of him; (2) against all
their works; and (3) against their deception and
possession of others, as well as the need of a perpetual
daily fighting against all their onslaughts, which come
upon him apart from his giving them ground. The
believer who is dispossessed is born into the war, and
compelled to fight to maintain his freedom. Just as a
child is born into the natural world, and must breathe to
maintain life, so there is a birth into the warfare through

I
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the sufferings and pains of being undeceived, and delivered
from the thraldom of Satan.
~hrough his aggressive warfare against the foe, the
believer understands the systematic workings of the
forc~s of Satan. Through the knowledge gained by
readmg the symptoms of deception and possession in his
own case, he is now able to read them in others, and see
their need of deliverance, and finds himself compelled to
pray for them, and work toward that goal.
In war, whether natural or supernatural, there are two
principles governing the warfare, viz. :
Aggressioe
•
dd f
,
and defensive aggressive an
e ens1ve,
i .e., the attacking
warfare.
force must be able to defend itself as well
as take the aggressive against the enemy.
Bet~een the period of undeceiving and dispossessing,
the behaver learns to know bis weak points, and vulnerable parts ; and becomes able to recognize the methodical,
planned and systematic attacks of the forces of the
enemy upon those points.
By these attacks, the
knowledge of the active operations of the lying spirits,
.and of the need of unceasing warfare against them, is
-deepened in him. He knows that he must stand against
them daily, or be again entrapped by their wiles, and
fall a victim to their wicked devices ; for he discovers
that even the lesser attacks, which, before the time of bis
<leception and possession, would be unfelt, quickly
-0ver~~elm him, and cause him to lose his equilibrium,
.or spmtual balance, immediately. He knows, therefore,
by the lessons of bis fight to freedom, that be must ever
.after be on bis guard, * and watch against the attacks of
the subtle foe, whether they come through things around
~i~, or directly-or indirectly-through others, the
mdirect onslaughts being often the most violent.
J?uring the period of bis undeceiving, the eyes of the
b eliever also become open to the supernatural operations
of the forces of evil ; for just as God is seen by His
workings (J ohn xiv. 10, 11), so the powers of darkness are
.to be recognized by their activities. Both the Divine and
• Pages 202, 206.
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Satanic workings are invisible to the physical eye, but
the effects are perceptible to him who has the power to
read the signs. The one who has been dispossessed, can
see how much that others attribute to God's sovereignty
is nothing else but the results of the Satanic
Some of the
world-rulers' work, He sees that the
results of the
•
h
d
undeceiving. primary cause of the apat y an d ea dness
of the Church is Satanic, and that much
which has been put down to sin, or the evil nature, is
nothing but the work of evil spirits. Hence he must
war against the false teaching, which settles down to
accept Satanic workings in the world as the '· operations
of God." Through his own undeceiving his old thoughts
about thing!! connected with God, and with Satan, fall
to the ground as untested theories, and he receives two
blessings through his undeceiving; i.e. (1) a purified
"theology," (2) and a true demonology.
The undeceived and dis-possessed believer also becomes
intensely practical. He finds that God is "practical."
The devil is practical, and man must be practical to join
with the One against the other. The believer sees that
one of the ways in which the Son of God destroys the
work of the devil, is through the instrumentality of
.P!ayer, and that he 'iiiust now live a prayer-life, since
prayer is the mightiest weapon against the foe.
Through his undeceiving, the undeceived believer has
been made conscious of the actual force which the powers
of darkness bring to bear upon and against his tripartite
being, and thus learns that all the strength of his
redeemed, renewed, and liberated powers- men tal,
spiritual and physical- must be set again st them in order
that he may keep at liberty. In the experience he has
gone through, he has become more and more conscious
of his own spirit, and the need of using it in strength,
purity, and power against them. He has also discovered
that in the perpetual war which the deceiving spirits
wage against him, neither time, place, nor season, are
exempt from their attacks. Therefore, wherever he is,
whatever he does, whatever state he is in, he must wage
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equally pernistent war upon them. If he finds himself in
keen suffering and anguish, he knows that it is "the
hour and power of darkness " ; and learns by the suffering they cause that they are unmerciful, as well as evil;
intensely evil; nothing but evil; aiming at nothing but
evil, and with all the power they are able to wield,
endeavouring to draw him into evil, doggedly, silently,
persistenLly, wickedly, always at work; actuated by
undying hatred and malice against the human race.*
Enemies they are, and will be. What they are they were,
and what they were, they are still-evil, and evil only.
Thus he learns and knows that he must resist them, and
that the fight to keep his spirit strong, pure and buoyant
for victory over them needs all the force of his being, in
the power of God, to enable him to be victorious.
In the discovery of the wickedness and hatred of the
supernatural powers of evil against him,
.
r· Tdhhe b~l,eoer the believer learns he is not fighting against
.
.
, m s e rs at u,ar
with all hell. the mtelhgence of one supernatural being,
but against principalities and powers, with
vast resources at their command, and that IF HE STANDS

discouraged, and rendered less effective in their schemes.
The believer who would overcome such a disciplined and
pertinacious foe, will never dare put bis armour by, or
give himself to careless work, for he finds that the foe is
as tenacious and desirous to conquer as be himself is.
But be who fully knows the foe and the warfare, and its
eternal issues, finds his joy in the joy of war against an
enemy devastating the earth, and the joy of victory, as
a foretaste of the future triumph with the Lord Christ
over all His foeti. (Heb. x. 13; 1 Cor. xv. 25, 26).
It is essential to study the powers of darkness from the
point of view of their depraved nature.* To be conquered,
or to lose a point, is torment to them, for the fallen
nature, both of men and angels, rebels agn.inst confessing
itself vanquished. In the days of Christ, to be driven
out of their hiding places, commanded to go, and thus be
deprived of rest, was to demons" torment" before their time
(see Matt. viii. 29). They are being thus tormented by any
truth made known about them to-day. The truth
concerning them and their workings, with its consequent
liberation of men from their power, is disturbing their
rest at the present time, and what happened when Obrist
was on earth, will happen again when the casting out of
evil spirits will become a recognized part of all Christian
and ministerial activity. t The Gospels record how Sa.tan
and his minions objected to Christ's presence on earth,
for He moved about as the Victor, and they were shown
to be the vanquished ones.
The believer who has thus learnt, through fire, the
real schemes and workings of the Satanic
The use of forces, and realizes that he must make war
Christ' s aul horit:9 upon them for his own defence, as well as
.
.
.
ooer the power
of the enemy. for the hberat10n of others, now discovers
that Christ has given authority over
" all the power of the enemy " (Luke x. 19) to all who
will lay hold of it, as part of the finished redemption of
Calvary. That in union with Him He gives the believer
power to wield His Name, and in His name to hf.Lve

VICTORIOUS AGAINST THEIR WILES, HE HAS CONQUERED,
He finds
NOT ONLY ONE EVIL SPIRIT, BUT ALL HELL.

that the powers of darkness will not allow one single
believer to be victor over them, until they as a whole
(Epbes. vi. 12) have failed to conquer him. Hence their
onslaught on him who elects to be victorious over them
all, in vital union with the Victor Lord, Who put them to
open shame through His death on the Cross of Calvary. t
The believer is called to triumph over all the powers of
\ darkness, but to reach the goal he must put on the whole
armour of God, and lay hold of Divine strength, truth,
righteousness, peace, faith, the mighty sword of the
Scriptures, watchfulness and prayer. This armour, and
the weapons belonging to it, will enable him to " stand
against all" the wiles of Satan. If he stands, all heaven
sees it; if he is defeated, all hell knowa it. If he triumphs,
t he hosts of darkness are not only conquered, bu~
• Cf. pages 37, 38.

t Cf. pages 182, 199, 206.

• Pages 37 and 38.

R

t Cf. pages 30, 43, 44.
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authority to cast out demons. This was one effect of the
enduement of power upon the believers of the ea':1y
Church. Christ said, on the eve of His Cross, "Hitherto
ye have asked nothing in My Name." But after Pentecost
they wielded the Name, and found the Spirit of God
witness to its authority. " Such as I have, I give unto
thee. In the Name .. rise . ," said Peter. "I command thee in the Name of Jesus . . come out . . " said
Paul to the evil spirit (Acts xvi. 18). "In My Name
shall they casi! out demons . . " said Christ of His
followers.* "The spirits are subject to you .. " (Luke
x. 20) must be true of all who are in actual experience
"one spirit" (1 Cor. vi. 17) with the Lord.
The authority of Christ is, therefore, open to the faith
of all His children who are united to Him-in spirit, even
though they may not be wholly free, through ignorance,
from the power of deceiving spirits in their outer man.
This is reasonably so, because the authority of Christ
as Conqueror over the evil hosts of Satan, is not inherent
in the believer, but is laid hold of by him through the
power of the Holy Spirit, and is borne
The a~th?rity of witness to by Him only in response to
Christ rs not f 'th
Sh ouId, h owever,
.
.
inherent in the ai ·
a believer
by faith
belie()er.
th_us command evil spirits to depart they
will make the most of any occasion be,
may give them, after be bas dared to assert the authority
of their Victor's Name.
This is to be <!xplained by th e facts dealt with in earlier
pages of this book, that it is possible for the believer who is
ful~Y_ joined to Obrist in spirit, and in whose spirit the Holy
~pmt_ dwells, to have foreign spirits located, unknowingly,
m m11:d and body, who have obtained a footing by
~ecept1~n. t The Holy Spirit does not give up His place
m a child of God who has received Him because an
intruder, against the man's real desire, and
guile, bas
gained admission. The entrance of a demon to a man

by

'

• This passa~e i n Mark has been said to be doubtf.,1, lJUt the evidences
&~e- such that 1t may safely be taken as authoritathe a• any other portion
u~u page 126 of The Overcomer for August, 1912. (M•rsh•ll
Brothe1·s, 47 Paternoster Row, London,)
t Cf. page 99.
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in any part of him, does not make him a demon, any
more than the entrance of the Holy Spirit makes a man
God. It is when the believer knows the truth, and will
not take an attitude of refusal to the ground giving place
to the enemy; and thereby clings to known sin and gives
known ground to evil spirits, that bis innermost life
becomes seriously affected; just as known sin which the
man will not part with, brings a cloud between him
and God. God uses a man, so long as he is honestly
true to known light, whilst glaring inconsistenciesunknown to himself-may stumble others.
There are degrees in the manifestation of Christ's
authority through the believer, over the spirits of evil,
according to the degree of bis personal victory described
in our last chapter. Two believers may have faith to
wield the authority of Christ, and have different results
. th because of the difference in their knowledge
D egrees m ,
.
results of using of the workmgs of the powers of darkness,
tl,e authority of and hence a difference in their discernment
the Name.
· of th e case'
an d consequen t d'1agnos1s
before them; that is, if one believer apprehends that he
can cast out evil spirits by "commanding" only, and be
does not know bow the GROUND should be dealt with, be
will not find the same results as the one who knows that
the ground must be dealt with, before the evil spirits are
really cast out.
Knowledge and discernment enables the believer to see
where the Spirit of God would ba.ve him lay hold of the
11,uthority of Christ, and when to do so. For instance,
authority over evil spirits to cast them out, is of no
use in meeting their lies. Truth is the weapon of authority
then. The truth of God, spoken with the authority of
.knowledge that it is the truth which will set the soul free.
The degree of authority over evil spirits, then, depends
not only upon personal victory, but also
Knowledge
upon knowledge, and the believer who
a factor in
desires to know how to lay bold of the
authorit:9.
fullest authority over evil spirits for the
.n ke of the deliverance of others, must set himself to

-
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under stand their workings, as well as to be
IN ALL, AND OVER ALL HE PASSE S THROU
GH.

VICTO RIOUS

Let him
note how much is said in the Script ures about knowledge
and under standi ng. The Apostle wrote to the Colossians
a.bout their being filled with "the knowledge of God's
will in all spiritu al under standi ng" (Col. i. 9), and
the
Lord said "This is life eterna l, to know Thee .
. .~
(John xvii. 3); "If we walk in the light . . . fellow ship."
To walk in the light is to know God, and knowi ng
God,
we in relative degree know the power s of darkn ess;
for
light makes manif est the works of darkn ess
(see
Eph. v. 11-13). Those of full age in the spiritu al
life.
have lJy reason of use, their " senses exercised to discer
n
both good and evil" (Heb. v. 14, A.v.).
The believer must be willing for the price of the
knowl edge necess ary for discer nment , for he canno
t
take an attitud e of resista nce to a thing he believes
is of
God, or is good, or towar ds which he is neutra l?
Hemust KNOW wheth er a thing is of God or no, theref
ore
the degree of knowl edge he has a.bout the worki ngs
of
the spirits of evil determ ines the degree of his
(1)
discer nment , (2) resista nce, and (3) autho rity over them
in wielding the Name of Christ , wheth er exercised in
"casti ng out," comm andin g to leave a person ,
or
disper sing them by the light of truth. The believ
er
must know their wiles, schem es, metho ds and accusa tions,
weigh ts on the spirit and their causes, and when hindra nces
and obstac les a.re broug ht about by the enemy , so as
to
be able to discer n all these things , and resist them.
Know ledge also affects faith. The believer must KNOW
that it is God's will that evil spirits should
El)i/ s1Jirits
be, not only potent ially, but actual ly subjec t
subject to the t h •
• . d . . l
.
beliel)er joined to o 1m as one Jome
m vita umon to the
th, Lil)ing Christ. Holy One of God, Who was
Victo r over
them all when He walke d on earth, and
gave His messe ngers autho rity over them throug h using
His Name. (Cf. L uke x. -17 to 24.)
Some of the expres sions used in Script ure describing
~he attitud e of the Churc h, a.nd of individual memb ers
of
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9hrist towar d the power s of darkn ess, clearly show God's
will and purpo se for His people. Paul said that
God
would " brnise " Satan under the feet of His childr
en
(Rom. xvi. 20) ; the princi palitie s and power s were to
be
" wrestl ed again st" (Ephe s. vi. 12)~'-sure ly not with
a.
view to their trium ph over the Chris tian; to be "resis ted''
by a stedfa st attitud e of faith (1 Peter v. 8-9)- surely
not
by ignori ng their presen ce and worki ngs ; " withstood
"
(Ephe s. vi. 13), in their onsla ughts -surel y not
by
ignora nce of such attack s ; " devices " recogn ized to
be
guard ed agains t (2 Cor. ii. 10-11) ; and "cast out" with
the word of comm and by the autho rity of the Name
of
Jesus (Mark xvi.17 ), as those who were compelled to
go,
when a believer identifies himself with their Conqu eror,
and acts in relian ce upon the autho rity of His Name.
+
Know ledge again affects the use of the will,
in
resista nce to the enemy . How can the believer take
an
attitud e of resista nce to evil spirits in a meetin g, unless
he has knowl edge wheth er the power in that meetin
g is
Divine or Satan ic? The senses also, when acute,
are
factors in knowledge. If they are dulled by possession,
the knowl edge necess ary to actual ly read and discer
n
the workings of the power s of darkn ess is hinder ed.
KNOW LEDGE GOVER NS PRAYE R.
Abrah am was seeking
knowledge as to the conditions upon which God could
spare Sodom, when he revere ntly questi oned the Lord
about the doome d city. He wante d to know God's
condit ions, before he was able to pray for Sodom.
It is essent ial that the believer under stands the
worki ngs of the power s of darkn ess for
Knowledge
effective praye r agains t them. Witho ut
.u n~eded for
know ledge they may be active ly at work
eJJec/ir)e 1Jra:9er.
all aroun d him, and he be unable to stop
them by praye r BECAU SE HE IS UNCON SCIOUS OF THEIR
PRESE NCE, OR WHAT THEY ARE DOING .
That this is true
can be seen by the we.y the devil is worki ng among God's
people notwi thstan ding much praye r. They are not
able
• Bee p&ges 24 7, !!48.

t See Append i,s on &ttitude of the E&rly F&thers .
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to defeat him by prayer against his works, because they
a.re unable to recognize them.
In the war upon the powers of darkness, prayer is the
primary and mightiest weapon, both in (1) aggressive
war upon them and their works ; (2) in the deliverance
of men from their power, and (3) against them as a
hierarchy of powers opposed to Christ and His Church ;
for the believer should pray against them, not only fo r
himself, but for the whole Church (Ephes. vi. 18), and
for the whole world, which in due time will be absolutely
freed from their presence and power.*
There is a systematic warfare of prayer possible against
the kingdom of darkness, which would mean co-operation
with the Spirit of God in the liberation of the Church,
and hasten the ultimate binding of the great
serpent, and casting him down to the pit. (Rev. xx. 1-3.)
A material " chain" could not bind a supernatural being,
and it may be that " the great strong angel" typifies the
mystical "Christ;" consisting of the Head and members,
-the "Man-Uhild" caught up to the Throne-when the
members will have been liberated from the power of the
enemy, and then commissioned to lay hold of the Deceiver
to cast him into the abyss, and shut him up for the
thousand years.
Row much prayer has to do with the setting in motion
the hosts of light against the hosts of evil we do not full y
know. There are many passages in the Scriptures which
show that the unfallen angels have a ministration of wart
for the saints on earth, which the latter
T~• a•~els' have but faintly realized. In the Old
mmrstratwn o/
.
war for the saints. Testament the heavenly company IS shown
round about Elisha as in batt/,e array;
and in the New Testament, in Revelations xii., Michael
and his angels are seen warring against th e Dragon
and his angels, the Church on earth sharing in thi s war.
The united forces of the angelic hosts, and the Church
on earth, are manifestly joined against the Satanic hosts :
the latter " fighting " by t he " word of testimony"

and faith in the precious Blood, not only as single
individuals, but as an united company,-" They overcame
him . . "-recognizing their union against a common foe.
The angels' ministration of war against the powers of
darkness on behalf of the saints on earth, is strikingly
revealed in Daniel x., where Michael, the archan gel,
resists the interference of the Satanic " prince of Persin. "
and "prince of Grecia" with God's messenger, charged
with an interview with Daniel. In the same way they
fi ght against Satan and his angels as shown in Rev. xii.
The Lord referred also to the " legion of angels " which
He could call to His aid, to protect and deliver Him in
the hour and the power of darkness (Matt. xxvi. 53), but
He elected to fight the battle through alone, accepting
no heavenly succour but that of the angel sent to
strengthen Him in Gethsemane.
If a systematic warfare of prayer against the forces of
darkness is possible to the believer, whereby
. T,.raining f God could hasten the deliverance of the
'" tprayer.
e war o
Ch urch of Ch r1s
. t, m
. preparation
.
for t h e
Lord's appearing, and its future destiny;
such a warfare by prayei· needs to be learnt as much as
any other subj ect of knowledge in the world of men.
If we liken the war by prayer, systematically carried
out against the forces of darkness, to a war in the natural
sphere, those who would lead must be willing to be
trained, and to take the same learner's attitude as a
recruit in the natural sphere. Such believers need not
only to understand the intelligent use of the weapon of
prayer, but to obtain knowledge of the organized hosts
of darkness, and how to exercise their spiritual vision so
that " by reason of use " it becomes acute in discerning
the operations of the enemy in the spiritual sphere. The
believer must learn to observe, and learn by observation
their methods in the war against the people of God.
The Church of God now needs " leaders " trained in
the knowledge of the world-campaigns of the enemy ;
believers able to foresee his " wiles," and to guide the
rank and file of the Church into the aggressive war against

• II Pet, iii. IS ; Rev. xix. 20 ; xx . 10.

t P11oge 138.
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him. Leaders skilled in the knowledge of the armour,
and the weapons of warfare provided in the Word of
God, so as to detect any weak places in their use
e~pecially in prayer as an intelligent, systematic, aggres~
s1ve COUNTER-CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE STRATEGIC METHODS
OF THE HIERARCHY OF SATAN, against the Church.
The believer who makes war upon Satan, must learn
both the defensive and the aggressive sides of the warfare;
for to take the aggressive against such a wily foe, without
fully understanding how to maintain the defensive
position, means that the enemy soon ends the aggressive
prayer warfare, by such attacks upon the undefended
p~aces in his life o~ environment, as will quickly compel
him to draw back m defence of his own position. For
instance, the believer makes war upon the foe and
presses out into the open with a bold testimony to the
way the weapon of prayer drew some stronghold to the
ground, but it is not long before the testimony is challenged
by some onslaught upon his inner circle, or upon himself,
and the eager warrior finds he has failed to guard by
prayer his own domain.
The importance of the defensive aspect of the warfare
against the powers of darkn es · and of the
. made
'b omg
.
st an d'mg power of th e be1ievor
The defensi11e
•
war.r
1 are
of Ephe, . .,;, immoveable, is shown in Ephes vi., where
seven verses are given to deaoribe the
armour and the defensive position, with one verse only
embodying the aggressive war by prayer.*
The prayer-warrior fully armed must be alert in the
defensive position, ready to stand agains~ all the wiles of
the devil,~ or the hosts of wicked spirits, whether they
come as " powers," or with darkness, or in a rush of
numbers upon him. He must know how to withstand
th~ " evil day" (v. 13) of the Satanic onslaughts, and
havmg overcome all" (A.v., m.), how to stand in the
h?ur ~f victory, by discerning all their new attacks upon
him ID a chani;;e of tactics suited to the moment of
triumph.!

To maintain his defensive position the believer needs
to h.ow what evil spirits can cause to be done to him,
and about him, and be especially on guard lest he yields
to their workings, thinking he is submitting to God. He
must know that lying spirits can " burden " other
Christians a.bout him ; give visions to them, and
misinterpret things about him; cause these "burdened"
ones to write about him to others, and suggest thoughts
to others to his detriment ;* in brief, use every
possible device to move him from his position of
victory over them in his own personal life and environment. The greater his position of triumph-" having
overcome them all" (Ephes. vi. 13, m,)-the keener the
new schemes of the wily foe to dislodge the victorious one
from his armour-encased position. If by any of these
means they can get him to turn from the aggressive
warfare upon them, or be disturbed by the apparent
misjudgments of others, or beguiled into looking upon
these things as a "cross" he must bear, t he will have
failed to discern the tactics of the wily foe.
But when the believer knows what evil spirits cn.n do
to him, and about him, he can distinguish their workings
through others, and, standing steadily in his defenced
position, he protects himself by aggressive warfare upon
them as they work in these special ways, and does not
settle down to accept all these things as " the will of
God," but sets himself to extinguish them by a
systematic and persistent counter-campai gn of prnyer.
In the war upon the powers of darkness, prayer can
be persi:::lcntly and specifically directed
Prayer against against the works of the devil, as the
· h'1s ord'mary
of bel'1ever moves a bout m
the
dellil.
theworks
avocations, and sees their doings. It can
be brief and ejaculatory, but it is effectual. It need only
be " Lord, destroy that work of the devil I " or " ~ay
God open the eyes of that man to the deceptions of Satan
around him 1"
There is also prayer for others, directed specifically
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• ;,~., 'P.ph()EI. vi, 18.

t Ct. pp. 240, 2-49 to 259.

t Cf. pp. 24!i, 247.

• ~ee pages U5, 146, 240, 'l,13.

t Of. pp. 88, 89.

266

267

War on the Saints.

War on the Saints.

again st evil spirits in them; but this first needs knowle~~e to d!sc~rn _the symptoms of their presence, and
ability to distmgmsh between the man himself and the
evil spirit, or spirits. Any uncertainty here will weaken
the force of prayer. If the prayer-warrior has a doubt
about the source of certain characteristics in another
which caus~ the man to act as if he were iwo persons, ;
o~e contradic tory to the other, and one manifestly not
his true character, he can pray that any evil spirit
present may be exposed, so that the man himself will
recognize it, or that the prayer-warrior may be sure of the
source of certain things, that he may direct prayer upon
the right cause.
. One special ~ark of an evil spirit's presence in, or
with, or operatm? upon, or through another, in every
degree of poasess1on, however slight, is antaaonism to all
truth in connection with the powers of darkness
especially that about evil spirits ; the antagonism bein~
unreasonable and unreasoning. For a man who is un- touched by them, can calmly open his mind to knowledge ~bout them, as easily as about the things of God.
There 1s also resistance in such 'rnlievers, in mind or spirit,
to other aspects of truth ; whether it be Scriptural truth
as ap~lied t~ the~~elves personally ; or truth concerning
facts m their spmtual experience, or about themselves
or tbeir actions, which the lying spi rits do not wish them
to know. Just as a special mark of the Presence of the
Holy Spirit operating upon, or through another is an
OP E N NESS ~o TRUT~; a desire and even a keen hunger
truth, 1~respect1ve of consequences, or feelings of
pam. t Believers of all degrees of spiritual life place
themselves on the side of the God of Truth when they
speci~cally declare, "I open myself to all truth," and by
so domg they enable the Spirit of Truth to do His work.
It is important that the prayer-warrior should discriminate the working of evil spirits in possession of
o e , as I , but not OF the person ; so as not tQ be
diverted from direct dealing with the enemy by blaming

the one in whom they have obtain ed a footing for their
manifestations.
The believer seeking to help another under th e
. . . possession of evil spirits, must be prepared
t th
·
·
· ·t
• ·
How ev,1 spirits
cause belie vers for th e dece1vmg spin s m1susmg o · e
to resist the truth captive one the very truth be himself
th ey need.
desires , 11.nd needs for bis deliverance, as
well as misrepresenting to him the one seeking to help
him to freedom. Sometimes the truth wbicb is meant to,
and does deliver the deceived one in spite of all tbat
appears to the contrary, is used as a whip to beat him,
by the lying spirits in possession.* The poor captive bas
the actual sense of being lashed with rods as real as if
the stripes fell on his body, and it appear!< as if the words
of the other giving him the light he needs, and which he
himself desires to have spoken to him, are as rods beating
him. But if the deceived believer refuses to be moved by
the pain of th e lashin g, ln.ys hold of the truth tohl him,
and at once '!.' URNS IT INTO PRAYER and fight against the
enemy, he grasps the weapon of victory. For example,
if a man is told "the enemy is now deceiving you," and
he at once replies "It is against my will. May God
rern11l all deceptions from Satan to me, and to the whole
Church!" he at once lays hold of a weapon for victory.
All truth imparted to a deceived believer should
inspire antagonism to the lying spirits of Satan, instead
of causing despair or resistance to the truth, or attempted
laboured explanations to prove other causes for suoh and
such a manifestation. t The believer who desires freedom
should thankfully receive all light that will expose the
enemy, saying, " How can I get the beu efit of this as a
weapon against the foe? "
But in the stress, and ofttimes confu sion, of the dispossessing period,! the deceived and possessed person
unwittingly fights against his deliverance by covering
and siding with the evil spirits who have deceived him.
The will may be set, and declared to be for deliverance,
yet when the truth is given, evil spirits manifest their

!oz:

• Du&l person&IUy, pages 97-99.

t Cf. pp. 59, 100,181.

• Pages 175, 196.

t Ct. pages 103 (Column list), 115. t See pp . 194 t o 196.
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presence in the circumference of the man, or wherever
thef may be located, by arousing feelings of rebellion
agam~t th_e ve_ry truth, or messenger of trnth, which the
man m his will has chosen to receive. In brief they
l>~ing into play all the resources they have at 'their
d1spo~al. T_hey pour a flood of confusing thoughts into
tlie mmd, with suggestions utterly foreign to the desires
of ~he_ person, a~d sometimes raging feelings in the body,*
as if it were bemg wrenched with pain, the spine and
ne1:v~s appear to be racked with irritation, and the hen.d
as if it would _burst with pressure-none of this arising
fr~ any physical canse_. For the time being, the messenger
with truth for the deliverance of this captive believer,
a~p~ars to have <lone far more harm than good to the
v1Ct1m of Sa_tan ; but if the truth bas been given, and the
pr~yer warno_r stands unmoved by the outward storm,
qwietly resisting by pr~yer the evil spirits arousing it,
sooner or later the captive emerges into freedom, and a,
greater degre~ of de~iverance, if not full victory.
Prayer agmnst evil spirits in others may have to be
accompanied by the inaudible commanding
Th:u~a;1j"g of them to leave the person, or else in
•vii spirits.
casting ?ut the demon, or demons, directly
and audibly. There are several conditions
for _doing_ this, which need careful and prayerful
cons1dernL1011, ere such a course is taken.
The
poss~s~ed person may first need (1) truth upon his
concl1t10n, and the ground wherein the evil spirit
h~s found lodgment.
This requires knowledge and
discernment on the patt of the worke1·, and sometimes
very exhanstiv~ dealing with the possessed one; (2)
the ?round which _has been discovered must be given up
defimtely and specifically by the victim, t or the" castina
out" may fail; (3) definite prayer to God for His will t~
be _r~vealed concerning the whole matter, and how the
Spmt of God would have it dealt with, is primarily
necessary ; (4) the authority of Christ needs to be
specifically taken by the one called upon to deal with the
• Att•ck on body, see pe.ges 1311, 163.
t Cf. pp. 189-193.
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mao, and (5) wrestling prayer which reaches "fasting"
may be needed if the case is a very difficult one. ,:,
The fasting which is of spiritual effect in such a case,
means, that the one who is dealing with the possessed
person, is brought into such a hand to hand conflict of
spirit with the evil spirit, or spirits, in possession, that
the sense of any bodily need ceases until the victory is won.
The Lord's wilderness conflict throws light upon this,
for it appears that it was not until after
The true fasting Satan had left Him and the tension of the
from food in
· l nee d s
conflict.
confl'1ct was over, t h' at H'1s p h ys1ca
asserted themselves, and "He hungered"
(Matt, iv. 2). True "fasting," therefore, appears to be
not so much the result of a believer's choice and
determination to fast from food, as the result of some
spirit-burden, or conflict, which constrains him to fast
because of the dominance of the spirit over his body, and
no sense of physical need at all. But when the conflict
is over and the spirit disengaged, the requirements of the
body make themselves felt once more.
There is also a permanent attitude toward the body,
which may be described under the word" fasting," which
is a necessary condition for continuous victory over evil
spirits. Especially for the castiug out of evil spirits, is
it imperative that the believer has complete mastery overhis body, able to discriminate between its legitimate
demands, and the spirits of evil seeking to gain a footing
behind its lawful needs, and to detect all the wiles seeking
to rob him of victory over them.
In the casting out of evil spirits, the voice may be
. . strong or weak, as it is governed by the
Th~t."~,c•utm circumstances of the occasion.
If it is
cas m 6 o
weak, the weakness may be caused by
fear, ignorance, an immaturely developed spirit, or it may
be the result of the strength of the opposing spirit. The
Holy Spirit who energizes the man for the act of
"casting out," is of necessity hindered in His operations
by these factors in the believer. t Especially is an.
• Cf. pp. Ill, 131.

~4'..-...-

t Cf. pp. 1!115. 257, 258.
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. undevelo ped spirit a limitation , for this shows the nonuse of the spirit in general conflict, for the spirit grows
strong in maintain ed resistanc e and conflict with the
powers of darkness, and by obtaining complete mastery
over soul and body, as did John the Baptist in the
wildernes s (Matt. iii. 4) ; for "every man that striveth
for the mastery" (1 Cor. ix. 25) over himself, gains a
capacity of spirit for the Holy Spirit's energizin g, which
can be obtained in no other way.
The special influx of the Holy Spirit which equips
believers for co-operat ing with Him in wielding the
authority of Christ over evil spirits, is dealt with in
another chapter':' (Acts xiii. 8, 9, 10). The Holy Spirit in
the spirit of the believer, is the power at the back of the
act of casting out, and the servant of God should watch
keenly not to move to any aggressiv e step apart from
Him. P aul endured for many days the attack of the evil
spirit upon him through the woman possessed with a
spirit of divination, but there was a moment when, " sore
troubled, " th e Apostle turned upon it (Acts xvi. 18), and
s peaking direct to the spirit, and not to the girl, commanded it to come out of her. The believer who can
-discern the sense of the spirit knows that moment, and,
co-working with the Spirit of God moving in his spirit,
finds the power of the Name of Jesus over the demons of
Sat an, as effective to-day as in th e time of the Apostles
.and the Early Fat hers of the Church. t
The chief factor in t he casting out, or command ing evil
spirits to come out of a m an, is FAITH IN THE POWER OF THB
NAME OF JEsus . This faith is based on knowledge that
.evil spirits must obey the authority of Christ, exercised
by Him through those who are united to Him. Any
doubt on this point will render the command ing fruitless.
The casting out is always done by speaking directly to
the spirit in possession, and in the Name of Christ, the
believer saying :
" I charge t hee in the Name of Jesus Christ to CO!Jl6
out . .. " Acts xvi. 18.
• Pages 284-~94.

t Cf. pp. I ll, 260, e.nd Appendix.
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There is no danger of the evil spirit, when cast out,
entering into, or being transmitt ed to the
Can e1'il •~irits one who has dealt with them, unless there
be transmitted. •
. d ,
1s ground f or t h e1r
omg so, or consen t':'
is obtained for their entry by trick of the enemy.
Believers called upon to deal with evil spirits in others
should deliberate ly declare their stand upon the Calvary
basis of Roman vi. 6-11, ere they do so, as the only safe
way of dealing with the basic ground of the old creation,
which unknowin gly may give place to the enemy.
The casting out of an evil spirit from another may also
be an occasion for the manifesta tion of one hidden
unknowingly+ in the believer who is dealing with the
other possessed person. If this is so, when he ~nds ~n
immediat e manifesta tion of the enemy's workmgs m
himself he is liable to attribute it to a transmiss ion to
himself, or an attack upon himself, of the expelled spirit.
Through this wrong interpret ationt he now seeks
deliveran ce from the supposed "transmi ssion," and
thereby gives new ground to the deceiving spirit, because
he does not seek for the cause of the manifesta tion in his
past life; that is, he deals with it as an " attack," instead
of a symptom , and hence the cause, or ground, is left
undealt with, and undiscov ered.
Neither does the laying on of hands by a person
unknowin gly possessed , transmit evil spirits. If it appears
so, it is but an occasion for an evil spirit already hidden
in the person, to manifest itself, and then to sug~est a
wrong cause for the manifesta tion, so as to throw him off
the track in the discovery of ground. In brief, if there
are already deceiving spirits in possession, the condition s
are favourabl e for their manifesta tion, for ALL MANIFESTA·
TIONS OF EVIL SPIRITS IN A PERSON MEANS GROUND § for
their occupatio n, which should be dealt with at once. If
a symptom atic manifesta tion is called a°: " attack " from
outside, no deliveran ce will be known until the true cause
is recognized.
• See p ages 102, ll2.
t See e.lso possible co.use, page 55.
t P e.ge 190.
§ Pages 54, 96, 155, e.nd
"Samm e.ry of Ground " in Supplement ary Notes, pe,ge SOG,
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It may be said at this point that whatever signification
there may be in the "laying on of hands," the result
should be spiritual, and in the spirit, not in physical
sensations, or any conscious feelings in the senses.*
Much of the knowledge needed for the "discerning of .
spirits " can be obtained by careful perusal
The gift of of preceding
chapters, but there is a gift
discerning of
of "discerning of spirits," referred to in
spirits.
1 Corinthians xii, as a manifestation of the
Holy Spirit in the members of the Body of Christ. Like
all the Gifts of the Spirit, it needs the full co-operation
of the believer for use, and becomes clearer and
stronger as it is used. For this reason, it may appear
so ordinary in its exercise, and so much like the using of
a. spirit sense faculty belonging to the man, that it
escapRs the attention of others. That is, it may not appear
supern atural, nor operate in a miraculous way. Also
like all the other gifts, it is not for show but for profit
(v. 7), and it is only recognisable when it is in operation,
and even then, may need a spiritual man to discern its
presence and manifestation .
The power of di£cernin g of spirits proceeds from the
spirit of the believer, as the place from whence the Holy
~pirit ~anife~ts His Presence and power, and develops
in manifestation throitgh the mind, as the man grows in
knowledge and experience of spiritual things, and learns
to watch a_n d observe the ways of God, and the workings
of the evil supernatural powers. Discernment is a
"gift of the Spirit," but it is manifested as a fruit of
watchfulness , and watchfulness is the fruit of keen
alertness on the part of the believer. It needs great
patience, great skill and great perseverance to become
proficient in discriminatio n, and discernment. t
The faith necessary for laying hold of, and exercising
the authority of Christ over the spirits of evil cannot be
MADE ; and if there is any effort in its exercise the
believer should know that there is something at fault
which needs examination ; and seek to understand the
• Cf. pages 131, 13~.

t Cf, Heb. v. H,
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hindrances to the working of true faith. When a prayerwarrior finds it ciifficult to "believe," he should find out
the cause ; whether it is from the (1) opposition of the
powers of darkness; or (2) the non-working of the Holy
Spirit with him in respect to the matter in hand. (Cf.
Mark xvi. 20.)
There is what may be described as an "evil" faith,
that is, a compulsion* to "believe," which comes from
evil spirits. The fact that the devil fights against the
exercise of faith, is no proof of that " faith " being a true
faith, or vice versa. It is true that the devil tries to
quench true faith, and the believer may fight to keep it
alive ; but he must examine and know the nature of the
faith that is in him. Is it of God in the spirit, or is it
from the mind, or will, and based on a personal desire ?
In brief, is its origin from the man himself, or from God '!
There are many aspects of the war by prayer against
the powers of darkness, which space preOther aspects eludes dealing with fully, such as lessons
of the prayer
. .
warfare.
from the act of Moses, hftmg
up his
ha~ ds on the hill-top, which was an outward
expression of a spiritual DEED. The result of his action
was seen in the plain, when the forces of Israel triumphed.
The cause of the victory was invisible. Something in
the spiritual realm was accomplished by the outward,
visible attitude of the man upon the hill, which was
manifest to him and the men with him, when he let
down his weary hands.
The powers of evil attacking Israel through Amalek
are the same forces against the Church of Christ to-day.
Moses could not have kept the assertion of faith in
Jehovah as Victor, audibly expressed without intermission
throughout the prolonged fight ; and that no intermission
in the act of faith was vital, is to be seen in that the
moment his hands went down, the enemy triumphed, and
as they went up, Israel prevailed.
There are times in a prolonged fight with the hosts of
Satan, when it is clear to the spiritual vision, that the
• Cf "compulsion " a.s the ma.rk of a.11 evil spirit working, pa.ge 66.
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enemy gains ground as the '' word of testimony " flags ,
and that the forces of God conquer as the Lord's praying
ones maintain the cry of victory. In hours such as these,
some physical act expressing the maintenance of the
attitude of victory, to relieve' mind and body from overstrained tension, may be admissible, and uplifted hands,
or stretched out hands, may instinctively come about in
the " hill-top " conflict for the Church of Christ.
There are hours, too, when the battalion of wicked
spirits stand back, and the prince of darkness himself
stands against the believer, as in Zech. iii. 2. Then the
words, "The Lbrd rebuke thee, 0 Satan," never fails.
When prayer, also, needs focu ssing upon some stronghold of the enemy, in patient, persistent prayer for a prolonged period; or a wrestling in spirit in a great crisis
battle against the forces of darkness, holding some position
they have taken; there are many weapons available to
the armour-clad believer as he stands in Christ, withstanding the hosts of wicked spirits in high places. Not
only the lifted hands of Moses, and the rebuking words
of Michael, but the holding the curse* of God upon the
Prince of darkness, and all his hosts-that curse upon
t he great spirit-being, clothed in the guise of a serpent,
which the Lord God pronounced upon him in the Eden
tragedy of the Fall. That curse, which has never been
revoked, and which Satan knows lies before him in its
final climax in the lake of fire. The reminder of this
,curse is often an effective weapon against the foe.*
The believer who has been patiently and persistently
labouring in prayer, and conflict with the
Prayer and
.
action.
enemy, f or oth ers, must ho ld himself
ready for action, for God may use the one
who has prayed to be the instrument of the deliverance
of the one prayed for. It is essential to have action as
well as prayer. Many think it is quite enough to pray,
because God is omnipotent; but God needs men to p_!"ay
who are ready also to act. Cornelius prayed, and then

l

I

• See Ap pen dix, p age 306.
Also" Conquest of Ca nae.n."
Marshall Brothers, 47 raternoeter Row, E.C.
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-acted in sending for Peter (Acts x. 7-8). Ananias had
prayed about Paul, and then was sent to speak to him
(Acts ix. 11). Moses prayed for the deliverance of Israel,
but he himself was called to be a great factor in the
:answer to his prayers (Ex. iii. 10).
There is also a time for answered prayer (Luke ii. 26),
:and hinderers to answered prayer (Dan. x. 13). Those
who pray for the deliverance of others, must have
patience to plod in prayer for many days. There is
sometimes a wrong thought about prayer in expecting a
~• ilow" of prayer, if it is truly in the spirit. Because
believers find no easy flow they cease to persevere in
prayer, whereas pra,yer, when OPPOSED TO THE ENEMY,
-often means a hewing out words in a real fight against
the hinderers to prayer. Believers must not expect those
who are deeply deceived, to be delivered in a few weeks;
l for it may take months and even years of prayer. Contact
~ with those who are being prayed for may hasten their
deliverance, for the reason that God can work more
-quickly when He can use others to help immature
Christians, when they do not understand. Indirectly,
we answer our own prayers when we go to the ones we
-are praying for, * and give them the light tLey need.
Patience and perseverance are n,:ieded, because, as we
have seen, believers needing deliverance hinder through
ignorance, when they side with evil spirits in believing
their suggestions, and excuses ;t even whilst they
-sincerely desire to be liberated from their power.
The one who prays may be oalled upon to act by
transmission of truth by preaching. If so,
Pra yer and he will need to understand the place of
preaching.
prayer in his preaching. 'l'hat (1) he needs
the prayers of others for effective utterance (Ephes. vi.
19) ; and that (2) he must carry out the warfare himself
experimentally when he is transmitting truth which
affects the kingdom of Satan. If by prayer he deals with
the powers of darkness before preaching, the flow through
his spirit may be unhindered ; but if evil spirits are

l
Il

• i.e , first mB,kiog sure of God's will.

t See pages 55, 102, 188, 200, 201,
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hinder ing his message he may have to fight his words
out with difficulty, becau se his spirit is at the same time
resisti ng the obstacles in the spiritu al realm. This may
cause his voice to sound harsh because of the resista
nce
in the atmosphere, * the voice breaking throug h into cleartones when the resista nce gives way. When ever
the
spirit is thus engaged in conflict the outer man is affecte
d
and less calm in action or speech . Whils t the believ
er
is actual ly preaching, deceiving spirits can endea vour
to
interfe re with his delivery by a stream of "com ments
,"t
so to speak, chargi ng him with their own workings, i.e.,
they will be whisp ering to him every cause but the true
one for the condition of the meetin g,! pouring accusa tions.
into his mind whilst he is speaking, challe nging
the
words coming out of his mouth . If he is speak ing
of
the holiness of life necess ary for the children of God,
he
ia told how far he comes short of what he is preach ing
to
others ; the challe nging being so persis tent that
the
speak er may sudde nly insert into his message depreciative
words about himself, and throug h these words, sugge sted
by evil spirits, and thoug ht by the speak er to be his own,
they pour a stream into the atmos phere of the meetin
g,.
which brings a dark cloud upon the people.§
J Praye r fulfils some law which enables God to work, \
\i.nd makes it possible for Him to accomplish His purpo
ses ..
If such a law does not exist, and God has no need
of the
praye rs of His children, then asking is waste of time,
but
in fact, ~ the greate st conceivable weapon
of
destru ction at the dis osal of the
· er destroying ..
obstacles to God's working, either from sin or the works
·
of the devil.
Praye r is

as well as constructive, but to
this end it must be radical, piercing to the
Prayer as a
very source of things , destroying the cause .
destroying
weapon.
or causes of hindra nces to the operations of God. Praye r needs to be specific
and radical, first in the sphere of the personal, then
out
throug h the local to the universal. Activity in prayer
• Page 165. t Page 235. t Cf. also pages 115, 116, 165.
t Cf. page 90.
DESTR UCTIV E
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'Should be in the order of (1) Personal prayer, coveri
ng
personal needs ; (2) Famil y prayer, covering family needs
;
(3) Local prayer, covering enviro nment needs ;
(4)
Universal prayer, covering the needs of the whole Churc
h
of Christ, and the whole world (1 Tim. ii. I; Ephes . vi . 18).
If the prayer -warri or prays for the univer sal, witho
ut
first having dealt with person al and local
Unillm al
needs, the enemy will touch these smalle r
prayer.
sphere s, and thus by the force of person al
and local attack , draw the believer down
from the
universal outlook. The order of praye r is theref ore, first
exhau stive praye r for all person al and local sphere
s,
prayin g throug h these out to the wider range of
the
universal. Praye r not only exhaustive, but persis tent.
The believer needs for all this (1) streng th to pray,
(2) vision to pray, and (3) %nowledge what to pray;
for
there is a seque nce in praye r which needs to be under
stood intelli gently , and a work of_ praye r, deman din
a~ 1,ofe..:
9 .
much trainin g and equi ment as 1s neede d for reachm
e ramed praye r-warr ior knows somet hing of all the
various aspect s of prayer , such as: The praye r of asking
(John xiv. 13); the praye r of interc eding (Rom. viii. 26);
"sayi ng" (Matt. xxi. 21 ; Mark xi. 23-25) and burde
n
prayer , which may be a burde n in the spirit or on
the
mind (Col. ii, 1: iv. 12). He knows that burde ns
of
praye r may be conscious, and that he must not expec
t a
conscious burde n for every prayer , nor wait till he "feels
moved to pray." He knows that to see a. need for praye
r
)is sufficient call for praye r, and if he waits for "feeli
ng"
·\that he can pray when he has vision to pray, i ~
He
-1,under stands , too, in the sphere of the universal, the one- i
( ness of the whole Body of Christ, and that in that sphere
1 of union, he can say "Ame n"
to the praye rs of t~e
whole Church, so far as they are of the Holy Spirit,
m
l the will of God.
l All this but touches the fringe of the war by praye r
which could be waged upon the forces of darkness,
for the deliveranmi of God's people, which is the true
objective of Revival.
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CHAPTER XII.
Revival Dawn and the Baptism of the Spirit.
The dangers of Revival-the hour and power of Goel and the devilthe absence of the Tempter but the presence of the counterfeiter--" no devil,••
yet his harvest time-netting his victims-mixing his workings-beguiling the
saints-old methods on new converts-Satan among the sons of GoclRevi val ceases because of the inroads of the powers of darkness-the schemes
and workings of evil spirits in Revival times-the testimony to the world
d~stroyetl-occasion to evil spirits lo deceive and possess believers- Revival
mmus wa_r on Satan ~nds in partial failure-the need of equipment to meet
counterfeits on Revival advent-war upon evil spirits indispensable for
mai~taining ~eal(h, sanity and spiritual power in those revived-a pure
Revival possible 1f Church understood the wiles of Satan-dangers of Revival
prayer meetlflgs-prcsent conditions of spiritual Church-souls baptized with
the Spirit useless because of captivity lo the counterfeits of Satan-the main
lines of praye~ _needed-:-the conditi ons of Revival-what is a true baptism of
the_ ~oly Sl?mt-R~v1val depends upon understanding 1>he Baptism of the
Spmt and ,ts effects- Revival may be checked at its birth-an aftercounterfeit of the true may check results of the true-the reception of the
Holy Spirit in the initial stage-the preparation for the enduement for
service and the conditions-the ultimate of Revival-Satan's victims made
victors-the Millennial appearing of the Victor of Calvary-the casting of
Satan to the Abyss.

E have seen that the period in the believer's life
wherein he receives the Baptism of the Holy
Spirit is the special time of danger from the
evil supernatural world, and the Baptism of the Spirit
is THE ESSENCE OF REVIVAL. Revival dawn, is, therefore,
the great moment for deceiving spirits to find entrance
into the believer by deception through counterfeits,
resulting sometimes in the possession dealt with in
preceding pages.
The hour of Revival is a time of crisis and possible
catastrophe. A crisis in the history of every individual, as
well as in the history of a. country, a church, or a district.
A crisis for the unregenerate man, wherein he settles his
eternal destiny, as he accepts, or rejects conversion to
God ; a crisis to those who receive the fulness of the
Holy Spirit, and to those who reject Him ; for to the
believer who bends, and receives the Holy Spirit, it is
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the day of the visitation of the Most High, but to others
it means the decision whether they will become spiritual
men or remain carnal (1 Cor. iii. 1); whether they will
elect to remain in defeat in the personal life, or determine
to press on as overcomers.
Few go through the crisis without deception by the
enemy in more or less degree, and only those who cling to
the use of their reasoning faculties at this time, can hope
to be saved from the cataqtrophe of becoming a victim
to the subtle workings of evil supernatural powers. If
the believer does become deceived by evil spirits at the
time that he is baptized with the Spirit, almost immediately after the highest point of his experience, be begins
through deception to descend into a pit which ultimately means depth of darkness, bondage and misery,
until be is undeceived and returns to the normal path.
Those who do not discover the deceptions, sink into
deeper deception, and become practically useless to God
and to the Church.
Revival is the hour and power of God, and of the devil,
for the descent of the Divine power brings the accompanying onslaught of evil supernatural powers. It
means MOVEMENT IN THE SPIRITUAL REALM. Revival
itself is the hour of God, when heaven is
Reoioal the opened, and the power of God works among
h D' .
hour and power
men, b ut wh en t e 1vme power appears
of God.
and evil supernatural
away,
pass
to
powers manifest their workings in a man, or a church,
or a country, then men ma1vel that the devil's work
should be where God had been so manifest, not knowing
that the devil was planting his seeds, and DOING ms
Revival ebb began
WORK, FROM THE DAWN OF REVIVAL.
with its flow, but all unseen.
In the hour and power of God in Revival, the
" Tempter" appears to be absent, but he is present as
~he Counterfeiter. Men say there is "no devil," and yet
it is his greatest harvest time. He is netting his victims,
mixing his workings with the workings of God, and
beguiling the saints more effectively than he was ever
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able to do with his temptations to sin. As a. counterfeiter,
and deceiver, the ever watchful foe uses his old methods
of deception and guile on new converts, who, having
victory over known sin, think the Tempter has left them,
not knowing his new ways , His absence is only
apparent, and not real. Satan was never more active
among the sons of God.
The Devil's great purpose is to stop the Revival power
of God, and every Revival that has been given of God to
awaken His people, has ceased after a time
Why Reoioal
stop,,
more or l ess s h ort, because of the (1)'
Church's ignorance of the laws of the
spirit for co-working with God;* and (2) the insidious
creeping on of the powers of darkness, unrecognized, and
yielded to by the people of God through ignorance.
Those who are born of the Spirit at such a period of the
manifested power of the Holy Spirit emerge into a
spiritual world, where they come into contact with spiritbeings of evil, OF WHOSE EXISTENCE THEY HAVE NO
EXPERIMENTAL KNOWLEDGE . They become conscious of
spiritual forces and things which they think must be of
God, and they do not know of the possibility of workings
produced by wicked spirits, mixed with the thinas of
God. This is the reason why Revival, which qui~lrnns
the Church, and for a period manifests to the world the
regenerating, uplifting power of God, produces as an
aftermath a number of genuine Spirit-born believers who
are said to have "religious mania," or are called" cranks."
And this is why " Revival " is sooner or later checked
and discredited, the testimony to the world destroyed,
the sober section of the Church dismayed, and made
fearful of its effects.
To put it in bluntest language, the Revival hour is the
occasion for evil spirits to obtain "possession " of
spiritual believers, and REVIVAL CEASES BECAUSE oF
SUCH POSSESSION. The most spiritual believers, who
were baptized with the Holy Spirit, and most fitted to be
o.sed of God in Revival service, may become deceived and
• er. pages 1114 to 2~.
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possessed by evil spirits THROUGH ACCEPTlliG THE COUN·
TERFEITS OF SATAN. Believers who are not so abandoned
to the Spirit escape the a.cute "possession," but in their
contact with hitherto unknown workings from the
spiritual realm, a.re equally open to deception which is
manifested in a less recognisable way.*
What is called the "fanatical "t spirit, which in some
degree, follows Revival, is purely the work of evil spirits.
At Revival dawn the ignorant are teachable, but through
their " spiritual experiences," later on they become
unteach11,ble. Pre-Revival simplicity gives place to
Satanic" infallibility," or an unteachable spirit. Dogged,
stubborn obstinacy in a believer after Revival is not from
the source of the man himself, but from evil spirits
deceiving his mind, holding his spirit in their grip, and
making him unbending and unreasonable. t
The scheme of the powers of darkness in Revival dawn,
is to drive, or push to extreme, what is true. Their
"push" is very slight and imperceptible at the beginning,
in suggesting thoughts, or impelling to actions a very
little contrary to reason, but as the" push" is yielded to,
and the use of the reason is silenced,§ those who are
t;hus deceived in due course become fanatical. The
judgment of those believers impelled. t~ unreason~ble
actions, may be against, and even res1stmg the thmgs
they are supernaturally urged to do, II yet they are unable
to stand against the supernatural power driving them,
which they think and believe is from God.
All this, and much else already dealt with in preceding
pages, together with the after history of
R~oioal and all Revivals of the past, shows that
War
REVIVAL MINUS WAR ON SATAN AND HIS
on Satan.
WICKED SPIRITS, must always appear to end
in partial failure through the mixed results, cons~quent
on the workings of God, and the counterfeits of
Satan. The Church, thereforP, sorely needs believers
equipped with knowledge and discernment, to meet the
• Cf. pnges '/1-73.
t Pages 48, 55.
l Pages 77, 1211, 1211.
f Pages 141, 142.
UPages 119, ll!O, 14~, 144.
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Satimic counterfe its which invariabl y follow the advent
of Revival, knowing all the symptom s of Satanic deception and possessio n, and able to resist the powers of
darkness, and teach the children of God the way of
victory over them, as well as the aggressiv e warfare upon
them; * for war upon the attacking spirits of evil is
indispens able for maintain ing the health, sanity and
spiritual power of those who are revived.
•
A PURE REvrv AL-free from the usual aftermat h-rs
POSSIBLE if the Church understoo d the truths about the
p~wers of darkness, as well as the way of co-operat ion
with the Holy Spirit. Apart from this same knowledg e
of the workings of Satan and his wicked spirits, so as to
be able to recognise their presence under any guise, no
one can with safety accept all the supernatu ral manifesta tions accompan ying Revival, or believe all seeming
" Pentecos tal power" to be of God. A PURE Revival is
Divine power in full operation , minus sin and Satan. It
is not cold "belief," but life, and it has to do with the
spirit, not the intellect.
Apa.rt from this same knowledge, those who pray for
Revival do not clearly understan d what
Pr,per
they pray for, nor how to act when their
1 or
Reoioal.
prayers are answered ; for they are not
.
prepared to meet the Satanic oppositio n
t.o their prayers; nor even tho dangers atLencla nt upon
prayer for Revival. t
Why is there not yet world-wi de Revival in answer to
world-wide prayer? For the same reason that Revival
subsides when it has begun, and that prayer meetings
for Re\;ival end in catastrop he, or powerless ness. The
check to Revival, both when it has begun, and in the
prayer preceding its advent, is caused by the spirits of
evil deceiving or hindering the praying ones.
The hindranc e to Revival, at the present time lies, not
only in this oppositio n of the powers of darkoess, but in
the PRESENT CONDITION OF THE MOST SPIRITUAL SECTION
• Pe.g•,s 1154 to !!77.
t D&ngers already r eferred to on page 69, and
~ll'":\llPled in s,pe'!lfin "et4.il in other pn.rts of tl1is hook.
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OF THE CHURCH, through whom alone God can work in
Revival power. These are the believe~s who k?ow ~h_e
Baptism of the Holy Spirit, and were liberated m spmt
in the Revivals of the last decade, but who are now
driven back into themselv es by the pressure of the enemy
in the atmosphe re, or else a.re in captivity to the foe
through his counterfe its.
L et these quench ed or deceived believers be liberated
once more, and THOSE WHO ARE NOW USELESS WILL BE
PRICELESS IN VALUE for teaching and strengthe ning
others when Revival is once more given.
The . Holy Spirit is still in those who were baptized
with the Spirit, during the last Revivals. The mistake
at the time of the Revival in Wales in 1904 was to become
occupied with the effects of Revival, and not to watch. and
pray in protectin g and guarding the cause of _Rev1~~l.
The Spirit baptized souls, at present locked up m spmt,
0r side-track ed through Satanic deception s, are still those
who would be the instrume nts through
Instruments whom God could work, were they but set
for
free. U seless now, but priceless in
Reoioal.
maturity, and experienc e and knowledge for
the guiding and gu ardin g of a Revived Churc?, wh_en
th ey are once more liberated for true co-workm g with
the Holy Spirit of God.
How, then, should the Lord's praying ones pray at.
the present tim~ ? They shoul~ pray .
.
.

(1) Against evil spirits n-,w bloc~ID~ a.nd hmdermg Revival.
(2) F or the cleansing a.nd delivermg of those wh<;> became
possessed through deception during the time ~f la.t~r Revivals.
(3) Tha.t when R evival is once more given 1t ma.y be kept
pure, a.nd
.
.
(4) Fer the preparat ion of instrumen ts for R evival, tramed
and
ta.ught of God to gua.rd against further inroads of the powers of
darkness.

In brief, let all who pray for Revival, pray for light to
reach those who HAVE BEEN ENSNARED INTO BONDAGE TO
THE DECEIVING POWERS OF DARKNESS, 1hat they may be
set free, and once more become usable in Revival service;
then will the forces of evil be beaten back from the
groun<l they have regained, which still belongs to God.
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T~e Baptism of the Holy Spirit is the essence of
Revival,. f_or Revival comes from a knowledge of the
Holy Sp1r~t, and the way of co-working with Him which
enab!e_s Him to work in Revival power. The primary
? 0 n_d~t10n for Revival is therefore, that believers should
md1v~dually kn?w the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.
Th~s _term bemg used as a convenient expression for
describmg a definite influx of the Holy Spirit which
thousand~ of believers throughou t the Church of Christ
have rece_1~ed as a definite experience ; such an infilling
of the ~pmt being the cause of not only the Revival in
Wales m 1904-5, but of all other Revivals in the history
of the world.
T~e fact of the counterfeit ing work of Satan following
Revival through ~uch_ ~n opening of the spiritual world
as enables t~e evil spmt-bein gs to find access to believers
under the guise of the Divine Spirit, must not be used
by them to hol~ back the children of God from seeking
the true ~ood tide of the Spirit, for the bringing about of
pur~ Revival, and the emancipat ing of the Church of
Christ from thl:l bonds of sin and Sa.tan.
It is of primary importanc e to understand what is a
a true Baptism of the Spirit, the conditions
.
and the effects of obtain~at'.' a t~;e for its reception,
.
• ? p
•
uaptzsm o1
will have thrown
chapters
rev10us
it
mg
the Spirit.
mu?h li~ht upon what it is not, and the
dan~ers to be avoided m seeking it. It is not an influence
commg upon the body, nor, according to the records in
the A?ts of the Apostles, does it result in physical manifestat10ns, such as convulsion s, twitchings and writhings
~f th~ human. frame ; nor does it rob a man of the full
i?telhgent_act10n of the mind, or ever make him irrespous1ble for his speech and actions.
. In brief, ~he place of the indwelling of the Spirit of God
m man, gives the key to all the true manifestat ions
conn~~ted with the Baptism of the Spirit, as well as the
condi~ions for receiving it, and the results in personal
experience and service. THAT PLACE IS THE HUMAN SPIRIT
Once let the believer understand that his SPIBIT is th~
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organ through which the Holy Spirit carries out all His
operations in and through him, he will be able to discern
the true meaning of being filled with the Holy Ghost,
and how to detect the counterfeit workings of Satan in
the realm of the senses.
The Baptism of the Holy Spirit may be described as
a.n influx, sudden or gradual, of the Spirit of God into a.
ma.n's spirit, which liberates it from the vessel of the
soul, and raises it into a place of dominance over soul
The freed spirit then becomes an open
and body.
channel for the Spirit of God to pour through it an outflow of Divine power. The mind receives, at the same
time, a clarifying quickening , and the " eye of the
understand ing " is filled with light (Eph. i. 18). The
body becomes entirely under the man's complete control,
as the result of the dominance of the spirit, and often
receives a quickening in strength for endurance in the
warfare service he finds he has emerged into.
That the Spirit of God OPERATES THROUGH THE ORGAN
OF A MAN'S SPIRIT, as shown in the epistles of Paul, needs
to be kept in mind in reading the records of the working
of the Holy Spirit in the Acts of the Apostles.
On the day of Pentecost, the 120 disciples- men and
wom~n-w ere filled in the spirit, as the
Spirit of God filled the atmospher e , and
The influx
of the
their tongues were liberated, so that THEY
Holy Spirit
at 'Pentecost. THEMSELVES as intelligent personaliti es,
could speak of the mighty works of God as
the Spirit gave utterance, i.e., gave them power to speak.
The record gives no hint that they became automaton s, or
that the Spirit spoke HIMSELF through them, or INSTEAD
of them. From a spirit under the clothing of, and the
afflatus of the Spirit of God, they themselves were given
intelligent insight into, and utterance about, the wonderful things of God, as they were " moved " in spirit by
Him.
This influx of the Divine Spirit into their spirits, not
only left their mental powers in full action, but clarified
them, and increased their keenness of discernme nt and
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power of thought, as seen in the action and the wot·ds
,of Peter, who spoke with such convincing power
that through his words-inspired by the Spirit, but
spoken by him in intelligent clearness of mind-three
thousand were convicted and saved, the true influence
•Of ~od the Holy Spirit being manifested through him,
not 1~ '.' co~trol" ?f those _who heard him, but in a deep
-0onv1et10n m their consciences which turned them to
God, not conquered by terror of God, but by a godly awe,
which led them to godly sorrow and repcutance.
The "falling upon" of the Spirit (Acts ii. 15), is
therefore upon the spirit, clothin g it with Divine light
.a nd power, and raising it into union of spirit with the
glo~ified Lord in heaven; at the same time, baptizing the
believer into one spirit with every other member of the
mystical Body of Christ, joined to the Head in heaven.
All who are thus liberated and clothed in spirit are
·" ~~de to drink of one Spirit" (1 Cor. xii. 13)-the Holy
Spmt-Who then, through the spirit capacity of each
member of the Body, is able to distribute to each the
gifts of the Spirit, for effective witness to the Risen
Head, "dividing to each one severally even as He will."
{See 1 Cor. xii. 4-11.)
A.nother _aspect of the true Baptism of the Spirit,
havmg an important bearing upon the experiences of
.believers to-day, is to be found in the words of Peter on
the Day of P entecost, showing that the
The Holy
of Christ given by the Holy
revelation
Spirit revealing
Spirit at such a time, was of Christ as the
Christ in
heaven.
glorified Man in heaven (Acts ii. 33, 34),
and not in any vision or manifestation as
.a Person within.* The same attitude to Christ as seated
on the right hand of God, is uniformly to be seen in all
the later records of the work of the Spirit in the Acts of
the Apostles. t The martyr Stephen sees the " Son of
Man, standing on the right hand of God" (Acts vii. 56),
.and Paul on the road to Damascus is arrested by a light
.from heaven (Acts ix. 3; xxii. 6; xxvi. 13), out of which
• Cf. pages 125 to 128.

t See Acts iii. 15, 21; iv. 10;

v. 27, so.
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clothing of light the Ascended Lord spoke to him, saying,
" I am Jesus . . . "
The Holy Spirit fills the human spirit of the believer,
and communicates to him the very Spirit of Jesus,
joining him in one spirit to the Spirit of the glorified
.Lord, imparting to him the life and nature of Christ for
the building up of a new creation in His likeness
(Tiom. viii. 29; Heb. ii. 2-13). Through this, instead of
being turned inward to a self-centred apprehension of
Christ, he is, by the influx of the Spirit of God into his
spirit, lifted, so to speak, out of the narrow limit of himself,*
into a. spiritual sphere where he finds himself one spirit
with others who are joined to the Living Head forming
one Body-or spirit organism-for the influx and outflow
of the Spirit of the Lord. t
This aspect of the true meaning of the Baptism
of the Spirit and its spiritual effect, has an
why
Revival depe nd• important bearing upon Revival, and
.
upon true understanding of the Revival, as the result of a real Baptism of
the Spirit obtained by many to-day, does
'Baptis'? .0 f
. an OUTFLOW OF THE
. l 1s
R ev1va
the Spirit.
not come.
SPIRIT OF GoD THROUGH THE ORGAN OF THE HUMAN
SPIRIT LIBERATED FOR H11:1 USE. When the influx of the
Sp:rit takes place into the spirits of many believers, and
fillds outl.et throngh all, the unity which was so marked
in the early Church is seen, and the united power becomes
strong enough to overflow through all these liberated
ones to others.
But if the believer turns INWARD, either through the
pressure of (1) opposition, (2) powers of darkness in the
atmosphere, or (3) to worship, and pray in a selfcentred way, or is occupied in any degree with an
inward experience, THE OUTFLOW OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IS
HINDERED ; the unity with other liberated believers is
checked by an invisible barrier, which has come between,
and the released spirit, which was kept dominant over
soul and body so long as the man turned outward as a
channel for the inflow and outflow of the Holy Spirit, sinks
• Pa.ge 125; t Cf. l Cor. xii. 12-2V; Ephee. iv. 15, 16; Col. ii. 18-19.
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down into the soul-vessel, a, "spirit in prison," so to
speak, once more.*
" Revival " is then checked at its very birth, because
believers who seek, and obtain a Baptism of the Spirit,
do not clearly understa nd the conditions upon which the
inflow was given, nor how to co-operate with the Holy
Spirit in the purpose of His coming ; which is to make
them channel s for the OUTFLOW of rivers of living
water.
The influx of the Spirit of God to a man's spirit, means
love, joy, and liberty, buoyancy, light and power.
It means a revelation of Christ as the Risen and Ascende d
Lord, which brings joy unspeak able and full of glory;
and an intimate sense of His nearnes s in
The true
fellowship and communion, which makes
revelation of
the "I in you" a living power. It is at
Christ.
this time that ignorance is dangero us. If
the believer does not understa nd that all this is an
EFFECT WHICH IS INWARD AS A RESULT OF THE UNION WITH
CHRIST IN HEAVEN, and an effect which will continue only
so long as he abides in the right attitude toward the
glorified Christ in heaven, he will turn into and sink
down into the soul, i.e., into himself; and then the
deceiving spirits will counterfeit in the sense-sp here
the true experien ces which he bad IN SPIRIT through the
incoming of the Holy Ghost.
These " experien ces " then have little result beyond
the circumference of the believer. When the true influx
of ~he ~oly Spirit_to the spirit took place, there wa.s (1)
umty with others m the same spirit, (2) joy, (3) liberty of
utteranc e, (4) power to witness to Christ, (5) effective and
permanent results in the lives of others, and a heavenl y
" fire " from God in a burning , consumi ng white heat
intensity of SPIRIT (Rom. xii. 11) in service to God. But
when the sense counterf eit takes place; t superna tural
"experi ences" frequen tly occur at the very same time
that a wrong spirit is discernible, such a,s harshne ss,
bitterne ss, pride, presump tion, disunion, etc., showing
t Cf. pages 221, m, 293.
• Cf. pages 79, ao.

either (1) that the " experien ces" a.re not from the
spirit, or (2) that the spirit is out of co-working with the
Holy Spirit, and (3) the Holy Spirit is no longer able to
bring forth the pure fruit of the Spirit through the
believer 's spirit and life. *
The after counterf eit of the true is also m·arked by, (1)
inability to recognize and unite with the Spirit of
God in others, this being contrary to the pattern of
the oneness of the Body shown in 1 Cor. xii., where the
same Spirit in each member is in harmon y with the Spirit
in the other; (2) the spirit of separati on and division on
account of not seeing eye to eye in non-esse ntial matters,
for union of spirit, where the Holy Spirit is ruling and
working, is possible a.part from· unity of faith, which
ca.n only be according to the degree of knowledge. t
Believers who know that a Baptism of the Spirit is
possible, and obtainable by them, may
Why belieom do not receiye that Baptism because of many
not ~btain th , misconc eptions about experien ces. . •
Baptism of the
The receptio n of the Holy Spmt, and
Spirit.
the Penteco stal measure of the enduement, or clothing, of the Spirit, vary in manifestation and result according to the preparat ion of,
and the knowledge of the believer. Many do not receive
the Baptism of the Spirit, because they have misconceptions which hinder them from co-operation with the
Spirit of God in His workings, on account of these
varying facts in connect ion with it, and the consequ ent
apparen t contradictions of teaching about it.
After the manner of the Lord's dealing with His
disciples, and borne out in the.axperience of many to-day,
it is clear that there is a receptio n of the Holy Spirit
answeri ng to the experience of the Easter Day, as the
initial stage of the manifes tation of the Holy Spirit
in enduem ent of power, by an influx of the Spirit
of God into the huma.n spirit, which liberates the
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•This ma.y only be temporary , until the believer becomes conscious
,hat something ie wrong, and he takes steps to roga.in his right condition of spirit, when the Holy Spirit again manifests Bis Presence &nd
t Cf. Ephes. iv. 3 and 13.
power.
T
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man for utterance a.nd witness bearing. The reception
of the Holy Spirit in its initial form requires certain conditions which the believer should be able to
The Re_ception quickly a.nd simply fulfil. The (1) putting
0 th
f H •o:,
?f,th • away of every known sin in the life ; (2)
1G,3.ftpm.
definite trust in the power of the Blood of
Christ to cleanse from all unrighteousness (1 John i. 9); (3)
obedience right up to the edge of light through the Word
of God; (4) full surrender to God as His entirely, with
not one thing clung to and withheld from Him ; (5) the
.J.ctof faith in which the believer,fulfillingtheseconditio ns,
iakes the Gift of the Holy Spirit, a.s simply a.s he received
the gift of eternal life through Christ.
Believers should understand that these simple conditions can be carried out by the action of the will alone,
with no conscious feeling of a.ny kind.
Once the
transaction is made, it should be held to persistently and
steadily, without question or deviation from a. fixed
volition. In some cases the entry of the Holy Spirit into
the renewed spirit in the manifestation of the fruit of the
Spirit (Gal. v. 22) very quickly follows the fulfilment of
the conditions. But the believer should be on guard not
to turn to any experience a.s the basis of continued
faith, or it will quickly pass away. The transaction
with God upon His Word st11nds good, whether manifested
in spirit-consciousness of the Holy Spirit's pretlence or
not. Once made, the transaction should be held to,
experience or no experience, by the surrendered believer.
It is from this stage that the Spirit of God now works
to discipline and lead the believer on into knowledge of
she greater influx of His power which is the enduement
for service, and for aggressive w11.rfare against the
principalities and powers of Satan.
Some say they have prayed for hours for this needed
equipment, to no purpose; others have spent
The enduement weeks or months in waiting upon God
f.1°,.re 1er~di~,•and for some experience they think accompanies
con i 10n1.
this Baptism, with very grave results in 11,
counterfeit power breaking forth upon them, with

manifestations afterwards acknowledged to have com.1
from the deceiving spirits of Satan.
Others have
received a true influx of the Spirit, but through ignorance
and misconceptions have given place at the same time to
the workings of evil spirits in the physical frame. * This
we have already dealt with in earlier chapters, and need
only now set forth the conditions for_ knowing the
enduement for service, and the effects which follow.
In the first place there must be a definite assurance
that such an enduement of power is possible, and a.
deep conviction of, and sense of need. This may come
about in the believer by his discovering that he has no
effectiveness in his life and ~rvice, although he may
have known for years the Holy Spirit in
The
His indwelling power. Especially, the
au,ak ened dsense sense of need may be acute in lack of
01
nee •
·
f or G od ; and
utterance and power to witness
almost complete absence of the aggressive power against ·
the forces of darkness so marked in the early church.
Sometimes those who are thus being moved by the
Spirit to the sense of need, which precedes the greater
influx of His power, a.re diverted or hindered from
pressing on to the obtainin g of the equipment ~~sired, .by
others who are not at the same stage of the spmtual hfe,
saying this enduement is not obtainable. A believer in
such a case should put aside the voices of men, and
dealing with God direct, PUT TO THE PROOF FOR HIMSELF
whether God will meet his awakened need.
This means a definite transaction with God, that, (1)
He will give to the supplia.nt what HE !11EANS by a
" Baptism of the Holy Ghost;" and (2) in His own way
grant to His redeemed one the liberty of utterance, and
power for effective service, which he should h~ve for
fulfilling bis part as a member of ~he BodY_ of Chr~st.
This should be a transaction with God m a deliberate
act of the will, which must not be departed from, whatever
the after experience may be. This is the taking of the
enduement of the Spirit by faith on the ground of the
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Word of God. "Christ redeemed ..• having become a
curse for us . . . that we might receive the promise oi
the Spirit through faith .•. " (Gal. iii. 13-14).
- As we have seen~' there is no command given to the
Church after Pentecost to " wait " for a personal
enduement for service. The Spirit of the Lord fell
upop. those in the house of Cornelius without any
/ "waiting," and He will do so still upon any
believer
directly he is in the right attitude, and fulfilling the
conditions for the Spirit of God to flood his spirit with·
His power. The waiting on the part of the believer, is
really a patient waiting for the Spirit of God to do the
work in him that is required, after he has definitely dealt
with God for such an enduement of His Spirit. A
"waiting" which is consistent with the faithful discharge
of the duties of ordinary life, wherein he learns the minute
1
obedience to all the known will of God, which isnecessary when he is given more definite service l;ter o.n
During this period the believer's faith-dealing with
God must continue to be active, trusting
The obstac~es to the Spirit of God to prepare him for the
th e :J~K!'sm
en!1uement required for his sphere of service.
Spirit.
Tlie danger now is the using of excuses
to cover up lack of power, or else shrinking
from the examination of points in the life which the
Spirit of God is dealing with, or even quenching the
Spirit by refusing to yield up to God what He claims, or
quailing from some sacrifice, upon which turns the
libe_ration of the spirit of the seeker for the influx of the
greater measure of power.
In the initial reception of the Spirit, the conditions
necessary, dealt with a narrow sphere. It meant just the .
centre of the man dealt with, in will and heart, the
former in surrender to God, and the latter cleansed from
the love of sin. But in the enduement of power the
scope of God's dealings widen. The man's SPIRITt has to .
be separated from the entanglements of the soul, and the .
lawful things belonging to the natural, or soul-man, have

!

• Pages 62, 63, 64.

t Cf. pai,:es 214-123.
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to be surrendered, so that he may become a. spiritual
man, governed only by his spirit. He must have every
trace of an unbending spirit* removed, that his spirit may
co-operate with the Holy Spirit with pliability; he must
lose every degree of a,n unforgiving spirit, so as to give
no inlet to evil spirits, when, by the moving of the Holy
Spirit, he may be charged to rebuke sin, or suffer
rejection for Christ's sake ; and be freed from a narrow
grasping spirit,,:, if he is to be a wide channel for the outflow of the gracious life-giving Spirit of God.
Moreover, the man who seeks an enduement of pow,er
must be willing for the Spirit of God to thoroughly deal
with his life, and remove out of it every obstacle to his
immediate readiness to fulfil all the will of God; he must
be searched in motive, and taught the principles of
righteousness, for the enduement of the Spirit which he
seeks to know, means an AGGRESSIVE WARFARE AGAINST
SIN, and the powers of evif;-iiii"d how can the Holy Spi;it
convict of sin by the preaching of righteousness, if the
man He equips as a, messenger of God is ignorant of
the law of righteousness ? He must l~arn what Goo's /
ATTITUDE TO SIN IS IN HIS OWN LIFE, ere he can be God's
witn<i'ss against sin in others.
If a believer has made the transaction with God for
the Baptism of the Spirit, and taken it by
Why delay in faith, and for a prolonged period there is
the 'Baptism no evidence
in experience, he should renew
of the
Holy Ghost. his prayer to God for the removal of all
obstacles as quickly as possible, and be on
the alert to co-operate with God in every trace of light
given him. Misconceptions as to the way the Spirit will
work may prevent the believer recognizing the evidence
that his prayer has been answered. He may be expecting
an experience similar to some other believer, or have
some thought in his mind governed by his wishes or
, . • It is in this sense that the word impurity is used, on page T9, in
connection with the human spirit. The impurit:y of $he mixture of
soul and spirit, in contra.st to pure spirit which umtes ~Uh $he SpirU
of God in essential essence. The human spirit should be freed from
the unbending elemen$ of the soul, to move in pliable correspondence
with the Holy Spirit.
·
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prayers, which blinds him to the working of the Holy
Spirit in an opposite manner.
It is here that advantag e is given to the spirits of evil.
If the believer is bent upon some special mark as
evidence of the Baptism, the deceiving spirits use every
possible means to give the seeker the counterfe it. The
influx of the Spirit of God into the believer's spirit bears
its own evidence, in the release of the spirit into li ht, \
,liberty and ower, resulting in liberty of utterance for
witness bearing: ~nd t~e c~-workin~ convictio n of others
\ by the Holy Spmt, which 1s the ultimate purpose of is
coming.
Believers who a.re being discipline d and trained by the
Holy Spirit for the endueme nt of power, should continue
in present service for Christ, in the keenest faithfulne ss
up to light, using to the full the measure of grace
already received, for it is in the p ath of faithful service
that the assurance of the endueme nt of power may be
given. It is God's law that His children use all He has
given the~ ere He gives more. The believer must
DEMONSTRATE HIS OBEDIENCE TO GoD to the utmost extent
of his present knowledg e, learning to heed the sense of his
spirit,* and using his mind and judgmen t in reliance
upon the illuminat ing of the Spirit of God, as he seeks
to know the mind of God in His Word.t
A question arises h ere as to whether believers may
now speak in unknown tongues as the
'
.
. l es d 1'd at the time
The Speaking d'1sc1p
of the Holy
in Tongues.
Spirit's infilling a.t Pentecos t. There are
those that say, Yes, but the truths set forth in preceding
chapters, show that until the spiritual section of the
Church of Christ a.re more acquainte d with the counterfeiting methods of the spirits of evil, and the laws which
give them power of working, any testimony to such

experience a.s true, cannot be safely relied upon.*
Let it be said again: REVIVAL IS AN OUT~' LOW OF THI!:
SPIRIT OF GOD THROUGH THE ORGAN OF THE BUMAN
SPIRIT, and the Baptism of the Spirit is the influx of the
Spirit of God into the man's spirit, whereby it is released
from all obstacles and bonds which oppress or hold it
down , and closes or reduces its ca.pa.city as an outlet for
the Holy Spirit. Th ese obstacles may return through
the deceptive workings of the Adversar y, and the believer
become locked up in spirit again, or rendered practicall y
useless to God and His people.
There ar~ two objective s to the truths which have
been set forth in preceding pages. The first is, the
removal of these obstacles , so that the Revival power
which is lying locked up in many, may
The objective break forth once more, and the Church of
0
! th e ttu th , Christ press on into maturity and power,
,J,out tl,e f>olllen
of darkneu. victoriou s over the powers of darkness
hindering her progress. These have gained
•heir purpose of checking Revival through the ignorance
of God's people, but they can be defeated and driven back
from the ground they have gained, by knowledg e of their
workings , and by aggressiv e prayer against them. The
truths a.bout them, when put into operation , will not only
set free individua l believers, but disperse the block in the
atmosphe re in a church, or a town, or a country.
If it is proved that one evil spirit can be rendered
p0werless by prayer, then all the hosts of Satan in their
onslaugh t on the Church can be conquere d, if the
children of God would use the weapons of victory. IF
ALL BELL HAS BEEN CONQUERED BT CHRIST, THE FORCES
OP SATAN CAN BE TURNED BACK, AND THE CHURCH OF
CHRIST DELIVERED FROM THEm FOWER,
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• C~- pa~es 215-2\!3. _t Three warning words may be given to believer s

~t th~• pornt_o! e xperience: 1. Do not obey an exterior, or (ap par e ntly)

1nter1or "voice " ; 2. Do not loca.te God as in, or a.round; 3. Do no,
pray to God as in, or around, in the a tmosphere, but a s in h eave n. Cf.
pai:es 125 to 132, on the mistaken location o! God ; and p ages 139 140
'
'
on the detection o! voice• from the supernat ural sphere.

I

• The subject o! speaking in tongues i• not further dealt with, as ,he
countless
eonnterfeite in connection with it &re only a fraction ofatthe
the present
coun,edeits being forced npon the children of God
time, numbers of which are not referred to in these pages. A believer
and
no, deceived by oonnter!eit ■peaking in tongue■ can be deceived
An understand ing o! the
pos■es■ed by accepting other counterfeits .
o!
w&y
the
be,ween
differences
basic
broad pri11cipl•• showing the
God 's working, and the deceptive imit&tiona by Satan, will enable
they
counterfeits
the
all
themselves
for
spiritual believers to discern
meet with to-day .
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The hindrance to the aggressive warfare against the
foe lies in the unwillingness of the Church to face the
truth; not in the lack of weapons for victory. Believers
are happy because they are ignorant of their state.
The good they have, blinds them to the greater good,
and the greater need of the Church. Therefore, to arouse
them from their self-satisfied condition, God has permitted Satan to sift His people, for Satan
w_h, God , cannot go one shade beyond the permission
.
.
permits 5 atan s
Believers will be taught the
of God.
attacks.
truths about themselves only by experience,
therefore God permits experience. The Church of Christ
must be matured, and prepared for the Lord's appearing,
therefore God permits the onslaught of the foe, for only
through the fire of sifting will the people of God be urged
forward to the battle and victory which will drive the
forces of Satan from their place in the heavenlies, making
way for the Church to ascend to her place of triumph
with the Lord.
Wrong conceptions of Divine things can only be destroyed by experience. Many of the children of God are
deceived whilst they think they are protected by
God. They comply with the conditions for God to work,
apart from intelligent understanding of why He does so,
but they do not realize that it is just as possible to

:ha!:!is of true reliance upon God through a. deep consciousness of their ignorance ; (2) a secret spirit of
curiosity, of desiring to see what is "wonderful" ; (3) a
secret wanting to go to such gatherings, without first
seeking, with unbiasscd mind, a clear knowledge of the
will of the Lord; or they may have (4) a real purpose of
obtaining more blessing from God, which covers a deeply
hidden pride, or self-ambition to be among the first in
the Kingdom of God. Any of these hidden causes can
frustrate God's protection, but where there is a true,
pure, single-eyed reliance upon God to protect from the
wiles of Satan, with a keen watching unto prayer, and a
ready mind open to truth as God gives it, together with
an unbiassed faithfulness to the will of God-even though ,
for purposes greater than the personal good, the far
seeing wisdom of God may allow the believer to
discover by sore experience the deceptive workings of the
Counterfeiter-such a one will be able to say, "out of
them all the Lord delivered me." (2 Tim. iii. 11.)
The second,and greatest, ultimate result of the operation
of the truths concerning the deceptive workings of Satan,
and the way of victory, is in connection with the dispensational position of the Church in view of the closing days
of the age, and the Millennial Appearing of the Ascend ed
Lord. That Millennial Appearing of the Glorified Christ
means to Satan and bis hierarchy of powers, the
triumph of his erstwhile victims, and their ascension
iJ the throne of Christ, where, in reigning with their
Lord, they will " judge angels" (1 Cor. vi. 2, 3). It
means to the fallen archangel the deepest cup of
humiliation he has yet had to drink, when redeemed
man, who was for a little while made lower than the
angels (Heb. ii. 5), and cast down by his fall near the
level of the beast, is lifted up again, and made to sit
among princes ; lifted up above the high position which
Satan once occupied as a great archangel
Satan's ~ictims of God ; lifted up to one nature, and one
. h b S
. •
made victors.
t e on of G od , as
wit
life and pos1t10n
a,n heir of God, and joint-heir with Christ (Rom. viii.
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IGNORANTLY COMPLY WITH TSE

CONDITIONS

FOR EVIL

through ignorance of the laws governing both Divine and Satanic workings.
In the supernatural manifestations of the present time,
which are being forced upon the notice of the Church of
Christ, by the wreckage of work for God, and devoted
individual believers, other children of God go into the
midst of such manifestations in a blind confidence that
God will protect, and yet they are not protected, because
they do not understand the conditions for such protection.
Sometimes their confidence covers a wrong condition in
th.eQ:1selves, which is hidden from their knowledge, i.e.,
(1) they have a secret self-confidence that they are capable of judging what they see and hear, which has no
SPIRITS TO WORK,

I
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17; Heb. ii. 11-12); lifted up with the Redeemin~
Lord, far above all principality and power and every
name that is named in heaven or on earth, or below the
earth; lifted up to the very side of the Triumphant
Lord, to the place of judgment of the foe. For Sa.tan,
there awaits the abyss-the bottomless pit-the lake of
fire . For his victims-the sharing of the throne of
the Son of God, above the angels and archangels of God.
Is it a marvel, then, that at the close of the Age, and on
the eve of the Millennial triumph of the Church, the
whole hierarchy of evil powers endeavour to submerge
the future judges of the fallen hosts of Satan. Is H any
marvel that GOD PERMITS THE ONSLAUGHT, for it has
been His way throughout the Ages to use this planet a.s
she battle ground and training school of His people.
The Son of God Himself bad to become obedient unto
death, even the death of the Cross, ere He was given
the NAM& which is above every name ; that NAMB which
now speaks to every fallen angel, and every evil spirit
among the dregs of the spirit world, of the CONQUEST OF
CALVARY. And every member of the Christ,
Th, Name of th, who will reign with Him and share in His
Calv<1 rJ Victor .
'
.
and its power, Judgment of the fallen angels, must mdividually, whilst on the planet of earth,
learn first in person, not only to walk in victory over sin,
but to trample under foot the viper brood of bell,*
in the Name of the Conqueror. They must overcome
"AS HE OVERCAME,"t if they are to share His throne and
conquest. He led the way. They must follow. He
passed through the hour and power of darkness on
C,ilvary, and passed through it to the place of victory.
United to Him in spirit, they pass through the same dark
atmosphere, filled with the hosts of evil, to their place
of triumph in Him.
That closing onslaught from the hosts of darkness is
upon the ()hurch. Not one living member of the Risen
Head can escape attack if he is a true " joint " in
the Body (Ephes. iv. 16). Some will know it before

others, according to their place in the Body. "_If ;~:
whole Body were an eye, where were the hearmg • ·,·
They who are of the " feet " will know it latest, but know
it they will, for they who are of the " feet " must also
ascend, though the foot be the last part to move heavenward, and is nearest earth of the ascending Body. Some
of the " elect" of the Body-yea, many-may "fa11"
victims to the deceptive wiles of Satan, but though
they may seem submerged for a time, and-to their own
vision-rendered useless to their Lord, if they but see
how all the deceits of Satan can be turned into steps of
victory, and equipment for the deliverance of othe:·s from
his power, they can arise again, and become as 1t were
"eyes "t to the Body of Christ, in its advance through
the aerial hosts of darkness contesting the way. They
can arise again when they discover that what was meant
by Satan to overwhelm them, can be changed by the
light of truth into a glorious liberation from the enemy's
power, and thus make them witnesses, not only to men,
but to the principalities and powers in the heavenly
regions (Ephes. iii. 10) of the manifold wisdom of God.
The hierarchy of Satanic power may hope to delay
their judgment for a season, but the purposes of God
must ultimately come to pass. He will draw His Church
through to join the Risen Head in due season, even
though the hour and power of darkness now surrounds
her. The ULTIMATE OF THE CALL TO WAR AGAINST THE
POWERS OF DARKNESS IS REVIVAL! But the ultimate of
that Revival which will come as the result of victory
over Satan is ASCENSION TRIUMPH ; THE MILLENNIAL
APPEARING OF THE CHRIST, AND THE CASTING 0~' SATAN
AND HIS EVIL POWERS TO THE ABYSS.

• Cf. Luke x. 19.

t Rev. iii. Ill. Col. iii . 4. Rev. xix. U; xx. Hi.

'

Even so, come Lord Jesus.

• Cf. 1 Cor. xii . 14-21,

t See Num .

:i:.
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Seeking radical cause in ground.

Summ ary of .. Ground."
J. E i,i/ ,pitit& must liaoe ground: p. 54,
1. Degree of grounrl for possessi on
cannot b~ defined. p. 54.
2. Ground cin be deepene d. pp. 96,
161.

3. Cannot interfere with faculties
unless ground given. p. 155.
4. They deceive and attack to
obtain ground. p . 200.
~I. The ttound giJJen to e.s. for access:
thought accepted
I. Every
from them. pp. 6g, 155,
mind

J

156, 158.

2. Wrong concepti ons suggested by them, of
spiritual thin~s. p. 16<>.
3. Wrong interpre tation of
!heir w~rking s, by believpp. 95 ,
InJ::" their lies.

l

175, 176.
4. Passivity of spirit, soul or
body. PP• 71, 73, 86, u9,
123, 149, 17:z.
S, Acceptin g of counterf eits.
p. 6g.
Note: (a) Tiu: fallen nature is p erm~nent g1ound 1 needing to be dealt
"'.llh perpetua lly on the basis of Rom.
VI. pp. 187, 188.
(b) Acts of sin may also give ground.
pp. 95, g6.
Ill• Result of ground ti••• :
Facultie s dulled, r endered inoperative, etc. pp. ng, 1 75.

spirit,
soul
and
body

1

IV. How ground is gioen to e.s.:
By CONSF-N T, i.e., act of will cons_c iously or unconsci ous ly; de•
hberately given, or obtained by
guile. p . 251.
V. How gro11n cl ha, lo be deoll u>ith :
Col. List II., p. 103.
I, M_ust be _found out and ~iven up,
i.e., ,;r~e up "though t," or
'.' pass1v1ty ." etc p. 94 .
2. Light on ground obtained by
prayer. p. 112.
of ground, and
3. Knowled ge
ground given up. p. 189.

Examfile : p. 192.
4 . Must lace truth auout ground.
p. 183.
S, Ground must be discover ed in

detail for foll dis-poss ession
from e.s. pp. 191 , 193.
6. Gro~nd given. up specifica lly on
pomts wherem deceived . p. 189.

7. Ground traced to radical cause,
,.e., thought and belief. p. 19 1.
Exam pl,: p. 192.
N.B . 1 1 Gro1rnd" cannot be ctest out.
p. 1 i9•
VI. How ground is removed or ti.,en ap:
1. By revoking consent given in the
J>ast, knowing ly or unknowi ngly,
,.e., by steady refusal. pp. 190,
193. 199, 251.
2. Persiste nt refusal needed until
liberty is obtained . p. 193 .
3. Ground may pass away graduall y.
p. 200.
•· Ground may pass away unknow•
ingly by standing on Rom. vi.
p. 96.
Why i10111ul tloi s not pn:.s m.vay u,hen
gweu u.p. pp. 192, 193.
/lo uJ dil>J:ossession takes place::
As ground is removed the e.s.
depart, or lose bold. p. tu.
2. Believer disposse ssed as ground
pass~s.aw ay, i.e ., wrong thoughts ,
pas c;1y1ty, etc. pp. 18g, 193 ,
3. Faculues _ g~aduall y released as
grounc~ ,s given up. p. 193•
Example : p. 191.

VII.
1.

VII I.

Ground re/ust!cl lo e.s. is ;troilntl

reiallCn /or God. e.g., faculties
surrende red to e.s. when released
are recovere d for God. i;v~. 183,
190.

IX. N!,d of 1oatching /,st fresh ground

g,o,.n. pp. 190, :oo.
In conflict, because of e.s. re-attem pt
to deceive, and re-enu r, need of
watchful anrl exhausti ve r efusal.
pp. 241-248.
EXPLA~A TIONS.

Gro11nd lo_ be g;ven up: ,.g., a thought
ed as deceptio n 1
and belief discover
11
and II given up.
Gr_ound w1u·~1, admits e.s. keeps e.s.
in possess,,on: e.g., e.s. works on
passivity which is ground for them
to W?rk upon .. If not removed keeps
e.s. in possessi on.
Ground lo be ":taken from the foe:
e.g., the faculues recovere d for use.
p. 190.
Groun<J, newly ~iven: e.g., a new defi~~'.10n through belie ving one of e.s.

believer denotes that there
. Notes: fAII supernatu_ral manifes tations by e.s. in
is ground. or their working s. See pp. 149, 271. le;o;t new ~ro und is iven b wron
watch
must
. The behf:ver fi~htin~ to fr ~edo m,
g
y
Tabl,s on p. 17~.
interpre tation of momfest ahons Oof es. p. II175. See d bye. s. to cover ground or
. N eeddof ~vatch_fuli~est. against excuses suggeste
'
d 1vert ealmli!. with tt. p. 175,
pp. 103, 114.
For further knowledge of•· :,:round" see COtumn Lists

p. 192.

believer must look to the
In seeking for radical cause of e.s. possessi on, the
in the followin g instance s .
· opposite to discover the ground of access, e.g., as
'Belieoer opened lo e.s .. t0hieh
actuall;y resulted in

'B,li,•er thought h, op,ned lo God
to obtafn

/

Knowled ge
Strength
Truth
Guidanc e
Life
Fire
Healing
Help
Convicti on
Love

,..
All these things supernaturally given in coun•
terfeit, the true objectiv e
and result being ...N .B.-1/ beli,vtr takes
11ll in Col . I. from e.s., he
is sure to get th, results
nam,d;, . Col. II.

Ignoranc e
W eakness
Lies
Blunder s
Death
Cold
Infirmity
Hindran ce
Accusati on
Suflering

and accusing him. The true
Examp!e .-Believ er troubled with e.s. speaking to,
cause lies in the fact that heof His own initiative ,
x. Opened, as he thought, to God Himself speaking
for them, and he
asking
bis
from
apart
man,
the
to
ications
making commun
.
speaking
God
was
thought
he
what
to
listened
opened to and
answer to prayer, and be listen,d.
2. Or be thought God spoke to him In
accusing , is that the cround was given.
and
speaking
e.s.
of
e
therefor
cause
The
God.
to
listening
d
suppose
i.e.,
,
in the opposite

Fwrtlzer Examples:
trembling:. Root cause in the
11
Believer consciou s of II cold -really superna tural
belle! It was fire from God.
past was the acceptan ce of "fire" from e.s. under
The two results come from
The cause of one extreme is the cause of the other.
cause of the heat, etc.
same cause, e.g. the cause of the cold, or tremblin g, is the
from them In the past; that
If hindered by e.s. now, the believer accepted 1,,tp
p. ~59.
accepted help giving them access to binder now. act
in the past, waiting for e.s..
If no initiative now I then the believer ceased to
them power to prevent
promptin g, that prompti ng and waiting for it, giving
initiator y action now. p. 74.
cal words, the cause I•
If sudden stoppag e of mind now, with result in mechani
which produce d the habit of
a mediumi stic attitude taken to God in the past,
cessation of action for superna tural action. p. u7.

Brief Notes.
result
;,e. directly physical , not moral, and
and refusal of d.p. as cause.
of d.p. R emedy is r egainin g of normal conditio n,
cases.
all
in
basis
Rom . vi. 11 must be kept as spiritual
refusal of e.s. interfere nce, and
Daydtta ms in meetings, p. 158. Resist by active
choosing to concentr ate in attention .
How then can a believer become
Assuranc e of safety may be deception, p, 187.
on all things, and definite
sure? Only by seeking light from God, persisten tly,
.
ces
reliance on Him apart from experien
,Produce d by them, by their
Weaknes s, p . 91. Weakne ss is not given by e.s., but into action .
countera cting man's own strength or force coming
0
11
Awe and terror are distinct. God'
Tffror of God; slavish fear, p. u2.
no Uffor.
inspires reverenc e and awe, as well as filial fear, but
counteract lies with trutbThe t,urpou of assertion, p . 193. The believer must
on his own mind.
ana he says a thing aloud to countera ct impressi ons

Thou g hts of impatience, pp. 158, 159.
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Brief Notes (contd.).
"Craving," p. 145. It may be •aid generally that all cravini;s whether they be
m the physical realm, i .e. for drink, or in the soul-realm, •·'· for love, feHowship, etc., are not from God.
Self-discrimination, p. 189. Every believer should discriminate or "judge"
himself; the true'' self," or person, must come to the bar of the man's judgment.
The basis of judgment must not on ly be the purpose of the will, or the desires
of the heart, but ACTIONS and life. Perpetual discrimination, or self-judgment,
is not introspection.
Cessation of action, p. 85. The believer must never stop action for "God to act,"
i.e. stop the memory for God to remind. Men stop for e.s. to work, but never
for God, who energizes the man to act. Sudden stoppage of mind is followed
by mechanical words, caused by the interference of e.s., misnamed sometimes
as II absentmindedness." See pp. 155-157.
Burdens, p. 277. False burdens may be the result of d.p. and will not pass away
as long as looked upon as pure spirit-burdens. They will, on the contrary,
deve~op and grow, especially if the man prides himself on his " burdens/'
the evil of their source. A desire to keep them as showing bis
provmg
1
spiritual ity,'' also demonstrates their character. If relief comes after getting
'
rid of a burden , the inference cannot always be drawn that the burden was of
God , because the enemy can give burdens, and when obedience is yielded to
the purport of the burden it goes.
Identity of e.s. with beUever's personality, pp. 1,461 18o. A letter speaks of a
Chri stian worker with a "peculiar sense of not realizing her own identity, but
feels like one in a dream." At times s he would be thrown into'" convulsions"
yet is a devoted worker for Christ. Those who have this sense of no "identity;"
should definitely assert their personal existence. The e .s. in possession move
They should refuse
such persons to constantly say II we" instead of •• I.
~em p~ation to plurality in thought and word. This sense of loss of personal
Christ, until such a
but
I
not
"
saying
1denttty can come abou t by constantly
believer fil'lds it difficult to use the personal pronoun at all. The suppression
identify themselves
to
e.s.
to
place
gives
language,
and
thought
in
a( personality
with the person, since Goo does not identify Himself with believers in such a
way as to make them automatons.
Symptoms of insanity and d.p. indistinguishable, p. 173. On account of this the
person may be constantly accused by e.s. of''going mad.'' He must refuse
such a thought at all costs. If there is natural ~round, there is hope of its
remo"Yal if e.s. are resisted in their attempts to dnve the person to accept-or
practtcally, hy acceptance, give consent to their suggestion. The same may be
said in regard to temptation to suicide.
11
H ealin~ ~'Y suggesti,on," p. 212. What is cured by suggestion was caused by
suggestion.
Fear in cRsting out, p. 269, The refu sal of all fear of evil spirits Is absolutely
essential for victor; over them. There is no cause for true fear in view of the
com plete victory o Christ a t Calvary, and His authori ty over all the emissaries
of Satan. Any fear which cannot be got rid of Is the result of obsession or
po•sesslon.
Keeping under body, p. 82. In eome cases of d.p. soul" manifestations
dominate, and in others bodily ones. One form expresses every form of indulgence of the flesh, the other the utmost austerity and abstemiousness in food,
sleep, and ordinary bodily comfort. Even in these cases the man is deceived
in thinking all is under control, because the spiritflal manifestations feed th•
senses in another form.
Talkativeness, p . 165. Dumbness or evil silence is a symptom of d.p. with the
effect of periodical lack of control of speech, caused by passivity of the human
speaking in order for God to speak. Cf. pp. 120, 121, and examples of the
contrary causes on page 306.
CO#nterfeil sP,aking of God , p. 137. How the lying spirits counterfeit the speaking of God, was seen in one child of God, who was suffering, from what was
thought a "breakdown in health," but what she and her family afterwards
knew was possession. Praying one nii:ht to know God's will whether she was
to recover, a soft and gentle voice said, "To.day, thou shalt be with me in
Paradise." Answering so quickly her prayer, she took this as the II Voice of
God " and yielded herself to it, when there came the suggestion to drink some
poison at hand. Under the supernatural power her judgment and conscience
became passive, and she was found at the moment of drinking the poison, and
restrained. This lady is now delivered.
ti

ti

11
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.Appendix.
NOTB.-The page re/uences in all cases refer to preceding chapters in
•• Wa~ on the Saints.••

The attitude of the Early Fat hers to evil spirits.

See page 31.
"TERTULLIAN says, in his Apology addressed to the Rulers of
the Roman Empire:
. . Let a person be brm1ght before rour tribu?als who is plainly
under demoniacal possess10n. The wicked spmt, bidden to speak_ by
• follower of Christ, will as readily make the truthful confess10n
that he i~ a demon, as elsewhere he has falsely asserted that
he is a god. Or, if you will, let there be produced one of the
god-possessed, as they are supposed-if they do not confess, IN
THEIR FEAR OF LYING TO A CHRISTIAN, that they are demons, then
and there shed the blood of that most impudent follower of Christ.
"ALL THE AUTHORITY AND POWER WE HAVE OVER THEM IS FROM
OUR NAMING THE NAME OF CHRIST, AND RECALLING TO THEIR
MEMORY THE WOES WITH WHICH Goo THRll:ATENS THEM AT THE
HAND OF CHRIST THEIR JUDGE, AND WHICH THEY EXPECT ONE DAY
To OVERTAKE THEM. FEARING CHRIST IN Goo AND Goo IN CHRIST,
THEY BECOME SUBJECT TO THE SERVANTS OF Goo AND CHl<!ST. So
AT ONE TOUCH AND BREATHING, OVERWHELMED BY THE THOUGHT
AND REALIZATION OF THOSE JUDGMENT FIRES, THEY LEAVE AT OU R
COMMAND THE BODIES THEY HAVE ENTERED, UNWILLING AND DISTRESSED, AND BEFORE YOUR VER Y EVES, PUT TO AN OPEN SHAME • . "
JusTIN MARTYR, in his second Apology addressed to the Rom a n
Senate, says : "Numberless demoni acs t_h roughout the w_h?le
world and in your city, m a ny of o ur Chnstian men-exorc1smg
them in the name of Jes us Christ who was cruci fied under Po~t!us
Pilate-have healed and do heal, rendering helpless, and dnvmg
the possessing demon out of the men, though th~y coul~ not be
cured by all other exorcists, and those who use mcantauons and
.
drugs."
CYPRIAN expressed himself with equal confidence . After havmg
said that they are evil spirits that inspire the false prophets of the
Gentiles, and deliver oracles by always mixing truth with f'.'-lseh_o?d
to prove what they say, he adds: '' Nevertheless these evil spmts
adjured by the living God IMMEDIATELY OBEY us, SUBMIT TO us,
owN ouR POWER, and are forced to come out of the bodies they
possess •••• "

Symptoms of Demon Possession.

pp. 38. 97.

Gleanings from ' ' Demon Possession,•' by Dr. J. L. N eoius.
(1) The one under demon-po~er is an involuntary victim. (The
willing soul• is known as a medmm).
(2) The chief characteristic of d e monomania is a distinct "other
personality "t within. (This is different to demon-influence,t for
• In the case of believers the consent is obtained by guile. See pages 102,
t See pages 97, 146. t See obsession , page 109, no.
105, II2, 183.
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in this men follow their own wills, and retain their own personality.)
(3) The demons have a longing for a body to possess (Matt. xii.
43, viii. 31), as it seems to give them iome relief, and they enter
the bodies of animals as well as men. There are distinctly
individual peculiarities of the spirits,
'
'
(4) They converse through the organs of speech, and give
evidence of personality, desire, fear.•
(5) They give evidence of knowledge and power not possessed by
the subject.t In Germany, Pastor Blumhardt gives instances of
demons speaking in all the European languages, and in 11ome
languages unrecognizable. In France there were some cases
having the" gift of tongues," speaking in German, Latin, Arabic.
(6) The demon in possession of the body, entirely changes the .
moral character of those they enter, compelling them to act
entirely contrary to their normal behaviour.t Reserved, reticent
men will weep, sing, laugh, talk, meek souls will rage, ordinarily
pure-t ongnecl men and women will speak of things not to be named
among children of God, and act in manner and conduct contrary
to their no, ma! dignity a nd behaviour-all of which they are not
responsible for whilst under "control " of this other personality
within them. In brief, they will exhibit traits of character utterly ,
different from those which belong to them normally.
(7) There are also nervous and muscular symptoms peculiar to
demon possession in the body.
, (8) There., is also an afflatus of the breast, which is a spe<;ial
mark of demon possession, aud
(9) Oracular utterances are given in jerks and sentencei,§ quite
unlike the calm coherent sequence of language seen in the utterances of the apostles at Pentecost.
(ro) There is" levitation'' of the bodyjj-well known by spiritists
-when the subject will say he is quite unconscious of possessing
a body- and there is inva,-iably a passive mind.~ There is often a
distinct voice which speaks through the lips of the subject expressing thoughts, and words unintentionally.

Demoniacal activity in later times.
From "Spirit Manifestations."

pp. 13, 25.

By Sir Robert Anderson.

•• The Gospels testify to the activity of demons during the
ministry of Christ on earth ; and the Epistles warn us of a
RENEWAL OF DEMONIACAL ACTIVITY in the " latter times,'' before
His return. " All Scripture is God-breathed"; but it woulci seem
that sometimes the revelation was made with special definiteness,
and this particular warning is prefaced by the words: " the Spirit
saith expressly." And it relates not to any new development of
moral evil in the world, but to a new apostasy in the professing
Church, a cult promoted by "seducing spirits'' of a highly sen&itive spirituality, and a more fastidious morality than Christianity
itself will sanction (1 Tim. iv.).
The Gospel narrative indicates tha!t some demons were base and
filthy spirits that exercised a brutalising influence upon their
victims. But the Lord plainly indicated that these were a class
•Seepages 37, 38.
t See pages u9, 120.
t Pages 97, 144, 146, 163 to 17~.
§Seepage 165.

II Page 144.

,r See Chapter IV. on passivity.
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apart(" tlti.s kind" Mark ix. 29) . They " ·ere ~!1 ''_unclean s1pirits,"
but in Jewish use the word akathartos connoted spintual defi,eme:1t.
That it did not imply moral pollution is proved by the fact that
the Lord Jesus was charged with having a de_mon, though no~ even
His most malignant enemies ever accused Him of moral evil. It
was only by prayer that these filthy spi~its could be cast out;
whereas pious demons acknowledged C~nsti and came out ,':"hen
His disciples ,c ommanded them to do so m Hts Name.

The physiology of the spirit: PP• 214-223 . .
Gleanings from "Primeoa/ Man unoeiled." B? Jame s Gall.
"The natural body has its senses, the sp1nt also has its
senses . . . . "
. .
.
.
.
"There are busy senses withi~, e:'ammm~ and Judging_. approving
and condemning, joying and gnevmg, hopmg and foanng, ~~ter a
fashion of their own, which no bodily sense can 1m1tate . . . . .
"There is a spirit within.. w~ich
call ourselves,,, and it 1s
perfectly distinct from the body m which_ we dw_ell . • .
.
"If our spirits, which are generated 1~ or with our bo<lies, are
elaborated from immaterial substances !nit? .separate .existences,
constituting individual spirits . . . these md1v1dual spmts must be
presumed to be composed ?f spirit,,substance or substances, and
possessed of different faculties . . .
.
. . .
,
"Our very language implies that the human spmt 1s ~n oq~anism
composed of parts. mutually related, ~hich, though md1v1dually
.
.
different, are generically the same . . .
"It is a well established doctrine of Scripture, that the body 1s
animated by an intelligent and \mmortal spirit! that feels and act~
by means of its material mechanism, without bemg 1t~elf material ..

v:e

Demon Possession among Clzris iia ns.
The Case of a Christian Lady. pp. 97, 98, 99.
Extracts from prioate letters, b:, an Eoangelist of repute in German:,.
" .. . In the Spring of this year (1912). [_this servan.t of G od] who
was possessed, came here, and. the sp1nts possessmg her spoke
through her in voices utterly unhke her own. They would utter
through her the most awful blasphemies against God, and _against
our Lord Jesus Christ, and would prophecy concerning the
Church .. , .
Much prayer has been made for her, and with her. Wh en the
frenzy comes upon her, she is fearfully shaken, clashes about the
room, made to howl like a dog, and her hands clenched, her face
drawn with horrible contortions, etc,, etc. But the marvel to
everyone is that, although the frenzy is upon her every_ day, and
sometimes once, twice, or more m one day, her health 1s perfect,
she sleeps well, and in the interval is the MOST LOVELY SPIRITED
CHRISTIAN WOMAN .. , . "*
Later. '' . . . This sister is not one who has not got faith. She
is well grounded in the same faith, and has the same light as we
have; but we have here to do with a demon, the ltke of wh,ch I
have never met before, nor read about . . . ,
• CL pages 98, ur.

Also Appenrl:x p. 308.

306

War on the Saints.

It would also be an error if one were to think that PRAYER AND
COMMANDING had not been of any use, for in these last three weeks
God has done great and glorious things, so that we are full of
adoration . The demon is still there, it is true, but he has broken
dow~ mightily, so _that he cannot any more torment the sister. He
with a
is qmte powerless m her, and she looks so radiantly happy
h eavenly gladness, fresh and strong. Also the demon has been
divested of all po~er over her lips.• Instead of the bl asphemies
and rav111gs, there_1s only a desperate and plaintive howling .. and
that lasts all the time we pray."
Later. "For about a fortnight now the demon has been silent
Fo_r eight days he did not speak a single word, only he cried out
~w1ce: _' THE AUTHOR_ITY CASTS ME OUT I ' The only thing he does
is howling and gnashmg of teeth. Some days ago we prayed for
about one-and-a-ha lf hours. In this way it goes on now for ten or
fourte~n days-there is only this terrible crying, as if in great fear.
There 1s n~t any blasphemy, nor cursing God, _1?-0 more asserting
that he will not depart. The frightful derision blasphemies
threatenings , and all the sayings that he would not depart that it
would not suit him-all this has ceased. Instead of the dreadful
ravings and outbursts of rage, th~re is now the desperate howling,
often a dreadful screammg as 1f of fear and the sister is almost
'
free from his tormenting her. . . .
The demou must have received a terrible blow from God so that
his blasphemies have been silenced . It was so last evening; when
we I?rayed, the desperate cry began at once, and I felt once more
the impulse to command the demon in the Name of the Lord Jesus
to depart.t He then gave a great start, he trembled, howled,
stretched out both hands as if imploring mercy, and begging us
not to do that, but he was. 11ot allowed to 1ttter a single word. But
there followed strong react10n and vomiting, and this was repeated
as often as I spoke the command in the Name of the Lord Jesus to
depart.
Of course we have t~ go on pr'.1-ying just as earnes tly, but as God
has done such great thmgs, and 1f we go on pray in g also the last
blow will be given. The demon will have to depart.' "
NOTE : Further particulars of thi s case are given in "The Strong
Man Spoi led," by A. R. Habershon. (rd. Morgan & Scott
London). The lady is now quite set free, and has been able t~
return to her mission work. It is stated clearly that her mental
faculties were unimpaired, and she was able to prepare all the
accounts and balance sheet of the mission she was engaged in
'
not long before the attacks became manifested.
In this book, the demon's_ack nowledgmen t of the power and
authority granted to those who commanded him and the other
spirits to depart, is striking. The spirit in possessi~n said :
" Oh, this authority, this authority which they have now recognized, is an awful thing for hell!"
Pleading for mercy at another time the e.s. said, "Do leave off
your commanding . For three weeks I have suffered unbearable
torme .ts beca~se of it. Do not tell anybody that we had to yield
to the authority . . . . Oh, these prayers of believers • , . they
"
always pray, they are no longer afraid.
• Cf. pages 164-166.

t

Cf. pp. 268-270.
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The working of evil spirits m Christian
gatherings.
Supposed'' conviction of sin'' by deceivin/1 spirits.• See pp. 133, 134.
•• . . . I united with a number of brethren and sisters one whole
week every month, in prayer to God to pour out more of His Spirit,
gifts and power. After having done this for some time with great
earnestness, such powerful and wonderful manifestatio ns of God
and His Holy Spirit (apparently) took place, that we no longer
doubted God had heard our prayer, and His Spirit had descended
into our midst, and on our gathering. Amongst other things this
spirit, which we thought to be the Holy Spirit, used a r5-year-old
girl as his instrument, through whom everyone belonging lo our
gathering, and having any sin or burden of conscience, had it
revealed to the gathering. Nobody could remain in the meeting
with any burden of conscience without it being revealed to the
meeting by this spirit . For example: A gentleman of esteem and
respect from the neighbourho od came to the meeting, and all his sins
were exposed in the presence of the gathering by the r5-year-old
girl. Thereupon he took me into an adjoining room, so broken
down, and admitted to me, with tears, that he had committed all
these sins which the girl had exposed. He confessed this and all
other sins known to him. Then he came again into the meeting,
but hardly had he entered when the same voice said to him, 'Ha I
you have not confessed all yet, you have stolen ro gulden, that you
have not confessed.' In consequence . he took me again into the
adjoining room and said, • It is true, I have also done this . . . This
man had never seen this r5-ycar-old girl in his life, neither she him.
With such events, was it astonishing that a spirit of holy awe
came over all at the meeting, and there was one controlling note
which can only be expressed in the words, 'Who among us shall
dwell with the devouring fire? Who among us shall dwell with
everlasting burnings? Fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites.'
. There was a most earnest spirit of adoration, and who could doubt
when even the strong were broken down, and nobody dared remain
in the meeting if they were a hindrance.
And, yet we had to unmask this spirit which had brought about
these things-and which we took to be the Holy Ghost- as a
terrible power of darkness. I had such an uneasy feeling of
distrust which could not be o,·crcome . . . As I made this known
for the first time to an older brother and friend . . . he said,
'Brother Seitz, if you continue to foster unbeli ef, you can commit
the sin against the Holy Ghost which will never be forgiven.'
These were terrible days and hours for me, because I did not kn ow
whether we had to do with the power of God or a disguised spi rit
of Satan, and one thing only was clear to me, viz., that I and this
meeting should not let ourselves be led by a spirit when we did not
have clear light, and confirmation whether this power was from
above or below. Th ereupon I took the leading brethren and
sisters to the uppermost room of the house, and made known to
them my position, and said we must all cry and pray that we may
be able to prove whether it was a power of light or darkness.
As we came downstairs the voice of this power said, using the
l.

• By Herr Seitz. An evangelist of repute in Germany.
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girl _as his instrument: '·what is this rebell!on, in you1midst? You will be sorely punished for your unb~hef. I told
this voice that it was true we did not know with whom we had
dealin gs . But we wanted to be in that attitude, that i( it was an
ange l of God, or the Spirit of God, we w<;mld not sin a15ainst Him,
but if it was a devil we would not be deceived by him . 'If you are
the power of God, you will b e in accord as we handle the Word of
•God.' • Try the spirits whether they be of God.' We all knelt
down and cried and prayed to God in such earnes'ness , that He
would have mercy upon us, and reveal to us in some manner, whom
we had dealings with. Then the po"er had to reveal itself on its
own accord. Through the p erson which he bad been using as his
instrument he made such abominable and terrible grimaces, and
shrieked in such a piercing tone, 'Now I am found out, now I am
found out. . , . "
2. Supposed unity for" Reoioal." pp. 62, 76, 117, 131, 173.
For some time now it has been on my mind to try to put int o
language some of the thin gs which it has bee ~ my. painful exi:ierience to witness, and pass tluou gh , m conn ectwn with the workm gs
of Satan as an "angel of li gh t," but everything seemed so com,
. .
plicated and confused. . . .
First, his attacks seem to be made upon the most spmtual sou,s
-those wh o h ave made the fullest surrender to God, and who
recognize a spiritual affinity, which they believe if broken, mars
the whole purpose of God (r Cor. 1, 10). The lying spirit insists
on one mind, and judgment , and one expression. These souls
thus "joined '' form the ''Assembly," so called, a nd claim
Psalm lxxxix. 7. Everything is brou ght into the" Assembly" for
decision, the assertion being that no iudivid11al soul can get the
mind of the Lord, based on Prov. xi . 14, v. 22, and xx. 18. H ours
were spent in bringing the tiniest details of daily life before the
Lord. The leader spread each matter, asking that all might be
brought to one mind . . The response w~s then given by ea_ch one
in some word of Scnptnre. The attitude taken to receive the
supposed "word of th e Lord," was the RES ISTANCE OF A1'Y
THOUGHT OR RllASON, and LETTING THE MIND BECOME A PERFECT
BLANK. If anyon e ventured to give an opinion-or any judgment
-they were ruled out of fellowship; the fact of reasoning b eircg
.
the proof of the" flesh -life."
The discipline ministered to such was severe indeed. They
kind of work.
any
do
were not allowed to speak to anyone, or to
In some caseG this lasted for weeks, and e1·en mon ths. The effect
upon the mind was very terrible. The only way back was by
mat ing a statement in the ''Assembly" which satisfied them
that there was true repentance.
Prov. xxi. 4, and Isaiah lix. 3, are the words given for not
working, and Rom. viii. 8. Prayer and re_ading the word-all ad!3s
to sin-consequently the soul 1s shut up m torment and despair,
b eing exchd ed from all meetings.
Second. The "manifestation of the Spirit" in prophecy,
prayer and travail. One person would often pray for an hour,
and sometimes two hours, without a break. Messages, too, would
often last for two hours, and the whole meeting for eight or nine
hours. Anyone yielding to slee~ or exhaustion, was_ at once pronounced "in the flesh," and a hindrance to the meeting.
1 5-year-old

" Travail" was manifested by tears, groans and twisting of the
body ; and with some it was exactly like hysterics, and would last
for hours. This was greatly encouraged as the means whereby
God would work for the deliverance of souls-and those who did
not come under this manifes,ation, were judged as preserving their
ow1;1 life, not willing to" let go "-lovers of themselves; and it was
believed that when the whole company were unitedly under the
110-called "manife~tation of the Spirit," then God would break
through in Revival. I might say here, that all this began with a
nightly prar,.: meet ing for Revival, with no limit as to time.
The para ' / ~i.:g fear of resisting God by any lack of submission,
and evading the Cross by an unwillingness to suffer, just sways
the soul ; and it dare not yield tv one thought contrary to the
"mind of Christ" in the '' Assembly. , .''
3. Suppos,d manifestations of the Holy Spirit. pp. 97, 98, 119, 120.
Ff'om a book, nc,ntly published, said to contafa the very words of the
Lord Jestis , spoken THROUGH some of His children , and written down as
sfo!ien in the first perso1,, the following brief extract is takett, showing the
extm t of the mediumistic control by deceiving spirits, which some are
believing to be the work of the Holy Spirit.*
1 he Lord J esus is supposed to have said:-

" The manifestations of the Spirit, in some things, are very
strange. Sometimes He will twist the body this way, and that, and
the meaning is dark to you . I wilnt you to know some things
:cb .,ut this part of the Spirit's work. I want you to see that they
are not useless.
If you had spoken in your own tongue, when the Spirit came in,
it would have grac iously blessed you; but perhap~ you mig ht have
thought it wasyo11rselj, as many have. So the Spirit comes in and
speaks in an unknown tongue to you, that you might know that it
was NOT YOURSELF SPE AK ING . . . .
Your h ands He has often lifted up, and again He has rai sed your
fingers in various ways. Your eyes open and shn t by th e Spirit
now, as they did not before. Your very head has been shaken by
the Spirit, and you have not known why He did this. You have
thought sometimes, it was just to show He was living there, and
that is true, but there is more in it than that, and He will show you
as well as He can, in a few words,\\ hat some of these things are . . . .
Some things in the manifestations are very peculiar to you. You
have gone on wondering about them. Don't think it strange that
the Spirit works in you in many ways. His work is more than a
two-fold work. It is mani fo ld. This is puzzling many minds.
They see the Spirit shaking. They hear Him singing . THEY FEEL
H1M LAUGHIN G, and they are sometimes tried with H is various
twistings a11djerki11gs, as though H e would tea,· them to pieces.
Sometimes it seems He is imitating the animals in various sounds

and doings. This has been all a m ,·stery to the saints. His work ,
I say, is manifold. He seeks, in some, to show them that they are
all one with each other, in the whole creation . . . . If He shows
you, by making a noise as of some wild animal. and th at you are
lihe that, you must not despise His way of working, for the Holy
Spirit knows why He does it. He makes these noises in the animals,
can "t He make them in you?
-+- This book i-; circulah17 am 111gst deeply devoted believers, and is hel i by
so1re as of equal valu ? wit11 the Bible.
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Light on "Abnormal" Experiences.*
Extract from a book, published in Germany by Pastor Ernst Lohmann.
Translated from the German.

Just as in a caricature the outstanding features of the trua
picture are to be found, so that a likeness is unmistakable, so
phenomena which we find in heathen systems, in theosophy socalled, or new Buddhism, in spiritism, etc., resemble to some
extent the Divine manifestations called forth by the working
of the Holy Spirit upon the spirit of man. They a lso produce
revelations and prophecies, speaking and singing with tongues,
healing and miracles. It is of importance that we should study
this subject to find an answer to the question as to how these
phenomena are brought about. It is self-evident that they are not
manifestations of the Holy Spirit. The numerous and exact
investigations which are being made in our day into the subject
are giving us increasing insight into this dark realm. Powers
and possibilities have been discovered in man, which until now
have been totally unsuspected. They are designated "subliminal powers," and we speak of "subconsciousness."t What
physical occurrences accompany these phenomena ? The lower
nerve-centres (the ganglionic system, or the "vegetative" nerves,
as they are called). which have their chief seat in the region round
the pit of the stomach , are excited to increased activity. At
the same time the central region of the higher nervous system
(the cerebral system), which in a normal state of affairs is the
medium of conscious perception and action, becomes paralysed .
There is a reversal of the order of nature. The lower nerves take
over the duty of the high er one (a sort of compensation). This
state of things comes to pass negatively by the higher organ losing
its natural supremacy under pressure of illness, or artificially by
hypnotism, auto-suggestion, etc. ; and positively by the lower
nerves being in some way excited artificially to increased activity,
whereby they get the upper hand. These nerves then display
abilities which our ordinary organs of sense do not possess, they
receive impressions from a realm usually closed to us, such as
• F,om The Ot'<'•com,, of 1910.
t J. Grasiet, 11 Le psychisme inferieur," H)06, writes :-"Psychical proceed ings fall
into two groups; (1) those of a higher order-conscious, volitional, free ; (2) those
ot a lower class-unconscious, mechanical, involuntary:' On th is subject Dr. Naum
Kotik says in "The Emanation of Psycho·physical Energy" :- " Under ordinary
conditions in the activity of the brain, the sub·consciousness hardly makes itself felt,
and for this reaion we have no suspicion of its existence. There arc conditions of the
psyche, however, such as somnambulism, in which the sub·consciousness comes to the
front, takes over the complete control, and forces the super•coniciousness back into
the position itt which it (viz., the sub-con•ciousneos) r ightfully belon~•· The actions
which atte,t the activity of the sub-consciousnC'SS independently of the supe1·-ooa·
,ciousness, are usually termed automatic.
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clairvoyance, presentiments, prophecy, speaking with tongues,
etc.
The Mohammedan sooth-sayer, Dschalal-Ed-Dinrumi, describes
the trance-state, as follows: "My eyes are closed, and my heart
is at the open gate." Anna Katharina Emmerich (1774-1824):
"I see the light, not with my eyes, but it is as though I saw it
with my hea1t (with the nerves which have their seat in the pit
of the stomach) . . . that which is actually around me I see
dimly with my eyes like one dosing and beginning to dream ;
my second sight is drawing me forcibly, and is clearer than my
natural sight, but it does not take place through my eyes . . . "
When in a state of somnambulism, the inner sense, heightened
in its activity, perceives outward things as clearly and more so
than when awake, when it recognizes tangible objects with eyes
tightly closed a nd absolutely unable to see, just as well as by
sight ; this takes place, according to the unanimous declaration
of all somnambulists, through the pit of the stomach, i.e., through
the nerves, which have their seat in this region. . . . And it is
from this part that the nerves are set in action which move the
organs of speech (in speaking with tongue.', etc.) . . . .
Numberless cases of false mysticisms through a ll the centuries
of Church History display the same characteristics, the subconsciousness being a lways the medium of such perception and
functions. They are morbid, coming under the garb of Divine
manifestations to lead souls astray. Now, it is very significant
that according to the assertions of the leaders, it is an activity
of the sub-consciousness that we meet with in the "Pentecostal
Movement" (so called). We read in a report of an "International
Pentecostal Conference."
11
On Tuesday, a Pastor introduced the discussion. The main topic was the working
of the sub·conscious mind in messages and prophecy. Much confusion prevailed
concerning the relation of our consciousness to our sub•consciousness. The Scriptural
discrimination was preferable (1 Cor. xiv. 14, 15), where they were spoken of as
'understanding' and 'spirit.' "
" When Christ lives in us He lives in our hearts and in the heart are two chambers.
In one room Jives the conscience and through the conscience I can know that Christ
lives in me. In the other room of my heart there is the sub-consciousness, and there
also Christ lives. We look a t 1 Cor xiv. 14, 'For if I pray in a tongue my spirit
prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitfu1.'"

Notice the expression "my spirit," (my sub-conscious mind),
and also the expression "my understanding," i.e.-"When my
spirit prays in tongues, my sub-conscious mind prays ! "
In the Declaration of the Second Mulheim "Pentecostal
Conference," September 15th, 1909, we read:" In 1 Cor. xiv. 14 Luther's translation' Paul makes a distinction between the
understanding and the spirit of man. By the word understanding he means the
oonscious, and by the word spirit the unconscious, spiritual life, life of man. In this
unconscious spiritual life--in modern language alio termed 'sub·conscionsness'God has placed the gift of speaking with tongues and prophecy. . . . . "

According to this, the spiritual life of ths believer is synonymous
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with the sub-consciousness of the somnambulist. And the more
highly developed this sub-consciou sness is in any individu a l, the
more highly developed would be their spiritual life. Just try
sub5tituting the word sub-consciou sness in those passages where
the Scripture speaks of the spirit of man; for example Ps. Ii. 17,
Ps. lxxvii. 6, Isa. !xvi. 2, Acts vii. 59, Acts xviii. S, Acts xx. 22,
Romans i. 9, Romans ii. 29, Romans viii. 16, 1 Cor. ii. 11, 1 Cor.
iv. 21, 1 Cor. v. S, Gal. vi. 1, Gal. vi. 18, Eph. iv. 23, 1 Thess . v . 23.
Those in whom the sub-consciou sness becomes active in the
manner described above, feel as it were an electric stream passing
through the body, which is an exciting of the nerves, which have
their central seat in the pit of the stomach. It i5 from thence
that the jaws are moved in speaking with tongues.
One of the leaders of the "Pentecosta l Movement," in describing the process of this so-called Baptism of the Spirit in his
body, made use of the singular comparison that it seemerl to him
as though there were in his body an inverted bottle. The simile
was incomprehen sible to me, but this way of expressing it was
most strikingly illuminated when I find an almost identical
expression used by a Mohammed an sooth-sayer. Tewekkul Beg,
a pupil of Mollah Schah, was receiving instruction from his
master as to how he could get into the ecstatic state. He says :
"After he had bound my eyes . . . I saw something in my inner
being resembling a fallen tumbler . . . When this object was
placed upright a feeling of unlimitless bliss filled my being."
This feeling of bliss is another characterist ic feature of this
class of occurrences. By exciting the lower nervous system a
feeling of intense rapture is regularly produced. . . . At first
we find connected with it usually, involuntary contraction of the
muscles and movement of the limbs, in consequence of the
unnatural inversion of the nervous system.
Pastor Paul again says : -

• If anyone is to prophesy in the way I have now 1earnt, God must be able to move
the mouth of the one prophesyin~, as He formerly moved the mouth of Balaam's ass.
The ass understood nothing of the words which she spoke, she only said what she
was to say. There is a danger in uttering things we understand. It is so easy to mix
in one's own thoughts, and then to utter what one thinks. This occurs without our
intending it in the least. That is the reason whh God trains His prophets in so
preparing them that they utter exactly what the Spirit gives them. Speaking in
strange tongues is a good preliminary school. There one learns to speak as the mouth
is moved. One speaks without knowing what one is saying by simply following the
position of the mouth. Just so in prophecy; there, too, one speaks as led by the
position of the mouth . Speaking with tongues and prophesying are both on the
same principle."

It is evident that in these phenomena we have the exact
opposite of what the Scriptures understand by the communication of the Spirit. When the Spirit of God takes possession of
the spirit of man, HE IS BROUGHT BACK TO A NORMAL CONDITION ;
the SPIRIT acquires the full authority given it by the Creator over
the powers of the soul, and through the soul over the body. The

War on the Soints.

313

conscious personal life is once more completely under the authority
of the spirit. The dependency upon God, which man sought to
break off, in his mania for exalting himself by setting his reason,
his emotions, or the flesh upon the throne, is restored again.
The Spirit of God can exercise once more His controlling and
quickening power. The deeds of the flesh are put to death by
the Spirit, the powers and the gifts of the Spirit developed, the
man becomes spiritual, full of the Hoiy Spirit."

Note by Editor of The Overcomer.

The light given by Herr Lohmann will open the eyes of
many perplexed believers, and give them intelligent understanding of much that has distressed them, and caused painful division
among the most devoted children of God. It wili also cunfirm
the statements we have made concerning the working of evil
spirits in the circumference of a believer, at the very same time
that, up !o the extent of his consciousness, he may know ncthing
agamst hunself before the Lord ; for Satan and his emissaries are
well aware of the laws of the human frame, and work along their
line, arousing and exciting the natural life, under the guise of its
being spiritual.
The false conception of "surrender" as yielding the body to
spul'rnatura l power. with the mind ceasing to act, is t he highest
subtlety of the enemy, and is exposed as such in this paper, for
it brings about-as Herr Lohmann explains-th e paralysis of the
"cerebral" system, i .e., the action of the mind, and allows the
'·vegetative n erves" full control and activity, excited by evil
spirits, for the Holy Spirit dwells in, and acts through the spirit
of m an, and not through either nerve centre, which have both to
be under the control of the spir it.
We have a lso pointed out again and again that "claiming the
Blood" cannot protect u s from the enemy if in any way h e is
given ground, e.g., if the cerebral nerves cease to act by " letting
the mind go blank" (!) and the vegetative n erves are awakened
to act in their place, so that the latter are excited to give ''thnlls"
and "streams of liie" through the body, no claiming of the precious Blood of Christ will prevent these physical laws acting
when the conditions for action are fulfilled. Hence, the strange
fact which has perplexed many, that abnormal exper~3nces
manifestly contrary to the Spirit of God, have taken p lace
whilst the person was earnestly repeating words about the
"Blood."
Moreover, the arousing of the "vegetative nerves" to such
abnormal activity that "floods of life" h ave appeared t o pour
through the whole body-the enemy whispering at the same
moment, "this is Di11ine"-(I) dulls the mind and m akes it inert
in action, (2) causes a craving in the recipient for more of this
"Divine" life, (3) leads to the danger of ministration of it to
others, and all that follows as this path is pur&ued in honest faith
and confidence of being "specially advanced" in the life of God.
Should any reading this discover their own case depicted
let them thank God for knowledge of the truth, and (!) simply
; ej~ct by an attitude of will, all that is not of God ; (2)
co sent to trust God in His word without any "experience s" ;
(3) stand on Rom. vi. 11, with James iv. 7, in respect to the
Adversary. John xvi. 13, " Through the Eternal Spirit."
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How demons attack advan ced Believe rs.

Ex!~,t /c;°m,
e

a_n a,;tide contributed lo an American paper and reprinted in
hmt,an some years ago. We do not know the writer's name.

(!) THE MANIFESTATION OF DEMON POWER.
The <l:gency of dem_ons is always brought more conspicu ously
God's
mto notice, m proporti on to the manifes tation and power of in
the
work among souls. When the Son of God was manifes t
flesh, it called forth the activity and outspok en agency of demons
more than ever before.
(2) VARIOUS KINDS OF DEMONS.
Demons are of_ a multipli ed variety. They are of various types,
greater m diversity than human beings, and these demons always
~ek to_ possess a person congenia l to them in some characte ristic.
he Bible tells us of unclean demons, with craft and fortuneidletellmg demons, of insanity , of drunken ness, of gluttony , of
ne;_s, of wonder or nnra~le working, of despotic demons, theoare
loo1cal demons, screechm g and yelling demons. There or
demons that act more particula rly on the bodv, or some organ
appetite o_f the body. There are_ others that act more direct!}•
U_Pon the mtellect , or the sens1b1hties, and emotion s, and affections. There are others of a higher order that act directly on man'J
ons.
~pzntual_ natnre, upon the conscien ce, or the spiritual percepti
and
Ihese are the ones that act as angels of light, and side-trac k
delude many who are real Christia ns
(3) How DEMONS FASTEN ON HUM~N BEINGS.
The}'. seek out those whose make-up and tempera ment is most
to
congenia l to themselv es. and then seek to fasten themselv es on
some par~ of th~ b ody, or brain, or some appetite , or some faculty;
on
of the nnncl, either the reason, or imagina tion, or percepti
and when they get access, they bury themselv es into the very
the
structur e of the person, so as to identify themselv es with s
personal ity of the one t~ey possess. In a great many instancea
they do not get possession of the individu al, but obtain such
hold o_n some part of the mind as to torment the person with
all
penoclic al attacks of somethi ng stra nge a nd abn orm a l, out of
proporti on to the general characte r a nd make-up of the individual.
(4) THE OBJECT OF DEMONS SEEKING HUMAN BEINGS.
These demons feed themselv es on the person with whom they
are allied. -.. There ai:e.allus ions in Scriptur e, and facts gathered
of
from ex~enen ce, sufficien t to prove that certain varieties
demons hve on the juices in human blood . . . . .
(5) THE CLASS OF DEMONS WHICH ATTACK ADVANCED CHRIS·
TIANS. ,
There are _religious demons, not holy, but neverthe less religious
eit
and f11lecl with a_d_evili~h form of religion which is the counterf
of true, deep spmtuah ty. These pseudo-r eligious demons very
rarely attack . young beginner s, but they hover around persons
nity
who advance into deeper experiences, and seek every opportu
the spiritual emot? fasten themselv e~ upon the conscien ce, or
are
tions of_perso ns of high states of grace, and especial ly if they
that
of a vivid or energeti c tempera ment. These are the demons
play havoc among many professo rs of holiness. One way they
get hold of p~rsons is as follows : A soul goes through a great
struggle , and 1s wonderf ully blessed. Floods of light and emotion
is
sweep through the being. The shore lines are all cut. The soul
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a
launched out into a sea of extravag ant experien ce. At such
juncture these demons hover round the soul, and make strange
consuggesti ons to the mind of somethi ng odd, or outlandi sh, or
trary to common sense or decent taste. They make these
suggesti ons under the professio n of being the Holy Ghost. They
fan the emotion s, and produce a strange, fictitiou s exhilara tion,
. . .
which is simply their bait to get into some faculty of the soul. .
SPIRIT·
OF
HOLD
TAKE
DEMONS
HOW
OF
S
(6) SOME EXAMPLE
FILLED CHRISTIANS.
g
A very holy and useful woman says, that soon after receivin
the
the baptism of the Spirit, there came to her one night in
the
church, a wild abnorma l impulse to throw the hymn-bo ok at all
preacher , and to run over the church screamin g ; and it took
but
her will power to keep her hand from throwing that book,
the
sh e had common sense to know that the ll oly Spirit was not
author of such a suggesti on. If she had yielded to that suddenn
feeling, it would have likely given that fanatica l demon admissio
is a
to her emotion al nature and ruined her life-work . She
person who knows the mighty demonst rations of the Holy Spirit,
and understa nds God sufficien tly to know He is not the source
of wild and indecent conduct . . . . . .
Another person said he felt like rolling on the floor, and groand
ing and pulling the chairs around, but he distinctl y perceive
that the impulse to do so had somethi ng wild in it ; and a touch
of self-disp lay contrary to the gentlene ss and sweetne ss of Jesus;
was
and, as quick as he saw it was an attack of a false spirit, he
fell
delivere d. But another man had the same impulse, and
and
clown groaning and roaring, beating the floor with his hands
and
feet, and the demon entered into him as the angel of light, it
got him to think that hi s conduct was of th e Holy Ghost, a nd he
became a regular habit in the meeting s he attended , until
would ruin every religious meetin g he was in. . . . .
(7) THE MOST DANGEROUS CLASS OF DEMONS.
the
It requires great humility to try these spirits and detect
false ones. Other demons in existenc e are those pseudo pious
L
ones who SOAR ROUND THE HIGH ALTITUDES OF THE SPIRITUA
fasten
to
seek
and
tops,
n
mountai
great
around
eagles
like
LIFE,
the
their talons upon the lofty and conspicu ous prey. These are c
demons of spiritual pride, of religious ambition, of false propheti
vision, of strained and far-fetch ed illumina tions, of wild fantastic
notions. These are the demons that flit over the sunlit regions
in the land of Canaan, and attack very seldom any but advanced

believers.
(8) SOME EFFECT OF DEMON INFLUENCE.
The effects of being influenc ed by this sort of demons are
manifold , and plainly legible to a well-poi sed mind. They cause
able
people to run off into things that are odd and foolish, unreason
and indecen t. It leads them to adopt a pi:culiar voice or twang,
inor unnatur al shouting , or some shaking of the body, or such an
fluence is manifest ed by peculiar heresis in the mind, of which
in
there is a nameles s variety. It produce s a certain ·to1ldness ly
the eye, and harshness in the voice. Such persons invariabnot
break the law of love, and severel)' condemn people who do
conform to themselves. As a rule such persons lose their flesh,
and
for demonia c possessio n is very wearing on the vital forces
produce s a terrible strain on the heart and nervous system.
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The Scriptural Basis /or "War/are" against the
powers of darkness.*
By Evan Roberts.
·• So that the man of God . . . may be perfectly ec,uipped for every good
work ." (2 T im. iii. 17, Weymouth ).

I AM ASKED WHERE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT IS IT IMPLIED THAT
WE CAN PRA y AGAINST (a ) ENVIRONMENT, (b) EVIL SPIRITS, (c)
SATAN, (d) THE FOE, (e) SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS, (f) FORCES OF
DARKNESS ? Is THE POSITION A SCRIPTURAL ONE, AND SPIRITUALLY CORRECT TO TRUTH AND FACT?
Prayinf: ''against" the powers of darkness is Scriptural, and in
accord with truth, and attested facts of Chri tian experience .
It can be clearly seen in Scripture and in the history of the
Christian church, that
I. Prayer must be made "against" all evil, and "for" a ll
good.
2. God needs the co-operati on of His church to carry out
the destruction of sin and Satan.
The "things of God" are "spirituall y discerned" (l Cor. ii. 14) ,
and only those who are "spiritual" can understand them; and
such words a "stand," "withstan d," "wrestle" (Ephes. vi. 12),
"resist" (Jas. iv. 7) , "labour" in prayer, etc., need spiritual discernment and experience to interpret them, for they describe
facts in a spiritual realm, not comprehen ded by the natural man.
A questioner should ask himself, •'Am I 'spiritual' " ? (Gal. vi. J .)
If _h_e is not "spiritual" he cannot understand , or interpret in a
spmtual sense, the language used by the Apostle in connection
with the warfare with the forces of darkness.
Let any questioner take to God the whole matter, and ask for
a leading into all truth concerning it; then he will be shown the
t ru e m~aning of_the words, not from intellectua l reasoning. but
from D1vme enlightenm ent, and the experience of life.
_There is a "natural" view and interpreta tion of the fi ght of
faith, so often referred to in Paul's pistles, which has its source
in natural wisdom, and is part of the uncrucified "old man."
This hinders the receiving of the spiritual knowledge given by the
Holy Spirit, but the spiritual man taught of the Holy (;host
"discernet h all things" (1 Cor. ii. 15).
Take the word "wrestle." What is the meaning of physical
wrestling in the n atural realm ? The object of the one who is
wrestling with another is that he should overthrow his opponent,
and keep him under. This is body wrestling with body. Spiritual wrestling means also the overthrow of the powers of darkness,
and the keeping of th~m under, and that by any lawful means
you can use. And in this is not prayer a factor in overthrow ing
the Devil ?
Take the word "resist"- it is not a physical resistance such as
body with body. It may mean an intellectual resistance, as with
Christ in the wilderness answering the Devil, mind to mind-a
lie with truth , temptation with victory, Scripture with Scripture,
a nd a misleading q uotation of Scripture with a correct quotation
of Scripture. The resistance may also be by the mind. on behalf
• From The Ot•ercomer.
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of the body, as was the case with Christ in the fir,t temptation
of the Devil, when the Tempter said, "Make these stones into
bread, and thus satisfy your physical need" ; and Jesus answered,
"It is written."
There is also a resistance by the spirit, not against physical
force nor against expressed thoughts, but purely against evil
spiritual force.
There is no place for physical wrestling in the spiritual realm,
for the body in that realm is not dominatin g but dominated .*
But there is an intellectua l and spiritual wrestling, and this may
be a wrestling for the body, and for the soul, and for the spirit,
and for anything the devil may contend for, either within or
without the man.
The man's spirit and mind must co-operate in resistance against
the Devil, for the protection of the body, so that the body does not
cause the man to sin.
So also they must combine in resistance to protect the mind
from the enemy, as when Christ tempted to cast Himself down
from the temple used the sword of the spirit, resisting the Tempter. This temptation was not suggested to meet His physical
need, but to a possible response of the soul.
The r esistance may be for the spi rit in like manner. It all
depends upon what the Devil is attacking. The whole being
must act as one-spirit , soul, and body-in the defence of the
man, and in reliance upon the Holy Spirit.
PRAYER IS AN INDISPENSABLE WEAPON IN EVERY ASPECT OF
RESISTANCE AND WRESTLING AGAINST THE ENEMY. You cannot
resist, or wrestle, or stand, or withstand without PRAYER . It
is a powerful defensive and offensive weapon against the spiritual
enemy. The church as a whole does not experience victory over
the Devil in these way because it does not pray AGAT TST the
foe. It is when you are engaged in battle against the spiritual
foe that you become really conscious of. the existence of the foe,
and become aware of the need of weapons to wield against the foe.
As to prayer against evil spirits we have this indicated in the
Lord 's words, "This kind goeth not forth but by PRAYER and
fasting ."
In 1 John iii. 8, it is written, "The Son of God was manifested
that He might destroy the works of the Devil," but how will He,
how does H e, and how has He destroyed them ? Have they all
been d estroyed ? Have any been destroyed ? Are there still
any to be destroyed ?
God needs the co-operatio n of llis church to carry out the
overthrow of sin and Satan, just as God n eeded the co-operatio n
of Israel in His dealing with the Canaanites .
Christ said , "First bind the s trong man." This implies and
involYes praying against the strong man. How does the binding
take p lace, and what is it that binc1s but PRAYER?
In saying that the enemy is" not bound" when you claim
v ictory in the Name of J es us you admit a lie from Satan, fo r God
would not tell you that. Do not confuse faith and fact . When
you claim the victory the devil is" bound" by faith, but you
must let God have His time to make it fact. If you go by
appearanc es you admit the Adversary 's workings as facts, instead
of God's statements in His Worc1.
• Prayer is a great factor in keeping tbe body tbus in its right place, i.e., dominated
by the spiritual.
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Index.
e.s. for evil spiri ts; p. of d. for powers of darkness; m, for manifest
ations; d.p. for possession; s, for supernatural; c, for counterfeit.

AFBRE\'JATIONS:

ABANDONMENT: [see "Surrender"] ; to s., 50, 97, 98, 121 , 281.
ABNORMAL: m., 57, 157, 177; movements of the emotions and
senses, 133; suffering a symptom of d.p., 88, 89, 90.
ABSENT-MINDEDNESS: can be e.s. interference with the mind, 158;
inward "buzz" of e.s. causing, 169.
ACCESS: of e.s., 102, 109, 110, 156, 216, 284; by sudden
attack, 163.
ACCIDENTS : frequently caused by e.s ., 172.
ACCUSATIONS: by e.s., 144, 230, 231, 233; self a. caused by e.s.,
147, 196; following blissful experiences, 133: prompted through
others, 234 : how to discover cause of, 201, 202; difference
from temptation, 229 ; during preaching, 276.
ACTION: mental, breaks clairvoyant state, 149 ; of will, 212; of
spirit, 80, 215; God works in man up to point of a. of will, 75,
76; governed by intelligence, 197, 213, 215 ; co-action with God,
209-212; mental non-action, 151 ; compulsory, 71 ; vocal organs
in a. without control, 164; sudden, without reason, 139, 281 ; no
concentrated a., 139; of norm a l mind, 76 ; follows prayer, 274;
of will , lays hold of freedom, 198, 205, 209; giving ground to
e.s., 162; responsibility of, 284, 285, 286; of will in reception of
the Holy Spirit, 290, 291. See also 88, 157, 158, 161 , 164, 208,
211, 219, 222, 234, 251, and Brief Notes 302.
ACTIVITY : ACTIVE : God needs a . of volition and faculties, in
co-operation with Him, 71 , 76, 86, 199, 243; of huma n spirit, 79,
215 ; ceaseless, symptom of possession, 204 ; uncontrolla ble, 76,
92, 93; caused by e.s., 71, 92, 93, 159. See a lso 191, 292.
AFFECTIONS : petrified by e.s., 83; counterfeited by e.s., 145;
dormant, 81 ; e.s. act upon , 163; suffering of, 222 [see "Love"].
AGGRESSIVE WARFARE AGAINST POWERS OF DARKNESS: 80, 240, 244,
254, 262, 263, 264, 265, 270, 282, 290, 293, 29.'i, 296. [see" War"].
AIR : ATMOSPHERE : sphcr of Satanic host s, 35, 127 ; movement
of air by e.s., 110, 128, 132 ; res istance of e.s. in atmosphere, 276,
283, 287 ; Spirit of God in, 285, power of the Blood on, 62.
See also 90, 127, 134, 212, 295.
ANGELS: can be counterfeited by e.s., 138; present ministration,
138, 262, 263; false a . of light, 8, 32, 97, 108, 140, 145, 226, 236.
APATHY : caused by passivity, 82, 84; of the church, 84, 255.
ARMOUR: in Ephesians vi. 13, 251,252; [see "Weapons"]; experimental knowledge and use of, 251, 252, 256, 264 , 274; of light,
206; encased, 265; must never be put aside, 257. See also 250.
ASSISTANCE : can be given by e.s., 75, 193, 226.
ASKING : of God in prayer, 67, 277 ; of e.s., 142. [See "Permission"]. See also pp. x, xi. Note xiv.
ATTACKS OF E.s. : 73, 228: [see "Conflict"] ; attacks and conflict,
240, 241, 245 ; simultaneous, 240; may be in, and not from the
physical, 175; because of possession, 175, 201 ; indirect through
others, 240; naming, a factor for victo,y, 201 ; hidden by excuses,
175; watching against, 254; symptoms of d.p., 241 ; on the body,
289 [see "Body"] ; counterfeit a., 245. See also 80, 153, 158,
160, 196, 197, 202, 232, 259, 298.
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ATTITUDE : towards e.s., 204 ; toward sin and Satan, 85, 229, 244 ;
to knowledge, 2, 57, 60 ; to the past, 203 ; of trust, 128 ; to _Christ,
286, 288 ; of waiting for Holy Spirit, 63 ; two, for guidance,
141 · to the moment and to the future, 204; of the will for
deli;erance, 205; to ground, 243; its ".a_lue, 244, 260,; of victory
in prayer, 274 ; for Fulness of the Spmt, 292 ; God s a. to sm,
293. See also 80, 112, 186, 187, 188, 211, 234, 236.
AUTHORITY : of Christ over p. of d., 35, 42; of disciples and the
seventy, 35, 36, 42; available for believers over e.s., 31, 44, 2_58;
of early church over e.s., 31, 43; can only be taken by Spmtgiven faith, 272; in union with Christ, 31, 258; not inherent
in believer, 258 : determined by degree of personal victory, 224,
239 259 260 · to cast out demons, 258, 268; through the Holy
Spirit, 3j ; kdowledge a factor in, 259, 270; degrees cf, 225, 259;
prayer of, 248. See also 140, 224, 239, 261.
AUTOMATIC: obedience und er power of e.s., 81, 86, 88, 121, 142;
writing, 116. See 208. AUTOMATON: 71, 117, 121, 285.
BAPTISM OF THE SPIRIT: a tim e of danger, 52, 53, 54, 71, 107, 108,
125, 278, 280; crisis in believer's life, SO, 51 ; opens s. world,
52 71 73 · time of abandonment to s., SO, 51, 73; the Holy
Spirit 'as ;_ Person, 52; Chr!st revealed,_ 105~ 286, 288 ;_ how
ground for working of e.s. 1s possible, ;,4, ;,5; _pass1v1t)' of
spirit [see "Passivity"] may follow, 73, 79 ; nusconcept10ns
about 215 216 · condition for Revival, 278, 284, 287 ; characteristi~s of' true,' 284 to 289 ; why believers do not obtain! 289,
293 ; obstacles to, 292, 294 ; a transaction of faith, 291 ; mflux
into human spirit, 284 to 294 ; do "tongues" accompany, 295 ;
its effects, 79, 125, 216, 283, 287 ; conditions for the, 290-293 ;
[See also "Holy Spirit," and pp.
why experience lost, 79.
viii., ix .].
BASIS: for testing truth, 21 ; of passivi~y for e.s. working, 86; for
d.p., 123; of c., 124, 130; of the Fall: 187 ; of rejection <;>f e.s.,
192, 236; of deliverance, 183, 207; of hfo, 229 to 233; of victory,
233; of knowled ge, 270; not on experience, 290. See 273, 297.
BLAME FROM E.S.: [see" Accusations"] 103, 175, 196, 251.
BLOOD OF CHRIST THE: shelter of, 61 ; what it means, 62, 199;
cleansing from ~in, 61, 206, 290; standing on the b~sis of, 611
daily reliance upon, 198, 199, 234; a weapon m conflict, 248.
BoDY: [see "Physical"]: passivity of, 69,74,78,80,119,161; normal
conditions of, 113 ; why e.s. want the, 118 ; where e.s .~nter m ,
163; e.s. control or use of the, 41, 118, 143, 145, 149, 174; true
mastery of the, 131, 269; should be governed by God through
the will, 71, 117, 131 ; mastery of, practically impossible in d._p.,
82, 174; place of, in the spiritual life, 139, 239,269; true fast mg
of the 269; e.s. can affect functions of the, 39, 41, 81, 92, 163,
172 · Satan attacks the, 237-239; e.s. cause pain in the, 132, 134;
law; of, must be known and obeyed, 239 ; manipulation of, by
e.s.,39,41,97,98,173,1 74; sensations of, forced,82; convulsed, 39;
characteristics of acute d.p . in, 81 , 164; interference with senses
of, 154; dominating soul and spirit, 81, 177 ; attacks nmy be m
and not of the, 175; true effect of Baptism of the Spmt upon
the, 109, 111 ; God does not feed senses of the, 155 ; lent to e.s.
by sin, 96; c. of God consciously in possession of, 131, _182, 134;
s. sensations in, 122, 131, 137, 155; spmtual expenences m ,
82, 99, 110, 132, 133, 223; God's presence not felt in, 109, 284. See
also 54, 55, 93, 144, 267, and Brief Notes 302.
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BONDAGE: to c.s., 83, 159, 160, 194, 199, 279, 283 ; to spirit of
infirmity, 158; tu soul, 210.
BRAIN : God's use of the, 76; non-working of, 76; brain--fag, 160;
counterfeit of working of the, 18 [see "Mind"]; passivity of,
152; s. keeping in inaction, 144. See also 116, 154.
BREATHING: affected by e.s., 172 [see "Pod;v"]; upon the outer
man apparently Divine, 110, 120. [See "Air"].
BURDENS : caused by e.s ., 249 ; true, of prayer, 269, 274, 277 ;
c. "prayer burdens" caused by e.s., 265. Also Brief Notes 302.
CASTING OUT DEMONS: 268, by Christ, 35, 41, 42, 43 ; by Early
Church, 43, 258 [see "A uthor-ity" ] ; not always effectual, 93,
179; requires knowledge a nd discernment , 259; by "commanding," 111, 259; conditions for, 268, 269; how to cast out, 269,
270 [see '' Delivcrance"j ; ground given to e.s., cannot be cast out,
111 , 179; [see "Ground"]; does not always give complete
deliverance, 111, 180, 202 ; needs working of Holy Spirit, 258,
269, 270 ; some hindrances to, 269 ; occasion for manifestatio n in
worker, 271 ; possession through deception not dealt with by
"casting out," 111,112,17 9. See also 199,257.260 , 261 ,302.
CHOICE: [see "Will"] ; lost power of, in d.p., 178; tleclaration
of, 229 , 244 ; necessary perpetua lly, 226, 227 ; how applied. 213;
separat10n from e.s . by, 243. See also 161, 198, 205, 212, 242.
CHRIST: indwelling the believer, 105, 127; is in heaven as a
Person, I 04, 127 ; cast out demons [see "Casting out"] ;
dealt with Sa tan, 33, 34, 35, 36, 43 ; true conformity to death
of, 86; our Pattern in guidance, 135 ; conquered Satan at
Calvary, 36, 206 ; holds keys of death, 238 ; wilderness conflict
of, 32, 34, 228, 237; abiding in, 127, 128, 288. See also 220. 297,
and pp. viii., ix.
CHRISTIAN : [see "Church" ] ; degrees of growth in Christian life,
46; can be deceived and possessed by e.s., 12, 24, 47, 48, 49,
68, 69, 98, 99, 123, 182; carnal, know little of conflict, 47, 73;
classes of three, 72.
CHURCH: Body of Christ, 105, 138, 277. 286, 289, 291 ; powerlessness of the, 29, 30; needs equipment, 3 1 ; spiritism inside the
Church, 40; specially attaclcccl by e.s., in later limes, 2, 10, 13,
17, 22, 23, 46; ignorance of war with e.s ., 2, 3, 47; deception of
advanced members of the, 17, 47 ; Ephes . vi. a call to the, 251 ;
emancipatio n of, 277, 284 ; must recognise existence of Satan's
host. 43, 44, 45; Revival and the, 280, 282 ; needs equipped
leaders to discern, 281, 283 ; unity of the, 287; destiny and
triumph of the, 263, 299. See 296, 297, 298.
CLAIRVOYANCE AND CLAIRAUDIENCE : 114, 149; are not natural,
gifts, 114; principle for these Satanic workings, 114.
COMMUNICATION OF E.S. WITH MEN : in days of Mo,es, 7, 28; apart
from "ground," 154; difference between c. and communion,
155; with believers under high degree of d.p ., 120, 143 ; using
the body as a planchette, 143 ; supernatura l, 73 ; c. in personating
the dead, 39; direct to the mind, 158.
COMMUNION : with e.s. is through the senses, 155; with God, not
physical, 126; c. of, 131 ; true, 288. See a lso page 129. 222,
and pp. x., xi .
COMPRESSION : CONTRACTION : CONSTR,\INT: in the spirit, 219.
COMPULSION . [see "Push"] ; Satan aims at compulsory action,
71, 220, a mark of e.s. working, 158 ; by suffering, 88, 222; in
guidance, 65, 136, 142; to act contrary to character, 97, 281; to
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confession of sin, 133, 134, 230; to sin, 134, 228; to "believe,"
273; in emotion, 134. See also 167, 227.
CONCENTRATION; affected by d.p., 166, 168; affected by attacks,
[see "Mind"]; needed to read the spirit, 250; loss of, effect of
passivity, 76 ; hindered by undue physical consciousnes s, 222 ;
"texts" given apart from, 158. See also 167.
CONCEPTIONS: wrong, a hindrance, 47, 73, 79; can be used by
deceiving spirits, 48, 87, 160; must be examined, 56; mistaken,
61, 62, 64, 65, 87, 130, 234 ; when wrong, induce passive state,
66, 149; hinder Baptism of the Spirit, 289; some examples of
wrong c., 66. See also 228, 296.
CONDEMNAT ION : by e.s ., 144, 196, 233; c. of self C. 140, 147.
CONDITION : CONDITIONS : of ignorance lends itself to deception,
1, 53 ; of deliverance from passivity, 9cl, 94 ; for deception and
d.p., 68, 69, 70, 118; true, for God's working, .50, 70, 108;
unwittingly fulfilled for e.s. to work, 85, 101, 108, 149,226; for
receiving the Holy Spirit, 290-293 ; for casting out evil spirits,
269, 270 ; normal c. understood by believer, 93, 94 ; introverted,
125; of passivity, 70, 81, 82; of the spirit, 219. See 67, 151,
153, 167, 183, 188, 194; 216, 238, 239, 268, 282, 284, 290, 291, 296.
CONFESSION OF Srn: caused by e.s., 133, 134, 230; advantage
derived from by e.s., 134, 147; known by compulsory character,
133 ; tnre, 134 ; wave of confession during Revival, 133 ; should
not be result of compulsory emotion, 134. See pp. xiv., xv.
CONFLICT: [see "Fighting," "Warfare"] with e.s., 73; perpetual,
182, 225 ; conflict arising from d.p. , 182 ; how to act in, 219, 240,
243, 244 ; perman ent, 246 ; why principle of will in, 244 ; spirit
out of action for, 221 ; spirit engaged in, 276. See also 153, 197,
241, 245, 269, 270.
CONFORMITY : to the death of Christ, 86 ; to Divine laws, 182 ;
counterfeit of, [see "Counterfeit s"]. Cf. 88-92. True, 30.
CONFUSION : caused by e.s., 159, 169, 175 ; voices of e.s. causing
139, 170; of thoughts, 268. See 152, 162, 174, 196, 293.
CONSCIOUS: Presence of God, 107, 125, 128; loss of c. Presence,
83, 133; of enemy's force in fighting to liberty, 255; of the
spirit and its use, 215, 255; possession of body by God not, 131 ;
of God only moving, 86 ; locating God inwardly in a c. sense,
126; stoppage of c. feelings, 133. See a lso 158, 192, 280, 290.
CONSCIOUSNESS : [see "Feelinl/'S"] ; in the spirit of God's will,
220 ; of the body sensations, 82, 132 ; of apparent sin, 232, 134 ;
of cold, 132; [see "Body"] ; manifestatio ns of God to the, 107;
cessation of, in acute passivity, 80 ; of self, produced by e.s ., 171 ;
physical c. of s. thmgs, should be refused, 222 ; [see " Uncon sciousness"]. See also 153, 194, 290, 297, and pp. viii., ix.
CONSCIENCE: non-use through supernatura l workings, 19, 78, 121 ,
122; passivity of, 78 ; seared, 15, 20, 122; suspended action of,
121, 129; effect of non-use on moral standard and vision, 78, 122;
feelings substituted for, 231. See also 286.
CONSECRATION: false conception of, 143 [see "Surrender" ].
CONSENT: of man, needed by God for His entry, 102; required by
e.s. for access, 102, 105, 112; obtained by guile, 102; given
e.s. unknowingly , 102, 271; believer mu st revoke, 183, 242, 244.
CONTRADICTIONS : in s. manifestatio ns, 186 ; life full of, through
d.p., 176; apparent c. in teaching about Holy Spirit, 289.
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CONTROL: of men by e.s., 105, I 19, 120, 121 ; aim of e.s. to obtain
full, 105, 106, 113, 118, I I 9; devices of e.s. in seeking, I 24 ;
effect of e.s. in, 119, 143 : of himself, by believer, 105, I 17, 178;
spiritual "death" supposed to mean no self-c., 86; imagination
beyond self-c. , 77; surren der of, 131 ; God does not see the
believer as a machine, 105; writing under c. of e.s., 117; believer
unable to act unless spirit in c. permits him, 120, 143; result of
perfect c. by e.s., 81, 142; believers' misconception of, 65, 108;
e.s. cannot c. men apart from their consent, 108; loss of self-c.
through passivity, 69, 70, 93, 114, 165; true self c, 131, 210,
214; senses apparently under c., 133; appetites re-assert, 177;
body should be under, 111,222. See also 88, 94, 161 , 162, 164,
165, 168, 174, 191, 202, 212, 286.
CONVICTION OF SIN : only from Holy Spirit, 230 ; true confession
of sin from, 134, 286, 293; [see "Confession"] ; counterfeit,
230. See 291, 294, also pp. xiv., xv.
CONVULSIONS: caused by e.s., 173; result of d.p., 97. See 284.
Co-OPERATION WITH GOD: 50, 71, 105, 211, 213, does not mean
control, 105; necessary for God's working, 50, 6G, 87, 223;
should be intelligent, 66, 71, 161 ; necessary to remove passivity,
93 ; for personal deliverance, 86, 206 ; needed in fighting sin,
162; needs the spirit in right condition, 217,223; lost when drawn
to live in the senses, 221 ; lost by resting on inward experience,
128; of the will, 108; in spirit, 53, 79, 142, 260; in preaching,
115; can withdraw spirit from, 214, 218. See also 135, 207, 209.
COUNTERFEIT: meaning of word, 124; of a Divine Presence,
initial device of e.s. , 124, 128; b2.sis upon which evil spirits build
their c., 130 ; mistaken location of God, basis of c. of Divine
Presence, 104, 124; of God, in and with believer, 104. 105 ; from
c. Presence comes an influence which causes c. to be accepted,
106, 107, 109; of the conscious Presence of God. 106, 107, 110,
113,128; of the Trinity, 53, 104, 106,131; of a Divine Person,
106, 109; of God and of Divine things, 14, 48, 49, 60, 69, 97, 106,
134; of God in His holin ess and righteousness, 112; of Goel in
His Nature, as Light, 236; c. Presence of God, is sensuous, 106,
109, 131; of the Love of God, 128; breath of God , 110, 128;
working of God, 14, 48, 49, 64, 69, 110; workings of the Holy
Spirit, 45, 97, 216, 217; of Christ, 47, 108, 126; communion with
Goel, 126, 129, 131; reve la tions from God, 18, 19; seeing and
h earing of Divine things, 114, 168; worship of God, 126; texts
from Goel, 20, 140; of voice of God, 128, 136, 137, 143; of voice
of the dead, 40; visions, 149-151 ; list of manifestations of c.
enduement of power, 119, 120; guidance of the spirit, 52, 135,
220; submission to will of God, 89; commands of God, 129;
suggestions from God, 106; surrender to God, 69, 70; of divine
life in the body, 132; c. workings of God in thrills, touches,
glow of fire, cold, shakings, tremblings, etc., 132, [see "Body"] ;
of death with Christ, 85, 86, 131 ; of self-effacement, 86; sufferings, 88, 89, 131, 222; humility, 90, 142; of sin and sinful things,
147, 229, 232; conviction of sin, 230; confession of sin, 134, 147 i
feelings of sin, 134, 232, 233; of self, 122, 145, 146, 233; of selfconfidence, 147; of self-condemnation, 147 ; of man, to himself,
122, 146; of man's own thinking, 156; working of the brain, 18,
116; illumination of the mind, 115, 156, 222; reasonings, 222;
of human and human things, 106, 122, 145; of man's own reason,
memory, speech, imagination, judgment, 122; of the human,
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spirit, 221, 222; voices, faces, presence of others, 145; of love,
145, 251; pain or disease in body, consumption;- fever, etc.
[see "Body"], 134, 135; feelings in spirit, soul a ncl body, 137,
231 ; self-control, 81 ; of angels, 138 [see "Angels"l ; of Satan
and Satanic things, 106, 148; in times of Revival, 45, 278 to 285;
signs and wonders, 14; speaking with tongues, 53, 166; clreams,
152; prophesy, tongues, healing, 53; during praye:, 145, 150;
writing under Divine dictation, 114-116; manifest_ations, 53,_ 97,
100, 114, 132, 134; gives rich harvest to th_e _clev1l,_ 126; mixed
with true, 14, IOI ; in highest degree of spmtual life, 48, 101 ;
accompanying Baptism of Spirit, 288, 289, 290, 294 ; how to
detect, I 13. See Summary of True and Counterfeit pp. viii. to xv.
CURSE: on Satan in Eden, 5; never revoked, 274; effective
weapon, 274.
CRAVINGS: [see "Physical"] ; aroused by e.s., 145; can open door
to e.s. , 107. 108; for love, 107, 145; for emotional joy, etc., 108;
for sense-manifestations, 108; [see "Senses ," also p. 302].
CRYSTAL GAZING: 114 ; a means to induce passive state, 114;
passive state can be induced apart from, 77 ; least action of mind
breaks the state, 149. [See "Clairvoyance"].
CROSS OF CALVARY, THE: hour and power of darkness around
Chris t's Cross, 25; Satan overthrown at, 9, 22, 61, 266; hated
by Satan, 16, 22; attitude to the_ Cross a _test of truth of
teachers and teaching, 19, 22 ; salvation potentially obtamed at,
209, 213; various "thoughts" and beliefs nullify the Cross, 22;
acceptance of path of the, 86 ; continual need and use of, 65 ;
appropriated by choice of the will, 21 I ; victory through, 182 ;
199, 206, 239, 256, 257; aspect of in Rom . vi., 211 , 246; application of, 147; Christ's conqu est at the, 248, 298.
DANGER : throu gh s. guid ance, 237; in healing by su ggestion ,_212;
of acting apart from Holy Spirit, 217 ; of wrong mterpretahon of
manifestations, 190, 240; of n ew ground to e.s ., 190; some d.
points, 157; of minimising sin, 147; of t?rning in:w:ard in
prayer, 125; of passivity, 70; at time of Baptism of Spmt, 278,
284,288; hour ·of victory means, 247. See a lso 142 ..
DARKNESS : the re~ult of possession, 123 ; through clecept10n, 217 ;
of the world, governed by Satanic "world-rulers," 17, 30, 226.
DEAD : communication with [see "Spiritism"] 39.
DEAFNESS : 168. [See "Ears."]
DEATH (PHYSICAL) : in relation to e_.s., 135 [see Satal': as
"Murderer"] ; is an enemy to be resisted, 238, 239 ; believer
must not yield to longings for, 238, 239.
DEATH (SPIRITUAL) : means d. to sin, not personality, 85, 8~, 91,
199: wrong thought of, induces passivity, ,~5, 86 ; wr~~g mterpretation explained, 85, 86, 87, 90, 91 [see Counterfeit ] ; basis
of Rom. vi., ground of victory, 183, 299, 243, 246.
DECEIVER, THE: [see "Satan," "Evil Spirits"] ; 4, 6, 7, 8 . 9, 32,
149 · in the New Testament, 8, 9, 25 ; of God's people, 12, 149,
280; of the world, 7, 9, 10; character of, 9; works through
e.s., 34, 158; his future casting to abyss, 262, 297, 299.
.
:DECEPTION : its essence, 16, 49 ; of believers by e.s. foretold m
Scripture, 2, 15, 19; at the back of fallen nature, U, 12 ; selfdeception, II, 12; not entirely removed at convers10n, 12, 49;
possible in spiritual Christians, 12, 13, 15, 17,_ 24, 49, _I 18, 123, 187,
188; in later times, 10, 14, 15, 23, 40, 126; m doctnnal form, 16,
0
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17, 18, 19, 20, 40, 57; through false reasoning, 18; dispelled by
tnith, 21, 26; of the Church at close of Age, 2, 23, 24, 46;
spiritual believers open to, through c., 47, 204; after
Revival, 48, 49; through the mind, 49, 192; based on
ignorance, 1, 49, 108, 116, 188; through hum an conceptions
of truth, 48, 50, 56 ; not necessarily "d.p.," 95; suited to every
condition of victims, 12, 48; may pass away unconscious ly to the
one deceived, 96 ; degrees of, 97, 183 [see "Degrees"] ; can
develop into cl.p. , 97; e.s. obta in man's consent to enter by cl.,
l 12; primary cause of cl.p., 69, n: basis of obsess ion, 112;
basecl. upon ignorance of principles, 116; new realms of cl., 196;
discovery of, 84, 112, 123, 188; acknowledg ment of, 180, 183,
186, 189, 199; of long standing, 182, 200; its process, 70, 141 ;
ground given for, 69, n; ground given by [see "Grouud] ;
causes of, 189; methods of, 4, 12, 56, 105, 106, 112; must be
revealed on every point, 192; removed by intell igent action,
93, 197; can return after deliverance, 243; results of high degree
of d., 143; in spiritual form, 123; over full surrender, 70; at
time of Baptism of the Spirit, 278, 279, 280, 281, 282, 283. See
also 105, 148. 149, 177, 181 , 183, 297, 301.
DECISION : DECIDE: loss of, 161 ; imperceptib le weakening of, 140,
172; difficulty in making cl., 74, 75; believer a victim to
indecision when e.s. seize upon the will, 122 ; fight to regain,
94, 101, 212; God does not cl. instead of believer, 75, 162; e.s.
can cl. for passive persons, 122, 136, 162; believers should
examine their basic principle of, 137 ; e.s. give supernatura l help
to d., 75 ; use of cl. in obtaining deliverance, 193; principles for
arriving at true, 213, 219.
DECLARATION : deliverance requires, 193; of attitude, 85, 211, 229,
241, 244; effect in the spiritual realm, 212, 213; of death to sin
and Satan, 199. See also 86.
DEFEN5IVE: warfare against p. of cl., 244, 254, 264, 265.
DEGREES: of deliverance, 183, 203; of victory, 225; of deception,
68, 183, 225; of d.p., 68, 69, 119, 225 ; of spiritual growth,
attack and testing, 46, 119; of templation, 225; in results of
temptation, 228; of grou nd for cl.p. umlcfinnblc, 96; principles
for deliverance, 199. Sec a lso, 194, 260, 279, 289, 293.
DELIVERANCE : [see "Frecdorr:"] ; from deception by e.s. , 180 ;
primary condition is knowledge of truth, 59, 60, 111, 112, 182 ;
steps to, 184, 185, 193, 206; acknowledg ment of deception
necessary for, 180, 183, 186, 189, 199; by truth, 180, 242; from
d.p., 112; from obsession, l 10; from passivity, 93 ; can be claimed .
on ground of Rom. vi., etc. , 183; hindrances to, 200, 275; reason
why d. gradual, 93, 200, 202, 206, 275 ; practical, 94 ; n eeds
active exercise of the will, 112 ; not possible until cause of
deception recognised, 111, 281 ; knowledge of normal needed to
gauge full d., 203; prayer and cl., 262, 283 [see "Prayer"];
results of, 184, 205 ; d. of others, 227. 254 ; truth in d. of others,
267. See a lso 174,192,20 8,259,268, 271,275.
D ELUSIONS: HALLUCINATIONS: 126, 150, 173.
DEMON POSSESSION : [see "Possession" ] ; and insanity, 173 ;
symptoms of, 163, 164, 172.
DEPRESSION: 132, 159 ; cause of, 132, 160; of spirit, 219.
DETECT: [see "Discerning, " "Distinction s"] ; wiles of the enemy,
269 ; effects of possession, 183 ; voice of God and voice of Satan,
139. See also 110, 180, 189, 191 , 192, 203, 217, 234, 249, 250.
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DIAGNOSIS: to discover cause of d.p., 192; of cases, 177,179,259 .
DIAGRAMS AND COLUMN LISTS : dispensation al recognition of
p. of d., 30 ; attitude of e.s., 44; probable cause for evil spirit
manifestatio n at time of Baptism of the Spirit, 55 ; how believers
fall into deception and possession, 56 ; column list showing some
misconcepti ons of truth, 66, 67 ; three classes of believers, 72 ;
ignorance leading to deception and passivity, 73 ; strength,
weakness, passivity, 92 ; columns showing four periods of
passivity of faculties, a11d their release, 9-! ; column list of stages
in deception and possession, 103; insertion of suggestions, 129;
road of experience, 130; path from God's will into the devil's
' will, l 41 ; thinking going beyond the line to brooding, 159 ;
tables of advance in d.p., 176; column lists of stage of deliverance, 184; danger of giving new ground, 190; radical cause of
thought and belief, 192; way of descent and fighting back to
normal, 195 ; tables of principles, 198, 199, 200.
DISCERNING: [see "Distinction s" ] ; of spirits, 53, 54, 225;
necessary for casting out e.s., 268, 280; gift of, 53, 227, 272;
between Divine and Satanic workings, 51, 53, 100, 151, 232,236;
t h e Holy Spirit's work, 57, 58; feelings of the spirit, 223; the
will of God, 54, 139 ; signs and symptoms of dis-possessio n, 183;
personal v ictory eq uips for, 235. See also 1-!, 93, 135, 153, 185,
186, 204, 213, 215, 219, 237, 259, 260, 261, 266, 281, 285.
D1sEASE : e.s. take advantage of, 160; can be caused by e.s.,
apparent or real, 118, 134; consumption , fever.nerve break-down,
135 [see "Physical"] .
DISPOSSESSION FROM E.S. : DISPOSSESSED : [see "Deliverance "]
~{7, 263; beca use of grou nd refused, 189; signs of, 183, 199, CoL
list, 184; order of, 19-!; why not immediate, 191, 194, 196,200;
danger during cl. period, 190; liberates t he spirit, 119 ; fighting
free from, 197 to 200; need to perpetually u se the truth to keep
free, 243 ; use of will after attacks of e .s. during, 244 ; confusion
of d. period, 267 ; results of, 205, 206, 253, 254. See a lso 37, 255.
DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN : Satan and evil spirits, 32-34 ; Presence
and the Person of Goel, 104, 105; true and c. Presence of God.
126-128; true and c. indwelling of God, 131 ; passivity and quietness of spirit, 71 ; obedience to God, and submission to evil
spirits, 52, 139; true and c. voice of God, 137, 139, 140; false
and true visions, 150, 151 ; false and true seeing and hearing of
s. things, 113, 114, 168; true and c. dreams, 152; writing under
Divine guidance, and Satanic writing, 116, 117; true suffering
a nd suffering caused by e.s ., 89 ; true humility, and self.
depreciation , 90 ; confession from conviction by God, and from
compulsion of e.s., 134; true conviction of sin, and accusations
of e.s., 230; sin from fallen nature, and caused by e.s., 147, 233;
false and true inspiration, 174, 175 ; insanity from natural and
supernatura l causes, 173 ; n eurasthenia, and possession, l 77 ;
obsession and possession, 109, 110; obedience io God, and
obeying the Spirit, 51 ; Divine working and Satanic counterfeits
ins. manifestatio ns to-clay, 113 ; hindering of Satan,and restraining by the Holy Spirit, 236, 237 ; temptations and attacks, 228,
229 ; temptations and accusations, 229 ; putting will on God's
side and "resolutions " or " determinatio ns," 205; texts from
God or from Satan, 140 ; principle of cl., 113. See 266, and
Summary of distinctions between true and counterfeit experi·
ences, pp. viii to xv.
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DIVINATION : spirit of, 174, 235_; in Israel's time, 7 :
DORM ANT : affections, 81 ; bodily needs, 81 ; faculties, 75.
DouBT: in relation to s. experiences, 24, 181, 185, 188.
DRAUGHTS : feeling of d . caused by e.s., 132.
._
DREAMS: can arise from three sources, 106, 152 ; how to discern,
152 ; caused by e.s., 159, 173 ; day dreams, 158, 301.
DUAL PERSONALITY: [sec "Personality "].
DULLNESS: effect of workings of e.s., 171, 172; ,mornin~ d. of th~
mind, 153 [see "Mind"] ; not caused by Gods w_orkings, 139,
caused by dreams, 152; of ears, 172; of conscience, 20_ ~see
"Conscience"] ; of vision, 77 ; of consc10usne? s, 81 ; of ~~nsittveness to God, and Divine things, 83 ; sympathies, 8-! ; spmt-sense,
249; senses, 164.
.
EARS : affected by e.s., 96, 168, 169, 170, 172 ; lending, to e.s., 96,
170 · buzzing in the, 169, 170; listening to inner voice dulls outer
sou~ds, 169, 170 [see "Listening" ] ; nerves of, held by e.s., 96;
interference of e.s. with sensory nerves of, 169. See also 171.
EATING: [see "Body"] ; 81, 82, 172.
EAVES-DROPPING: giving advantage to e.s., 96.
ECSTASY: EXHILARATION: EFFERVESCENCE: ELATION: EXUBERANCE: 100, 132, 217, 247.
.
.
EMOTION: EMOTIONAL: sensibilities in full play, 132 ; stramed ms .
manifestatio ns, 100. See also 163, 220.
. .
· .
ENDUEMENT OF POWER : influx of the Holy Spmt, 270, 290 ; l-Jo!y
Spirit prepares for, 294 ; definite, 284 ; sudden or !lradual, 28:,;
releases spirit for service, 287, 288, 289, 292; con_dibons of, 289,
292, 293, 294 ; by faith, 291 ; varies in ma~ufestat10 n, 289 ; effect
in casting out demons, 258 ; for witnessing,. 63, 288, 290, 291,
293, 294 ; for discerning, 235, 281 ; for teachmg~ 239 ; bears its
own witness, 294 ; frees the spirit as chan~el, ~~:,, 286, 287, 288,
292 ; equips for warfare, 285. See pp. xu., xm.
ENMITY : against Satan implanted by God,..6, 185:, 2_42.
EVIL SPIRITS : DECEIVING SPIRITS : [see Satan ] , S3:tan rules
world through, 32, 33, 34 ; recognized ~.Y their ac,~1~ities, 254,
255 ; real existence of, 29, 32, 37 ; [see Ex1slence ] , lrembled
before Christ, 32, 34; atliludc of Moses to, 27-30; attit ude of
Apostles to e.s., 43 ; names of, 37 ; in the Gospels, 32-35 ;_ work
under cover, 16, 19, 175, 247, 249; personality and mtelhge!1ce
of, 37, 38 ; characteristi cs of, 15, 35, 37, 38, 174; crue_l, 2;,6;
depraved, rage and wickedness, 32, 37, 38, 25_6, 257; ,?ifferent
kinds of, 37, 39 ; sphere of activity, 35 ; descnbed as fowls of
the air," 53 ; power to enter and possess bodie~, of..men, 32_, 6~:
163, 174; [see "Compulsio n," "Counterfeit ,
Possession,
"Deception. " etc.).
.
EXAGGERATION : EXAGGERATED : impressions, 148, 159.
EXCESS: EXTRAVAGANCE: EXTREMES: to be avoided, 222.
ExcusEs : Column iv., in list p. 184 ; suggested by e.s: to cov~r
workings, 55, 102, 183, 200, 201, 275; should be exammecl, 17;,;
to prevent freedom, 203. See ~lso 292.
EXISTENCE OF SATAN AND EVIL SPIRITS: 3, 4, 6, 8, 15, 27, 28, 29,
30; known to awakened Christians, 31, 32; ~nown by_ those
deceived and delivered, 37 ; Church must recognize the existence
of Satan, 29, 44 ; danger of ~o knowledg,~ of, 280.
EXORCISING EVIL SPIRITS : [see Casting out ] ; 41, 42.
EXPERIENCES: s., 82; [see "Supernatur al"]; source and nature of,
180; dependence upon s., 221 ; sense, 221, 288; see also 3, 37,
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128, 129, 130, 144, 153, 185, 188, 227, 236, 240, 255, 281, 283, 284,
290, 293, 296.
EYES : affected in d.p., 167, 168 ; forced to see evil things, 168 ;
fix ed gaze, or roaming about, 167 ; physical e. controlled, 168.
FACE: affected by possession, 166; expressions opposed to tr~e
character, 166 ; various expres5ions, 166 ; glory-light on, caused
by e.s., 97; passive and dull, 177.
FACULTIES: not for mis-use, or non-use, 70, 96; used by God in
conjunction with man, 87. 108, 117 ; never to be suspended, 113;
possessed or held by e.s., 75, 95, 164; under e.s. control in d.p.,
119; effect of passive condition of, 76, 84, 119; suspended in
spiritism, 149 ; suspension of, a law for e.s. to work, 69, 70, 117 ;
passivity of, diagram on, 92; dulled by e .s., 81, 219; e.s. cannot
interfere, apart from ground, 154; God liberates, 139, 151 ; regain.
ing use of, 152, 193, 202, 206. See also, 94, 118, 136, 141, 144, 156,
157, 159, 161, 185, 191, 207, 222, 279.
FAITH: the walk of, 107, 138, 151 ; in ,vord of God, supplanted by
m., 149 ; true f. given by Goel in the spirit, 273; chief factor in
"casting out" e .s., 270; cannot be forced, 272; true f. is not a
compulsion to "believe," 273; in receiving the Holy Spirit, 290,
291, 293; believer should know his measure of, 130; knowledge
needed for exercise, 260. See 61, 107, 127, 19fl, and pp. x., xi.
FANAhcs : "CRANKS" : through deception, 48, 77; fanatical spirit,
55 ; after Revival, 280 ; cause of, 281.
FASTING : and its place in conflict, 269, 279.
FEAR : HORROR : TERROR : caused by e.s., 112, 142, 144; slavish f.
of God, 112; of the devil, caused by himself, 148 ; of God, not
terror, 286; of disobeying inner voice, 142, 144 [see "Holy
Spirit"] ; of missing will of God, 142; of truth, 189; of the
future, 178; of persons, 178 ; in casting out e.s., 269. See pp. x ., xi.
FEEBLENESS : INERTNESS : [see "IV ea /mess"] e.s. take advantage
of m e ntal, 160; no ground for, 158.
FF.ELINGS : caused by e.s., 232; drawin g, 137; agreeable and
heavenly. 134, 232 ; abhorrent and loathsome, or disagreeable ,
134, 155 ; of "life," "heat," "cold," agonies, 132; of pain,
draught, exhaustion, 132; sweet and soothing, 106; of relief,
231 ; in the body, 137; glow as fire, 82, 132 ; of guilt or wrong,
230, 231 ; injected by e.s., 231 ; sudden cessation of, 133; should
be il1\·estigated , 106-108, 137, 231 ; substituted for mind, or
con science, 231 ; no proof of b eing in God's will, 231, 232;
in h our of conflict, 244, 245; atrophy of, in passivity, 83; of
God 's Presence physically, 109, 113; of Satan's presence
physically, 109; c. feelings in body, 222, 268, of constraint, 222;
true f. in spirit, 221, 223. See also 194, 290.
FEVER : FEVERISH : work, 93 ; activity, 93.
FIGHTING: through, and what it means, 191, 193; through to
freedom, 84, 194 to f97; for use of will, 191 ; back to liberty,
198; painful, 194 ; back to normal, 193, 194; with force of tripartite man, 197; with wrong weapons, 241; order of fi ghting
back, 194, 195; from principle, 245; without result, 198; by
prayer, 248; with unseen foes, 246, 247, 256; permanent, 246;
with word of testimony, 248, 262 ; truth used in f., 235, 267 ;
prolonged prayer f., 273 [see "Warfare," "Prayer,"" Attacks"] ;
1,1nburdened spirit to, 249 ; perpetual, 243. See also 182, 183,
186, 196, 202, 203, 204.
FIRE: True, from God, '.288; c., in body, 82, 132. See pp. xiv., xv.
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FLASHES: teachings b_y_ f. of light, 18; of memory from c.s., 132;
of texts, 150; by v1s1ons, 221; of suggestion s, 231.
FnEEDO~!: [see "~eliveran ce"); _path to, 183, 197,253; God does
not violate mans, 139 ; cla1mmg of f. at Calvary, 183 ; e.s. will
resist, 203; must resist e.s. to maintain, 253 ; path to f., believer
~mst act, 197; helps to, 198; of utterance, 79; of volition, 212;
frrst step to, 180; spirit released into, 79; lessons of fight to, 254.
See also 48, 203, 267, 268.
FORETELLING THE FUTURE : by spiritists 40 · by believers under
178.
d .p . in high degree, 119. FUTURE: fe;r
GROUND TO E_.s. FOR POSSESSION : what is meant by g., 240 ;
those who _give g., 72; how first g. is gained, 129; en emy must
have, 54, ;,5, 10~. 112, 154;. given by every thought accepted
from e.s., 69; ignorance gives g., 2, 176; given, may be
deepened, 96, 131 ; wrong interpretat ion gives fresh g., 89, 96,
190, 2~0; given in the mind, 155 ; to e.s. by pas~; i,·ity a nd
acceptmg counter~e1 ts, 69 ; by admitting suggestion s, 155, 158 ;
by wrong concept10n s of spiritual things, 48, 61, 86, 88, 89, 122,
126, 160, 240; given to e.s. in any degree, <lulls faculties, I 19,
[see_ "Duhte_ss," "Faculties "]; g. is the crucial point, 69; g. for
e.s. m past life, 54, 156; known sin gives g. to e.s., 69; di~covered
and given up, 112, 179, 182, 193; must be detected and traced to
raclical cause, 94, 191, 193; existence confessed, IS2; must be
persistentl y refused , 93, 94, 112, 189,190,1 91,200, 2-J.I: extent
of : efusal ~f g. determ ines extent of deliveranc e, 189, 193, 200;
which admitted e.s. keeps them in possession , 190, 193; given to
e.s. must be recovered, 183, 190; all manifestat ions mea n g ., 149,
271 ; degree of g. for d.p., 96; given through passivity, 71, 72,
73, 116, 118, 149; communic ation can be without g., 155 ; g.
necessary for interferenc e with faculties, 15-4 ; g. cannot he cast
out, 111'. 179 ;_ C?f old creation, 188; d.p. may pass away unconsc10usly 1f position taken of Rom. vi., 96; how to deal " ·ith , 189,
1~3, _200; new may be given, 175, 176, 190, 2-40, 271; no transmission _of e.s. ~nless there is, 271 ; safety demands knowledge
of, 67; m conflict, 241, 242; to Satan to attack life, 238. See
also 178, 206.
GUIDANCE: principles of true, 220; counterfei t, by e.s., 52, 97,
119, 121, 129, 135, 141; by voices, 78, 136, 137, 144 ; through
conscience, _78; by mind and spirit, 141, 142, 219, 220;
by compuls10n,_ 142; by texts, 78, 136, 140 [see "Texts"] ;
clangers .:1:tong l_m e of, 53, 136, 237 ; intervenin g factors in, 53 ;
counterfei t, frmt of possession, 135; can be Divine, Satan ic, or
hum~n, 106; of e.s. adapted to conditions , 14 1 ; true gniclnnce at
the ~1me of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, 136 ; work of the Holy
Spmt to gmde C:hurch, 138; attitudes for, 141 ; turning inwards
~or, 143; true, m harmony with the Scriptures, 135, 220; in
Judgment, 220; mistaken higher form of, 78, 121 ; misled in
gmdance, 95 ; false, 103, 130; writing under gu id ance of God,
117; supernatur al g. substituted for conscience , 122; misconceptions of, 135, 142; Christ, the Pattern of g ., 135; 5Jave to
~~1per1:1atu~~l g., 137, 144 i by feelings and drawings, 137 ; by
leadmgs, 141; danger m assumptio n of being guided, 141,
142; angels probably not used for, 138. See pp. xii., xiii.
HARASSED : by terrible anxiety, 159; clouds and shadows, 160.
HEAD : prnssnre by e.s., 26.'l [see "Body"].
HEAIJNG : HEALTH: affected by d.p., 133. See 204, 212, 282, 302.
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HINDRANCES: by e.s., 37; true cause of h. to Revival, 45, 282, 283.
in circumstan ces. 236, 237; by unseen obstacles, 158, 159, 260;
to deliveranc e, 182, 196, 200; to "casting out" e.s., 269; to
preacher, 276 ; to faith, 273 ; removed by prayer, 276 ; as attacks
by e.s., 201, 237; to working of the Holy Spirit, 269, 287, 289;
to prayer, 275. See also 47, 71, 226, 227, 291, 295, 296.
HOLY SPIRIT, THE: [see "Baptis11i of the Spirit"]; is a Person,
52; His true work in the believer, 52, 64, 105, 139, 174 , 207, 216,
222, 272; convicts of sin, 231 ; received, 64, 216. 290 ; indwells
the human spirit, 55, 99, 105, 131, 207, 216, 252; works from
within, 111, 117, 272; communic ates the will of God , 139;
supplies the Spirit of Jesus, 104, 252; unites believers. 174;
Teacher of truth, 52, 59. 138, 266; equips to deal with e.s., 15,
31, 221 ; neerls co-operatio n of believer, 216_ 217, 218, 282;
liberates believer's faculties, 139, 151, 207; never manipulate s
the body, 173; can be counterfeit ed, 97, 131, 144, 216; aml gifts,
272, 286 ; restraimng , 236 ; encluemen t for service, 63, 289-294 ;
waiting for, 63, 64. See a lso 51, 210, 258, and pp. viii., ix.
IDENTIFICATION WITH CHRIST IN DEATH : 85, 8n, 147, 178, ]83,
199, 229, 233, 243, 246. IDENTITY: lost, 146, 180, 302.
JmosYNCRASIES : cover influence of e.s., 54, 55, 83 .
IMAGINATION: used by c .s., 77, 122, 146, 160 [see "Passivity "] ;
loss o_f control of, through pa~sivity, 77 ; "presentat ions" by
e.s. misnamed as, 77, 146, 148, b7 ; unused through passivity,8 1,
149: of God's Presence, 125; gifts of, 115; visions to passive,
149, 150; in bondage, 159.
IMPATIENCE: MOROSENESS: IRRITATION: 158, 159; when result of
d.p., 178 ; restless, 169; not moral, 268. See Brief Notes 301.
IMPRESSIONS: from e.s., 148, 245. See pp. xii., xiii.
IMP ULSES · 162; definition of, 176; result of d.p. 136, 161, 176.
lNFALJ.IBII.ITY : attitude of, based upon passivity of judgment and
reason, 77 , caused by e.s., 103, 129, 178, 181, 281 ; clogmatic, 176.
IN FATUATION: caused by e.s., 146; unaccount able, 146.
INFLUENCE : of e.s. in counterfei t presence of God, 109; true, from
God, 286; not' upon the body, 284. See 37, 123, a nd pp. x ii. , xiii
INFORMATION : obtained from e.s. by believer under control, 119.
INITIATIVE: lost in passivity, 74; lost by reliance on s. See 301.
INSANITY: caused by e.s., 173: difference between, and d.p., 173;
can be the result of d.p., 39 ; pure insanity, 173. See 302.
J.sSOMNIA: 153; [see "D1'eams," "Physical" ].
J~sPIRATION: given by e.s., 174; true, by Holy Spirit, 174.
INTELLIGENCE: INTELLIGENT: use of will, 142, 161, 209; use of
uody, 210 ; should be in accord with spirit, 220; use of mind 284
286; personality , 139, 285 ; reliance on God, 153 ; co-ope;atio ~
with God, 162. See 167, 188, 197, 263, 296.
1NTERPRETATION: [see "Mis-conc eption"l , of truth, 57, 65 ;
believer under control of e.s. can receive s., 119 ; dam~er of
wrong, during dis-possess ion, 191. See also 88, 96. 176, i90, 249.
INTOXICATION : of senses, caused by s. manifestat ions , 100.
turning
lNTROVERS ION : INTROSPECTION : of min<l, 125; through
inwards for prayer, 125; through listen ing to inner voice, 125;
., xv.
xiv
prevents outflow of s. , 287, 288. Sec 189, 198, a nd pp.
Joy: 108; intoxicatin g, 100 ; can be given by e.s., 132, 221 ; of the
victor, 84, 218, 257. See 288.
JUDGMENT: [see" Pa sswit_,,"J ; passivity of faculty of, 77, 172 ; e.s. ,
can give s. power of. 120; wrong spirit of, 143; use of the, 57,
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220; e.s. substituti on of their workings for the 122; impelled
to unreason able action, 281. See also 294, 296'.
KNOWLEDGE : true, of God, 128; Bible emphasis on 260 · affects
use_ of the will, 260, 261, 272; needed for prayer, 261, 266, 268;
believers a prey to the enemy for lack of, 2, 3, 223 ; believers
una~fecte d by e.s. have ?Pen mind to k. about them, 266 ; wrong
anxi ety for, 60, 61 ; basis of acceptanc e or rejection of s. requires
k., 192, 2_36; of God's Word essential, 54, 140, 151, 220, 236;
a? essentia l for the casting out of e.s., 259, 268, 270, 272 ; for
victory over Satan as deceiver and liar, 58, 60, 228, 237 ; of will
of God, 260 ; of wiles, necessary to resist, 260 ; of what e.s. can
do, 3, 225, 254, 265 ; basis of deliveran ce is k. of Calvary, 182 ;
of t~uth, the first essential for deliveran ce, 59, 93, 11 O ; of devil's
tactics after deliveran ce, 264 ; in the warfare, 264 ; can be given
by e.s.,. 120; _the se1:1-ses a factor in, 261 ; in the spirit, 137; of
Rom. v1., basis for victory over sin, 229; of the Holy Spirit, 284,
289, 290; of how to use the spirit, 213; a protectio n from e.s.,
~42; of p. of d. needed for revival, 281, 282, 283. See also 49,
.:,4, 104, 133, 140, 180, 199, 219, 226, 232, 239, 295, 297.
LAUGHTER: caused by e.s., 132; excessive , 222.
LAWS: _governing the spirit life, 79, 218; for the body, 239; for
workmg of e.s., 116, 117, 118, 161, 170, 171, 236; governing
prayer, 276. See also 151, 280, 296.
LA YING ON OF HANDS : occasion for e.s. to manifest, 272.
LIBERATE: LIBERTY : of others, 257; by Baptism of Spirit, 283, 286 ;
of utterance , 285, 287, 288, 289, 291, 294; of spirit, 292; from
power of Satan, 299. See 203, 206, 212, 246, 248, 255, 275.
LIFE : Divine p. xii I spurious, p. xiii. ; in the body, 132.
LISTENI!"G:. ~o e.s. [see "Ears," " Voices"], 120, 122, 136, 137,
170; mab1hty of I. to others, 158, 169, 171 ; double, interior and
exterior, 169; inward, to inner voice, 125, 137 169 170 · to inner
'
'
'
feelings, movemen ts, drawings , 169, 170.
LOCATION, OF GOD, THE: 124-127; mistaken , 125; true, 127.
LOVE: Misconce ptions abou_t Divine, 20; of God, counterfe ited by
e.s., _1_28, ..222, 251 ; cravmg for I. may be from e.s., 145. See
pp. XII., X lll.
LYING SPIRITS: [see "Evil spirits] ; counterfe it of others 145 ·
give burdens, visions, etc., to others about believer, 265. S~
also 20, 37, 44, 131, 156, 235, 239, 266, 267.
MANIFESTATION: MANIFEST: of the Holy Spirit, concurre nt wit'l
c.s., 99, 100; true m., of Christ is in the spirit, 105, 108; at
P~tecost , 43 ; cnseei:ning of spirits manifeste d through the
mind, 272. See also 284, 286, 289, 290.
M.~NIFESTATIONS: [see "Possessi on,." "Counter feit"] ; of e.s. in
the_g~s11els, 39; m' ~ed., 55, 100; dangerou s to long for, 107, 108;
149, ISO:
•✓ane•1 m characte1 , 38; means of obtaining s.m.,
co1111terfeit, 9S, 131 , 132, 134, 144, 147; undermin e the will
131 ; cessation of, may not indicate deliveran ce, 194, 202; th;
result of d .J'·• 1~ ; to the senses, 113, 131 ; all m. meaas ground,
271 ; in physical realm, 99; are periodica l in d.p., 98; attribute d
to_ ;~:.\tnral eau,;e<-, 54, 55, 83,. 96 ; apparentl y, but not really
Di•n~. 'in, 99, 100, 110, 119, 120, 126, 128; exterior, character istic ot. obsessi&l'l, 110 ; based upon passivity , 86 ; doubt of, first
step to deliveran ce, 185; wrongly interprete d, gives fre..~h ground
ta e.s .. 55, 00, 1(¥), 271 ; dual, through believer, 100, l<Ui;
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attitude to e.s. m., 199; physical m. in Baptism of Spirit. 284;
accompan ying revival, 282. See also 45, 57, 85, 117, 192, 201,
233, 271, 279, 281, 291, 296, and pp. xiv., xv.
MANIPULATIONS : of body by e.s. [see '' Body"], 97, 168, 173.
MEDIUMSHIP : condition s of, ignorantl y induced by believers, 85,
121 , 150; non-actio n of mind understoo d by spiritists, 149;
inspired by e.s., 40 ; spiritists, 40, 82.
MEDIUMISTIC CONDITION: result of passivity in believers, 121 ;
unknowin gly developed , 150; in authors, 116; induced by fixity
of gaze, 167; induced by passive yielding to e.s., 143; [see
"Spiritis m"]; attitude to others, 167.
MEMORY : loss of, 164; in state of passivity , 76, 83; substituti on
in, by e.s., 121, 122; flashes of memory from e.s., 132; regaining
use of, 198.
MENTAL : force, weakened by s. experienc es, 172, 177 ; faculties
gripped, 159; suspensio n of m. activity, 114, 115, 117, 150,151;
faculties in full use, 114; activity full and keen at P entecost,
285; regaining use of, JS~; feeblenes s, 160; [see "Mind"] ;
visions, 114; presentat ions in preaching , I 15; fight in prayer,
156, 161, 167, 245, 247, 251.
MESSAGES : from e.s., 97, 120, 121 ; [see "Transmi ssion"].
METALLIC: sound in voice, 165; [see " Voice"].
MIND : blinding of m., 11, 156; deception has to do with, 49, I 15,
156; the channel for the truth, 161 ; the chief faculties open to
e.s., 156; passive m. condition for working of e.s., 116, 117, 118,
139, 161, 165, 170, 171,236 ; suspende d in spiritism, 149, 150;
personal action of, quenched , 66, 115; passivity of the, 76, 77,
78, 79, 81, 83, 115, 152, 161, 172; lulled into passivity , 161 ;
exhaustio n of, producing passivity , 80; results of e.s . access to
mind, 148, 157, 165; suggestio ns by e.s. injected into, 18, 22,
11 I, 156; symptom s of e.s. interferen ce with, 156, 157, 163; s.
manifesta tions evidence of footing obtained in m. or body, 149;
presentat ions to the, 145, 152, 157; not impaired in true d.p.,
173; effect of d.p. on the mind, 118, 163, 164, 173; e.s. counterfeit of, 115, 156, 171 ; unable to shake off thoughts, 156, 159;
laborious action of, 156; oppressed , troubled m., 159, 160, 204,
205; exaggera tions of the, 159; e.s. work in m. whilst the Holy
Spirit is indwellin g, 99, 156; effect of s. on the, 100; affects the
will, 213 ; relationsh ip of m. and spirit, 78, 137, 220, 249; should
never be in abeyance , 220; control of the, 156; in true action, a
hindranc e to e.s., 114, 161 ; introvers ion of, 125; in relation to
decision, 78 219; in normal action, 116,156, 204,205; illuminat ed
by the Holy Spirit, 222; renewed, 111, 116, 156, 252; spirit and
m. ~hould be in accord, 220; soberness of, 247; m. filled with
God's vVord, 220; maturity of, 58; in guidance, 219, 220; in
full use in true working of the Holy Spirit, 58, 151 ; clarified m.
result of Divine workings , 113, 152, 252, 285, 286; Baptism of the
Spirit does not nullify the mind, 284 ; concentra tion of, 165,
250; [see "Concent ration"] ; dullness of, 153, 161, 171, 172, 175 ;
over-acti vity of, 80; unbiassed , 220 . See also, 18, 21, 49, 50,
56, 72, 158, 167, 188, 250, 281, 294, 297.
MISCONCEPTIONS : MISINTERPRETATIONS : of various truths, 61, 62,
64, 65, 66 ; part of teachings of e.s., 87 ; of spiritual laws, 69;
giving ground e.s., 96, 176, 240, 291 ; causing passivity , 85 1
examples of result of, 120 ; table of some, 67; of suffering, 88 i
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o_f surrender, 74; about weakness, 91 ; [see "Weakness"]; about
sm, 233 ; poured out by e.s. continually about everything, 235 :
about Baptism of Spirit, 289, 293. See also 120.
MORAL: standard affected by d.p., 78, 122.
!lfovEMENTS: 48; visions of world-wide given by e.s., 148, 150; of
e.s. in the body, 132 ; Revival means m . in spiritual rea lm, 279.
l\IuscLES: affected in acute d.p. [see" Body"], 166, I 72; use of, 197.
NATURAL: man, 56, 72; Christ discerned behind, 34; manner of
Satanic workings, 157, 206; d.p. indistinguishable from, 164:
believer deceived by n. idiosyncrasies, 83 ; excuses of n. co ver
e.s. workings, 96, 103, 132; victim of d.p. is n. between attacks,
98; when dreams are, 152; sleep, 153; symptoms of s. attributed
to, 160; See also 120, 126, 209, 210, 222, 246, 292.
NERVES: [see "Physical" ] affected by e.s., 132, 268; neurasthenia
and d.p., 177; apparent breakdown of, 135, 177 ; sensory n. of
the ear, 1"9; twitching of, I 78; nervous system, 132, I i8; of
the head, 167.
NEUTRALITY: to all s. workings until sure of source, 24, 60, 140,
147, 230, 236.
NORMAL: standard c,f the, 93, 203; see diagram, 195 ; criterion of,
to jui.lge deliverance, 203; strength (diagram), 92 ; fighting back
to, 91-93, 194, 195, 202, 203; of body, 91, 92, 113; of mind, 203,
204, 205; poisc, 217. See also 70, 76, 80, 123, 152, 156, IS~. 160.
NULLIFY: [sec diagram, 92] ; consent given e.s., 212, 241, 242.
OilEDIENCE: may be to God, Satan, or man, 106; true o. to God ,
50, 51, 52, 54, 73, 102; to e.s. through deception, 64, 97, 142;
blind o. to s. power, 50; the lerm "obey the Spirit" examined,
51 ; Satan covets o. of believer, 142; Christ's obedience, 209; to
Rom. vi. 11, 229; in reception of Holy Spirit, 290, 292, 294.
Sec a lso 210, 220, 298, and pp. xii, xiii.
OBSERVATION : OBSERVE: learnin g by, 263; of e.s. objective, 237 ;
in confhct, 240.
OBSESSION: meaning of word , and cause, 109, 1 IO ; based upon
deception and gu il e. 112; deliverance from, 110.
ONSLAUGHT: of e.s., 2, 3, 13, 17, 46; on Christ, 228; on believer,
73, 228 ; from e.s. in conflict, 228, 240, 245, 246, 264 ; apart
from ground, 253 ; Revival accompanied by o. of s. powers, 279.
See a lso 205, 216, 217, 295, 296, 298.
OVERCOME: passivity, 200; [see "Passivity," " Victory"] ; by word
of testimony, 248 ; in conflict, 274. See also 225, 279.
PAIN: may be caused by e.s., 134; [see "Physical"].
PASSIVITY : its meaning, 69, 70, 149; is sin of omission, 95, 96;
chief condition for working of, and possession by e.s., 69, 70, 86,
114, 121, 181 ; induced by e.s., 118, 119, 143; cause of, 67, 69, 73,
76, 83, 86, 88; souls open to, 71 ; follows Baptism of the Spirit,
through reliance on s., 73, 79; e.s., substitute their workings on
ground of non-use of any part of man, 123 ; of faculties, 84,
119; of the spirit, 78, 79; of conscience, 78; of the mind , 76, 78,
148, 153, 161, 173; of the imagination, 77; of the will, 74 , 75, 79,
162 ; of the brain, 76, 152 ; of reason, and judgment, 77 ; of eyes,
80, 167 ; of the body, 80, 81, 161 ; of lips, 121 ; of the whole
man. 73, 81 , 103 (col. list). 119; affecting sympathies, 66, 84;
degrees of, 119; attributed to natural causes, 83; unconscious
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cultivation of 69, 82 83 ; result of wrong conceptions of truth,
66, 67, 73, 79, 85, 86, 91 ; through misconception of spiritual
death, 66, 85, 86, 91 ; through misconcep!ion _of sclf-effacen:ient,
suffering, humility, weakness, 86 to 9~ ; m yieldi;1g to en\'1ronment, 162; is ignorantly induced by believers, 149, L,O; co-existent
with activity caused by e.s., 92; ?·P· based on, 12_3, 163; slave
to Satanic power, 142, 162; s. mamfestations on basis of, 86, 117;
presentations to mind, on ground of,_ 116; p. understood by
spiritists, 149, 150; basis of crystal gazmg, l 14; dehvern.nce from
(col. list), 94; can sink back into, unless resisted, 243; God does
not make a man a p. machine, 139. See also 212, and Note x.,

p. xi.

PERMISSION : Satan cannot attack believer without Christ's, 238 ;
in d.p. believer cannot act without e.s., 120; of e.s., 120, 142,
143; of inner voice, 144.
PERSONALITY : lost sight of by possession, 39, 97 ; not mean_t ~o be
lost in death with Christ, 85, 86, 91 ; dual p. charactenstic of
d.p., 97, 98 ; e.s. presentation of, 148; spurious, 120, 122, 146,
147; negation of, 150; vehicle to express Christ, Jal ; suppression of, in passivity, 86, 87, 91. See also 180, 210, 266, 302.
PERSONATIONS: by e.s., 145; of the Lord Jesus, 150 ; [see
"Counterfeit"]; of the dead, 39, 150 ; during prayer, 145.
PHYSICAL FRAME: affected by e.s., 79, 80-82, 132, 163-174; [see
"Body," "Feelings"] ; appetite, 163, 177 ; blushing, 166; bowels,
163; brain, 103, 163, 173; breathing, 167, 172; coldness, 132,
173 · contortions, 97 ; convulsions, 97 ; consumption , 135 ; deafness'. 168, 172 ; depression, 132 ; disease, 134 ; draining of streng_th,
132; drinking, 172; eating, 81, 82,172; ears, 163, 164, 168, 1?9;
eyes, 80, 81, 103, 163, 164, 167, 168; eyesight, 168; exhaust10n,
80, 132 ; fatigue, 103, 132 : feelings, 82, 83 : feet, 103, 164, 172 ;
fever, 135; fingers, 81, 172; foe, 82, 132; glow, 82, 132; hands,
81, 103, 16-.1, 172; hair. 166; head, 103, 132, 164, 166, 167 ; headache, 132; heat. 132, 173; h earing, 80, 169; heart-beat, 132;
heaviness, 81, 172, 173 ; jaws, 163; laughter, 103, 132; lethargy,
103 ; lips, 166; limbs, 173; muscles, 97, 103, 163, 164, 166, 172;
neck, 163,166; nerves, 97, 103, 135, 163, 167, 169, 172, 173. 176,
177 ; nostrils, 167; pain, 132, 134; palpitation, 1~2 ; phlegm, 172 ;
prostration, 172 ; restlessness, 92, 103, 173 ; sahva, 172 ; senses,
81, I 13,164 ; shaking, 132 ; sleeplessness, 81,173; smell, 80,164;
smiles, 166; sp eech, 165 ; spinal column, 81, 163, 166 ; strength,
173 ; stiffness , 81, I 73 ; swallowing, 172 ; taste, 80, I 64 ; 1.ea rs,
132, 166; thrills, 82, 131, 132; throat, 166; tong ue, 98, 103, 163,
164, 165, 166; trembling, 132; twitchings, 132, 173, 176, 284;
vitality 166 · vocal organs, 97, 103, 164, 165; voice, 165, 166;
weakne~s. 92, 168, 172, 176, 226; weeping, 103 [sec "Manifestations"].
PossESSION : [see "Exorcism," "Counterfeit"], 36, 95 ; meaning
of the word, 68, 69, 109, 1 IO; more widespread than is supposed,
69. 96 ; possible to believers, 56, 68, 69, 98 ; _to ~11 classes, 44 ;
exists in many degrees, 68, 119, 163, 164 ; whilst mdwelt by ~he
Holy Spirit, 98, 99 ; apart from sin, 96 ; through counte~fe.1,ts,
97, 106, 123; [see "Ground," "Passivity," "Count~rfeits ] ;
through deception, 73, 97, 98, 104, 11~. 177; through misconception of spiritual truth, 65; through sm, 68, 96 _; o~,facultie~. 92,
95 ; [see '· Faculties"] ; of body, 41 ; [see '' Physical ] ; the aim ot
e.s., 98, 105, 106, I IO; how o;).S. gain access for p., 102, 106 ;
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clifference between, and obsession, 110 ; personality lost by, 39 ;
spurious personality through, 146; dual personality, through, 97,
98; some symptoms of, 90, 102, 103 ; effects of, 77, 82, 88, 97,
120,_ 134, 135, 144, 145,_ 1_65, 166, 177, 178; destroys value for
service, I IS ; charactenshcs of, 38, 39, 163, 164 ; and insanity,
39, 173; and dreams, 152; conflict which comes from 182 ·
principles for deliverance from d.p. through deception, 93, 1 I 1:
I 12, 182,_183, 191, 199; knowl~dge and refusal of, 84, 182; casting
out e.s. m d.p., I II ; why cleltverance gradual, 191 ; removal of
cl.p. liberates faculties, 204; by e.s. follows Revival, 45, 280,
281, 282, 283. See also 202, 226.
PRAYER: a spiritual law, 276 ; not to God as within 125 287 •
a nece~sity in conflict, 248, 265 ; not the p. of p etition: but 'union:
248: eiaculatory, 165 ;_ various methods of, I 73, 274; prolonged,
persistent, 274, 277 ; time for answer to, 275 ; wrestling in, I 11 ;
knowledge ne~cled of p._ ?f cl. to_ defeat Jhem by prayer, 237, 26 1,
262_; destructive, :pecific, radical, 26;,, 276; strongest weapon
ag~mst p. of cl.,. 2;,5, 262; systematic war of p., 262, 263, 264,
26;,, 274, 277 ; bmcls the enemy, 262, 263 ; all attacks from man
or demon, fuel for, 234 ; spirit in relation to, 25 I ; for other;,
44, III, 254, 256, 266, 268, 274; physical attitude in prolonged
273, 274; of asking, interced ing, "saying," 277; burden of, 277;
perseverance m, 274, 275; strength, vision, knowledge for, 277;
victory by, 237, 274; bringing to light hidden temptations, 227,
228; m deliverance, I I 1, 189, 197; and action, 274, 275 : uncertainty -:veakens, 266 ; and JJreaching, 275 ; co-operation in,
275 ; relation of p. to M1llenruum, 262, 263 ; spheres of, 276,
277; sleep g~arded by, 153; victory needs, 247 ; training for war
by p .,263_; hmderers to ans_w~re~. 148, 27_5; visions and personahons durmg p., 145 ;_ passivity m_ p. resisted, 150; for light on
attacks, 240 ; wandering thoughts m, I 78 ; for Revival, 282, 283 ;
m relation to Baptism of Spirit, 293 ; to e.s. through deception,
64, 97, 125, 131. See also 295, 297, and pp. x., xi,
PREACHING: and prayer, 275 ; mental nresentations in I 15 · truth
possible and e.s. manifestation s, 99:
'
'
P~~SENCE OF_ ~OD: counterfeit, 104, 106, 107, 109, 124, 128 [see
Counterfeit ] ; the true, 104, 105, 108, 109; not felt by physical
senses, I 13, 125 ; lost, 83, 133, 155 ; filling the room, IIO: realization of, 113, 125. See also pp viii., ix.
PRINCIPLE : PRINCIPLES : fi~hting from, 246 ; resisting from, 246 ;
su~pe_ns10n of mental act10n, p . for working of e.s., I 14 ; basic
pnnciple of dec1s10n, 137 ; for detecting the working of God
from the enemy, 139; of God's way of communica tion with His
children, 137, 151 ; showing distinctions between revelations of
0xJ in .Scripture and manifestations to-day, 113; embodied
m refusmg, 241 ; of mistaken location of God, e.s. build their
counterfeits, 126; distinguishing working of God, or Satan, 152;
of. attitude of the w_1ll to God and Satan, I 12 ; of righteousness
for Baptism of Spmt, 293. See also 150, and pp. x., xi.
PRONUNCIATION: affected by e.s. [see "Body," " Vocal organs'1.
PROTECTION : from e.s., 56 ; hindrances to God's p . of h cliever,
208, 296, 297.
-PUSH : PRESSURE : IMPELLING : by e.s., 281 [see "Compuision"l.
SP.e also 133, 143 . 217. 218. 223, 249.
·
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QUENCHING: the human spirit [see "spirit," "Holy Spirit"]: SO,
21S, 218, 283; doubts of experiences, 185; the Holy Spirit, 292.
QUESTIONS: answered by e.s., I 19 [see" Communication"]; answered
by signs in the body, 143; believer fears to q. experiences, 129.
QUIETNESS OF SPIRIT: not passivity, 71 [see "Pa.ssivity"lREBELLION : men driven into, 10 ; against truth, 268.
REFUSAL: [see "Revoke"] the principle embodied in, main factor
on man's side in deliverance from e.s., 198, 267; based on Rom.
vi., 246; based on knowledge, 192; example list of way of, 193,
244, 245 ; must be maintained, 94, 193, 245; of excuses and lies
of e.s., 197, 200; of ground to e.s., 178, 189, 191, 192, 193, 199,
200, 244; in relation to passivity, 49, 191, 193; way to refuse,
243 ; of e.s. workings , 191, I 93 ; becomes aggressive warfare, 244,
245; weapon of r. in conflict, 219, 243, 244, 249; of will a barrier
to e.s., 244 ; diagram showing fight back by, 195; active volition
in, 180, 190; of night presentations, 152; of pressure from the
enemy, 218; of lashings by e.s., 230; of lies from e.s., 235. See
also 153, 175, 183, 212, 213, 217, 222, 240, 241, 242, 248, 259.
RESIST : RESISTANCE : of the p. of d., 44, 111, 205, 256; an action
of the whole man, 198, 245; Goel mu st be behind it, 244 ; by the
spirit, 247, 249; must b e intelligent, 206, 260; from princi ple,
246; e.s. attacks on spirit, 218, 219; e.s. attacks on body, 239;
[see "Refusal"]; without result, 192; passive attitude ceases,
197 ; unseen temptations, 227 ; death, 238 ; strengthens spirit,
239; perpetual, 243 ; of e.s . in preaching, 276 ; victorious, 248 ;
development of r. power, 206. See also 100, 167, 191, 194, 203,
217, 261, 266, 267, 270, 281.
RESTLESSNESS : effect of Satanic activity and workings, 92,93, 178.
REVIVAL: forces of Satan obstacle to, 45; aftermath, 48, 148;
confessions, 133; wrong conceptions of, 160; essence of, 278,284;
hour of God and of the devil, 279 ; devil's purpose to stop, 280,
288, 29S; minus war on Satan ends in partial failure, 281 ; pure,
is possible, 282 ; mistake in Welsh, 283 ; prayer for, at present
time, 283; conditions for, 284; an outflow of the spirit, 287, 295 ;
final objective of, 299.
REVOKE: REVOKED: past consent to e.s. must be, 183, 193, 198,
241, 242; curse on Satan has not been, 274.
ROMANS VI., TRUTHS OF: 85, 199, 211, 229, 230, 233, 246.
SATAN: DEVIL: [see "The Deceiver," "Evil spirits" ] ; Satan's
attitude to Christ, 34 ; prince of, and deceiver of the whole world,
4, 6, 8, IO, 23, 33, 36, 156, 162, 212; tempter of Christ and
believers, 228; organized monarchy and realm, 4, 7, 10, 17, 32,
43, 256 ; prince of the power of the air, 6, 34, 35, 43, 158, 187 ;
not omnipresent, 34 ; names of, 33, 34 ; distinction between e.s.
aud, 32, 33, 37 ; works through e.s., 37, 250 ; gives counterfeits
ol himself, or hides his existence, 89, 148, 149; blinds the mind,
11, 156; works by " wiles, " 249, 250; purpose of, 162; works
under cover, 4, 19, 226, 2.50; works upon the senses of man,
107, 108; a false angel of light, I 9, 108 2W ; prince of death, 239 ;
as tempter, giving temptations, 20, 226-232 ; accuser, making
accusations, 20, 32, 73, 229, 233, 237 ; hinderer, causing hindrances, 32, 201, 236, 237 ; liar, 32, 33, 234, 235 ; murderer, 32,
33, 237-239; limit set by God, 47, 102; forces of, can be turned
back, 295, 296 ; end, is the abyss, 298, 299 ; Revival, in harvest
time of. 279, 281, 282. See also 231, 232, 262, 279, 297.
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SATIETY OF SENSES: given by e.s .. 128, 155; [see "Senses·, .
SELF: life, never ministered to by God, 155; loss of trues. contra~
69, 70, 86; s. condeipnation, produced by e.s., 147; s. accusa tion, 147; spurious s., counterfeited by e.s., 122, 145, 146; s.
consciousness, right and wrong, 86, 87 ; s. consciousness given
to "death," 86; [see "Consciousness," "Unconsciousness"] ; s.
indulgence in spiritual things, 155; s. confidence, 147; s. despair,
147; s. depreciation, 90; s. effacement, misconceptions of, 66;
86, 87, 90; s. importance, 55, 146; s. love, can be fed by s.
manifestations, 129; s. deception, 11, 12; s. control, a fruit ot
the Spirit, 85, 105 ; s. magnified in others, 145 ; s. introspection,
189, 198. See also 178, 197, 296, 297, 299, 302, and pp. xiv., xv
SENSATI~~s: [see " Physical effects"], in the body, caused by e.s.,
132, I:,:, ; throu_gh d._p., 82 ;_ of the body, dulls the spirit sense,
82; mmd occupied with bodily, diverted from spirit life 222; of
'
joy given by e.s., 221.
SENSE OF THE SPIRIT: needs to be read, 80, 109, 213, 215, 217,
218, 294 ; how lost, 82 ; a lone di scerns the Presence of God
109; discerns Satanic powers, 109; qu enching, by ignoring, 80. •
SENSES, THE: wrought upon by e.s., 107-109, 133; in relation to
the manifestation of God, 107-111, 131,155; spiritists really live
in the, 82 ; sense-manifestations, 108, 131 ; Satan's way of approach, 108; dulled by d.p., 164; difficulty in operations of,
164 ; changes in the s. from agreeable to reverse, 155; s. in full
mastery, 133 ; s. wrapped with soothing feelings, 107, 128, 155;
fed by s. manifestations, 144; satiety of, 155; counterfeit in, of
God's working in the spirit, 285, 288.
SE:-.suous : result of possession, 82 ; s. feelings not true communion
With God, 126 ; e.s. feed the, 82, 155; s . experience can be mistaken for spiritual, 109, 215.
SHAKINGS: in the body caused by e.s.,l32[see" Body,"" Physical"] .
SIGNS: supernaturals., 13, 14, 22, 23, 108; of dispossession should
be read, 183; e.s. teachin gs accompanied by, 161.
STN: e.s. hide behind, 55, 68, 98; e.s. drive into, 134 ; without d.p .,
96; whi-ch opens door for d .p., 68, 96; known or unknown, 55,
69, 95, 232: possession without known, 98; lending facu lties to
96; result of d.p., 96; c. manifestations of, 134, 147, 232, 233 ;
hatred to, 134, 185; deception about, 134, 233; supposed
"besetting," 96, 147, 232; compulsory confessions of, 133, 230,
147 ; true conviction of, 134, 231 ; true confession of, 134 ; the
unpardonable, 123, 133 ; warfare against, 233; real temptation
to, 229 ; how to act in temptation to sin, 229 ; how to know
when e.s. are at back of sin. 230 ; minimising, 6-!, 65, 147, 233;
d eath to, 8S, 96, 147, 199, 229, 230, 233, 246 ; rejection of known,
147, 229, 233; deliverance from power of, 208, 233 ; active
co-action with Goel in dealing with, 234 ; continuous power of
the blood cleansing, 234; put away for Baptism of Spirit. 290,
292, 293. See also 259, 280, and pp. xiv., xv.
SINGING : caused by e.s., 166 [see " Voice," " Voca l"].
SLAVE: to supernatural power, 120, 137, 142, 162.
SLEEP: [see " Dreams," "Insomnia"]; 152, 153, 173.
SouL: "Soulish" : 80, 99, 221, 223; and spirit, difference between,
Y9, 80, 214, 220 ; and spirit, separation of, 214 ; s. experiences in,
215, 216. See also 80.
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of God, to the believer, 102, 138; of e.s. through passive
believer 117, 120, 121 ; of e.s. to the believer, what it is like,
170, I7i; an example, 128; s. ot e.s. can be counterfeit of innec
s. of man himself, 139; e.s. hindering listening to s., 169; [see
"Listening" ] ; public s. interfered with by e.s., 115, 116; with a
loud voice, 170,' 171. See also Brief Notes 302, and pp. x , xi.

SPEAKING :

SPEECH: affected by e.s., 165; voluminous, rushing, staccato. 165.
SPIRIT, THE HUMAN: is a distinct entity, or organism, 214, 223;
needs regeneration by the Holy Spirit, 207, 209, 210, 214;
separated from soul, 214, 292; characteristics and activities, 78,
79; sense of the s., 80, 109, 215, 250; laws of the, 79, 213, 215,
216, 218, 223, 225; apparently spiritual experiences may no~ he
from the, 82, 215; sense lost, 79, 82; brought into consc10us
action through the Baptism of H.S., 79, 216 ; many have no
consciousness of, 215, 216; s. sense lost in acute bodily sensations, 82, 221 ; should rule soul and body, 214, 216, 219, 269;
acute consciousness of, 79; is united to Christ, 79, 127, 214, 258,
286, 287; shrine of Holy Spirit, 55, ll6, 119, 131, 207, 214, 215,
216, 258, 270,284; organ of Holy Spirit, 55, 117,210; should
co-work with Holy Spirit, 79, 216, 245, 270, 293; can act apart
from the Holy Spirit, 214, 221, 289; presence of Cod felt in the
s., 109; open to two forces in spiritual realm, 217; walking after
the, 82, 214, 215, 216, 219, 220; mind ands. closely related, 78;
s. and mind harmonize in true guidance, 219, 220 ; knowledge
in the, 80 ; basis of Rom. vi. for liberation of, 246 ; liberation of,
79, 210, 214, 218, 248; needs soul and body for expression, 248;
fruit of the Holy Spirit through, 210, 290; volitional control
over, 210, 214 ; enemy's grip upon, in conflict, 248; wrong, 55,
78 ; bound spirit, 210, 223, 249; unburdened s. needed_for warfare, 249; e.s. attack the, 163, 216, 218, 247; fanatical, 55;
spiritual man is governed by his, 247, 293; of infirmity, 39, 69,
174; counterfeit of the, 221; easily crushed, wounded or depressed,90 ; acute suffering in,89 :. l?assivity of, 78, 79,119 ; cau_ses
of passivity, 78; quiet, 71 ; elasticity of, 223; strong, ~15, 2:,6;
poise of, 161, 217, 218, 219, 247; ~se of the, ~O, 249, 2;:,5; sense
to be read, 54, 80, 217, 218, 219, 2:,0, 270; weight on s., 80, 218,
223, 248, 249, 260; [see "Weights"]; touched by e.s., 218;
strained, 219; "locked up," 80,283; pressed,247; unbending,293;
quenching the, 80, 218; activities of the, 79, 249 ;_ conditions for
victory in the, 225, 269, 270 ;_ hberatecl mto umversal prayer,
184, 277; prayer in s. penetratmg through to God, 127; conflict
of, with e.s., 248, 270 ; wrestlmg of the s., 247, 248 ; dommance
of, in special conflict produces fasting, 269 ; disengaged, when
conflict is over, 269 ; triumph in the, 248, 270 ; s. undeveloped, a
limitation in service and warfare, 269, 270 ; increased s. capacity
for the Holy Spirit, 270 ; discerning of spirits proceeds from the,
272 ; flow from the, in preaching, 275, 276 ; true burden in the
269 277; the "Amen" in the, 219; sense of s. expressed in
contraction, compression, etc., 219; s. in strain, driven or flight,
219 · cloud on 222; s. out of action, 221 ; monitions of, 136;
disu;e of, 22t'; e.s. attack after Revival, 281 ; liberated by
Baptism of Spirit, 283, 285, 287, 288, 294 ; filled with the Holy
Spirit, 285, 287, 289, 290, 294, 295 ; falling upon of Holy Sj.Jirit
is on the, 286; unity of, with others, 288, 289, See also 217,
221, 293, and pp. viii., ix.
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SPIRITISTS: 39, 40, 41, 47; du not have true communication with the dead, 39 ; understand law of mental passivity to
obtain m ., 82, 85; levitation, 144.
SPURIOUS: personality, caused by e .s., 146, 147.
STANDING AGAINST E.S. : 250 ; armour provided, 250 ; s . on finished
work of Christ, 246; in Christ, 183.
STRENGTH: given by e.s., 41 ; drainage of, 80; normal, 91; Divine
s. given, 91, 92, 256, 285; of spirit in conflict, 215, 256, 270.
SUBSTITUTION : by e.s. of their workings for man's own actions,
120-123; s. of supernatural guidance for conscience, 122; [see
"Conscience"] by e.s. from the person himself, 119, 122.
SUFFERING: can be given by e.s., 88, 89, 131, 222; passivity caused
by acceptance of s., 88; agonies of s. caused by e.s., 89, 131, 145;
knowledge of cruelty of e.s. through, 256 ; purposeless, 89 ;
rebellion against, 90; s. a weapon of compulsion by e.s., 88, 251 ;
d.p. manifested in, 88. 159; discrimination of c. suffering from
true s. with Christ, 89 ; temptation means s., 228 : in the affections, 222; in fighting free from d.p., 194. See pp. x .. xi.
SUGGESTIONS: given by e.s., 18, 78, 128, 129, 156, 158, 231; planned
to deceive, 103; when accepted give ground to e.s., 69, 155, 175;
e.s. seek entry by sudden, 132, 156; some suggestions by e.s.,
l~O_. 149; from without, to the mind, 111, 169; s. getting and
gwmg of s., 120 ; false, from e.s., 232; adapted to believer, 141,
197, 275. See also 153, 212, 245, 281, also Brief Notes 302.
SUPERNATURAL: [see "Satan"] ; a source of danger, 16, 17,
19, 53, 98, 100, 222; alls. not necessarily Divine, 2, 18, 25, 51, 53,
73 ; s. world opened to believer by Baptism of the Spirit, 43, 50,
53, 71, 73; indiscriminate acceptance of s.,2, 18, 72; d.p. through
abandonment to s. power, 98 ; danger of cessation of mind action
for s. manifestation, 150, 151 ; manifestations, 85, 86, 100, 107,
113,114, 117, 119, 149 ; s. presentations to the mind, 116; list of
getting and giving s. things from e.s., 119 ; visions, 149, 150, 151 ;
s. voices, 137, 140; knowledges., 120; s. seeing and hearing, 114,
115; s. guidance, 53, 121, 122, 136, 137, 143; messages, 121;
depending upon s. h elp in speaking, 115, 121 ; beli evers in high
degree of d.p. have s. power, 119; believer a slave to s.,
137, 142, 143; s. help, 75, 144; s . revelations produce infallible
attitude, 77 ; s. signs given by e.s , 23, 24 ; s. experiences
weaken mental forces, 177; voice affected by s., 165; s. not
always marvellous, 132, 157; cli~cernment needed of s. workings,
54 ; experiences in Baptism of Spirit, 288 ; workings during
Revival, 279, 281, 282. See also 7, 10, 14, 45, 66, 101, 160, 256,
278, 279, 296.
SUPPRESSION : of personality, 87, 91, 307; of bodily needs, 81 ; of
e.s. manifestation, temporarily, 180.
SURRENDER: use of the word, 65; true s. to God, 71 , 73, 248;
of will to God, does not mean non-use, 74 ; passivity the counterfeit of s., 70, 108; at time of Baptism of the Spirit, 51, 55,
66, 73; to spiritual death, 86, 87, 89, 91 ; e.s. substitute
their workings on ground of passive s., 108, 123; clanger of
s. to supernatural forces, without knowledge, 51 ; faculties
s. to passivity must be regained, for use, 94 ; misconceptions of,
74, 76, 82, 86, 92, 121; to e.s., 97; sentiment of, 72; e.s.
'.1ttacks on s. believer, 74 ; e.s. may rush a believer into
involuntary, 163; personal negation not true, 150; true, to God,
290, 293. See pp. x., xi.

SPIRITISM:
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SUICIDE: MADNESll: See "Insanity."
SYMPTOMS: of d.p., 37, 103, 156, 163, 171, 172, 174; present
in slight degree, 164; of interference with vocal organs, 164,
165; of affecting head and jaws, 166; of eyesight and hearing
affected, 167, 168, 169; of affecting entire system, 172; similar to
neurasthenia, 177; of d.p . attributed to temperament, 178;
indistinguishable from natural causes, 164; calfed attacks,
271; of having listened to supernatural voices, 171, 172; s. of
possession, 172 ; differentiating insanity and possession, 173 ; of
dis-possession, 183 [see "Dispossession"] ; delivered believer
able to read in others, 254, 282. See also 88, 202, 241, 266.
TACTICS: of e.s. with believer, 12, 75; to put burdens on
spirit, 249 [see "Satan," "Counterfeit," "Attacks"]; to hinder
deliverance, 196; during fighting-through period, 196; in
hour of victory, 264, 265 ; use of Scriptures against, 152.
TALKATIVENESS: 178; caused by d.p., 165,302. [see" Vocal Organs"].
TEACHERS : TEACHING: TAUGHT: silence of, about Satan, 2;
deceived, 18, 24; must be tested by God 's Word, 19, 57 ;
e.s . as, 18 ; how teaching spirits teach, 18 ; teachers taught of
God, 65.
TEACHINGS OF DEMONS : DOCTRINES : 2, 16, 17, 18, 21 ; teaching
spirits, 17, 19; given as misconceptions of truth, 87 ; can be
based on truth, 20, 87 ; accompanied by supernatural signs, 22 ;
by "flashes" of light, 18 ; by spiritual revelations, 2, 18 ; mixed
with man's own reasonings, 18 ; natural in appearance, 18 ;
command to test, 24 ; attitude of neutrality to, 24.
TEMPERAMENT: covers working of e.s., 178, 201.
TEMPTATION : needs discernment whether from e.s. or from old
nature, 229; may be invisible, 226, 227, 228; of Christ, 7, 33, 34,
227, 228, 237 ; degrees in results of, 228 ; should be brought
to light by prayer, 227, 228; difference between and attack, 228;
difference between, and wile,2SO ; means suffering,228 ; difference
between, and accusation, 229 ; believer's appropriation of Rom.
vi. at moment of, 229; during Revival, 280.
TESTIMONY : of believer, destroyed by e.s ., 143, 280; word of, for
victory, 248, 262 ; when it flags, enemy gains, 274.
TESTS : of "thoughts and beliefs" held by believers, 22; of
doctrines, 23, 54 ; of teachers, 19, 23; basic principle for t.
teachings, 21, 22; of spirits, 53. See also 115.
TEXTS: can be given by e.s. , 18, 75, 97, 140, 150; as supernatural
props., 75; wrenched from context, 20, 75 ; misused, can induce
passivity, 75; guidance through, 121, 163; lit up by flashing of
texts, 18, 150; streams oft. apparently from the Holy Spirit, 18,
140, 158; principles for discerning source of, 140. See pp. xiv., xv.
fHOUGHTS: 21, 158; when wrong, open door to e.s., 20, 50;
injected by e.s., 22, 156; leading to passivity, 73, 97, 192 ; ground
to e.s. by accepting, 155, 158 ; radical cause in t. must be discovered, for deliverance from d.p., 191, 192 ; sudden stoppage
of, 157. See also 145, 159, 160, 281, 28G.
THRILLS: from supernatural causes, 82, 131, 132 ; [see "Physical"].
TONGUES : TONGUE : gift of, 166, 294 ; lent to sin, 96 ; liberation
of, 285.
TREMBLING : caused by e.s. [see "Physical"], 132.
TRANSMISSION : (see "Medium"] ; of e.s. to others, impossible
without ground in others, 271 ; of thoughts, words, etc., apart
from volition, 88 ; of messages from e.s., 120 ; of truth, 275.

340

War on the Saints.

TRUE THE: Action of the mind, 159, 222; exercise of the will,
208, 209 · attitude for Divine guidance, 141 ; attitude in seeking
kno'wledge, 59, 60 ; attitude towards things, 60 ; meaning_ of
Rom. vi., 85; communion with God, 126, 127; use of faculties,
II3, ll7; confession of sin and its marks, 134; consciousness of
God, in the spirit, and not felt by physical senses, 108, 109, 128;
conformity to death of Christ, 85, 86 ; conviction of sin, 230 ;
co-operation with God, 71, 105; discerning of spirits, 272; Divine
revelation, 114; doubt, 185; dreams, 152; fellowship with Christ
in suffering, 89; fruit of the Spirit, 210; guidance by God, 135,
136, 141, 220; indwelling of God, 131 ; knowledge, 60, 181 ; hfe
after the spirit, 221, 222; spirit-action,221 ; knowledge of Presence
of God, 128; working of the Triune God, 104, 105; working of
God in believer, 108, 208; location of God, 127; manifestation
of the Presence of Goel, 105, 109; inspiration and working of the
Holy Spirit, 52, 111, 136, 138, 139, 174, 207; m. of Christ, 1?8,
127; Baptism of the Spirit, 52, 283, 284, 286, 287, 288; meamng
of "control" by God, 105, 111, 131 ; principles for decision, 137,
219; obedience to God, 51, 52; path of the believer, 151 ; activity
of the mind, 76 ; quietness of spirit, not passivity, 71 ; reliance
on God, 141; seeing and hearing of s. tJ;i.ings, 114; sense of the
presence of e.s., 109; speaking of God, 137; surrender to God,
71, 248; self-control, 210; spiritua l man, 247; visions, 151;
spiritual feelings, 223; fasting, 269; faith, 273; Voice of God,
137, 139 ; waiting for Goel, 63 ; walking after the spirit, 214 to
220; resistance to e.s. , 198; worship of Goel, 126; writing under
Divine guidance, 116, 117 ; wrestling with forces of Satan, 247;
manifestations mixed with counterfeits, 14, 101 ; influence, 286.
See 281, 289, and Summary of True contrasted with counterfeit,
pp. viii. to xv.
TRUTH: 3, 20, 21, 56; antagonism to t. about e.s., 266, 276;
resistance to all, caused by e.s., 158, 266; openness to, 2, 50, 58,
59, 60; freeing power of, 59, 110, 112, 180, 181, 242; falsehood
met by, 235 ; in harmony with Written Word, 21 ; Holy Spirit
works through, 59, 243 ; stages of apprehending, 59 ; mind,
vehicle for, 161 ; penetration of, destroys veil on mind, 49, 185,
252 ; dispels deception, 21 ; no deliverance from d.p. but by, 180;
humiliation of facing, 180 ; misinterpretations of, 57, 61 , 67,
clarified by experience, 59; teachings of demons based on, 19,
85, 87 ; used by e.s. to lash believers, 267 ; passivity caused by
misconceptions of, 85; must dislodge lies in the mind, 181-191;
the primary factor in deliverance, 59, 60, 110, 112, 180, 181, 250;
a primary weapon in warfare, 189, 235, 242; weapon of authority,
259 ; weapon of victory, 267 ; protection of e.s. by use of, 243 ;
part of armour of God, 252 ; must not cease to operate, 242 ;
effect of, on the e.s., 257 ; transmission of, in preaching, 275.
See also 37, 61, 67, 178, 234, 282, 296, 297.
TwrTCHINGS: caused by e.s., 132, 172, 178 [see "Body"]; not
caused by the Holy Spirit, 173 ; wrong interpretations of, 176.
UNCONSCIOUS : UNCONSCIOUSNESS : [see "Consciousness"] ; result
of passivity, 81 ; symptom of deep d.p., 171 ; actions, 87;
transmission of words from e.s., 88 ; habits, 81 ; of workings of
e.s., 88, 171; effect of d.p., 87, 171; of moral standard lowered,
122 ; of personality, needs, states, feelings, etc., 86, 87 ; manifested in dullness of sensibilities, 87; movements of body, 164;
formidable hindrance to deliverance from d.p., 88; table sbowing
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way of deliverance from, 192; self-conscious u., 171; of e.s.
workings hinders prayer, 261. See also 160, 162.
UNCONTROLLABLE MOVEMENTS: 164.
UNDECEIVING: [see "Dis-possession," "Deliverance"], 180-189; the
principle of deliverance, from d.p. through deception, 111, 191 ;
resu lts of, 253, 254, 255. See also 279.
UNION: UNITY : of spirit with Christ, 31, 79, 127, 183, 220, 257,
260, 286, 287 ; with other believers, 288, 289. • See 214, 289.
UNTEACHABLENESS : after Revival, 281 ; caused by e.s., through
wrong conceptions, 65.
UNPARDONABLE SIN : charges of, by e.s., 83, 113, 133.
VICTORY : VICTOR : Christ the Victor. 256, 257, 258 ; won at Calvary
by Christ, 9, 182, 183, 199, 239, 256; complete, over Satan,
through Calvary, 239, 248 ; over Satan by prayer, 239, 248 ; call
to Church, v. over Satan as well as sin, 251 ; over all the power
of the enemy, 224; over p. of d., 196, 224, 256; over all the
wiles of e.s., 256; the Holy Spirit energizes for, 243; personal v.,
224, 252, 256; basic position of v. in Roman vi., 182, 233, 246;
over sin, 196, 225, 233, 239, 251; in temptation. 225; over the
world, 225; through the Blood of J esus, 248, 263; usage of
human spirit in co-working with the Holy Spirit supreme
essential for, 79 ; strong pure spirit needed for, 256 ; requires
knowledge and use of truth, 243; by turning truth into prayer,
267 ; use of Scripture Divine weapon for, 197, 205; through the
Victor's Name, 258; over Satan at every point, 225, 251 ; over
Satan as tempter, 226-9; over Satan as accuser, 231-234; over
Satan a~ liar, 234, 235; over Satan as counterfeiter, 236; over
Satan as hinderer, 236, 237; over Satan as murderer, 237-239;
by word of testimony, 262, 263 ; knowledge of right weapons for,
241; degrees of, 225 ; conditions for perpetual, 228,234,245,_246;
how v. position maintained, 265 ; demands cessat10n of reliance
on "feelings," 231, 246; increased conflict means increased, 240,
242; loss of, 233; great v. needs watchfulness, 247; joy of, 218,
257; over e.s. gives strength of spirit, 239; lessons for v. prayer
in Moses' attitude, 273; Church can have v. over p. of d ., 295,
296, 297, 298, 299. See also 204, 249, 280, 282.
VlSIONS: VrsroN: may be physical, mental or spiritual, 114; by
e.s., purposeless, 118, 217 ; received as Divine, 128, 148; three
sources of, 106, 150; counterfeit, 95, 149, 151, 221, 265; v. of
Christ, by e.s., 18. 150, 234; v. of words as letters of fire, 115 ;
result of d.p., 119; from e.s. always result of ground, 149;
of glory tempting to accept death, 239 ; detection of source of,
151 ; true v. from God, 151, 220. See 245, 286, and pp. xii., xiii.
VOCAL ORGANS: passivity of, 121 ; interfered with by e.s., 38, 164;
used by e.s. in d.p., 97; operations hindered, 164; rushed into
action, 164. See "Talkativeness," 302.
VOICE : VOICES: from e.s. , 121, 307; fsee "Listening," "Ears"]
guidance by, 78, 136; danger of dep-endence on s. voices, 125,
136, 137; how to know the source of s., 139, 140; true of God,
137; from heaven to Christ, rare, 135 ; of Holy Spirit, can be
quenched, 170; audibles. voice, counterfeit of God's, 128, 137,
140; e.s. counterfeit of God, 137, 143, 144; listening to inner,
122, 125, 137, 143, 144, 170; metallic sound in, 100, 165; use of
voice in "casting out," 269; wrong conception about ~ad's
guidance by v., 135; believers think guidance by a v . higher
than conscience, 78, 121 ; supernatural substituted for conscience,
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121 : passivity of conscience , result of reliance on s., 78 :
believer's use · of loud, strong, 171 ; expression of victory in
audible, 248 ; resistance of e.s. in atmospher e causes harsh, 276.
See also 169, and pp. xii, xiii.
WAITING : for the Spirit, 62-64, 290, 292; for God, 62 ; meetings,
62, 64. See pp. x., xi.
WANDERING THOUGHTS: [see "Mind"], in prayer, 178.
WARFARE AGAINST POWERS OF DARKNESS : Be~evers called to, 2,
251, 277; Revival ends in partial failure, minus, 281; Saints on
earth united with angelic hosts in the, 262, 263 ; spiritual,
understood by spiritual, 247; dispossesse d believer compelled to,
for maintenan ce of freedom, 253, 254, 257, 265 ; systematic
campaign of prayer in, 262, 263, 265, 277 ; training needed for,
263 ; by, believer learns their workings, 254 ; means against all
hell, 256 ; prayer the mightiest weapon for, 262 [see "Prayer"] ;
various aspects of, by prayer, 273, 274; weapon of God's \Vord
in, 264 ; truth an essential in, 58 ; principles governing, 254 ;
apart from all "feelings,". 246 ; the defensive aspect of, 254, 264 ;
need of armour for, 251, 252, 264 [see "Armour" ]; the aggressive, 244, 253, 254, 262, 264, 265 ; must be persistent, 256 ;
necessitate s war against sin, 233, 293 ; against works of the
devil, 265 ; as lying spirits, 254 ; giving false teaching, 255 ;
active refusal an aggressive weapon in, 244 ; possible use of
wrong weapons in, 241 ; hindrances to effective, 22; danger of
giving new ground in, 240, 242 ; the Holy Spirit equips for, by
laying hold of Christ's authority, 257-260; joy of, 257 ; leaders
needed to lead in, 263, 282 ; hindrance to, lies in church, 296,
ultimate of the call to, 299.
WAR OF SATAN UPON BELIEVERS: 9, IO, 13; summed up in word
"wiles," 249; of deceit and counterfei t, 250 [see "Wiles,"
"Counter/eit"] ; perpetual, 255 ; systematic , 254 ; to stop
aggressive against them, 265.
WEAKNESS: wrong thought about, inducing passivity, 91, 92;
caused by e.s., 41, 226; when result of d.p., 172 ; of will-action,
122; of the whole man, 168, I 76, 177; consent to perpetual, 91,
158; of mental force, reasoning and judging power, 172, 177;
of moral force, 177, 178; in throat, 166; of eyesight, 166;
voice, 269 ; undeceived believer knows his w. points, 254 ; w.
places in use of armour for warfare, 264. See a lso 194, 206,301.
WEAPONS: WEAPON : Satan's chief, 23; for resisting p. of d., 13,
256, 264, 267; proving efficacy of, 197 ; of truth, primary in
warfare with Satan, 235 ; of prayer, mightiest, 255, 262 ; God's
Word a, 205; fighting with wrong, 241 ; suffering, aw. used by
e.s., 88; w. of prayer, 238, 263; of victory, 251, 295, 296.
WEIGHTS : on mind, 160 ; on the spirit, 80, 218, 248, 249 ; sense of,
on the head, 77; unendurab le, 218; removed by prayer and resistance, 218, 249 ; spirit sense dulled by, 249 ; must be heeded,
249; equipped believer should understand , 260. See also 93, 217.
WHISPERS: from e.s., 128, 136, 276.
WILES OF EVIL SPIRITS : meaning of word, 249 ; prepared for
spiritual believers, 47; temptation not a wile, 250; directed
against the mind, 250 ; must be detected to be resisted, 250 ;
used by Satan and e.s. to gain an objective, 221, 251 ; used to gain
accer,s to spiritual believer, 102; victorious over all, 256; the
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armour providl!d to stand against, 250, 252, 256, 264; [see
"Armour" ] ; keenest workings of, in heavenly places, 12, 13; of
error 12, 48. See also 263, 297, 299.
WILL, THE: VOLITION: 220; God and Satan require consent of
man's will, 102, 108, 112, 162, 242, 244 ; God works in man by CO·-operation of his, 66, 108, 131, 206, 208, 20~, 211 ; God does not
"will" instead of a man, 75, 122, 162; conflict of e.s. over control
of 191 · liberation of the 102, 205, 209, 212; surrendere d to
G~d, 51: 72, 215; quenched action of, 66, 122; wr_ong conception
of surrendere d, 74, 122 ; passive surrender of will _to ~- power,
74 108 122 · God works with w. when set on HIS side, 213 ;
re~ults ~f pa~sivity of the, 70, 74, 75, 108, 122, 162,. 1~2; in
relation to e.s. 102, 112, 122, 136, 206, 212; transllllss1 0n of
words, etc., apart from action of, 88 ; weakened will-act_ion
through s. experience s, 122, 131 ; deliveranc e from e.s. reqmres
action of, 112, 198, 205, 206, 242; decision of, requires knowledge ,
213; effect of wrong use of, 91 ; a barrier ag<1;inst th~ foe,_ 244;
use of the w. retained, 113, 142; effect of action of, m spmtual
sphere, 211, 213; God's gift of the power of choice, 139, _162, 211,
212, 242; man's w. needs co-working of the Holy Spmt, 208,
209, 213, 244; essential need of decisive declaration of, 193, 212;
of God needs to be understood , 215,220. See also 11 , 64, 71, 153.
WIND: produced by e.s., HO; wro°:g conception of..God',~ Presenee
as 160 · sensation of wmd blowmg, 132; [see Air ].
WR~STLii.'G: in spirit, 216, 219, 246, 247, 248; in prayer, 248.
WRITHINGS OF BODY: not caused by the Holy Spirit, 173, 284,
[see "Body"].
. .
.
WRITING : three sources of, 106; under D1vme gmdance,
116;
under control of e.s. 114, 117; automatica lly, 114, 116 l
descriptive ly, as shown', 114, 115, 116; as m@ved in spirit, 117.

"Use the Truth."
"If

ye know thue things, blessed are ye i/ ye do them."
John xiii. 17.

USE what you read; USE the Truth;
FIX it in your mind; ACT on it; TURN
it into PRAYE R; SEE that others get
it; APPLY it to your own life; FIND
out how much more light you need.
Ask yourself: "Am I advanci ng?" "Am
I acting up to what I know?' '
Evan Roberts.
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